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WHOLESALE TRADE
MARCH 1950

Dollar Saeles Turn Upward

Dollar volume of wholesale sales in March 1950 advanced 4 over
March 1949 and 20% over February thip year, according to statements sub-
mitted by 370 wholesalers repregsenting nine lines of trade. The Maroch
gain brought total esles for the first quarter of 1950 practically level
with the ?h-et quarter of 194g, The general unadjueted index %on the
base, average for 1935-1939 = 100) stoad at 294.2 for March 1950, 283.4
for March 1949, and 2U4,6 for February 1950.

Increases over March 1949 were reﬁlstered for all provincee and
ranged from 1% for Quebec to 6% for British Columbia.

PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES

MARCH 1950
KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIDUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO
BUSINESS _20% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% -20% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +4<|:%
|
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Changes from March 1949 are Minor

While trends varied between the different trades, no group re-
ported a very wide gain or loss, Wholesale grocers' and druggists' sales
woere 8% in excess of March a year ago, while an increase of 7% wes
recorded by automotive equipment mnd tobacco and confectionery wholesalers.
Slightly smaller gains of 4% and 3% were registered for fruit and vegetable
dealers and clothing wholesalers respectively,

Footwear and hardware wholesalers both reported March 1950 sales

2% lower than in March a year ago, while dry goods wholesalers' sales
decreased 5%,

Stocks Valued 5% Higher

The value of stocks in the hands of wholesalers at the end of
March 1950, in the nine lines of trade, was 5% higher than the inventory
value at the same date & year ago, The only decrease in inventory fram
last year was that for clothing wholesalers whose stocks were down 2%,
Footwear wholesalers and tobacco and confectionery wholesalers reported
substantial increases of 22% and 17% respectively. Drug wholesalers'
stocks were 10% higher than at the corresponding date in 1949, while
automotive equipment dealers reported stocks 8% above the value of & year
ago., Increases in value of stocks on hand for the other trades ranged
between 2% and 6%.

Stocks=Sales Ratio in the Grocery Trade

Stocks in the hands of wholesale grocers at the beginning of
March this year were valued 9% in excess of sales during that month., At
March 1lst of the two preceding years, the margin of stocks over sales
we s 25%0
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade

Peré;ntage Change

SALES INVENTORY
(1) [ )
Trade and Region sbruary | March March Jan,=-to=~
1950 i 1950 1950 March 1950 March 1960
ebruary March February Jan,-to= | March 1949
. = 1949 1949 -1950 March 1549 :
Automotive Equipment,,,, = B¢6 + 6,8 +16,0 - - 36 ° + 7.6
Maritimes and Quebec | - 2,6 - 1.4 - 8,4 - 8,4
Ontario ceseececson.s = 5,7 + 9,9 +17.8 + 0,9
_Western Provinces .,.s -13,4 + 6,8 +26,7 = 5,5
Drugs o-oa.ooo;otcooo'..+ 3.0'- + 7.6 ] + 6.4 C g 0.2 ' + 9.7
Maritimes,Que, ,and Ont, g P +h .1 Wi h + 2.4
Western. Provinces. ..., + 2,5 ‘o o) ez W - 5.4
SIGER ARG . RS ot vomeman b P DT b D | +33 .6 - 7.3 -~ 2.4
Quebec ss0s000000 00, - 3;9 IS
Ont & Western Provinces|. = 6,7 7.0 4
Pootwear ...sesvesacess = 80 - 1,6 +62,7 - 5,9 +21,5
Maritimes and Quebec,, =20,9 + 4,1
Ont,& Nestern Provinces + 3,7 76,0
Dry GOOdB ceveosenvse sy ™ 9.5 - 5.0 b +15.9 ) = 9.8 + 5.5
Maritimes and Quebec,, =17.1 = 6,5 +28.1 ~14,4
Ontario es0cesscsanss 612;5 - 9;5 + 3;6 -'8;5
__ Western Provinces ... - 6.4 [, t 4.4 $+36,0 - 3.4
Fruits and Vegetables ,, (+13,0 + 3,8 - +14,9 CA s/ + 4,6
Maritimes and Quebec , + 2,0 - 2,9 +13,3 - 0.4
o1 T S P + 8RB + 4,0 +*2538 + 4,5
Western Provinces ... +23,6 + 6,6 .+ 3.6 + 9,9
Groceries ..eceesescnea [+ 8,4 s +13,8 - +.5.0 #1250
MAritimes .secscsceses + 4,0 + 7,6 +28,9 + 5,9
Quﬂbec escescccsessne +1565 +19;3; +2l;& *14;8
Ontario seesrsssesses + 4;5 + 6;2 +14;9 + 207
Prairies 000 600 B SBHFD +11.3 +ll64 +12§2 +10.03
British Columbia eeco e +1104 - 108 " 3t2 + log
Ha rdwa re ol o roleratsre o ke -1569 - 1,8 ° +3601 ”10.1 ' + 306
Maritimes .seeosnvcese -1502 + 0,1 +40,5 - 9,7
QuEbEC  seeevssssesses =19,2 -11,7 +25,0 -14,6
Ontario sesB0ssessvae < 6;2 - 2.8 +26§1 - 4,4
Western Provinces ... ~19,8 + 3,0 +48,1 - =11,6
Tobacco and Confectione + 2,3 + 6,5 +25,6 - * SOl +17.0
Maritimes and Quebec , + 3.3 +7 956 +40,4 + 6,3
Ontario seececsccesce + 1.8 + 5,0 +135,6 + 1,9
Western Provinces ... + 2.3 + 645 429,1 + 2,2
Wholesale Trade =
Maritimes evasesvseose - 0.1 & 5;2 +2809 +1,.,6
Quebec seBesenss s sed - 505 2 008 +24-1 —J 304
Ontario o...oot.-a..; +1.5 + 3.6 *1697 +O¢5
Proairies ,..eeesessss + 1,9 + 4.4 +19.0 +1.,0
British Columbia ,... - G,6 + 6,4 +21,2 -1,0
CANADA reeecs e = 0.1 \r 308 +2003 - Ool + 501
(1) Revised, (2) Prelimimary. (x) Unchanged.
Kote: Figures for Newfoundland are not available,



