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WHOEESALE TRADE

MAY 1950

Dollar value of wholesale sales in Key 1550 edvenced 6% over
May last year and 158 over April 1950 acocording to reports submitted

by 368 wholeealers in nine lines of trade. Cumulative sales for the
firct five monthe of the current year prac 1cally equalled the dollar
volume ir the corresponding period of 1349. The general unadjusted

index (cn the base, sverage for 1935- 19}9-100) stood at 320.9 for May
1950, 278.9 for April 1350, and 303.0 for May 1949.

Fercentage changes from May & year agé were fairly uniform

for all regions of the country. Sales 1n the Maritlme Provinces &and

B.-C Quebec were 8% 2nd 7% higher. Ontarioc sales were up 6% while 1in
Quebec and the Prairie Provinces gains amounted to 5% and 4%.

PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
MAY 1950
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Food Trades lead in Gains

Gains of 10% in doller sales in the grocery trade and the
fruit and vegetatle trade were the largest recorded by individual kinds
of business, Tobacco and ccnfectionery, drugs, and hardware wholesalers
all reported sales vclumes 6% higher than in May a year ago, the latter
registering a gain over the preceding year for the first time in seven
months,

Dry Goods end Apparel Sales Remain Lower

The series cf declines in sales of dry goods wholesalers was
extended to nine successive months when May sales this year declined 7%
below those in May 1949, Footwear wholesalers' sales were down 8%,
while a drop of 11% was recorded in clothing wholesalers' sales,

Actomotive equipment wholesalers registered a decrease of less
than 1%, but the trend varied by regions. A gain of 13% was reported
for the Maritimes and Quebec combined, Ontario sales were up 4%, while a
drop of 8% occurred in Western Canada,

Stocks Higher = Except Clothing

Clothing, with a decrease of 17%, was the only wholesale tradg
among the nine oovered, to register s lower stock value at the end of
May 1950 than at May 31 last year, Inventories in the nine trades
oombined were valued 6% higher than at the same date a year ago,

Ma jor increases were recorded for wholesalers of footwear (23%)
and tobacce and confectionery (21%). Fruit and vegetable and drug whole=-
calers' stocks were valued 13% higher than at the end of May & year ago,
while hardware, dry goods, and grocery wholesalers reported increases of
6%, 4%, and 2% respectively.,

Stocks-Sales Ratio in the Grocsry Trade

Stocks in the hands of whelesale grocers at the beginning of
May were practically equal in value to sales during that month, Corres~
ponding comparisons in 1948 and 1949 indicated stoocks 11% and 6% respec-
tively higher than sales,
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade

- Percentage Eﬁzngo
SALES INVENTORY
) (2]
Trade and Region April May May Jan,-to=-
1950 1950 1950 May 1960 Mey 1960
April Moy April Jan,-to= By Y349
1549 1949 1950 May 1949
Automotive Equipment .., = 5.8 = 0.6 +12,6 - 4,7 + 5.4
Maritimes and Quebeec , = 7,6 +13 .4 +56.6 - 2.6
Ontaric .esccceoccsesne - 1,0 + 3.7 + 3.4 + 1,1
Western Provinces ..c. - G,4 e 8,2 + 7,3 - 9,8
Druge .ocesevscccccocens - S.7 + 6.6 ¥ 7ac = 1,0 —‘1301
Maritimes ,Que,, and Ont -12,0 +5.9 +cl,.4 - GC,l
Western Provinces ,... - 3.7 +4,.8 + 8,9 - 2,9
clﬂhﬁs s00evsassscorne ‘fé:ol -1C,8 - 603; '1101 '130,
Q\IObW ee0ecensescedsoe =18,2 - 7.4 = =
Ont,& Western Provinces -16.1 «12.4 - -
F‘B_vOt'ear se00ssssoscanes '1906 - )77 - 800 - sog *ﬁ;‘
Maritimes and Quebec .. =-20,.6 + 2,6 - -
Ont.& Western Provinces =15.4 «16,7 - -
T)‘?}’ Goods seceseccenssce -172'.1 - 60‘7 + 0‘:3— = go, + 4.4
Maritimes and Quebec ,, =13,6 = §,8 - 7.6 «13,3
Ontario ceeccccsccccco - 9,8 - 0,° +11,7 - T3
Western Provinces ,.0. =13,0 = 5,6 + 4.8 - 6,6
Fruits and Vegetables ,, * 2.4 +10.2 25,1 + 6.1 DV
daritimes and Quebec , + 0.8 + 3,8 +20,.8 +1,0
Ontario 0000 sss RS - 208 ’1408 + 403 + 501
Westorn Provinces ..4 4 B4 + 9,1 +14,3 + 9,8
6?000!‘103 9000000000000 + 0, + 9 T]»ioi + 50§ ’A!.l
Maritimes ..ec00cc0000 = 1,3 + 7.0 23,9 * 4,7
Quebec .sesscccccocsce + 6.1 +12,1 +17.6 411,9
Ontario cosececesccece + C.4 + 6,C 423,¢ + 3,0
Prairies .esccescessse - 0,5 +11.4 +17,.8 + 8.4
British Columbia ,,.es0 + 0,8 +15,5 +12,2 + 4.4
Etﬂ“r“ setscsssessscse .—;;i:i + D, ’170, - 306 * 505
Maritimes ooescesseces - 7,8 *11,.€6 +18,8 - 4,1
Quobec ...s000000000000 °1102 * 802 +20,7 = 9.8
Ontario scesccccscsses - 506 * 907 02202 - 1,8
Western Provinces ..+ - 5,9 4 1.6 017.4 - 7.3
Tobacco and Confectionery = 6,8 + 5,7 23, + 1.4 +¥20.7
Varitimes and Quebes = 8,1 +11,1 + 7,8 + 3,8
Cntario 0000000680000 00 — 1|8 + 5.7 "80.‘ + 2.0
Western Provinces .... -11.4 + 3.2 429.6 = 0.5
Wholesale Trade -
Maritimes sees0sa0srsne n ‘03 + 7.8 *27.8 + 102
QuebOC .ieececvcescecce - 6,8 + 5.8 411,95 - 2,1
Ontario I NN EREENNNENE NN ] = 400 b 60‘ *2305 + 009
Prairies se00 0000 R0 - 5,0 + ‘.3 "15.2 + 0.5
Aritisn Colw ia sac0ee b 0.7 + 700 015.6 + 0.3
CANADA essee = 4.‘ % 5’9 4'15.1 + 0.2 + 6.4

