DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS

Industry and Merchandising Division
OTTAWA

Published by Authority of the Rt. Hen. C. D. Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce

Vol. 17 - No. 4
5

WHOLESALE TRADE

APRIL, 19291

Dollar volume of wholesale sales in April 1951 was 23%
higher than in April 1950 and 2% above March 1951 sales., Figures
contained in this report are based on returns submitted by some
400 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. No ad justment
is made for changes in wholesale prices. The April gain was
congistent with that for the first four months of the year, the
cumulative sales for the period from January to April being 23% in
excess of those for the corresponding period of 1950,
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The general unadjusted index (on the base, average for 1935-1939 =
100) was 340,9 for April 1951, as compared with 278.3 for April 1950 and
333.6 for March 1951.

The value of inventories in the nine trades was also 23% higher at
April 30, 1951 than at the same date a year ago.

Automotive parts and accessories and hardware dealers held the lead
among the nine trades in rate of increase over 1950 in April as well as in
the year-to-date comparison. Automotive dealers' sales in April were 54%
above April a year ago, while hardware wholesalers' sales rose 42%. Stocks
on hand at the end of April were up 33% in the automotive trade and 24% in
the wholesale hardware trade.

Increases in sales of 26% and 25% over April 1950 were recorded by
tobacco and confectionery wholesalers and by dry goods wholesalers, while
inventories in these trades rose 12% and 20% respectively in value.

Fruit and vegetable wholesalers' sales were 2% lower in April this
year than in April a year ago, with stocks on hand at April 30 valued 6%
higher.

Grocery and Dry Goods wholesalers' Inventories

Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories Stocks/Sales
and Year (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) Ratios
Dry Goods Grocery Grocery
wholesalers Wholesalers wholesalers
Lpril 1948 181.1 205.6 1.09
April 1949 2081 07 218.8 AV
April 1950 220.8 220.6 i
March 1951 2873 .2 288.2 126
April 1951 264.1 285,56 1.33
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Percentage Changes in iholesale Trade (1)

(Preliminarv)
SALES INVENTORY
Trade and Region April 1651 Jan,.~April 1951 April 30, 1951
April 1950 Jan.-April 1950 April 40y 1950
WHOLESALE TRADE(L), CANADA ....... 22.5 + 22,7 23,0
ISR EBARIS NG 5'e o Note 575 Fa o8 sia e & ovods s L R + 18,6
Quebec LR AR SRy S tes s e s e +2006 + 24.8
Ontario ® * P So w2 e taene e e, + 22.2 + 2303
Prairies L B I I B R I R S R + 2109 + 19.2
BritiSh Colmnbia *® 9 &0 000000 e + 2707 + 27.4
Auto Parts and Eouipment(2) ...... 54,2 + 48.4 32.9
Naritimes and QUEbEC .eesececese + 7241 + 67.1
OntariO LU B R R I R R I N I NN I I S Y +43.9 +4o.8
Western Provinees .. v eeaobs o + 5748 49,0
Drugs seveeecnes ol 3(2hake ofoka ala ghe * STANERA - 19.2 iR 6.9
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario .. + 15.7 1%af
Westem PI'OVinCeB EEEE IR ik 2609 22.8
Clothi!g; 2 800 % 0N TP O PN S S NP nwPe 8.5 + 19.8 10.4
Quebec B8P S8 0 GFEPOOCOCHPNOS IO EROERON bm 602
Ontario and Western Provinces ., ah NG S
Footwear L B B B R I IR R I T T R 15.7 +31'1 24.8
Maritimes and Quebec se.veertese + 17.4
Ontario and Western Provinces .. + 14.3
Dr! Goods ® 0 9 & 00 P % PP o g e 2o s o 24.6 + 28.1 19.6
Maritimes and Quebet .ecceeeseces + 24,8 31.7
ontario B ¢ 29 8% e P B OB E eI et + 22.1 27.7
Western Provinees ...cieecsceess + 28.3 22 .4
Fruits and Vegetables ..cevevecascs 2 O e (200 4 Bletls
Maritimes and QUEbEC ..vescecens +y =853 6.9
ontario 6 % 0 %9 2 s v s e 3 LN R I R R AR 3 - o 005 6.1
Western Provinces dcoescss . i 5 = 68 0.9
g’ﬁg_e_l_‘l_e_s ® 05 0 0% 0 et PP ee TP EER CO G e 1600 + 17.1 29.4
hﬁaritimes P % 8 8 84 e SRS BN e + 1400 +'ll.2
DTODOCL oisks 15 wyeshalls ot ahoim b o o (6 3 onslis ety S ) +. 1T
Ontario L0 LR Y R R I B R R B I BN T NN ) + 12.4 + 17.1
Prairies ® 8 9 8 &40 000 PP e e LN} + 20.8 + 18.8
British Colmbia ®® 00004 aRase + 23'5 + 22.7
HM LU B I I B R I NI I I IR I B I 41.8 +44.2 24.3
I\;aritilﬂes L R I N R I I R R I ) +40.5 +40.5
Quebec @ % a8ty 0000000t a0t e +4403 + 52.5
Ontario ® O PP 6t 0B ee e e + 5606 +5105
Vestern Provinees ..ceceseescocss + 32.4 + 36.9
Tobacco and Confectionery .eeseeee 25.8 + 14.9 12.2
Maritimes and QUEbeC .sccecocscess + 1258 + 8.6
Ont-BI'iO S8 S a0t erR e aRNEL R0 + 2807 + 1907
eSSt erNlPROVINCOS ¢4 oriisnes s doss + 26,3 12,6
(1) Composite of Nine Trades, (2) Designation of this group has been changed from

