Published by Authcrlty of the Rt. Hon. C.D. Howe,
Minister of Trade and Commerce

DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE
DOMINION BUR:AU OF STATLSTICS
MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES STATISTICS
OTTAWA, CANADA

—bémiﬁigh-Sihilsticlan; Herbert Marghall
Directcr, Division of Census of Industry and Merchandising: W. H. Losee
Chief, Merchandlsing and Services Statisticas: C. H, Mcbonalad
T Wl LA Sl e L
12

WHOLESALE TRADE
MARCH 1948 MAY

Y ‘v’y‘_.

Increase in Salee Over 1947 Steady at 3%

Dollar volume of wholessle sales in Canesda during Marcn, 194f was 3%
above that for March, 1947, and 10% in excess of the volume recorded for Feb-
ruary,1948. These figuree are based on statements submitted by 399 wholeszlers
representing nine lines of trade. Cumulative esales for the first three months
of 1948 were 3% higher than in the corresponding perlod a year ago. The gen-
ersl unadjusted index (on the bsse, average for 1935-1939=100) stood at 263.6
for March, 1948, 256.7 for March, 1947, and 240.0 for February, 1947.

With the exception of the Prairie Provinces, increases in dollar
8sles 1n the varioue regions of the country were fairly uniform, ranging be-
tween 4.3% and 6.U%. Sales in the Prairie Provinces were 5% below the dollar
vo lume for March, 1947.

PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
MARCH 1948

WIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIDUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO
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Tovacco and confectionery increase leads sales increases

Sales of tobacco and confectionery wholesalers, with a
pgain of 19%, registered the largest increase in dollar volume of sales
over March a year ago., This increase was pertly a result of Easter
falling in March this year. Drug wholesalers' sales were 9% in excess
of those in March, 1947, with cumulative sales for the first quarter of
1948 being 1l% higher than in the corresponding period last year.

Dollar volume in the wholesale clothing trade showed an
inerease over the same month a year ago for the first time in several
months, Despite the March increase of 7% the cumulstive sales for the
year to date were 25 below last year's level,

Hardware and dry goods wholesalers, whose sales have been
maintained at a fairly high volume compared with a year ago, reported a
falling off of the margin of increase in March. Hardware wholesalers'
sales were 5% in excess of those in March, 1947, bringing the cumulative
increase for the year to date to €5. Sales of dry goods wholesalers
showed practically no increuse in volume compared with March a year ago,
with sales for the year to date 10,0 above the volume for the first three
months of 1947, Grocery wholesalers' sales were 4% higher than in March
last yesr compared with a cumulative gain for the year to date of 2%.

March Sales in Several Trades below 1947 levels

Sales of footwear, automotive equipment and fruits and vege-
tables wholesalers ccntinued below last year's volume although in the
first two trades, the trend vuried according to regions. 3Sales of foot-
wear wholesalers were down 16% in the Maritimes and Quebec combined and
up 13% in Ontario and the western Provinces combined, bringing the Canada
sales to less than one per cent below last year's volume, wWholesalers
of automotive equipment in Canada had sales 7% below March, 1947. Ontario
registered a gain of 12%, while a decrease of 8% was recorded for the
Maritimes and Quebec combined snd a drop of 19% for the Western Frovinces.
Neslers in fruits and vegetables continued to report sales well below the
1947 1evel, with a decrease in March of 14%. A drop in sales for this
trade was recorded in all regions.

