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< \WHOLESALE TRADE
< OCTOBER 1950

October 1950 sales of wholeselers in the nine tradees covered bv this
report were 8% higher than sales in October a year ago but declined seasbnany
by 3% fron September this year Sales for the first ten months of 1950 were
&% above the dollar volume for the same ten-month period of 194G. The general
unad justed index (on the base, average for 1?3549}9&1’)0) stood at 339.7 for
October 1950, 214,88 for October 1949, mnd 35175 fcr September 1950,

Wholesalers in Quebec, as in the peet three months, recorded the
greatest increase over 1949. Dollar gales in that province were 12% higher
than in October a year ego, while rains of 10% and 9% were recorded forBritish
€olumbia and Ontario. Prairie wholesalers' sales were up 5% and a gain of 2%
was reglstered in wholecale salee in the Maritime Provinces.

INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES

OF DRY GOODS AND GROCERY WHOLESALERS
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Sales Trends in Individual Trades

The dry goods and apparel trades and hardware wholesalers con-
tinued to lead the nine trades surveyed in the rate of increase in dollar
volume of sales in October this year compared with last, while the rate
of increase in automotive equipment wholesalers' sales was considerably
smaller than in the immediately preceding months, Clothing wholesalers!
sales were up 20%; dry goods, 16%; and footwear, 15%, Sales of hardware
wholesalers were 19% in excess of the October 1949 volume,

Increases ranging from 1% to 8% were reported for the other

trades except fruit and vegetable wholesalers where a decline of 4% from
October 1949 was recorded,

Stosks

Stocks of wholesalers in the nine trades were valued 12% higher
at October 31, 1950 tran on the same date a year ago. This was the
largest percentage increase to be recorded so far this year,

Grocery and tobacco and confectionery wholesalers were largely
responsible for this gain, inventories in these trades being valued 22%
and 23% respectively higher than at October 31 a year ago.

Declines in value of stocks on hand compared with a year ago
were recorded by clothing wholesalers (13%) and by fruit and vegetable
wholesalers (7%).

Grocery and Dry Goods Inventories

Month Index “umbers of Wholesale Inventories Stocks/Salaes

and Year (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) Ratios

Dry Goods Grocery Grocery

Wholesalers Wholesalers Wholesalers

October 1947 168 2 194.1 .78
October 1948 193.4 216.6 1.00
October 1949 AT 200,0 1,03
September 1950 182,9 253,2 «28
October 1950 Lo 244,.,4 1,15
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade
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Percé;tage Change

SALES INVENTORY
Trade and Region October(l) Jan, - to
1950 October 19560 October 1950
October Jan, - to October 1042
1949 October 1949
Automotive Equipment ..... + 4.8 + 6,9 + 6.3
Maritimes and Quebec ... +11230 + 9,3
Ontario sosesesseccaseed 4927 £ Bt 9
Western Provinces ...... - 2,2 + 4,5 l
AT e e e SR + 7.6 27 N % 8.9
Maritimes, Que,, and Ont, + TR #1123
Western Provinces e..ees + BT + 0,9 '
Clothing eBes s v et s tecoo e +20'0 - 1.0 - -12.77
Quebec S8 009 0 0SB PRGOS +10I7
Ont & Western Provinces , %26,2
FOOtwear Ssesceossssseceete +1407 o 100 +10:1
Maritimes and Quebec ... 155
Ont, & Western Provinces, +14,.4 i ‘
Dry Goods T EE R R RN NEERENFIENEN] +1601 W 008 + 2:6
Maritimes and Quebec .... +14,9 -1l.4
Ontario tescenensessnense +2102 299
Western Provinces c.eeee +11,0 % NS ;
Fruits and Vegetables .... - 4,1 + 3,6 - 6.6
Maritimes and Quebec ... = 9,6 % 15,8
Ontario ec0csevsserrasase - 903 S 509
Western Provinces coeeee + 2,1 +1,8 '
Groceries saseBversbresnEse * 406 4 703 J +22.z -
Maritimes eescesnevnceoss o 1;6 % 40?
Quebec teseresenesseenne (x) (x)
Ontario te 0o et EBIBOEOIN LS + 6.; o 5‘8
Prairies sscececsecesces + 6,56 + 945
British Columbia .eveseee + 4,3 ¥ 5.7
Hardware escesesessveveanes +1902 ’ 5;@* +12i1
Maritimes StV e ol sLote=siel sreloLe +16|5 + 6;7
Quebeo oo-ocoonnooro.oi +22;1 b 705
Ontario o0 000000 oot d0 +2209 + 8;2
Western ProvinCes seeese +1i6 1 * 13515 '
Tobacco and Confectionery . 1.9 * 8id W, D
Maritimes and Quebec ...e + 5650 + &S
Ontario Mslle aXe1a 3 o & s s afolare + 402 it 4;1
Western Provinces .esees - 3.2 + 2,2
Wholesale Trade = ’ o
Maritimes -..-;coc-.;;;i ¥ 2;0 ? 3;7
QUEDES ~ seeisecssavscbead *11.5 * 6,0
Ontario Peescess st el ? 9;0 ? 5;1
Prairio8 ceecececciboninse g + 4.3
British Columbia seecess % 9.7 + 4.6
CANADA ececsrsnen ¥ 7‘9 + 4.9 +12.3
(1) Preliminary. NOTE: Figures for Newfoundland are not available,

