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Small Margin of Increqie Over February, 1947

Dollar sales of wholesalers in Canada during February, 1948 were
3.5% higher than in February, 1947 and 2% below January, 1948, according to
statements received from 397 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade.
The ceneral unad justed index (on the base, average for 1935-1939=100) stood
at 239.5 for February, 1948, 231.4 for February, 1947, and 244,56 for Janu-
ary, 1948,

Quebec ard British Columbia were the only provinces to register
substantial inecreases. Slight gains of sbout 1% were registered in Ontario
and the Maritime Provinces, while in the Prairie Provinces, doilar volume of
wholesalers' sales dropped 1.5% below February, 1947,

Dry Goods Wholesalers.Show Gggatest Gain Over 1947

Largest increasases in dollar sales over February, 1947, were re-
corded by the dry goods and drugs trades. lncreases in these trades
amounted to 17% and 14% respectively compared with gains over a year ago of
14% and 11% recorded in Januarv. Sales of wholesalers of tobacco and con-
fectionery and of hardware were 9% and 7% above the volume for February last
year, while wholesale grocers' sales were practically unchanged in dollar
volume.

Four Trades Continue Below 1947

-

As in January, doller sales of four of the nine trades were lower
in February than in the corresponding month of 1347. Footwear wholesalers,
with a drop of 107, and fruits and vepetables dealsrs, with sales down 7%,
registered the largest percentage decrease in dollsr sales. Clothing
wholesalers' sales were down 5%, while the automotive equipment trade, which
had registered a decline of 7% in January, reported sales in February only
17 below February a year ago.

Stocks Up 17%

Stocks held by wholesalers at the end of February, 1948 were valued
17% higher than at the same date a year ago. All trades except fruits and
vegetables and drugs rsported a smaller increase over last year than was re-
corded in January when the overull gain was 19%. Increases were reported as
followss dry goods, 35%; automotive equivment, 31%; clothing, 29%; hardware,
22%; footwsar, 22%; tobacco and confectionery, 16%; drugs, 8%; and groceries,
4%. Fruits and vegetable dealers' inventories were valued 4% liower than at
the end of February, 1947,
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade

e oo e — — —_——
Percentage Change
Sales
(1) (2) INVENTORY
January, February,
1548 1948 February, 1948
January, February, February, 1947
1547 1547
Automotive Equipment seceeescsee - 7.4 - 1.4 +30.5
Maritimes and QuebeC ¢c.cceecen =15.3 - 8.1
Ontario s rence0st et eseene00ORS o~ 1.2 ) 008
Nestern Provinces ssescsecesos - 9.4 + 1.3
Drugs s.cosesecsvessosssssovnsecan +11.4 +14.0 + 8.3
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario. +11.2 +12.1
WNestern Provinces .ceseseesnsns +11.8 +19.1
Clothing sssecnveresnossessses s L2 6.8 = 4.9 +28.9
@G o e S B PRI D ODE 0D 0o OB 0G0 - 0.2 - 0,9
Ontario and Western Provinces. - 9,5 - 6.7
Footwear eenscessBRNOOOEEICOROOERS - 904 = 9.8 *22:3
Maritimes and Quebec «iceecens - 3.7 =12,.,8
Ontario and Western Provinces. -14,7 - 7.4
TP JBODME ™ ¢ ot v s o (e A8 o el s +14.3 +17.1 +35.4
Maritimes and Quebec eevevsvee +22.2 +19.0
ORBEIENOR 5 5 cxe o1 s & 55 o) o) oxs) sl Fha|Ere TS ks + 9,0 + 8.9
Nestern ProvinCes seceeseencss +10,0 +30,8
Fruits and Vegetables .....css. -11.0 = 7.0 - 4,3
Maritimes and QuebeC ..cevvenee - 7.8 + 0,7
Ontario ¢eseso0oevrsosecnssees s O 900 - 6.8
Western Provinces ecscecesceoes =15,1 -11.6
G CCE RNCE S 3 it one aleis Bredere ors ohe & LN + 0,3 % IS5,
Maritimes eceeecvessecccsacsnses - 6.1 + 2,0
DUETBEIC oioseis) ¢ ois aisis oksis sinyslage s sishare - 4,2 + 9.2
Ontario S0 ssessrc0nc008 0000008 - 0-6 - 5,2
Prairies .cceceesssesccansccss + 1.6 - 4,2
British Columbif .sevesesccces +17.6 +14,2
HEGUWETE] oo oio sl ol b ioka lalelloloRowe) ol o Lok +12,.0 £ Ve +22.4
IMaisiFATTRISH S ShakaRaBolelof e tel o IeWs ol etersrokeh s - 0.5 +10.1
AUBLRICH aie s o o SAGTE SNSRI 1N 0 e +13,.8 +15,5
Ontario P S I Y R R R +17.0 +1003
Wéstern PrOVinceS eecseseveree + 9.8 L 1.4
Tobacco and Confectionery ... + 6] + 9.4 +16.3
Maritimes and QuebeC ...scccee RS +1745
Ontario socssesssconcssssccssens 3 7S +ll.4
Western Provinces seeceeceesece + 4,5 + 4,0
Wholesale Trade -
MAGISBINBIS! | 3 o o olofare sWala) evel = (s Sharele o - 6.3 085
Quebec SsrssesnsOcsss e e et + 5.6 +11.1
RGeS b - ofle) Sats Blal Send B 020 ¥ o + 2,8 + 1.4
Prairies ss0c0008sesteenseBs 0 - 240 = 105
British Columbia eses et s s e +1603 +10.5
CANADA cssererErsss eI BORS -+ 2.9 + 3.5 +16a6

