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The results shown in this report are based on returns from
400 wholesalers distributed over nino trades. They roiflect trends
in dollar volume of Lusiness and are not adjusted for changes in
wholesale prices.

The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on
the base of 1935-1939=100) stood at 344./ for December 1953 com—
pared with 340.8 for December a year apo and 36l.5 for November
1953.
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Sales Trends by Trades

Wholesale sales in December were slightly higher than in the same
month last year. Increased sales reported for drugs and groceries more than
oftset declines in the other trades covered in this survey. Wholesalers of
drugs and groceries repistered sales increases of 4% and T respectively
compared with sales in December 1952. In the soft goods trades, dry soods! |
sales dropped 12%, clothing 9% and footwear 7h. Wholesalers of hardware
reported a decline of 3% in sales while auto parts and equipment sales dropped
less than 1%. I'ruit and vegetable vholesalers showed a drop of 4% in sales
while tobacco and confectionery sales remained unchanged from Lecember last
year.

Inventories

5tocks held by wholesalers were valued 1% higher at the end of
Decerber 1953 than at the sume date last year. OSubstantial increases in
inventory were reported by vholesalers of footwear and clothing (58% and
17% respectivaly.) Siocks of auto parts and equirment were 12% higher while
those of dry poods and tobucco and confectionery increased 8% and 7% respecti-
vely. holesalers of {ruits and vegetables reported the only substantial drop
in stocks = 17% below the level at December 31, 1952 Inventory of hardware
declined 3%, froceriec 1% and drucs less than 1%.

Grocery and Dry Goods wholesalers' Invontories

lionth and Year Index Mumber of holesale Inventories
(Average for 1935-1939=100)

Ty Geoods Grocery

iholesalers wholesalers
December 1953 19? 09 21‘.0 03
Novenber 1953 21945 273.9

December 1952 178.9 243 42
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Monthly Indexes of Sales F:g%r:\ttaggnﬁhgegf
Trade and Region (Average 1935-39 = 100) same month last year)
o e — - E— - e - — - il = e s —
. December (P)November(R) December p_— et
- 1953 | 1953 1952 | =
% : %
Wholesale Trade!, Canada ........... 34deds 361.5 340.8 p + 0.7 |+ 1.
| “ l
Auto Parts and Equipment ... 50640 61642 502 .4 - 0.6 + 11.9
Maritimes and Quebec ............. 428.3 548 o4, 509.9 - 16,0 |
Ontario ....coooeveeeieeeeee s 575 09 { 62409 542 o8 |l + 6.1
Western Provinces..........co... 4561 653.1 L54e3 | + 0e4
T S BN 1 s 2V A 408 .8 39344, | + 347 | = 0ol
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario | 390.7 393.1 37466 | + Le3 |
Western Provinces ............o.c.... | 46340 | 4610 456e2 | + 1e5 |
Clothing .......ccoooivveimiiiiicicieeene [ 226.1 : 281.5 21{-’709 [ 8.8 { + 16.6
FOOUWERT ..ooooeeeeoeeeee e | 281.6 ‘ 32057 303 .4 - Te2 | 4+ 5842
Dry GOOdS .....ocovvinnririiniiieeicvin e 162.2 266 0 183 07 - 1108 | Q- 7.8
Maritimes and Quebec .............. 138.1 24849 15647 . =119
OMAMIO oo | L0205 27066 | 184e4 | =119 |
Western Provinces ...........c...... | 198.4 287.7 223.9 | = 114 |
Fruits and Vegetables............... 317.2 26244, 32244 | - 4e2 = 17.3
Maritimes and Quebec ................ 191.9 205.8 226.8 - 1544
(0311775 (s JOTSSN O 28546 2415 30402 - 6.1
Western Provinces ................ Lble7 3347 429.9 + 8.1
l |
GrOCELI®S ..ooooocsoeoeeeeeeeeeeeeereeee. r 302.0 311.7 282.7 | + 649 = 1.2
Maritimes .ococovecveveriere e 298 07 3:12 01 299 o0 O Ool !
[ 7] o1 N : 2427 | 23945 21649 + 11.9 '
T ; 3152 300.8 2979 + 5.8
PLAIFIES coooooocoveveveeoam e | 268.0 | 3168 25067 + 6,9
British Columbia ....cc....ovvvvveeenne. - 45546 45843 411.2 + 10.8
Hardware ........occooocoecvveveevvecccnereressacsanans 1&13 5 10-72 2 4-23 ol - 2.7 \ - 2.8
MAritimes .......oocooevmeceerecereneionee 33045 404,49 330.5 (2) .
QUEDEC oo 42066 523 .8 408 .7 + 2.9 |
(0] 11X 5 (TR 528.1 4861 5142 + 2.7
western Provinces ... 357.3 | 19,0 | 393,1 - 9,1
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... 46340 ’ 4102 4631 (2) L+ 7.0
Maritimes and Quebec ............. 48147 39540 4B2.7 - 0e2
ONEATIO oo 464,43 /13.0 469.0 - 1.0
western Provinces ....o.ocoveeee.n. 426 .8 43045 41448 + 2.9 |

1. Composite of Nine Trades 2+ Unchanged
Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included.

6505=505
9=2=54
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