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Wholesalers' sales in September 1950 were 6% hicher in dol)ler volume
than in September a year ago but registered a drop of 5% from August 1950. Cum-
ulgtive saleg for the first nine monthe of the current year exceeded the dollar
volume of the corresponding perlod ¢f 1949 by 5%. The genersl unadjusted index
(on the tase, averare for 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 352,1 for September 1950,
332.2 for Sectember 1949, and 368.9 for August 1950.

Sales 07 Quebec wholesalers advenced 12% in Segtember‘ 1950 compared
with September a year ago, while Onterio and British Columbla wholegelere reg-
istered geine of 24 and 7X. Smaller inereaces of 4% end 1% were recorded by
wholesalers in the Maritime and Pralrle Provinces rregpectively.
PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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Sales Trends in Individual Trades

September was the third successive month in which sales increases
of automotive equipment and hardware wholesalers have exceeded those of all
other trades, Gains in these trades amounted to 16% and 158 in September,
considerably above the year-to-date increases of T for automotive equip-
ment and 4% for hardware,

The dry goods and apparsl trades also recorded advances in dollar
sales over September last year, continuing the trend which has been evident
for the past three months and reflecting greater activity in the retail
apparel field, Increases have not been large enough, however, to make up
for declines in the early part of the year, FPercentage changes in sales for
these trades for September and for January to September (in brackets) com=-
pared with corresponding months last year were as follows: dry goods, 9%
(=1%); clothing, 8% (-4%); footwear, 4% (=3%).

Wholesale grocers' sales in September were 4% above September
last year, while drugs and tobacco and confactionery wholesalers reported
sales up 2%,

Fruit and vegetable dealers' sales were 4% lower than in Septem-
ber 1949, but results were not consistent for varioys regions of the
oountry, A decrease of 14% in the Westermn Provinces more than offset gains
in the East which amounted to 13% in the Maritimes and Quebec combined and
9% in Ontario.,

Stocks

Wholesalers in the nine trades under review reported inventories
at the end of September 1950 valued 12% in excess of stocks on hand at the
same date & year ago and 3% higher than at the end of August 1950, As in
the past two months tobacco and confectionery and grocery wholesalers®
stocks showed the greatest increases, September gains being 24% and 20%
respectively. Increases ranging between 5% and 13% were recorded for other
trades with the exception of clothing wholesalers whose stocks were valued
10% lower at September 30, 1550 than at September 30, 1949,

Groce and D Goocds Inventories
ry ry

Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories Stocks/Sales

and Year (Average for 1035-1040 = 100) Ratios
Dry Goods Grocery Gr'ooery',

Wholesalers Wholesalers Wholesalers
September 1947 148.1 193,89 «89
September 1948 169,6 219,1 .88
September 1949 182,7 210,8 «86
August 1850 198.4 209.8 « 84
September 1950 194,.8 253,6 +98
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade

:ﬁg;éentaggzﬁhqggp
SALES INVENTORY
Trade and Region Q) (=) :
August September September Jan, - to=
1950 1950 1950 Sept, 1950 Sept, 1950
August September ~August Jan, - to= §3§ET_T§Z§
1949 1949 1950 Sept. 1949
Automotive Equipment ... 56,8l 16,2 + 0,5 Tt + 4,7
Maritimes and Quebsec ,. +36,9 +26,7 - 1,0 + 8,9
Ontarioc evvensssseescee SN o'l + 6,8 + 5,0 80
Western Provinces se.se +4GLT. ) 255 - 3.7 + 5,5
Dru&s ¢eesessessssvecscrs ;:3;6 + I:g_ - 0.8 PP 0.5 +12.2
Maritimes, Qus,, and Ont, + 2,9 + 0,8 4 56 *0 7
Western Provinces seces + 6.2 + 4‘3 '15.0 (X)
CUPPEEE .. ococnercnceocs 8,6y B A +16,0 - 3.8 = 9.7
Quebec ssccssnrsvessnns +28.7 i 2.2
Ont,& Western Provinces, - 8,8 B2 o2
F?Bfwear esecssesesssscnee + 206 + 404 N *18.0 -~ 3:3~‘ + 806
Maritimes and Quebec ., = 2L w27
Ont, & Western Provinces + 6,4 ~2,2
DEROTE o crceoalassaves +15,4 + 8.9 +15,8 g + 6,6
Maritimes and Quebec ... +18,8 + 8,2 +30,8 - 3.4
ontario LR B BN B BB B R +10‘7 +17ln +16.3 + O.6
Western Provinces .eees 1 8 Ty + 6,1 - 0,1
Fruits and Vegetables .... =5, d = 4.0 = =l + 4,3 +15.2
Maritimes and Qusbec ,.. + 6,5 +12,5 -18,9 TS
Ontario Pe 0 secssonnstsee ¥ 506 + 9-0 - 607 + 704
Western Provinces .eeee -15.,4 =14,3 - 7.4 + 1,8
GPB0OPISE cctcosscsosnose +21,2  + 4,4 =121 i 5 T
Mﬂritimes esvserseecsanes +1403 + 302 -11.4 & 5.5
Quebeo o0 s snsecescrsonen +23’4 i 9,4 = z..e +12..6
Ontario e0scesssssnccse +23,6 21 -15.4 + 5,8
Prairies @sssoesesenese +26.6 + 4.4 -13.2 +10.0
British Columbia ,.e00s +10,6 €961, 0 =1 "7a 7 + 5,8
Hﬂrdware e vsessaseserses +2700 +1405 ‘- 1.6 4 4.1 + 9.5
Maritimes seecescencsene ’2204 +13,6 "'1103 5o
ARBNEC | ofe sise/s s101 5 exdersie’s +35,6 +20,42 & 195): + 5,7
Ontario sSecseencssssenee +2003 +1801 +28.9 + 604
Western Provinces .,.... +26,6 + 9,7 =12,5 12,90
Tobacco and Confectionery. 1.8 + + 1,71 - 7.8 + 3.4 +23.5
Maritimes and Quebec ,., * 15,2 + 0,1 + 559 + 3,4
Ontaric Peeseesonsossie + 9.4 + 4.9 = 801 S 400
Western Provinces ..eee +16,6 = 0,6 -14,1 2,8
Wholesals Trade =
mlritimes S8eseecesvnece +12.4 + 307 -] 300 + 400
Quebec eSS s e s s sl +21.2 +11.8 + 7.5 * 5.3
Ontario 200 e0ass0ssas s +1506 + 7-6 = 1.4 + 417
Prairies esssessecesnee +1502 % 059 = 5,4 + 4,2
British Columbia ,..0e0 41850 | * BT -14,7 __ ¥+ 4,0
CANADA,  GierelslsTeiernejo]ote +16,3 + 6,0 =14 + 4,6 +11,7

