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WHOLESALE TRADE
DECEMBER 1948

pecember Sales 5% Above Year Ago

Wholesslers' sales I1n December, 1948 were 5% higher in doller
volume than in December, 1347 but 17# below the November, 1343 volume,
This drop from November was greater than the usual seasonal decline for
the past few years. These figures are baged on statements recelved from
353 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. Dollar sales for the
twelve monthe of 1542 wvere 5% in exceas of the volume for the year 1947,
The general unadjusted index (on the base, average for 1935-19319 = 150
ctood et 263.2 for December, 19438, 251.1 for December, 1947, and 315.2
for November, 1348,

Separate figures by provinces indicate that December sales in
the nine lines of trade 1acliuded in the survey were hizher than in De-
cemter, 1947 in all provinces but British Columbia where a decline of U#%
was recorded. Fercentage gaina in the other regions were as follows:
Maritime Provincee, 3%; Quebec, 4%; Ontorio, U4%; Proiric Provinces, 12%

PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
DECEMBER 1948
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Footwear Only Trade With Decrease in Sales Volume

Footwear wholesalers registered a drop of 14% in sales volume
from December, 1947 but results varied in different parts of the country.
A gain of 22% in Ontario and the Western Provinces combined was more than
offset by a 40% drop in Quebec and the Maritimes combined.

Sales of wholesale grocers remained practically unchanged from
December & year ago while a gain of 1% was reported by dry goods whcle-
salers. The dollar volume of sales in the tobacco and confectionery trade
increased 5% over Necember, 1947, while sales of drugs and fruits and
vegetables dealers were up 7%. More substantial gains of 11% were record-
ed by wholesalers of hardware and of automotive equipment, with the high-
est percentage gain of 24% being reported by clothing wholesalers.,

Stocks valued 6% above December, 1947

iholesalers' inventories at the end of December, 1948 were
valued 6% higher than at the seme date a year ago. Three trades, footwear,
clothing and fruits and vegetables, showed marked decreases of 23%, 21%
and 11% respectively in value of stocks on hand.

Wholesale grocers reparted stocks on hand at a value 1% higher
than on the corresponding date a year ago, while an increase of 3 was
registered by wholesalers of drugs and of automotive equipment. Other
trades included in the survey registered more substantial increases in
value of stocks on hand as follows: dry goods, 11%; hardware, 15%; and
tobacco and confectionery, 24%.
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Percventepge Changes in Wholesale Trade

RiR =

Percentage Change

Sales
iy (2) INVENTORY
November, December, December, Jan.-to-
1948 1948 1948 Dec., 1948 Dec.,1948
November, December, November, Jan,-to- Nec.,1947
1947 1947 1948 Dec., 1947
Automotive Bquipment ceeee 4+ %o7 R 5 i -27¢0 + 249 + Be2
Maritimes and Quebec o4 = 2e6 - 263 - 9.8
OIAGB A0 Wete slplais o ivis o o s o aisie o + 4.2 +24.2 - 3.8
Western Provinces esecese + 8.2 + 4.9 =44 ,8
T e R D B, | o =19.7 +10,8 A
Maritimes, Juebec and Ont +17.2 + 546 =-16,4
Western Provinces eescose +17,.2 + 9.7 -28.8
GLothing «sececsscvecancas 71469 +2%66 =2B,.5 + 346 =20.8
WUADOC sceveeccseacsssesvne +29,1 +47 .6
Cntario & Western Prov. o St Gt + 669
FooOtWear ssi¢sedavvosansasne +1103 -13.9 -1900 e 4.7 -22.8
Maritimes and Quebec ... +14.2 =39.7
Ontario & Western Prov. . + 9.1 +21 06
Dry GoOdS esssosessssceonre +25:9 + 1,1 =41,5 + 8.l +11,.1
Maritimes and Quesbec ..o +27.0 + 4,7 =50.4
ERiE A il el il Sy o vearoivishese +168.2 = 9,2 =337
Western Provinces esocesse +31,2 +15e2 -43,6
Fruits and Vegetabl@s enen - 109 + 606 + 1.0 "15.1 -1102
Maritimes and Juebec ecoo =11.€ - 8,0 «1263
DNtArio ssassscssesccsvnnue = 2.4 + 065 + 2.0
Nestern Provinces coeeceoo + 5e9 +16.7 + 1.5
EIRECIEIEAES sk oftic e s » ool o & - p - 307 + 002 =16.4 + 4,7 + 1.l
R rIEAMme st o o oladje % bl e e = 16,8 = 0.4 =13.7
QUBLEC .sececsenscnasnono = 5,8 = (o5 «17.3
Ontario G0 O BT AEIE LR BT e @ &= 804 Co 398 “ICQG
Prairies seecscesscecscece - 292 + B3 “‘2509
British Col\mlbia sbpo0ves D + 902 4 9e7 "1096
ROV O] Poleals s 518 » ¢ Sra are slmse JHIALIE D 4+11,0 =1763 +10.7 +14.6
Maritimes eveeccescesrssen +20,2 +20-2 -2090
QUODEBC cecescscssnrencess +21 .6 +16.8 =1860
(EEIRARI TS0 Shes 18] o o Fe" ala.  of M6 o ol §3 +29.4 +22 ,0 ~ 8.2
Wastern Provinces eeseeeo 4+20.6 + 209 =213
Tobacco and Confectionery. +11.7 + 4,9 + 1.6 +11.4 +2365
Maritimes and Quebec ,se. +1649 + Bo9 +16,4
i AP 0= Ll o emaiaks ' o5 oo i o0 +1300 + 4o4 + 3¢8
Western Provinces .ascsase + 8a5 . 3eb = G49
iiholesale Trade -
h&aritimes Ceeveroecasscen e -+ 106 + 2.8 "’17.4
Quebec PnescervsesoraatnesD + 849 k. 400 -20,5
GRaEE RO wless o108 ols s Shalabeis.s a7 + 4,6 + 3,9 - 9.4
IREaR NS BT 5 Je olois o sls s ole 0% +1008 +1105 -2596
British Columbisa es e 00000 + Bo0 = 3.6 "'16.4
(CARION B ST (R I SR + Ta2 + 4,8 =16 48 + 4.4 + 5,8