(1) Revisod,

(2) Preliminary.

Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not available.



MONTHLY INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA
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(Average, 1936 - 1939 = 100) 1010720536 -
Tour Sah Monii WHOLESALE TRADE British ﬁzgg?'ii? FATAEN Western
-|CANADA Meritimes Quebes Ontario Prairies Columbia CANADA % Quebac Ontario Provinces
May 1947 .oveonse 280,1 297.4 262,9 292,.7 26\ia D 311,9 354,3 457,2 304,1 372,9
May 1948 .ee0ees0 | 274.2 304,38 251,6 301,5 259,2 323.4 * 381,86 540 .4 320,83 392,3
Moy 1949 oo0cc00es | 90340 313.6 263,7 338,6 302,90 348,0 421,7 449,1 376 .3 4574
April 196D ,,.0000 | 27849 264,4 249,88 291,7 273.,4 322.1 372 .4 325,3 37765 391 .4
my 1950 °o08%8000 320.9 338.1 278.2 360.8 315.0 372.4 41932 509.3 390.2 419.9
3 o it DRUGS CELOTHING FOOTWEAR DRY GOODS
e on Maritimes Westem Maritimes Western
CAlGRS Que,.40Ont, Provinces CATRR GAISRA. | CMaDy & Quebec o Provinces
Wy 1947 sccesece | 266.7 26604 26508 247,3 265,0 | 270,8 264,35 287.6 267,1
My 1948 ,0500000 | 276,68 267,5 298,38 223,8 215.4 248,9 244,2 262,2 236,8
Moy 1949 ccoeoeses| 916,7 311.4 329,85 239,5 280,5 240,42 225,9 261 .4 236,61
April 1960 .00000 | 285,.4 271,85 317.% 229, 4 281,7 222 .4 22065 231,8 20348
May 1950 40000000 334 .4 3298 345.4 214__.4_7_ 259,2 224,3 203.8 269,0 213,4
_ ;';ar and Month "““:-:' S ;ﬁ-*én_ IES ey W
British Maritimes estern
t
s CANADA f_ri in_en Quebec Ontario Prairies Columbia CANADA 0lnkios Onteario Provinces
hy 1%7 2000000000 228.6 26601 2150& 244.1 203.‘ 246‘9 32803 324.5 329‘0 312.9
May 1948 oso0secano| 237,5 286,1 208,0 243,.1 222,9 268,8 242,9 229,%2 254,90 227,38
Moy 1949 soeeccooce| 254,4 29%.8 204,5 262,8 242 .3 308,23 312,1 303,2 312,.7 301 .4
April 1960 ocsecces| 236,58 253,8 194,8 224,83 229, 318,1 279, 4 260,55 344,1 287,5
Moy 1960 cesoase| 2T9e 314.4 229,90 278,86 269,9 356,8 343,9 314,7 369,0 328,8 -
Your aa Mearih = RARDMARE 1 TOBACCO AND CONFECTIONERY
CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Western CANADA Maritimes  ponggryo Western
i Provinces & Quebec Provinces
May 1947 oacseeese| 35243  338,7 296.8 361,5 39142 355,7  334,2 368,3 32144
May 1948 seeeecoee| 61,1 351,9 323.7 373.4 386,38 37065 348.2 394,8 325,.8
May 1949 .s0eceens| 39548 368,8 333.4 433,1 424,85 411,90 3856,5 424 .4 3736}
April 1950 ,,4.0e0| 355,6 346,46 298,9 388,38 367,6 350,8 397,3 344,0 297.,0
May 1950 co00e0c00| 418,4¢ 411,6 360,7 475,1 43) .4 434 .4 428,3 448,6 38540




