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WHOLESALE TRADE  
OCTOBER 1948 

aeneralsalea I ndexDro_p 

Dollar sales of who lecalers in October fell 1% below the volume 
for October, 1947 r.nJ were 24 less thsn the September sales according to 
statementc submitted by 375 wholesa)ers in nine lthes of trade. Cumulative 
sales !or the 10 months of 19149  were 4 in excess of the dollar ealee for 
the corresponding period of 2.97. The general unndueted index (on the 
base, average for 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 322.6 for October, 1 94 , 325.5 
for October, 197,  and  327.6 for September, 194. 

The Prairie Provinces, with a gain of % over October, 1947,  was 
the only region to record an increase in dollar se.ea. In Quebec, the 
volume of sales was unchanged from a year ago while a decline of 2 was re-
corded for British Columbia, 6 for Ontario, end 7 for the Maritime Prov-
inces. 

PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
OCTOBER 1948 
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gales t'om l ire jrates 

Three trades were responsible for the general sales index 
registering a decline. Sales of footwear wholesalers were 9% below 
last year's level, while grooery wholesalers' sales dropped below 
those for October, 1947 by 10%.  Fruit and vegetable dealers' sales 
were 17% below last v-ear's level. 

On the other hand, sales of automotive equipment wholesalers 
rose 20% above October a year ago, reaching the highest .101lar sales 
volume on record for any month. A gain of 15% over 1947 was registered 
by dry goods wholesalers, while increases of 9%,  6% and 5% occurred 
respectively in the hardware, clothing, and tobacco and confectionery 
trades. Drug wholesalers reported sales 2% above last October. 

Ste ks Val ued 2% Above 1947 

Stocks in the hands of wholesalers at October 31, 1 94 
were valued 12% higher than at the same date last year, with six of 
the nine trades surveyed contributing to the gain. Grocery, hardware, 
tobacco and confectionery, and dry goods wholesalers reported sub-
stantial increases in value of Inventories ranging between 1 and 
1 8%. Automotive equipnent dealers' inventories increased 7% in value 
and drug wholesalers', 4%. 

Footwear, clothing, and fruit and vegetable wholesalers, 
continuing the trend of the past several months, showed inventories 
valued below 1947 by 8%. 20% and 21% respectively. 

/ 

Year's subscription - 1.00 
Single copies 	- 	.10 
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eroentge Changes in iholesa1e Trade 

Percentage Change 

Sales 

11VNr'PY 
September, October, October, Jan.-to- 

1948 1948 1 1 48 Oct., 1943 Q,,944  
September, October, Septiher, Jan-o cTf47 

147 147 148 Oct., 1947 

r 
Maritimes and Quebec ..... -1,L +18.0 +20,9 
Ontario 	,...,........,..,. +3.. + 9.8 - 501 
vestern Provinces 	........ + 4,9 +33.1 - 0.7 
ugs + 7.4 +3 9•0 +10.5 	+ 

Maritimes, Quebec and Ont. + 6.4 + 0.2 + 3.4 
Nestern Provinces 	.....,.. +10,5 + +23.5 

+18418 	- + 5.7 + -1.O 
Quebeo 	•......,.,.....,... +30.2 + 0.7 
Ontario& Western Prey.... 1-13.7 + 8.6  
Footwear......,........ 
Maritimes and Quebec ..,., +10.1 -14.5 
nt. and western ProvInces +7.8 - 3.6  

Dry Goods....,.,..,,,.... +11.7 +15.0 - 7.0 	+1711 
Maritimes and Quebec ..... +13.5 +18.7 - 6.1 
Ontario 	.....,............ + 5.8 +11.3 + 0,9 
Western Provinces 	,.,...,, +17.3 +13.9 - 5,4 
Fruits and Vegetables ..... -1.6 16.7 -15.8 
Maritines and Quebec ..... -18.0 -24.2 - 119 
Ontario 	•...•............. - 7.7 -22.6 -17.5 
Western Provinces ., ..... , + 8.4 -- - 9.0 22.2 
Croceries +7.8 - 9.7 - 3.0 .6.O 	417.8 
Maritimes 	................. + 2,2 -11.2 + I' 5 
Quebec 	...............,... -O.' _11.4 
Ontario 	.,..............., -16.7 _206 
Prairies 	................. +13.8 +2.0 -7.6 
British Columbia ........, + 6.1 - 806 - 4.5 ____ 
rdware 	..,.......,...... 12,8 +9,3 +2.6 + 9.4 	+16.4 

