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" Wholesale sales in December 1951 were 4% higher than in December
1950, with all regions except Quebec contributing to the increase.
The largest provincial percentage gain over December last year was
recorded in British Columbia where sales rose 10%. Sales in the
twelve months of 1951 were 10% above the 1950 volume.

The results shown in this report are based on returns from
400 vholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trende
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in
wholesale prices.
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The unad justed index for the total of the nine trades (on the base
of 1935-1939=100) stood at 294.8 for December 1951 compared with 282.4 for
December a year ago and 353.4 for November 1951.

Fruit and vegetable wholesalers took the lead in sales increases in
December 1951 with a gain of 22%. In the other eight trades, four showed
increases in volume of sales and four registered declines; auto parts and
equipment sales were 11% higher and dry goods, 15% lower than in the same
period last year.

Year-end stocks held by wholesalers in the nine trades covered by
this survey were valued 6% higher than stocks at the end of 1950, the
December increase being the lowest month-end increase in value of inventories
of any month during 1951. Wholesalers of fruits and vegetables with an
increase of 49% recorded the greatest gain among the nine trades. An
increase of 20% was reported by auto parts and equipment wholesalers; stocks
of hardware, dry goods, clothing and groceries were up 10%, 8%, 7%, and 3%
respectively over December 1950. Decreases in dollar volume of inventory
were recorded by wholesalers of footwear, tobacco and confectionery, and
drugs, 23%, 9% and 4% respectively.

Grocery amd od lesalers' Inventorie
Month nde be wholesale Inventorie Stocks/Sales
and Year Average for 1935-1939=100) Ratios
Dry Goods Grocery Grocery
Wholesalers Wholesalers - Wholegalers
December 1948 16208 22301 1943
December 1949 170.8 186.3 a2,
December 1950 189.9 220.6 1.33
November 1951 223.0 _ 278.5 1.10

December 1951 204.1 228,.1 1.34



Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade(l)

(Preliminary)
SALES INVENTORY
Trade and Region December 1951 Jan.-Dec. 1951 | December 31, 1951
December 1950 Jan.~Dec. 1950 | December 31, 1950
WHOLESALE TRADE(1), CANADA «.evve + 4ol + 10.2 + 6.3
T U ITTEE T s oo + 4+ ¢ 2% Teie s e oo ecss . + 5.6 + 8.1
Quebec Gt 0e s P s eaberausr et es o = 2.4. + 8.0
Ontario ..... B . o oientle o o o el . + 2,5 + 10,6
Prairies t.ccececrcsccncecnasans + 8.4 + 9,5
British Columbia eeseveveccscocs + 10.4 + 15.1
Auto Parts and Egquipment ........ + 11.2 + 18.6 + 20.3
Maritimes and Quebec esesvcecss , = 1,9 + 18,1
OTEANTSID Pl s s i T AT » s a s 0@ oblc + 10.2 + 19.8
Western Provinces sececescecacs + 17.0 + 18.5
m PO PDOEP LD OO PUERNELOOTEELOORELES CJ 0.4 + 11.6 - 3.6
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario . + 0.8 + 11.1
Western Provinces ceccoceecccce - 3,2 + 13.0
Clgthlgg LI K B 2N B IR BN BN BN BN Y BK BE BN BE BE Y BN BE N B W ) + 002 . + 200 + 7.0
QHEBEE avisscrsccicisonasvossanel - + 0.9
Ontario and Western Provinces . - 0.5
LR S A A S S AP A N S Y = 404 "'1602 = 22.5
Maritimes and Quebec c.cvevcsoe = 15.9
Ontario and Western Provinces . + 10.6
P I I AT R L X 1503 + 104 + 7.5
Maritimes and Quebec sesecaccse = 10.9 + 2.5
Ontar‘io G808 cecrtescrntooPr 0o = 2100 = 1.3
Western Provinces eesececsceccce = 12,7 +  Le2
L ]
Fruits and Vegetableg ecseeecceees + 21.9 + T2 + 48.9
Maritimes and Quebec seeeseccce + 12.0 + 5.5
TR o £ ols sicieiaralales o o o o a7e afatals)e + 1739 + 8.4
Western Provinces ccececcsceecs + 29.8 + 7.1
G = e seQaerseb e et r e enensetn + 7.3 + 1009 + 3.4
Maritimes csseecersvcvoncncscne + 11.0 + 7.9
QUEDEC vasssecrsossacacsssssese + 4.l + 5.7
URBAT IO ¥ o/ s/ese s o5 0o o ossimsissotsnss + 204 + 9-1
IBEEMTC SIS ol - @ srape dlagals siss = ¢ 45 = aio e + 7.2 + 11.8
&'itiSh COlu]nbia erasesnnreusas + 16.6 + 20.5
HArdwhre sccesccctcensacsivanscss = 7.9 + 12,6 + 10.0
Maritimes cecceescocoacccncecns - 13.3 + 6.6
Quemc FseCc s OB EBOLIROESESIRLOEOROIROEESEES - 1205 + 1302
EREET@ o ciee o saition s eoinesssneeo - 7.0 + 16.0
Western Provinces ...ccevceccae - 5,1 + 11.0
Tobacco and Confectionery ee.coe. + 10.6 + 8,0 - 8,8
Maritimes and Quebec e¢.veeceees + 244 + 4l
ORLArLo seeacescossses S SeISIG SISl . + 10.3 + 13.0
Western Provinces cececccecocss + 1447 + L

