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WHOLESALE TRADE
FEBRUARY 1952

The results shown in this report are based on returns from 400
wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends in
dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in whole-
sale prices.

The unad justed index for the total of the nine trades (on the
base of 1935-1939=100) stood at 313.2 for February 1952 compared
with 307.9 for February a year ago and 308.7 for Jamuary 1952.

INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES
OF DRY GOODS AND GROCERY WHOLESALERS
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Sales Trends by Trades

February sales of wholesalers in the trades covered
by this survey were 2% higher than in February 1951. Tobacco
and confectionery wholesalers reported the greatest increase
in sales - 16% above February last year. Wholesalers of
fruits and vegetables showed 15% greater dollar value sales
then in February last year, suto parts and equipment in-
creased 8%, groceries increased 4% and drug wholesalers re-
ported a gain of 3%. Wholesale sales of dry goods, clothing,
hardware, and footwear contimued to decline. Dry goods whole-
salers, with a decline of 21%, registered the greatest drop
in sales from a year ago.

Inventories

Inventories at the end of February 1952 were down
3% from the same date last year. Tobacco and confectionery
wholesalers who recorded the greatest increase in sales
showed the greatest decrease in stocks (23% below the 1951
level). Groceries and drugs wholesalers recorded decreased
stocks of 8% and 3% respectively. Wholesalers of hardware
and clothing registered increased stocks of 3% and 1%
respectively. Wholesalers of fruits and vegetables and auto
parts and equipment also recorded increased stocks (13% and
6% above the 1951 level) while wholesalers of dry goods and
footwear, registered decreased stocks = 10% and 8% respectively.

Grocery and Goods Wholesalers' Inventorie
Month Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories Stocks/Sales
and Year Average for 1935-1939 = 100 » Ratios
Dry Goods Grocery Grocery
Wholesalers Wholesalers Wholesalers
January 1952 215.9 238,.6 1.10



Wholesale Trade in Canada

] Monthly Indexes of Sales F{gﬁ;},ﬁ“ﬁ,ﬁnﬁ}‘ﬁ;‘gf
Trade and Region | rAverage_ 1235—39 = 100) e same month laft gr)
February(P)Jamary(R) | February
; 1952 1952 4 1951 Sales Inventory
Wholesale Trade!, Canada ........... 313.2 308.7 i 307.9 + 2.4 - 2.9
|
Auto Parts and Equipment .......... 502.6 45042 | 465.2 + 8,5 + 6o4
Maritimes and Quebec ............ | 4577 369.1 | 509.1 - 10.1
Ontario .. L P — 523.7 496.9 ‘ 45642 + 14.8
Western Provinces 503.3 438.6 | 4466 + 12.7
1
Drugs .. . 347.1 372.5 i 337.3 + 2.8 - 2.8
Marit;imes Quebec and Ontario 329.0 365.9 323.2 + 1.8
Western Provinces .......o.oen.. 407.5 394.6 | 384.1 + 6.1
Clﬂhm 00 EAOBCH0C 0D OO0 LD TOD) 228-5 21007 | 258-5 - 1106 yo* 1.2
FOOLWERE .....oeoeemeneeace e cesem 296.7 166.9 312.0 . Le9 - 8.5
|
Dry Goods ............. senssneasrssen | 225.6 166.1 285.2 - 20.6 = 906
e e I 1= 126.6 261.5 - 26.5
Oontario ... sresrsesnsiresnines | 268'5 19803 35105 - 2306
Western Provinces cevescesesven | 237.3 196.7 260.8 | = 9,0
Fruits and Vegetables................... 272.7 249.5 237.3 + 15.0 + 12.9
Maritimes and Quebec .............. 25042 199.3 229,1 + 9,2
OBLALIO < voveree oo 28244 297.4 254,40 + 11.2
Western Provinces ... | 28642 257.5 231.0 + 23.9
Groceries 281.6 289.7 269.6 + 3.6 - 8,0
Maritimes . — | 28645 296.9 277.1 + 344
Quebec l 20407 18606 211-7 - 303
ORERFID oo | 272.8 | 301.7 266.9 s 242
Prairies | 279.9 299.0 267.8 + AeS
British COlumbia ..ooeoereeerereeenes - 439.7 | 4O7.8 373.9 + 17.6
Hardware ....... 3549 | 365.9 398.7 - 11 |+ 3.2
Maritimes ......cccvveecciriececineineee 239.3 [ 242.8 322.9 = 25.9
Quebec eecereeracstaisassasssssasseracessosaasanene 31807 | 3940 37104 = ].14,‘2
(0717215 1> N 395.9 | 406.7 460.9 - 14.1
Western Provinces ... 368.2 347.0 389,2 = 5.4
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... 365.0 389.7 316.2 + 15.5 - 23.0
Maritimes and QUEbEC ........... 340.2 362.4 292.5 + 16.3
Ontario 387.1 402.8 SR + 1445
Western PrOVINCES co veveeoneenes 3575 40745 307.4 + 16.3

1. Composite of Nine Trades

Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included.
6505 = 505

3=4=52 .
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