(1) Revised.
(x) Unchanged.

(2) Preliminary,

NOTE, Figures for Newfoundland are not available.
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MONTHLY INDEX NUNBERS OF WHOLSSALE SALES IN CANADA "
(average, 1935 - 1939 = 100) 1010720540
S = ———— —— e — ——
WHOLESALE TRADE AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT
Year and Month 5 - = s
CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies British CANADA Maritimes gngepjo  Western
Columbia & Quebec Provinces
September 1947 301,7  316.4 292,5 296.6 301,8 330,86 481,8 491,9 460,9 475,7
September 1948 327.0 326.5 306,8 320,9 342,8 350,8 497,2 486,5 476,1 499.0
September 1949 332,2 330.1 300,7 328,90 359,6 341,7 497,2 4374 488,5 50640
August 1950 ., 368,9  352.8 R4 3EoT 400.6 427.6 575,1 560,0 496,8 638,65
September 1950 352.1 342,53 33642  353,0 362,8 364.6 57747 554,2 521,7 614,€
Byt DRUGS | “CLOTHING FOOTWEAR DRY GOODS
r anda Mon Maritimes Western j - Maritim
CANADA CANADA CANA s es . Western
Que.& Ont, Provinces b SR, & Quebec D Provinces
September 1947 273,9  285.2 246,7 261.7 378,1 302,6 297.4 o 28847
September 1948 294,4  303.5 298,38 311.9 4211.4 338,0 337.5 331,7 338,6
September 1949 322 .4 330,5 303, 4 300,0 408, 5 391 .2 313,2 337.,0 345,7
August 1950 ., 330,8 31545 37244 280,0 361,5 301,1 259,1 339,0 323,5
September 1950 328,2 333.1 316.4 324,9 426,5 360,7 338.9 394,3 343,23
J P b GROCERLES FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
ear an on B =" PR T, -
CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies DBritish  cayup, Maritimes o ...,  Western
Columbia & Quebec Provinces
Septrmber 1547 200.4 . | 3800 265.4 265,2 260,5 333,.8 278 .6 209,8 259,8 356 .4
September 1948 296,1 305.5 262,2 293,6 296,2 354,2 o987 169.1 259,8 3863
September 1949 207,3 312,8 2E2L0 - 298 296,2 356,53 263.7  147.8 228.8 387.5
August 1950 ., 353.2 364,2 283,7 360,09 356 ,2 409,2 286.,8 205,1 2673 35848
September 1950 30,4 322,8 27547 305,5 309.2 377.7 253,2 166,3 249.4 352,1
voin art Rl HARDWARE TOBACCO AND CONFEC TIONERY
CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontaric  _NeStern  a,yap, JAritimes Ontario _'lesvern
Provinces & Quebec Provinces
September 1947 339.6 371.2 346,4 347,7 342,1 322,7 341,8 316,9 305,0
September 1948 383,1 420,5 395,2 423,2 369,1 375,0 397,9 35741 365,7
September 1949 412,2 42,5 428,8 446,9 403,8 385,5 414,6 36845 372,6
August 1950 .. 479,9 420,89 472,6 409,4 506.4 425,1 391,8 420,9 431,3
September 1950 472,0 468,6 51 5,4 527,8 443,0 392,1 415,0 386,.6 370,4




