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WHOLESALE TRADE

MAY, 1951

Sales of wholesalers in May 1951 were 12% higher than in
May a year ago and 6% above April 1951 volume. The May increase
was the lowest among those for the first five months of this yeer.
Increases for earlier months of 1951 were as follows: January,
33%; February, 24%; March, 14%; and April, 23%. Sales in the
January-to-May period were 20% above those for the same five months
of 1950,

Figures in this report are based on returns from some400
wholesalers representing nine trades. They indicate trends in
dollar volume of business, no ad justment having been made for
changes in wholesale prices.,
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The general unadjusted index (on the base, average for 1935-1939 =
100) stood at 361.0 for May 1951, as compared with 321.5 for lay 1950 and
340.9 for April 1951.

Wholesalers' stocks were valued 26% higher at May 31, 1951 than at
the corresponding date a year ago. '

Hardware and automotive parts and equipment wholesalers again
registered the greatest increases in dollar sales over a year ago. Gains of
23/ recorded for these tredes in May were considerably smaller than those
for the five-month period from January to liay when hardware wholesalers'
sales were up 39j% and those of automotive parts and equipment dealers were
427 above the corresponding period of 1950, Stocks in the hands of hardware
wholesalers were 27/ sbove the value at May 31, 1950, while automotive parts
and equipment wholesalers' inventories were up 356,

Sales of footwear wholesalers rose 19% over Nay a year ago as
compared with the five-month cumulative gain of -29%. Footwear inventories
were up 26jc. Wholesale grocers' sales advanced 14% and inventories, 317.

A gain of 12% was registered in sales of dry goods wholesalers as compared
with a 25% increase for the year to date. Drugs clothing, and fruit and
vegetable wholesalers reported sales up 10%, 6/ and 5% respectively in lay.

A 6% decrease in sales of tcbacco and confectionery wholesalers
rfollowed a 25/ gain reported in April. The year-to~date increase over 1950
amounted to 10%. Stocks on hand were valued 15/ higher than at the end of
May a year ago.

Among the various regions, British Columbia registered the greatest
increase in total wholesale sales with a gain of 18k over kay 1950. The
Prairie Provinces, Quebec, and Ontario followed with sales up 13%, 12% and
11% respectively, while a gain of 5% was recorded for the Maritime Provinces.

Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers' Inventories

lionth Index Musbers of Winclesale Inventories Stocks/ Sales
and Year (Average for 1935-1939 = 100) Ratios
Dry Goods Grocery Grocery
Wiholesalers Wholesalers Wholesalers
May 19486 186.7 18879 Al
lay 1949 208%0 201.7 Tals
May 1950 215.8 207.3 1.00
April 1951 262.5 285,9 1.33
May 1951 264 .0 2NORT 1.09

Year's subscription, $1.00
single copies, .10



Percentage Chunges in wholesale Trade (1)

(Preliminary)
SALES INVENTORY
Trade and Region NMay 1951 Jen.~Hay 1951 May 51,1951
May 1950 Jan.=kay 1950 May 351, 1950
i TRADE(L), CANADA ....... + 12,3 + 20.2 + 25.5

IERRENBAUTIRS] §a 0 e e .o » o.cs00 00000 8 00 0 ols ol + 4.8 + 15,1
BHEBIE Y e 1 0's o o o o a-ata o srorers o o0 4 0 + 11.9 + 21.8
ORI O™ ofe s e a0 e o vrvas o ssiass seainias + 11.4 + 20.4
IEIRARAT 108 e v ois o caaooeseiionasoeses + 13.1 + 17.8
British Columbi@ eeeescsevsvenss g8 + 25.4
Awto Parts and Equipment(2) «.oo.. + 22.7 + 4).7 + 3544
Maritimes and Quebec ..ceescennn + 235.4 + 58.7
OntBrio ecevveecvresosscsaressans + 18.8 + 35.6
destern Provinces ..eecevcicaens + 26.0 d +43.4
REICIEN oi50ele]o = » 5o o o o s shore &l ousis s s s s eiils & + 9.6 + 17.0 + N0gH
Liaritimes, Quebec and Ontario .. +£ 0 73 + 15.4
destern Provinees ....ceecececes £ 552 + 2l
BEOBRTNE o coccovacsncccrsaosssnnse + 6.4 + 17.2 + 1852
PRIEREIG) (ya)s]e o a]e elslsrels 3 31l shelalels) slolela =S
Ontario and lYiestern Provinces .. 2 2NNE
HEOBWEOT % oiclslsie «a s o sions oo oo oit o ais ond + 19g4 + 28.9 Fe25k 7
Maritimes and QUEebeC ceeeerionnan + 20.5
Ontario sand western Provinces .. % 1885
(U GAOUES fore1+ ke ohe 6 o /0 si0 0is o siosis 05 sis + 11.9 + 24.8 + 255
Maritimes and QUEDEC +sveevevacae + 126 + 27.9
OITEEEBINOL 3 olallsTens o o s lalslelshslolslane o ae] o + 4.2 + 22.8
Western Provinees ...cececerenas $o A5 + 22.0
Fruits and Vegetables .ecevescenns + 5.3 T+ 4.3 + 2,1
Maritimes and QUEDEC .evevseoree + 11.5 + B.6
(EIMEELIION o ol sl ol = ofslagetsiolsielelslshokersharere + 5.4 + 6.2
#estern Provinees seeceecaceevcas 2L, @) Rls
GYOCEYieS sosetvveveevscacsoscnansae + 13.5 + 16,3 + 30,6
MOTIEIMES, wiaretaie « o v suone = oo = ol siddale + 2.9 + 9,3
I @ e falehelohs o o= slopshsnens o ot skshoksqihihs + 11,3 + 12.4
ORBETIO) (ohs/ oralern oieiois ¢ sleraio siaisis o o' ol o ST 15 + 15.9
IRAIRHES! o) o 0o s aeeaonoease s + 16.3 + 18,2
Brasbalsh Columbia seeeese oo ohiofis + 24,7 + 25,1
EBRAWETO o o oc oovioins csacansorssnsus + 23.4 + 39.0 + #2649
Haritimes eevieecesecvrnoscocsonas + 5.4 + 30,9
QHEBIOCH o 91e o sisie s o s ¢ o 0msnsl s sis a8 wks o whs + $251.(@ + 45,0
ORIGETINOL o ofelel s cxo o o shorensiions sms ons ¢ ¢ o o0 + 23.7 + 44 .4
Nestern Provintes ceseeseeceecss + 25.9 + 34,2
Tobacco end Confectionery eseveeees =55, 4 956 + 15.0
Maritimes and QuebeC ..ceeevcass = 18 ) (0
OO SN olelelss) o ol s oxekoReioke o ko a o shs o £ 15,3 + 15.0
Western Provinees oo icevesseces =Rl i7 + 6.4