ff7fRevised.
{2) Preliminary.



MONTHLY INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA
(Average, 1935 - 1939 = 100)

I

WHOLESALE TRADE — TR T

Year and Month ) L. . K British Maritimes , Western
CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies Columbia CANADA & Quebec Ontario o e
February, 1545 .... “178.3 187.4 1. A8 18l,.,4 167.6 197.0 21052 255,.8 167.,3 233.1
February, 1946 .... 210,2 280,.1 197.6 2119 204.1 242.5 310.9 354.0 eI 339.2
February, 1947 .... 231.4 218.0 2058K5 239.2 22092 260.4 337.3 428, 7 S22 31845
February, 1948 .... 239.5 22C.1 243,2 242.5 216.9 287.7 332,56 394,0 318.6 322.8
1947 = March eceess 25657 257.8 251,0 250.2 252.1 2/986:6 314,7 373.0C 297.3 372.6
April .seens 268,.8 293.2 25776 LA £ 251.5 305.9 36062 £ Lily] 307.0 396.8
May cesceoncs 280.6 297.4 262.5 233.8 26T ¥ 311.9 360.5 457.2 303.5 37249
JUNE eseesee 268.3 272.1 245.0 273.0 250,6 33041 369.4 414.0 337.8 390.8
JUlYy ecoveoes 2T 6 30145 241.9 280.2 282.5 323.0 351.4 408.7 366,3 316.3
August ceeve 247207 T el 238.0 266 .4 28707 306.8 379.7 455.2 332.1 382,.7
September .. 301.7 31755 292.9 297 301.6 330.6 483,.7 491.9 467.0 475.7
October ..., 325.2 361.6 319,9 328.0 29646 37246 427.9 49845 423.0 372.4
November ... 288,0 .7 289.1 292.4 281.1 345,6 412,.5 461.2 378.8 429,9
December ... 251.3 2568.1 241 ,2 267.3 207.8 323.2 284.1 415,.9 309.5 243 .6
1948 - January .... 244 ,6 22C.7 218,0 259.7 227.1 31542 319,8 2899 349.9 316.6 ,
" February ... 239.5 220,1 2485, 2 242,5 216.9 287,7 332.6 394,0 318.6 322.6
DRIGS CLOTEING FCCTWNEAR DRY GOODS ,
Year and Month Maritimes HWestern 1 Maritimes : Western
CANADA Que.& Ont. Provinces CANADA CANADA CANARS & Quebec o i Previnces
February, 1945 .s., 202.6  200.4 S .6 209,.6 215,.6 731 Tl o8 180.6 162.9
February, 1946 .... 227.7 223.C 244,8 233.7 238,.2 188.7 196.5 191.8 167.6
February, 1947 .... 220.8 216.3 236,.7 2.2 297.8 229,3 224,0 272.0 1S
February, 1948 .... 251,05 242,5 281,9 263.6 268,6 268.5 266.6 296.2 231.9
1947 - March ssvees 223 .4 218,9 AS63 2664C 300,2 266.0 260.1 294.1 261.6
April ..s..s 248.8 240.5 266.4 249.4 294,2 28250 291.8 294,C 235,2
Moy seececas 26667 265.4 265,8 248,3 265.C 270,8 264,.3 2BF 35S 294 ol
Juné sssassa 230.8 221,3 254.4 210,9 247.5 212,.5 229.0 211.%5 180.7
July eeecaoo 256.2 248.1 278.5 156.9 216.3 182,.C 147.,3 20042 229.4
Aupgust ..., 241.6 229.0 276.3 263.8 334.8 237.5 167.,5 276.2 256,2
September .. 273.9 285.2 246.7 261.7 378.1 303,92 301.C 31345 288,7
October «... 313.4 313.2 310.8 295,3 427 .6 279.9 26741 300.7 281.3
Novenber ... 278.0 272,.8 293,9 28065 28046 262.9 249,1 294.8 272.1
December ... 2388 243,1 224,5 186.4 293.7 19136 154.7 248.,6 169.5
1948 - January se.. 284.3 274.2 311.7 274.7 252.5 28274 233.3 280.0 255.3