(x) Not available,
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MONTHLY INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA 101072
(Average, 1935 - 1939 = 100)
WHCLESALE TRADE 7 AUTOMOTIVE BQUIPMENT
Month and Year CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies DBritish cayup, Maritimes onpapjo  Western
: Y . e . . - Columbia ' & Quebec . Provinces
October 1947 .. 325.5  360,7 802 01 32645 297 .7 372,68 423,¢€ 4985 412,4 372.4
October 1948 .. 31953  336,1 307,0  307.0 320 % 367.4  489.7 5419 436,3 486,17
Cctober 1949 .. 314,8  319.6 296,9 305,.8 322 ,2 354,5 505.4 471 .5 455,5 529,0
September 1950. 351 .5 341,3 335,35 3582 26051 364,6 5797 553,3 529, 5 612 .8
October 1950 ..  339.7  326,0 331,0  333,3 338 .6 388,9  529.7 528,1 499,7 517.4
i Thoee . CLOTHING ___ FOOTWEAR _____DRY GOODS

Maritimes Western Maritimes Western
Month and Year CANADA Qe Aks, - DEERiBBes CANADA CANADA CANADA & Gdbige Ontario B M
October 1947 - 313.4 3132 310.8 295,6 427.6 279, 9 267:1 300,7 281,3
October 1948 .. 320.,3 #v3513.8 336,3 313,32 393,0 322.2 318,1 334.7 320.4
October 1949 .. 324,1 313.5 351,1 290,7 374,1 289,7 2567 30659 316,2
September 1950, 328.2 3331 316,4 324,3 426,1 360,7 339,5 594,38 343,83
October 1950 .. 348.7 335,8 381.6 348,8 429,1 336.3 294,9 372,0 351,0
GROCERIES FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
Month and | Year CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies British canapy Maritimes  optario Western
I8 - - . - - . Columbia . & Quebec : Provinces
‘October 1947 .. 3187 5619 300,4 344,4 268,7 370,0 278.0 222,5 255,7 330.4
October 1948 .. 287.1 323.5 253.4 286,9 274,3 356, 7 227.7 1624 195,9 300,7
October 1949 ., 269,89 303.8 236,4 270,0 260.6 330,3 243,9 196,8 223,1 289,86
September 1950. 2089 3212 274,09 302,8 306.9 877.7 252,86 166.3 247.,8 3321
October 1950 .,  282,3 2989 (x)  287.0 274,9 344,5 233,9 178.1 202.4 295,7
FaFel it HARDWARE TOBACCO AND CONFECTIONERY
Month and Year CANADA Maritimes  Quebec Ontario Western CANADA Maritimes opario  Western
I R : Provinces oy - & Quebec : Provinces
October 1947 ,, 359.6 393,8 349,9 354,56 360.1 368 ,1 394.2 332,8 342.3
October 1948 .. 393,0 426,1 383,1 395,6 389,6 382.7 405,2 '349,8 365,68
October 1949 .. 407,9 428,2 386 ,2 406,7 414,.5 391,9 405,2 362,0 3741
September 1950, 472.0 468,6 515.4 527.8 443,0 392.8 414.,2 387.7 370.4
October 1950 .. 486,2 498,9 471.6 499,8 481,.2 397,0 425,5 377 .2 362,1

(x) Yot avsilablse,