Maritimes 	......,.,...,,.. +13.4 +8.2 +1.2 
Quebec 	•.................. +14.1 + 9.5 -3.1 
Ontario 	..........,,...... +?1.7 +11.6 -6.5 
Western Provinces 	........ + 7.9 + 8.2 + 5.6 
¶obacco and Confectioné7 +12.1 	+17.1 
Maritimes and Quebec..... +16.4 + 2.8 + 1.8 
Ontario 	.................. +12,7 + 4.7 2.4 
Western Provinces ........ +19.9 + 6.9 -- + 0.1 
Yho1esa1e Trade - 
Maritinies 	......,,.....,.. + 4.0 - 6.8 + 2.2 
Quebec 	•.•................ + 5,7 + 0.1 + 4.3 
Ontario 	.....,,.,,,.,..,.. + 8.2 -6.1 
Prairies 	................. +13.6 + 7.9 -6.3 
British Columbia.,,.,,... + 6.1 - 2.2 +3.9 - 

CANADA 	................. + 8,6 - 019 - 105 + 4.1 	+11.8 

Revised 	-- 	 - 
Z 4roiivninary 
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MONTff1.Y IND:X NUMBERS OF (H0LESALE SALES IN CANADA 	llh!//lI//llhI///t/llhHj/j/II/I I Ii 
(Average, 1935 - 1939 in 1) 	 101 0720517 

(HOLSQE TRADE AuT0J[1vk; 	U1kNi 
Year and Month 

CANADA Maritimes Quebe 	Ontario Prairies CANADA 
Maritimes 

Ontario 
Nestern 

October, 1945 .. 237.2 277.3 233.7 	231.8 229.8 250.7 308.6 399.4 249.1 311.7 

October, 1946 .. 276.8 296.4 27.7 	267.3 276.9 298.1 360.6 413 8 32.3 340.7 

October, 1947 .. 325.5 360.7 322.1 	326.9 9 97.7 372,6 423,6 498 5 412.4 372,4 

September, '48, 327.6 329.1 309.2 	320.9 342.8 350.8 497.7 486.5 477.0 499.0 

October, 194p e. 32...6 636.2 322,4 	307.0 32.2 364.4 509. 588.2 452.8 

 DRY GOODS ________ 
- 	 - - 

DRTGS 
- 

CLOTHING FOOTbTAR 
Year and Month -- -- times i-1 ' Western 

CAN)A Que.& Ont.Provinces CANADA CANADA CANADA $, Ontario rcvinces 

October, 	194E 	,. 268.2 264.1 277.7 238.6 263.9 184.6 178.4 184.0 199.0 
October, 	246 .. 292. 285 10 309.9 282.6 35015 228.7 210 10 24,7 247.2 

October, 1947 .. 316.4 313.2 31018 29516 427.6 279.9 267.1 300.7 281.3 

September, 1,144 18. 	294.2 	30 1 5 	272.6 	310.9 
	

4n.4 	338.0 
	

337 • S 
	

338.6 

October, 1948 .. 	32011€ 	 3 1 2 	336.6 	312.4 
	

390 1 c 	321 0 9 
	

317.0 
	

33'.7 	320 0 4 

Year and Month 
CANADA 

________________ 

1aritimes 

GP0CEIS 

Quebec 	Ontario 
british 

Prairies Co1'hta 

FRUITS AND VE 

Quetec 	Ontario 

 TS   
esterc 

October, 1945 .. 203.1 255.0 204.1 2040 182.3 214.9 2884 25I. 272.4 31868 

October, 	4b 	.. 246.2 ;84,j 256.8 249,2 227..1 266.0 87.5 26.6 254,4 356.4 

October, 	.. .947 31867 361 19 309.4 344.4 268.7 370.0 27e.0 222.5 255.7 330.-t 

September, 1948. 296.7 307.6 263.0 293 6 6 ?6.5 •5'±.2 27.O 1/.O 239.6 386.3 

October, 	.948 .. 287,8 32 .4 274.1 286.9 336 1 2 261.6 168 1 7 197.9  

- - 

HARDWARE 
- 	

9rkc 	AN NCTI WEPY - 	 - 

Yetr and konr' 
. Wartimes Western 

NADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario - Frovr Ontario Povjncps - 

..'ctober, 	1545 	.. 4h.6 259.8 247., 227,1 :52 5 290,6 266,9 274.3 277.5 
2ctobr, 1946 .. 31..8 270.0 272.1 320.7 336,8 344,6 314.6 
Octobc-r o  1047 .. 359.6 393.8 349.9 354.5 36011 363.1 394.2 332.8 34.3 

September, 1948. 383.1 420.9 395.2 423.2 362.1 37 5.0 397.9 357.1 365.7 
October, 1948 .. 393.0 426.1 383.1 395.6 389.6 382,3 405.2 346.4 365.9 


