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f'lf/ The results shown in this report are besed on returns from
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes 4in
wholesale prices.

The unadjusted index for the total of the nine tredes (on
the base of 1935-1939=100) stood at 305.0 for February 1953 com -
pared with 314.9 for February a year ago and 309.1 for Jamary 1953.

INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES

OF DRY GOODS AND GROCERY WHOLESALERS
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vales Trends by Tradeg

Wholesale sales contimued to decline in February 1953« Sales for the nine
trades covered in this survey were 3% lower than in the same month last year.
Decreased sales were reported by wholesalers of tobacco and confectionery,
fruits and vegetables, hardware, groceries, and drugs - 13%, 8%, 6%, 5%, and
1% respectively. Sales of footwear were 13% higher than in February 1952.
Wholesalers of auto parts and equipment and dry goods reported increesed sales
of 11% while clothing sales were 5% higher.

Inventories

Stocks held by wholesalers were 4% higher at the end of February 1953 thanm
at the same date last year. Higher invemtories, ranging from 11% to 4% were
recorded by wholesalers of dry goods, auto parts and equipment, groceries,
and hardware. Stocks of footwear were 19% lower than at the end of February
1952, while stocks of tobacco and confectionery and clothing declined 9% and
7% respectively. Inventories of drugs and fruits and vegetables were only
slightly lower than a year agoe.

Index Mumbers of Wholesale Inventories

Month and (Average for 1935-1939=100)
Year
Dry Goods Grocery
Wholesalers kholegalers
February 1952 230.2 23340
January 1953 219.8 2517

February 1953 25640 24345




Wholesale Trade in Canada
FEBRUARY, 1953

Trade and Region

Monthly Indexes of Sales
(Average 1935-39 = 100)

Percentage Change
(Current month over
same month last year)

February(P)January (R)| February
1953 1953 | 1952 " R,
% %

Wholesale Trade!, Canada ........... 305.0 309.1 31449 - 3.3 + 3.7

Auto Parts and Equipmeli. wrsrarvessm 561 03 48109 506.9 + 10.7 + 708
Maritimes and Quebec ............... 4791 36246 419.6 @ = 0.l
(O] T [ T S TORRRERUU IR S 558.9 508.0 52144 b & Te2
Western Provinces............ccuoveeeer 625.8 53043 5047 | + 2460

el I T, (V- 36049 379 | = 0.7 | = 1.7
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario 32547 36044 l 330.0 = 1.3
Western Provinces ...........o..... 41342 362.6 40745 l + o4

(o LT TP 241.9 215.3 | 230.6 + 49 - 7.0

FOOWERN ......c..covvneierreriecraanieseom 341.9 189.6 303.6 ' + 12.6 = 19,1

Dry GOOUAB .......cocccvvreeemnenenirncnncaeneem 248 .3 193 00 [ 22502 ' + 10-6 + 1102
Maritimes and Quebec ........... 218.4 157.1 | 19440 | + 12.6
1017: 7 1o TN 28409 216.1 26805 + 6.1
Western Provinces .....ccccceoveeinenns 260 3 226 o 233.2 ‘ + 11.6

Fruits and Vegetables................. 25242 238.5 273 .4 - 76 - 1.0
Maritimes and Quebec .......c....... 242 ok 183.9 25245 = 40
ontario ... 23746 27547 2819 | = 15.7
Western Provinces .............. 2741 259.6 28644 = L3

Groceries 271.0 288 ofll 283 9 - 408 + 405
Maritimes 272.1 2972 28466 | = Lok
Quebec ....... 19100 169 Ql)- 20600 ; r 7.3
Ontario 255.6 286.3 2728 P 6.3
Prairies 2732 30642 2799 - 24
British Columbia .........c.cccoueveeeeee - 489 44940 4H1.8 | F 2.8

Hardware 33642 359.0 3573 | = 548 + bk
Maritimes 24346 26347 239.3 | + 1.8
Quebec ......... 3043 36409 321.3 = 5.3
(07,1715 1) RO 390.5 055 40541 = 3,6
Western Provinces .................. 33642 3442 367.0 - 8.4

Tobacco and Confectionery .......... 31546 383,7 36440 = 13,5 - 9.5
Maritimes and Quebec ............... 27461, 341.7 3452 = 205
Ontario 34563 400.0 383,7 - 10.0
Western Provinces ....eevennns 319.4 4205 351.4 - 9.1

1. Composite of Nine Trades

Note: Figwres for Newfoundland are not included.
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