(1) Revised
(2) Preliminary
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MONTHLY INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA 1010720519
(Average, 1935 - 1939 = 1C0
WHOLESALE TRADE AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT
Year and Month British Maritimes . Western
i 0 iri VADA Ontario -
CAYADA Maritimes Quebec ntario Prairies Col umbia CANAD. & Quebec P hiche
December, 1945 .. 194,7 217.0 182.8 202,8 '168.2 241,1 202.0 269,1 189,2 203.3
December, 1946 .. 222,2 237 .4 214,8 229.8 191.9 275.1 231 .9 347 .2 243,5 203.7
December, 1947 .. 251 .1 257:) 241 .4 266 .6 20 o8 323.,5 283.4 411 .4 30765 244,.8 .
November, 1948 ,, 316 .8 319,9 3192 30846 Y 5 ) ST e 433,2 445,7 397.1 465,2
December, 1948 .. 263,2 264,.3 251 .1 4770 231 .7 311,9 Slioal 401 .9 381 ,9 256,.,8 =
= DRUGS CLOTHING  FOOTWEALR X DRY GOODS -
Year and Month ~ Jisritines  Westerr e ‘ Maritimes = Western
CANADA Yue & Ont. Provinces CANADA CANADA CANDA & Quebec PR Provinces
December, 194§ ., 198.3 199.2 196,2 116,9 219.0 INESE G8.4 130.2 £ 181
December, 1946 .. 215.8 2185 ol 218,.2 167.3 2 U] TeE 5 160.5 186.8 142.8
December, 1947 ., 245.6 255,0 224 .5 184,9 293,17 188.3 149.7 248,.6 168,9 ;
November, 1948 ., 32662 3195 345,9 319.7 32,3 Sy 315.8 340 .4 38 Zv0 '
December, 1948 ., 261 .8 2160 .2 246,3 228.5 25480 150.4 R (57 225,7 201 4%
GROCERIEZ FRUITS AND VEGETAELES
Year and Month B ] . " British , . Maritimes ) Western
CANADA Maritimes Quebsc Ontario Prairies Columbia CANADA & Quebec Ontario e e
December, 1945 .. 1l 6 216.8 161.4 186.8 186:7 196,0 29643 271 .3 302.9 301.8
December, 1946 ., 200.8 240,2 19141 248 '8 16263 248,.1 276 5 241 .2 268,.4 301 +5
December, 1947 ., (42 12 261 .8 220,1 251 .2 174.3 282,8 243,0 220 .5 23740 257 2
November, 1948 ..  272,3  302,1 264,7 270.4  243,2 347.1 256.5  231.4 245,1 295.7
December, 1948 .. 227 .6 260,858 219.0 241 ,7 180.1 310,2 259.0 202.9 2650,0 300.2
. e HARDWARE TOBACCC AND CONFECT IONEBEY
agm . Na i ¥ Western Haritimes 7 Western
CANADA Maritimes Juabsec Cntario | R CANADA & Quebec Ontario Phbetit o
December, 1945 ., 201 .6 163.4 186.1 2%, 3 209,9 272 .8 25. 2 262,9 269.8
December, 1846 .. 249.4 206.5 234,9 269,.,2 248,7 305,0 323.9 296 .0 292,0
Decamber, 1947 .. 321.2 247 .2 301.8 336,0 328,.0 354.7 396 .1 346 .9 32845
November, 1948 ., 430,9 2l a3 429.9 446 ,4 429,1 366 ,2 3707 349.1 3775
December, 1948 ., 356.5 2051 352,.5 409,9 337.5 372,.1 431 .4 362,2 340 40




