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WHOLESALE TRADE

January, 1948

General Sales Index 37% Above January, 1947

Dollar volume of wholesale sales in Canada during the month of
January, 1948 was 3% in excess of the volume for January, 1947 and 2% below
the December, 1947 level. This drop between December and January is a nore-
mal seasonal trend which has not been in evidence since January, 1944,
Figures are based on returns from 374 wholeselers in nine lines of trade.
The general unadjusted index (on the base, average for 1935=1939=100) stood
at 245.,5 for January, 1948, 2%37,7 for January, 1947, and 251,3 for December,
1947,

Considerable variation in trends existed between the various re=
gions., British Columbia had the largest increase over the previous year
with a gain of 16%. Sales in Quebec and Ontario were up 7% and 3% respec-
tively., Wholesalers in the Prairies reported sales 2% below January, 1947,
while a drop of 7% was registered in the Maritime Provinces.

Increases Smaller than in Previous Months

Only the drug trade, with sales up 11%, reported an increase over
January, 1947 larger than has occurred in preceding months. Tobacco and
confectionery sales were up 6%, The other three trades showing an increase,
viz. dry goods, hardware, and groceries, recorded considerably smaller gains
than have been experienced for some months. Dry goods wholesalers' sales
were 14% above January, 1947, hardware sales were up 13%, while grocers reg-
istered an increase of only 2%.

Sales Drop in Four Trades

Sales of wholesalers of clothing, automotive equipment, footwear,
and fruits and vegetables were smaller in January, 1948 than in the same
month last year. Decreases in these trades were as followss clothing, 6%;
automotive equipment, 7%; footwear, 10%; fruits and vegetables, 11%.

Inventories Valued 19% Higher

Largest increases in value of inventories at January 31, 1948 com=-
pared with January 31, 1947 were registered in the dry goods trade (42%);
clothing (38%), automotive equipnent (33%), and hardware (26%)., Tobacco and
confectionery and footwear wholesalers'stocks increased 17% and 16% respecte=
ively, while lesser gains of 8% and 5% were recorded by grocery and drug
wholesalers. Stocks of fruits and vegetables were valued 8% lower.

Year's Subscription, $1.00
Single Copises, 010
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Percentapge Change _

Sales
{1) {2) INVENTCRY
December January
1947 1948 January, 1948
December January January, 1947
1946 1547

AUTOmotive BQULPHENT seesevssss +22.5 - 7.8 . +33,2
Maritimes and (uebec sececcecssss +19,.8 -19.7
Ontario sessos e BB BB IGOIERIRBIE +2701 ¥ 301
Hestern Provinces c.ssccescses +15,8 -10,86

BIURE o vecoesosniriesaswpiodens oo “10.4 10,8 -
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario. +1%.0 +1C.4
Wiestern Provinces sccsossscsss # 129 +11.8

oL TR T IS F T | PR +11.4 < €.2 +3842
Quebec sseesssozRo st re R R - 5,7 =G-8
Ontario and liestern Frovinces. +28.1 - 4,2

TPROMEERL  « 2 ¢+ ob s » sliinars 8 dodo8.o0 +17,0 = Gob +16.4
Maritimes and QUEDEC ceososeve +25.3 - 3.7
Ontario and VWestern Frovinces. + T3 «16.0

Dry GoodS sessevssossscassssnse +17.9 +14,3 +42.1
Maritimes and Quebec secavesce + 2.8 +22.2
Ontario S0P G OEOLABIBEBROEELIBAES LS +3301 o 9.0
fiestern Provinces seeesscccsnse QNS 7 +10,0

Truits anc Vefetables eeessssss  =l2a1 1.2 - 745
Maritimes and Quebec sscecocce - 8.6 - 8.4
ONBATAD  +.0 o s sles aheis o) o) ensholabieneiarale -11.7 - 9.0
Western Frovinces scececsosses -14,7 -15.1

CLOCETIOS « v o warids brue| S HIIULS ciomsid HL AL + 240 + 7o
Maritimes P T T R R IR N I *’900 ‘601
QUEDEC sscvsosanrsosassconccanas +15,0 + 1.4
ONtario cecacecevssssoccsanccss +18.4 - 0.6
BRANEICES - Skl ke L ikl o T B + 1,8
British Columbia esseocsscrene +14,C s AL 725

HardWATre ceosvescvosvecooenssss +29,.,1 +12.7 +25.8
M&ritimes seesnrraesrsendbaceres "'1907 (= 104
(QUEDCC cnsscesccsacacrsvscnsess 24845 +15.8
Cntario eeescosesssvescsssansne +25.7 +18.,7
Western PFrovinees seescenssces BTG T )

