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WHOLESALE TRADE
JANUARY 952

Indexes of wholesale sales for the nine trades covered in this survey
are showninthis report for January 1952 and for each month of 1951 with

‘a revision to the Canada totals. It has been found necessaryto revise the

Canada totals because of changes in provincial weights. The indexes
shown for total wholesale trade represent the weighted average of the
nine trades only and not all kinds of wholesale business. Because pro-
vincial indexes for some trades are not available, indexes for the total
of the nine trades are shown only for Canada total.

PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES

JANUARY 1952
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Sales Trends by Tradeg

Jamary sales of wholesalers in the trades covered by this survey
were 3% lower than in January of 1951. Footwear and dry goods wholesalers
reported the greatest decreases in sales = 29% below January a year ago.
Wholesalers dealing in food products and drugs had increased sales in
January 1952 over the same month last year. Fruit and vegetable wholesalers
recorded 18% greater dollar value sales than in January 1951, drugs reported
a gain of 8%, tobacco and confectionery 4% and grocery wholesalers reported
a slight inecrease of 0.4%.

Inventories

i

Inventories in Jamuary this year were only slightly above the 1951
level, and the trend was not consistent with sales. Fruit and vegetable
wholesalers, who reported the most pronounced sales gain also had the largest
increase in stocks (24% above 1951 stocks). Auto parts and equipment and
hardware wholesalers both with decreased sales recorded inventory gains of
12% and 6% respectively. Declines in inventories were reported in the re-
maining six trades; tobacco and confectionery wholesalers with a decrease
of 16% recording the greatest drop.

Grocery apd Dry Goods Wholesalers' Inventories

Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventorieg Stocks/Sales
Year _ Average for 1935-1939 = 100) Ratios
Dry Goods Grocery Grocery
Wholesalers Wholesalers Wholesalers
Jamuary 1951 231.2 2432 1.10
December 1951 20/l ' 228,.1 ka3,
Jamiary' 1952 215.5 238.3 1.10
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade (1)
(Preliminary)
Sales Inventory
Sl e o January 1952 | January 31, 1952
January 1951 January 31, 1951
wHOLESALE TRADEL), CANADA o o 0 0 o - 2.6 + 0,6
Auto Parts and Bquipment + « o o« ¢ « = 11,5 +12,.3
Maritimes and Quebec , ¢ « ¢« o o o . - 26,5
Ontario © ®# 0 @€ 0 o & & e e e o° oo - 609
Western Provinces . o« o o v« o o % o - 75
Drugs e o 5 o ® @& ® o 0 @ e o o ©° e + 8'2 - 1#09
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario ., , + 5.4
Western Provinces . o « ¢ o o o o + 17,4
Clothing © 06 e o e o e © @& e o e ea - 603 Ll 808
FOOtweaI' D2 0 0 & © & e * & e e * e @ = 28.9 -10.8
Dr;! GOOds © © @ ® 6 o°o e ¢ e ®» 0o ° @ - 28.9 - 6@8
Maritimes and \{uebec 0 o 9 9 e o @ — 35OA
Ont&rio 0O @ @ 0 % e+ e ¢ & ° e s o = 28.3
Nestern PI’OViIICeS e © o ¢ e e o o - 1907
Fruits and Vegetables . « ¢« « o« « o+ 18,3 2ok
Maritimes and Quebec o ¢ o o o o o + 11,0
Ontario ©6 ¢ 06 ¢ o 0 0o 6 e © o o o + 1803
Western Provinces . o o ¢ ¢ o o o + 25.4
Groceries 0 6 © 0 ® e e e e o © o° o % noh b 200
Maritimes 6 ¢ & © © & & © o o © o - 1302
QucbOC ° 6 0 ¢ o © 6 © © ® © © © - 501
Ontario O 6 ® ® + & © & & ©° o e o = 108
Prairies 6 © © ® ¢ © © 06 © © o e o + 1005
British Columbia 4 o o o o o o o » + 10,6
Hardware 0o 0o © © © e & © © © © @ o “: 1502 + 508
MAritimes o o « ¢ o o o ¢ o ¢ o o - 250-1+
C;uebec 6 ¢ 6 © 0 0 e o o o o ®» o o D 1306
Ontario 0 © 0 e ¢ @€ o O e ¢ o0 o o© — 1505
Western Provinces . « ¢ o o o o o - 14,3
Tobacco and Confectionery o » o o o *+ 43 -16.2
Maritimes and Quebec 6 o o e e @ t 00-5
OntaI‘iO . * * ¢ . * @ * e ¢ @ + 5.0
Western Provinces ., o o o o o ¢ o + 9.5

(1) Composite of Nine Trades,
NOIE: Figures for Newfoundland are not included,



FONTHLY IKDEA HUFBLRS OF WHOULLSALE SALIS IN CANADA i
(Average 1935 - 1939 = 100)