MONTHLY INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA

STA str—Q CARA
kAR 250
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re: , 1935 = 1939 = 100
(Averags, 1935 - 1 1939 = 100) 1010720534
ek e WHOL.ESALE TRADE - i AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT .
CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies British  gagapy Maritimes ongario Wesiru
: . - A4 - Columbia & Quebec - Provinces
March 1947 ....| 257.2  255,0  251,0 251.9 262,8 293,6 341.3  373,0 297.5 Z72 45
Merch 1948 ....| 264,9 = 266.7  265.6 266,8 240.7 311.,8 318,4  354,4 32037 305,5
March 1949 ....| 283.4 275,0  268,0 288.1 276,3 314,6 AB756 G009 341,0 353.2
February 1950 .| 244,6 224,4  217.6 255,7 242.4 276.1 310,9  324,0 318,3 297,5
March 1950 ,...| 294,2  289,3  270.1 298.5 288,5 334,7 360.5  296.7 37448 37742
" DRUGS CLOTHING _ FOOTWEAR DRY GOODS _
ouk A0 NI Meritimes  Western laritimes Wostarn
CANADA  Que,.& Ont, I'rovinces CANADA CANADA CANADA & Quebec. Ontario Provinces
Merch 1947 ....| 225,4  218,9 236,43 284,1 300,2 266,0  260.1 204,1 261,.6
March 1948 ....| 243,7  236,0 265.4 300,40 298.7 266,53  268.5 282,86 264,0
March 1949 .,.e'  271,7  259.8 30545 274,8 343,5 SaRee.. a0 3013 26645
February 1960 .| 274,7  268.2 296,8 210,9 221.4 220,6  195,7 263,1 204,7
March 1950 ....| 292,3  288.4 305.5 281,7 338,0 255,7  250,7 20y 7 278,43
- ] CPOCIRIES = = o TFRUITS AND VEGETARLES
T ChNADA- - +arTWieoee ! Gk Omarto Prairies BESCASE  camapa MarShimes oo b gnds -
» . Columbia  “™ & Quebec I Provinces
March 1947 ....| 25,7  254,8 194.¢  212,9  202.4 260,7 2602 © 259.8 263,2
March 1948 ...s| 22649  272,1 192:9.  .286.3»> 280 295,6 216,0  206,6 237,2 194,2
March 1949 ,.,,.| 242,6  287.6 185,4 245,5  225,9 307.7 254,9  241,1 275,2 235.0
February 1960 .| 229.6  240.1 18245 226,8 _284.4 T4 230.3  206,6 228,4 241,7
Merch 1950 ....| 261,35  309,5 e g o S 508, 2 264.8- _'2gRM 286,42 25045
J P HARDWARE TOBACCO AND CONFECTIONZRY
ear an n SEr
Western Maritimes Western
CANADA : :
; Maritimes  Quebec Ontario Provinces CANAPA & Quebec i Provinces
March 1947 .es| 335,56  297.8 305,6 314.4 352,5 28ls2.  291,9 | 269.4 A
March 1948 .., 351,.3 329,4 346,2 354,65 341,6 342,8 387.1 318,7 328, 9
March 1949 ... | 374.5  320,8 340,0 39849 i 35244 37549 326,7 349,3
pebruary 1950 5| 290,38  288,5 240,1 307.5 258,6 298,8  298,4 302,90 288,2
imrch 1950 ... |* 367.8  321,1 30042 387,7 3829 875,58 4120  345,0 Bib