Tobacco anc Confectionery c.eee +17.3 + €04 +16.5
liaritimes and GUebec secesacss AL 28,6 9.9
Ontario’ sescesecsscoasaosvesne +20.0 + 6,7
iWestern Provinces scessssccsse +12.5 + 4,4

Wholesale Trade - ¥ '

Maritimes scecevecsscsssnvcacss + B.7 - 6.6
CUBDEC seeessosrsrssssessssnsnns +12.3 + 7.1
ONtArio eseesesscnssnscsscosse +16.3 + 3.4
Freiri@s scescsesscssessosncns +pBn 3 - 2.1
Br' tish Columbia seseccoscescs +17.5 +16.3

CANADA sg - 5tees R ekals (oneriadara o) s +13,1 HiSh3 +18.5

TijARGVised.

(2) ¥reliminary.
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HMBERS OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA

(Averapge, 1935 - 1939 = 10¢)

__WHC .,EaAl F‘ _TRADE

AUTCHCTIVE EQUIPMENT

o . o British . Maritimes ] Nestarn
.., o CANADA _Marltlmes Quebec O§E?r10 Prainies  os1umbia CANADA & Quebsc Cntario Provinces
January, 1945 .e...0  182.6 202.8 164,.8 189.8 171+8 208522 203 .5 187.9 188.9 220.5
January, 1946 ...ees 21743 232.0 185.6 231.7 206,7 262.1 368.7 32e .0 336.3 404,0
January, 1947 ..c... 237.7 235.5 206.4 252 .6 231.7 271.0 345.4 342.3 55441 343.5
January, 1648 ...... 245.5 220490 221,.1 261.2 22648 316.2 320.2 274.9 36641 312.8
1947 = February .... 231.4 219.0 218.9 239,2 220.2 26044 337.3 428.7 321,2 318.5
March scesees 256.7 2973 251,90 2502 282" 51 293 .6 314.7 373..0 297.3 372.6
April seceses 268.8 293,2 257,65 AT 216155 305.9 360.2 411.5 307.0 396.3
MY ssecocsne 280.5 297.4 262.5 293.8 2608 T 311.9 350.5 457,2 303.5 3729
JUNS seerevne 268.3 247 20 2450 273 0 250.6 330.1 363.4 414,02 337.8 390.8
JULY covescee 277.6 301.5 241.9 280,.2 282.5 $23.0 381.4 408,7 366.3 31843
August ceseee P2 2777 238,92 266.4 2BH e T 306.8 379.7 455.2 315 8wl 382.7
September ... 301.7 317.5 292.9 2571 301.6 33Ce8 483.7 491.9 467.0 475.7
Cctober ceses 3256.2 361.6 319.9 3280 296 .8 372.6 427,9 498,5 423.0 372.4
November (... 295.0 £ Y 289,.1 292.4 28l.1 345.6 305 461,72 378.8 429.9 ,
December seee 251.3 258.1 241,.2 267.3 205 S 3253512 284:1 415.9 309.5 243.6
1948 =~ January ...es 245,5 IR 221.3 261,2 226.8 16,2  320.2 274.9 365, 1 312.8
) _DRIGS CLOTHING FOOTWEAR = DRY GUCDS
Yoar and Month Tl . Varitimes  Nestern y Maritimes ) Nastern
CAHADA Que.& Ont. Provinces CANADA CANADA CANADA & Quebec Ontarico  pryyinces
January, 1945 ...eas 216.9 e 225.7  231.5 =810 Yaz.2 185.C 204.0 187.8
January, 1946 ,..... 247 .0 244.5 254.8 281.5 230.3 203.5 183.2 241.7 I
January, 1947 seecss 2186.2 246,8 UBies 294.7 B o7 220,.8 190.9 256.9 23R.1
January, 1948 sceoeas 282.8 272.2 311.7 27661 251.9 252.4 23343 280.9 25543
1947 - February cease 220. 216,3 23667 2T i 297.8 229.3 224,0 27 20 I77.3
T March ceecees 223.4 218.9 236,.,3 266 .0 300,2 266.0 260.1 294.1 261.,6
April .eesecee 248.8 240.5 266 .4 249.4 294,2 282.0 291,8 294 .0 239.2
MaY ccesccnes 266.7 266 .4 265.8 248.3 265.,0 27048 264.3 2B 5 280l
JUNB Wessoasa 230.8 221.3 254.4 2109 247.5 21245 229.0 211.5 180.7
JULY sessesnce 256.2 248,1 278.5 196.9 216.3 182.0 147.3 200.2 229.4
ARSI | oTove orsie 241.8 229,90 27543 2638 331.8 289 BIT o6 276.2 286.2
