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WHOLESALE TRADE e

OCTOBER 1948

General Sales Index Drops

Dollar sales of wholecalers in October fell 1% below the volume
for October, 1947 =and were 2% less than the September asales according to
gtatemente submitted by %75 wholesalers in nine lines of trade. Cumulstive
salee for the 10 monthe of 1948 were 4% in excess of the dollar easles for
the corresponding period of 1947. The general unadjusted index (on the
bage, averasge for 1935-1939 = 100) stood st 322.6 for October, 194&, 325.5
for October, 1947, and 327.6 for September, 1948,

The Prsirie Provinces, with a gain of &% over October, 1947, was
the only reglon %o record an increage in dollar sa les. In Quedec, the
volume of ealee was unchanged from a vear ago while a decline of 2% wag re-
corded for British Columbia, 6% for Ontsrio, end 7% for the Maritime Prov-
inces.

PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
OCTOBER 1948
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Smles Dow 1z “nree [rades

Three trades were responsible for the general sales index
registering a decline. Sales of footwear wholesalers were 9% below
last year's level, while grocery wholesalers' sales dropped below
those for Octcber, 1947 by 10%. Fruit and vegeteble dealers' sales
were 17% below last vear's level.

On the other hand, sales of automotive equipment wholesalers
rose 20% above October a year ago, reaching the highest :ollar sales
volume on record for any month. A gain of 15% over 1947 was registered
by dry goods wholesalers, while increases of 9%, 6% and 5% occurred
respectively in the hardware, clothing and tobacco and confectionery
trades. Drug wholesalers reported sales 2% above last October,

Stozks Valued 129 Above 1947

Stocks in the hands of wholesalers at October 31, 1548
were valued 12% higher than at the same date last year, with six of
the nine trades surveyed contributing tc the gain. Grocery, hardware,
tcbacco and confectionery, and dry goods wholesalers reported sub-
stantial increases in value of inventories ranging between 16% and
18%. Automotivo equipment dealers' inventories increased 7% in value
and drug wholesalers', 4%.

Footwear, clothing, and fruit and vegetable wholesalers,
continuing the trend of the past several months, showed inventcries
valued below 1947 by 8%, 20% and 21% respectively.
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Percentagze Changes in Wholesale Trade
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Percentage Change