M WHOLESALE TRADE (1) GROCERIES
Spgh amd Year _ 5 e British
CANADA CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies Columbia
1951 January 317,.6 280,6 229 .4 195,.4 306,9 271,11 K.y
February 307.9 269,6 A 211,7 266,9 267,8 373,9
March 338.9 28,2 313.8 226,.6 27409 272.7 Ik
April 352.4 278,5 239.3 207.2 279.3 276,8 392.2
May 318.6 38955 32401 259.8 g T o 5 1 Lih o9
June 357.3 321..2 3%leB 252,2 324,0 Skl 439.1
July 388.7 321,5 3387 258,4 318,0 3340 401,0
August ST 3826 34ho2 250,8 3881 334.8 455.8
September S0 S 325.4 253,2 314.9 314.6 L34,7
October o 346,0 361,5 298,5 334.8 3321 473,0
November 364k 321.6 336,9 21,6 3195 314,.8 429,5
December 307.2 259,1 280,2 221 .8 2741 23,2 341,0
1952 January 306,3 <283,0 2512 185.4 30104 299.6 409.7
AUTO PARTS AND EQUIPMENT DRY GOODS FOOTWEAR
Maritimes . Western Maritimes : Western P
_ CANADA & Quebec Wisaria Provinces oAl & uebec Outianio Provinces Clclisapta
1951 January 50,7 496,8 SR 6 L7L.2 2384 211.3 276,5 24,9 235.0
February L65,2 509.1 L56,2 LL6,6 285,1 261,5 351,.5 260,8 312.0
March L41,9 425.2 468,1 4L14,0 316,0 318,1 333.8 296,7 L16.6
April 559,1 o8 Taly 5816 617.6 272,5 275.2 283,0 259,0 324.8
May 520,0  633.7 4L59,2  529.1 250,6 231.8 272,5 259.3 325
June 504 .2 500,1 L8614, 534L.6 195.8 203 .8 193,.9 185,5 236.5
July 482.1  433.6 534,39  436,.8 1577 126,8 161ad 201.0 203.9
August 526,7 478.8 525.6 563,.8 263,0 213.0 279.0 323.8 4L3L.9
September| 574,0 524,5 562.3 628 7 299,2 280.4 506.0 321.3 432.1
October 580,1 556,9 588.8 582 8 289,0 251,.8 315,5 321,1 L14.9
November 523 .4 497,0 529,1 534 | 280,8 292 314.8 306,.9 382.6
December 44,0,2 438,1 476.1 386,6 45,1 130,7 151.4 161,2 231.1
1952 January LL8.9 365.1 495.9 4L38.6 170.5 136,5 198,3 196,7 166, 4

(1) Composite of Nine Trades.,



MONTHLY INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANaDA
- (Average 1935 - 1939 = 100)

HARDWARE DRUGS CLOTHING

Soui End Lear CANADA Maritimes WQuebec Ontario szf;i’:;s CANADA fizlzl’gii ’giz::’m CANADA
1951 January 429.9 325,5 453 .4 4L82,5 LO4 0 342.9 344.9 336.1 238,3
February 398,7 322.9 3714 4L60,9 389.2 3.3 323.2 384.1 258,5

March L73.2 L08,1 L74,.6 553.5 436.9 334.3 329,9 348.9 321.8

April 5047 487,0 4L25,0 608,9 489.3 334.9 314.9 401.3 2L9,7

May 525,2 433.8 44ty ,0 5877 54547 362,6 2R, b 395.7 229.4

June 1+8107 38507 1+5603 53700 1+7802 312 g 29306 37606 20303

July 418%3 330,2 395.4 4L28,2 438,1 3281 3305 386,9 159.3

August 439,1 382.2 417.8 410.7 475.0 364.4 352,1 L05,2 262,9
September 458,1 Lblyp2 482.4 500.4 L23,5 3381 342.4 3285:7 296,7
October 489.3 502.4 L9504 515.4 L69,2 LOL .5 393,6 LL0,.7 300,6
November 1+7006 3700-1 50201 50797 Msoé 38709 37900 l+l7ol+ 30908
December 379.4 291.7 377.0 L63.7 346.3 320,2 309,6 355.3 200,9

1652 January 36542 22,8 291,.7 L07,7 346,2 370.7 363,.5 39,6 28,5

FRUITS ..U VEGETABLES TOBACCO AND CONFECTIONERY

7 Maritimes Western - -Maritimes . - --Western

e o & Quebec Qupario Provinces e & uebec Cliardn Provinces

1951 January 209.3 178.9 250,8 203 .4 373.9  360.6 382.2 378.0
February 28373 229,1 2540 3.0 316.2 292,5 338.1 307.4

March 271.2 27,6 311.4 259,9 381.6 399.8 Wb 358.5

April 296,7 279.6 34685 271,2 435.8 LT73.6 L35.5 369.4

May 384.5 34555 38404 338,0 L16,0 395.3 L63,3 Sl T

June 339,9 S8¢ .8 3456 39750 L32,6 438,.,8 LL5,2 392.3

July 308.3 24L8.3 2075 366,7 4L28,7 4L20,7 446,3 4L02,2
August 303.3 195.3 282,8 L24,8 i 426,3 489,.9 418.8
September 269,.4 191,2 2L9.3 3617 374.0 367,0 383,.8 3634
October 262.3 202,3 22,5 336,8 L5477 499.5 LL7.0 393,2
November 288,6 223,2 285.3 35405 413.5 400,.3 427,0 L05.4
December 315.0 219.6 311,0 410,2 431.5 L65.0 427.1 382.3

1952 January 248,2 198,.6 296,7 255,1 390,2 362,4 401,3 413.9 W
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