February ... 251.5 242,5 281.9 263,.6 268,.6 26845 266 .6 296,2 231.9
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GROCERIES . FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
Year and Month British Meritimes WNestern
CANADA  Maritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies (olumbia CANADA 4 Quebec Ontario provinces
F?i}uary, 1945 o000 155.9 187.4 129,1 166,9 140,0 - 170,0 19307 SIOOI 192.9 18@.2
February, 1946 ccoo 173.7 195,6 160.,0 176,2 161.3 203,0 241,2 22802 245.9 240,6
February, 1947 s000 200,3 222,0 159.8 2556 189.2 228.6 219,5 208,23 220,8 220.6
February, 1948 ccoo 200,9 226.4 174.5 200,86 L8Y .5 261,1 204.1 209.8 205.8 195.0
1947 = March coc.000 215,9 254 .8 185.6 212,.9 el e 2BECT 262.4 248.4 259.8 263,2
April cc0000 2228 279.4 188,56 233.8 190,13 269.4 267.4 273.0 294,.2: 269.2
May occocsooo 228,86 264,9 2156.3 244,1 203,.8 246,9 327.7 88847 329 0 312,9
June c8ec00o0 24003 26663 214o6 24801 212.4 30007 315o9 3369{.' 308,09 31509
JUly cccecoo 262.5 305.7 241.4 266.3 243,1 2887 329.6 27C.8 326.4 37062
August coooe 246.7 27165 21GCe9 246,0 243 .1 AT 7 305,0 224 .¢€ 278,2 379,2
September .. 275.0 301.0 26603 265.2 260,5 333.,8 278,9 210.4 259,.8 356.4
October cooo 318.4 361.4 303,0 344 .4 2673 370,0 278,0 22267 258.,..7. 33004
November c.. 282.3 324.1 2775 29602 248.7 317.9 262.6 268.4 .25Q0 9 279,2
December ... 28T 1 261,8 2918.8 251.2 174.5 282,.8 243 .0 22065 237.0 257 .2
1948 = January occoco 21600 235,.2 1668 28101 193.9 289.4 193.9 156 .6 217,0 1885.,3 ¢
February ..o 200, 9 22604 17405 200.6 18103 261,1 204.1 209.8 2CE.8 195,0 #»
i
-— TARDWADE : " TOBACCO AND CONFECTIONERY
Teny . Ml CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario P?:i::Z:s CANADA zagizzzzs Ontario Pfi::gggs
February, 1945 cooo 188,38 14603 " 16706 156.9 21203 alvee 206 .6 221.5 200.9
February, 1946 .... 267.8 193.7 221.9 239.6 283,0 228,8 195,7 244.3 221.4
February, 1947 ccoo 293 .6 227.8 256,7 28003 -8315,48 246,0 2294 263 2 232.5
February, 1948 cc.o 314.2 25008 296,.5 309.2 320.2 269,1 269.5 288,7 241.8
1947 = March cccoocoe 334,0 297.8 303.5 314.4 350.7 2779 290.8 262.8 271 .4
April .ss¢00 348,56 341.0 301.9 333.8 378.4 309,0 %7 G el 2563.3 Fonirs Ay
May secoooccs 362,.3 338, 7 295,6 361.5 39102 358.4 333,9 374.0 321.4
June ccecoeo 32,1 313.7 294 .4 345,11 38V .6 32T 332.0 309.6 3C4.7
July ccsooooe 31005 279.1 22 299,9 339,7 342.4 353.4 A K ECTop
August soeoe 297.8 281.4 296,8 245.9 31304 308.7 309.4 2 0l 2877
September .. 339.6 37152 346.4 347.7 342:1 323.8 341 .8 318.9 305.0
October .... 359.6 383.8 349.9 354.5 360,1 363.7 394.2 334 .4 342,.3
November ... 35C.6 308,.9 358.56 345,0 355.8 327.8 S =) 308,.0 347.9
December ... 320 247.2 300a8 338.4 328,0 S8 597351 35552 8285
1948 - January cco.. 300.5 208.9 315.0 292.0 B85 299,3 285.3 305.4 281.7

Peoruary ... 314.2 260,8 296.5 309.2 32C.2 269,1 269.5 288,7 241.8