(1) Composite of Nine Trades.
NOTE: Figures for Newfoundland are not available,
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(Average 1935-39=100)
WHOLESELE TRADE : =~ KUTO PARTS AND EQUIPMENT
v it “Weste
e e S o CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies 233;;‘;3 CANADA ff‘rguxz Ontario provinces
December 1948 s e, 259.9 26406 247.9 276.7 23109 292.8 31904 39909 37105 27309
December 1949 .....| 261.5 257.2  236.0  282.5 240.7 293,1 328.0 347.9 364.8 Al
December 1950 .....| 282.4 265,2  260.5  301.7 258 .8 327.7 37446 LAd,e3 435.6 328.5
November 1951 «....| 353.4 335.3  3@R.2  355.6 358.4 420.8 527.9 497.0 529.1 53441
December 1951 .....| 294.8 WO 25L2 T 3H.2 280.5  361.8  440.8 435.9 480.0 38443
DRUGS CLOTHING | FOOTWEAR ___DRY GOODS i
Maritimes Western Maritimes Western
CANADA  Quo. g Omt. Provinces J CANADA CANADA | GANADA ¢ Quobec Ontariqﬁ ‘Provinces
December 1948 +-...| 261.6 267.2 246.1 B8ile3 249.9 192.8 159.4 227.0 201.5
December 19149 vee ..f 301-1 28504 34403 20408 2222 16303 129.0 19903 17303
December 1950 onooo: 322.8 30?.1 %07 20103 244.6 173‘6 15009 19107 ]-8406
November 1951 .....| 389.0 379.0 A7.4 309.8 382.6 275.4, 2432 314.8 306.9
December 1951 .e...| 321.5 309.6 355.0 201.7 233.8 147.0 13445 3¢5 R 161.2
GROCERIES ~ FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
CANADA Meritimes Quebsc Omterio Prairies Loiiich | cajaps 2“%32’{;22 Ontario pooovorn.
December 1948 «....| 219.8 e 2. 240 180.2 2 2460 = 258,01 = 206.4 250.0 298.6
December 194«9 R 224.0 2&05 MQ]. 249'9 18501 24807 268 7 18401 263.8 332.6
December 1950 .....|  242.4 252.4, 211.4  267.. 208.2 298.9 267.9 196.1 265.1 320.0
November 1951 .....| 321.0 336.9 261.6  319.5 314.8 429.5 289.6 223.2 285.3 35445
December 1951 seese 260.1 280.2 220.1 2'7308 223 2 31t8 5 326 6 219 6 31206 415 4
HARTRARE TQBAQQQ_AND_QQNEEQTIQNERIU,, - -
CANADA  Maritimes  Quebse  Ontario sz::zzz . | camaDA garézﬁz Ontario P:ﬁﬁ;'ﬁzgs
December 1948 «..e.|  356.2 297.1 349.5 406.9 337.5 371.0 4345 359.7 338.0
December 1949 ..... 3.8 262.9 330.6 400.4 307.8 399,46 459.7 400.3 3552
December 1950 .....|  411.9 336.5 430.8 498.1 365.7 384.8 445.0 387.9 338.9
November 1951 .....,  471.7 370.1 502.1 507.7 1B .6 41408 400.3 427.0 405.4
1951 ceees 379.4 291.7 377.0 463.2 347.0 425.6 455.7 427.9 388.7

December




