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The results shown in this report are based on returns from
4LOO wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in
wholesale prices.

The unad justed index for the total of the nine trades (on
the base of 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 308.9 for January 1953 com -
pared with 310.2 for January a year ago and 340.9 for December 1952.

PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
JANUARY 1953

KIND OF BUSINESS COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH A YEAR AGO
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Sales Trends by Trades

Wholesale sales, in the nine trades covered by this survey, were fract-
ionally lower in January 1953 as compared with January 1952. Decreased sales
were reported by wholesalers of fruits and vegetables, drugs, groceries, hard-
ware and tobacco and confectionery - 5%, 4%, 3%, 2% and 1% respectively. Sales
of dry goods and footwear increased 19% and 11% respectively over sales in Jan-
uary last year, while sales of auto parts and equipment and clothing registered
smaller gains of 7% and 3% respectively.

Inventories

Inventories at the end of January 1953 were 3% higher than at the same
date last year. All trades with the exceptions of clothing and footwear regis-
tered increased stocks ranging from 8% to 1%. Inventories of clothing and foot-
wear were approximately 12% lower than at the end of January a year ago.

Grocery and Dry Goods wWholesalers' Inventories

Index Numbers of Wholesale Inventories

Month and (Average for 1935-1939=100)
Year
Dry Goods Grocery
Wholesalers Wholesalers
December 1952 184.3 243 .2

January 1953 : 2201 29.7




Wholesale Trade in Canada
JANUARY, 1953

Trade and Region

Monthly Indexes of Sales
(Average 1935-39 = 100)

Percentage Change
(Current month over
same month last year)

January (P)December (R )

January

1953 1952 1952 fres o
% %

Wholesale Trade!, Canada ......... 308.9 340.9 Hen2 - 0.2 + 3.3

Auto Parts and qunpmel‘ 0 c0ComDED 482t1+ 507 03 hsl 01+ + 608 + 803
Maritimes and Quebec .............. gLkl 500.3 3.1 - 2.7
(O 7715276 1(7) 0 e O PP 510.0 51+5 Al 1+98 . 5 = 2 03
Western Provinces.................. 529.8 454.3 438.6 + 20.8

Dms D P T P T TR} 35708 393 t9 37205 3.9 + 3 .5
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario 3564 375.2 365.9 2,6
Western Provinces .......ccoccemveeine 362.6 L56,2 394 .6 8.1

[0 117113 1Y O 216.6 247.9 210.7 + 2.8 - 11.6

FOOMWRRD ....cocooeniiiricivimicrci i 186 07 303 QA’+ 16706 + ll-L} - 1105

DEY GOOAS ..o cveveeeeneen 195.3 186.9 166.1 + 18,6 + 3.8
Maritimes and Quebec ............. 157.4 155101, 126 .6 + 24,3
(0] 177 [ T 216.1 184 .4 198.5 + 9.0
Western Provinces ......occoeeue. 233.7 237.1 196.7 + 18.8

Fruits and Vegetables................. 238.2 322.4 250.3 - 5.0 ¥ A5
Maritimes and Quebec ............. 183.9 226.8 201.4 - 8.7
(612 2 (s O 2754 304.2 297.4 - 7.4
Western Provinces ... 259.0 429.9 258.5 + 0.6

GPOCEII@E ..o 286 .7 282.7 292.8 - 2.9 + 7555
MELIEIMES cooeeemmererenereerrencemesemesenaes 297.2 299.0 296.9 + 0.1
Quebec 168.8 216.9 190.5 - 11.4
ONEAIID <ovveveeeeesornerees e cesneerssnsenrene 286.3 297.9 301.7 - 5.1
PrAifles ooveevsrecennecesensene 304.7 250.7 299.0 + 1.9
British Columbia ......ocreeereenreenens , 440.9 411.2 429.7 + 2.6

Hardware 358.8 L23.4 365.9 - 1.5 + 2.3
Maritimes 273.9 330.5 242.8 + 12.8
Quebec . 364.9 4,09.8 394.5 - 7.5
ontarlo ... 405,5 514 .2 4L06.7 - 053
Western Provinces ...ovoerennn, 342.1 393.1 347.0 - 1.4

Tobacco and Confectionery .......... 386.9 4L61.7 389.8 - 0.9 + 1.4
Maritimes and Quebec -...c....... 341.7 4L20.3 362.4 - 5.7
Ontario 4L06.8 L68.1 403.2 + 0.9
Western ProviNCes ..oeeeerecceneces 4,20.9 414.0 L07.5 + 3.3

1. Composite of Nine Trades

Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included.
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