September .. 2739 285,2 246,7 28AR'7 378.1 303.9 301.0 313.5 288,7
October seeee 313.4 315.2 310.8 295,3 427.5 2098 267.1 300.7 281.3
November «... 2880 272.6 293.9 280.5 280.6 262.9 245.1 294.8 22l
December .... 238.2 243.1 224.5 186.4 293,.7 191.6 154.7 248.86 169.5
1948 ~ January ..ee.. 282, 27242 311.7 2A8 L1 251,9 252.4 23343 280.2 255.3
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GROCERIES FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
T . CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies g;;z;:?a CANADA 2a;::;228 Ontario Pf:::izgs
January, 1945 e..... 165.4 210.8 134.3 174.1 146.4 184, 1 189,.2 i< Y 193.6 185.,1
January, 1946 ...... 185.4 236,.3 144.5 199,9 N3 <5 204,2 2506 P8O T 261.2 220.8
January, 1947 secveo 213.4 250,5 16847 BB 5 190.8 246 .1 217.9 159,9 238.5 218,2
January, 1948 ...... 2177 235.2 166,90 231 194.2 289,.4 198.5 NSERE 4 o1 (0, 185.3
1947 - February .... 2008 222,0 159.8 208156 189.2 22846 219,5 208.3 220,8 220.6
March cccoceo 215,.9 254.8 185.6 21259 2087 260.,7 262.4 248.4 259.8 263.2
April cccscee 222.8 279,4 188,5 233.8 190.1 259.4 257.4 273.0 294.2 269.2
MRARS IO o o 228.6 264,.9 215,3 244,1 203,8 246.9 SIS, 323.7 329.0 312.9
IR ST, g 240,3 266 .3 214.6 248.1 212.4 300.,7 Selatel) 336.0 303.9 315.9
JHLE G .« - oo ABISE SGCT 241 .4 266 ,3 243,1 285.7 328.6 270.8 326,4 362
August cecoee 246 .7 2705 210.9 246,0 243.1 27767 3060 224.6 278,.2 379,2
September ... WSO 301.0 266,3 261602 260.5 S350 278.9 210.4 259.8 356.4
DEESEET o1 are 318,.4 361.4 303,0 344.4 267.3 3700 278,.0 222.7 2SR 330.4
November c... 282,3 324.1 R Tallan. 295,2 248.7 31769 262.6 268.4 250.9 279.2
December ... 205 L 261.8 219,8 2I5MC2 174.5 282.8 243.0 220.5 237.0 25702
1948 = January sceoe AL 235.2 166,0 281511 194,2 289,.4 193.5 155.6 217.0 WBSB
e~ - e = A = — T
HARDWARE TOBACCO AND CONFECTIONERY
Year and Month Western Maritimes . Western
CANADA Maritimes Quebec Cntario )| P CANADA o Quebec Ontario .
January, 1945 ...... 178 O 145,3 183.8 138.8 198,8 224.5 214,90 255,9 28T
January, 1946 ...... 228.5 176.5 239.9 195.0 259.2 255.0 gaeni 2504 246,7
January, 1947 .cc... 268.3 209.9 276,.8 249.6 2987 280.8 259.8 285.2 26946
January, 1948 ..e.e. 302.4 207.0 32005 296.3 322,48 298.8 285.5 304.3 ARG
1947 - February eeee 293 .6 227.8 256,7 280,3 315,8 246.0 229.4 259,2 23855
March ececcoceo 334.0 297,8 3085 314 .4 S0 osl 277.9 290.8 262.8 271.4
April ceceeass 348.5 341.0 0 4 AL T TR 309.0 347.,0 293.3 2l
MBY coccsaess 32,3 SEERNT. 295.6 361%5 391.2 358.4 333.9 374.,0 321.4
Ve P et o 627 | {1 294.4 345,1 AR 15 322,7 S 309.6 304,7
JULY cecsscee i1 (0545 279.1 2l 299.9 33857 342.4 3534 322.8 58045
August eeecso 297.8 28l.4 296.8 24549 L T 308.7 309.4 320.1 AR o T
September «.. 339,68 3712 346 .4 34747 342.1 B B8 341.8 318.9 305.0
October ec.s. 359,.6 393,.8 349, 354.5 360,1 36347 394,2 334 .4 342,3
November .... 350,86 308.¢ 353.5 345,0 365.8 BISTas M7 s 308,0 347,9
December .... G e 247,.2 301,8 338.4 328.C s 387,1 3585,.2 328.5
1948 = JAnuBTY seoee 302.4 207.0 32065 296 .3 322.8 298.8 286,85 304,3 28155