Sales
a7 (2} T IKVENTORY
September, October, Octobter, Jan.-to=-
1948 1948 1048 Oct., 1643 Qak,, 1942
September, Uctober, Sepiericer, Jan.-to-  Oct., 947
1947 1947 1748 Oct., 1947
Automotive EQUipment ...... + 3.3  +0.¢ 1 2.4 + 248 + Tel
Maritimas and Qustec .e.se -1, +18.0 +20 69
PEREAEIOR, Tl o vie s s lsln oie:s oisis o + Se& + 9.8 - 5.1
Nestern Provinces .ececeee + 4.9 +33.1 - 0.7
B o o fn eee cohsBisevess . F Ted ¥l a8 T 3.0 - ¥10.3 Y o
Maritimes, Quebsc and Ont. + 644 + 0,2 + 3.4
HNestern Provinces cseecces +1C.8 + 8.8 123.5
RS ERENE cocscnersehosecees  +18.8 + 547 N F i e T -19.8
Quebeo ®ecccsresesssnsscncsse +30,2 S Ols 7
Ontario & Nestern Prov. «.. +13.7 + Bo€
fgbtwear tetsssccssssosoccs +>808 - 8.8 -'502 U572 - 748
Maritimes and Quebec .eeee +10.1 ~14.8
Ont. and Western Provinces a8 - 3.€
B 0E0S e et carstsponvscee +lLo7 +15.0 - 4.8 + 7.0 +17.1
Maritimes and Quebec eeese +138.8 +18.7 - 6.1
PIEATHO) 1ais o/dia ¢ sTeteior 5,6/0/0 ¢ .0 + 5.8 +1) 43 + 0,9
Wastern Provinces esecicsse +17 .3 +18.9 - 5.4
Fruits and ,egetables .eeee =~ 143 16,7 100 =g P 20,8
Maritimes and Quebec eesse -18.0 ~-24.,2 - 1.9
ONtATrI0 eevessvccesssssses - 7.7 ~22 o6 -17.5
Nestern Provinces ceesesece + 8.4 - 9,0 2242
BroEeries o cesesesisssasnse + 7.8 - 9.7 S + 6.0 417.é__
Maritines seeececscocescecss. + 242 =1 o 2 + 4.8
Q'Jebﬁc €8s vecevrsnccscscone -8 -11.4 =5 ’..“‘,
ERIERIE G ~arele olalcioslsizle o e ses +10,7T ~16.7 = BeY
Prairies esevessssssennea +1308 + 200 - 706
British Colwnbia sevesssee o= el - 846 - 4.5
Hardwara ®cssssevccsserccsse ’+1208‘ + 93- + 2.6 + 9.4 +16.4
Maritimas esseeveovsacssonce +1304 + 802 + 1.2
Quebec Pecsccsccssecsesncnne +14.1 + 9.5 2501
IERIACHND) 140 ciajels o 0i5 0 0/0 s cla o 0's I ASY +11.6 = 1685
Nestern Provinces seececss. + 7.2 + 842 + 506
Tobacco and Confectionary..  +16.2 4 Gu + 1.9 +12a1 171
Maritimes and QuebeC.cces. +1€.4 Sl L
On‘bat’lo et ennscssrevsstsesenae +1:f:.7 -+ 407 - 2.4
Hestern Provinces sececses +1S5.9 + 649 + 0.l
Wholesale Trade =
M&ritimes Sevs s9 00000 svan + 4.0 - 6-8 + 202
Quebec Pesceesesctceentanny e Bl (011 + 4,3
QRTRCHC 45 Wb iois oi0/eis slaioisie oo JE 8.2 - 6l - 4,3
Prairies essssvcsscsscsecena ) ShE + Te9 - Bed
British Coxmbia Ceevennes + 6.1 L P e + Se9
CANADA eeveresseacresnee + 8.6 - 0.9 o o [l +11.8
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WHOLUSALLE TEADE ATTAONOTIVE RQUIPMENT
Year and Month 1 i s - = British Maritimes : Western
CANADA Maritimes Qgebev Ontarioc Prairies Colurbia CANADA % Quebee Ontario g
Oc¢tober, 1945 .. 23742 277 3 233,.7 231,8 SESe 8 25047 308 .6 399 .4 249,.1 311 7
October, 1946 .. 27648 296.4 2T 26763 276.9 298.1 360486 415.8 352632 340,47
Detober, 1947 .. 326545 36067 GAESY 36,9 2T 372.€ 423,6 496. 8 41 2.4 37244
September, '@ 948, 327+E 329.1 309,.¢ 32G69 34L.8 35C.& 497,7 486,5 477 .C 4230,0
October, 1948 s. Z2ieh $36.¢ 32?'4‘_,397’0 321 4 36444 5@&&1_'L5¥ggii‘__ 4§ﬁ:p_ 4007 -
Year and Month . Maritimes ~ Western . i Maritimes Western
CANADA Que °§_911t~ PI‘OViIl.CGB CANADA CANADA CANADA % Quebec Ontaric :J_I_'_ijince‘s__
October, 1945 ,. 268,.2 P64} 27747 238.6 263,9 184,€ 178 .4 184.,C 199,.0
October, 1546 .. o gl 285.0 30¢.9 282 ;¢ 38006 228,7 210,0 242 .7 247 .2
October, 1947 ,. 313.4 BrSreg 310.8 295.€ 427 «6 2734 ¢ 26741 30047 P
Septembe}‘, 19430 29402 30'{v'5 272 .6 31009 21«4 338.0 3'17 [2) 331 ol 338.6
October, 1948 .. 320,.€ 3. 2e8 336.€ 31244 390 4C 321.8 (0 336, 372044
- : - GROCRPIRS T TTFRUITS AND VEol hEl RS
Year and Month o - British A T Y¥aritimes - ) Westarr
CANADA Maritimes Quetec Ontario Prairies ;. 41, NAlA & Quebsc CRUATio o egrag
Qctober, 1945 .. 203.1 265.0 204.1 204,3 182,23 2l4,.6 %85 49 2§ .5 27244 318.8
Cctcber, 1946 .. 248 284.1 25b6,8 249,2 200N #686 .C ABfi e 22646 254,4 356.4
Dctober, 1947 .. 318.7 36142 308.,4 344.4 268,7 370.0 278 2818145 25657 330.4
September, 1548, 296,27 307.€ 263.0 293 ,.€ 29645 552 27540 1720 239.8 S86.3
October, .948 .. 287 .8 323 «4 274.1 286.9 37 %2 _338,2 231 o 168,7 197 ,9 MO0, 7
e L e e e e e e "
HAFDWARE TCRACCY AND CONPECTIONEFY
Yers and konun y p Hesterrn gk Varitimes . Westerr
~NADA Maritimes Quetec  Ontarioc Pr“?iﬁ‘ ~ CAXATA 4 Husbec Ontario Pha¥inbes
tctober, 1545 .. 246,€ 255,8 247 .7 o [y | adZ. § 25C.8 286.¢ 27462 VAT S
Qthber, 1946 .. 797 44 Sl 8 270G 272 4 320 .7 33648 34446 314.6 3EC.2
Vetober, 1547 .. 35,6 393.8 345,9 364, 36041 363.1 394,22 332.8 342,32
Septenber, 1548, 383.1 420.9 395.2 423,2 267 .1 37540 397.2 <1 el 36547
October, 1948 .. 392.0 426,.1 383.1 395,.6 382 .6 382 42 40562 248.4 26549