(1) Composite of Nine Trades. (2) Designation of this group hus Leen changed from
"Automotive Eguipment" but the content is the sume.
NOTR: lMigurss for Newfoundland are not availuble.




HONTHLY INDEX NUMBERS OF WOLESALE SALES IN CANADA

(Average 19

35 - 1939 = 100)
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 VHOLESALE TRADE

AUTO PARTS AND EQUIPKENT

S 20 Mt CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies orivi80 | cpogpy reritimes ...,  destern
Columbia & Quebec Provinces
Ny MNEEE . . .. c. 00 v 274.2 304 .8 251l.6 301.5 259.2 325 .4 381.6 540.4 320.8 392,95
May 1949 ..ccveecces 303.3 313.6 264.2 339.5 301.7 347.7 420.9 449.1 374 .7 457 .4
MY BIBO, o v ie ore wererens S8le5 338.,7 278.,2 362.2 315.:2 371 .0 418.4 510.6 387.8 419.9
ApriglE-1E9B1- .. .6 i 340.9 321.3 298.2 356.8 332.8 412,9 565.4 537 .4 531.6 617.6
bt 1 15 R 361.0 355.0 311.3 403.5 356.6 438.5 513 .4 630.,1 460.7 529.1
DRUGS — - ] CLomING| = TOONEER] DRY GOODS
.. NATICINES Western - — .., HNaritimes Western
CANADA Que. & Ont. Provinces CANADA CANADA CANADA & Quebec Ohheindie Provinces
Megr MOEB . 5. e e e o 276.6 267 .5 298.8 225 .8 215.4 248.9 244.2 262.2 236 .8
May 1949 ...... H o oo GV, 310.6 329.3 242.6 282.2 240.4 225.9 261.4 2863
NERY 1890 2 sisieie s ainoe 333.3 328.6 343.5 215.2 265.8 224.8 205.1 259.0 213.4
ApmSlt W95 . .acvnans 340.2 314.9 401.3 249.7 324.8 276 .7 2958.2 283.0 259.0
NaREIBL. oiis e tteane JToh 365.3 352.6 395.7 229.0 317.4 251.6 230.9 2619.9 259.3
GROCERIES FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
z y R - 5 e 7] " Maritimes ¢ Western
C/ANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies o 1imika o CANADA & Quebec Ontario Provincee
MEVAIRIER |, Nood Jodel 237.5 286.1 208.0 243.1 A82.9 268 .6 242.9 2292 254.0 227.8
MGRRIIREEEIN i\ oia'vie o o ajere 255.3 293.8 208,2 265.0 242.3 308.9 311.6 300.3 312,7 301 .4
TR LEE S 0] 280.3 314.7 233.4 282.0 269,0 356.8 344 .0 313.2 359.9 328.2
APaEsSREEI S s oitees oo 28l1.2 289.3 207.2 @ 279.3 276 .8 392.2 290,11 279.6 346.5 271.2
MeVaadiBl e o svera v d oo o o 318.1 323 .8 259.8 313.6 312.6 444.9 362.2 = 349.2 379.3 335.1
HARDWARE TOBACCO AND CONFECTIONERY
T Western c Maritimes . #Western
CANADA liaritimes Quebec Ontario Bradla. o CANADA 5 Quebec Ontario e o
May 1948 ...¢ccveeue 361.1 35,9 323.7 373 .4 385.3 370.6 348.2 394.8 325.3
May 1949 ..... WeFepe Lk 395.8 368.8 333 .4 433.1 424.6 410.6 385.5 424.8 3726
AT AR 5 418.4 411.6 360.4 475.1 431.4 437.7 428.3 453,93 388.5
oy onen LS £ R, 502.8 487.0 425.0 608.9 489.3 436.0 473.6 435.5 369.4
MERANIREENE | 5ioie e orsiarere 5163 435,8 443 .3 58Wa 543.1 413.,6 394.0 468.3 F39.2