"Automotive Equipment" but the

NOTE: Figures for Newfoundland are not available,

content is the same.



MONTHLY INDEX NUKBERS OF WHOLESALE GALES IN CANAbA

(Average 1935 = 1939 = 100)
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WHOLESALE TRADE

ALUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT

lionth and Year CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies DIivisB [ ooyupy  METIVIMGS 40,4, Western
Columbia & Quebec Provinces
Aprid POAE oviwmi. .. 285.1 297.7 281,0 296 .5 249.0 344 .4 368.1 412,3 370.6 353.2
Apmiyls BG4S S gatsoie s ) e 27€ .6 265.3 304.2 287.6 324 .4 394 .6 351.7 379.5 432.0
Aprif IS8 . @i . 278 .3 264.7 247 .3 292,0 273.2 3281 St 325.3 3RSRT7 391.4
March BIGL. .. . oeerss 333.6 315.6 325.2 344.5 311.6 379.2 431.5 425.2 468,1 414,0
APl 1G5 oo isivas 340.9 321.6 298.2 356.8 330.0 411,3 573.2 559.8 540.6 617 .6
DRUGS CLOTHING FOOTWEAR DRY GOODS
Maritimes Western . 1 Maritimes Western
CANGRA, Que .&0nt. Provinces CANADA CANADA CANADA & Quebec e Provinces
P10 g SR L [ e T 288.9 279.5 308.8 253.5 288.9 259.2 266 .4 272.5 218.9
April 1949 ....... 315.8 308.8 328.3 280.9 346.1 253,0 254.9 257.0 234 .0
Apsils MEBE ..o o cvarorees 285.2 290557 316.2 230.1 278.3 222 .4 220,5 231.8 203.6
Nareh 1951 ........ 334 .8 329.9 348,.9 321.8 416.6 307 .4 3.1 333 .8 296 .7
Al dlINIE oeovs % o 0 d 340.0 314 .4 401.3 249.7 322.0 B e 1L 275.2 283 .0 261.2
GROCERIES FRUITS AND VBEGETABLES
. : . British Maritimes . Western
CANA i
DA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies Columbia CANADA % ko Ontario Preimra o
ApDids UGPE 3¢ v T Fon s 262.0 292.5 226 .3 281 .8 218.9 321.4 258.5 254 .7 282.4 218.9
Apimisl I8 S v o 6 240.4 257.1 182.4 245,3 230.3 315.3 285.1 259.0 300.5 265.3
Aprisd JIEE o5 s e 241.8 258138 191.7 246.3 229.1 e 291.9 260.3 344.1 287 .6
PiesBell JROIBI . o 5t aia v, ot 281l.1 313.8 226.6 274,9 272.7 371 .4 280.9 247 ,6 311.4 259.9
Lpai] LG s, iste o 280.5 289.3 206 .7 276 .8 276 .8 392.9 286.1 273.8 342,4 2€8.6
HARDWARE TOBACCO AND CONFECTIONERY
CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario _"estern CANADA Maritimes  gniq.40 Western
Provinces & Quebec ) Provinces
April 1948 ...cee... 37 .0 405.1 356 .2 387.9 374 .6 348.5 409.8 340.4 292,2
April 1949 ....... M5 382.8 373,.9 356 .6 411.9 390.7 375.7 432.3 350.3 334 .3
Bl =98 @RS o, 5, 2% . 355.6 346 .6 298.9 388 .8 367 .6 350.2 397 .3 344 .0 296 .2
Maneh WIS eas oasws e 480.2 408.1 474 .6 553 .5 436 .9 382.9 399,.8 377.6 358,.5
e D e 5 S e 504 .2 487 .0 431,3 608.9 486,7 440,6 468.0 442 .7 374 .1