Inventories generally above March, 1947

Wholesalers' inventories generally were valued substan-
tially higher at the end of karch, 1948 than at the same date a year ago
averaging an increase of 145 for the nine trades included in the survey.
Increases in value of stocks held by wholesalers of sutomotive egquipment
dry goods, hardware and clothing ranged between 255 and 19%. An in-
crease of 13% was reported by wholesalers of tobacco and confecticnery,
footwear, and drugs, while grocers registered a gain of -only lj%. Stocks
held by wholesalers of fruits and vegetables were 13% lower in dollar
value than those on hand at the same date last year.
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade
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SALES INVENTORY
(1) (2)
February, March, March, Jan.-to-
1948 1948 1948 Mar.,1948 March, 1948
February, March, Feb ., Jan.-to- March, 1947
1947 1947 1948 Mar.,1947
Automotive Equipment soeeeo =~ 1.2 - 7.1 12,3 - 5,2 +25,3
Maritimes and .Juebec ,.... - 8,8 - &,1 -12,3
NN 1 iere foohol ol ois 0 0.6/ 0 0 o + 0,6 +12.4 + 3.4
Western rovinces ,sieesses + 1.3 -18,7 - 6.1
7 T NPT B + 9.0 PN | +11.4 +12.8
Maritimes, ‘juebec amd Ont. +12.0 + 8.0 - 2.4
Nestern ProvinCes .eeeeeee +19,1 +11,6 - 6.5
(RIS (a5 oreioe e onaliere s1odhe oo o - 1= Bip'? t Tad + 8,0 - 1.6 +18.5
RRIEIDECE e 1ore 4o tsxale o oo [a = o[SLars. shuis - 0.4 +24,8
Ont. and Western Provinces - 6.7 - 0.7
HEIGBNEHT! o . o11s o 2loi ol » o deterstols < = 4DA0 - 0,5 +11.0 - 6.4 +13.0
Maritimes and JuebeC .evee. -12.1 -15.5
Ont. and Western Provinces - 7.6 +12,9
IRREOQAIS" s o s olela sisre, ol e /aselsialate P16 LIS + 0.1 - 0.6 + 3.8 +22.6
Maritimes and Juebec ..... +17.9 + 3.5 + 1.7
EREER T@L Y 12 Sialalele o b oke s 0-dla o ono + 8.9 - 3.9 - 4.6
Western ProvinCes ceseesse +30,7 + 1.0 +14,0
Fruits and Vegetables cessee = 6.9 -13.9 +10.5 ~10,8 -13,0
Maritimes and Quebec ,.... + 0,7 ~-15.1 + 0.5
OISR saferoyetersts s sfmietsishs o o6 - 6.8 - 9,0 +14.9
Western Provintes ceoeeececs -11.5 -18,1 +10,.5
CRECIE T OIS s ota s s /o e slel el ajareiaia ot Oind + 4.2 +11.9 + 2.0 + 1.4
MEERGCAMIES' | JJavarole ‘sinlole s o 0.5/ o s + 2,0 + 6.8 +20.2
BIEBBCH WYeve. o/0)s10 o o olakeis s o Ja's a'o + 8.4 - 2,6 + 4.4
(07811721 Lo MR PR P RN - 5.2 + 6.3 +12.8
IRRERRRNEISE sl doJogs 5% 7o e 46 okohonss o - 4,1 - 1,7 + 9.9
British Columbia seeeeoeos +14.2 +15.4 +13.2
HERAWARE N, . oo e e oles ckale Sore | ) Tl + 4.6 +10,8 + 7.7 +20,0
R ITTRISE o olarevere wrets » srore ae —7| - bROA +10.5 +31.2
JUBLBICH o oros 0080 nsianesases +16.5 +13.3 +15.0
OGO oxc lo Theisis o slalslolelo ainne +10.4 +12.8 +14.,6
Western Provinces ..eecece + 1.4 - 3.4 + 5.8
Tobacco and Confectionery  + 9.6 +19.1 +22.8 +11.8 +13.4
Maritimes and Quebec ..... +17.,2 +32,.6 +43.4
OIEATRLG o losillogsge laxs shsisle ololeisls o +11.3 +21.1 +10.3
Western Provintes ceeceese + 4,2 +11.1 +24 .4
Wholesale Trade -
IMEIIAMES) o siatedemare olaiole o1 ermoe + 0.4 + 4.5 +22.5
QUEBEC | o orercrenla's o e.s/0'a sislarsis +11,1 + 4.3 + %6
Ontario Seesses0es000tenes + 1.5 + 6,2 + 9.4
IEESMTH eS) o oiaiahe e o 00 o6 0 0iee - 1.3 - 4.9 +10.3
British Columbia .cessscse +10,5 + 6.4 + 8,6
CISTWAIDRE | . s are e oiare sie + 3.7 + 2,7 + 9.8 + 3,1 +13.7

(1) Revised.
(2) Preliminary.
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WHOLESALE TRAIDE AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT
Year and Month ) - Britisa Maritimes Western
CANADA  Maritimes Quebec  Ontario Prairies (ojumbia | CANADA & quebec 0ntario  proyinces
March, 1945 .... 201.4 219.6 195.2 202.7 1L I8P 219.3 235.4 244.5 ° 203.5 263.5
March, 1946 .... 234.2 234.8 224.3 237 .4 230.2 250.9 538.3 339.1 318.3 360,7
March, 1947 ,... 28567 257.8 251.0 250,2 252.1 293.6 314.7 375.0 297.3 372,6
February, 1348 ., 240,0 19,3 £45.2 24:,8 217.3 287.7 333.3 391,.0 323.1 322.6
March, 194€ .,.. 263.6 269.4 261.8 265.7 239.7 312.4 292.4 342.8 334.2 302.9
DRUGS CLOTHING | FOCTWEAR DRY GOOD:3
Year and Month Naritimes Western - . d Maritines Nestern
EaNamA Que.& Ont. Provinces SR TR CiigRa & Quebec Sagagio Frovinces
March, 1945 .... 209.4 206,0 bl e 223.3 226.0 186,.2 182,53 189.% 205.7
March, 1946 ..., 228.9 224,53 242.1 235.6 . 290.0 192.3 195.8 194.8 204.5
March, 1947 .... 223.4 218,9 236.3 266.0 300.2 266.0 260,1 294.1 261,6
February, 1948 . 251.3 242,2 SE1%9 £64.2 269.2 267.8 264.1 296.2 231.7
March, 1948 «.., 243,95 236.4 263.7 285.4 298.7 26643 268.7 282.6 264.2
GROCERIES FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
Year and Month iy g e British i Maritimes ' Nestern
CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies ol CANADA & Quebec Ontario el t e
March, 1945 .... L7053 215,8 143.7 175.8 155.9 192,53 25E.6 £41,0 244.4 220,3
March, 1946 .... 187 .6 £27,9 163.1 190.9 173.4 209.2 £97.5 261.7 321.1 284.2
March, 1947 .... 215.9 254.8 185.6 212.9 202.7 260.7 262.4 248.4 259.8 263,2
February, 194€ . =20l1.1 226 .4 173.2 <00.6 1€1.4 261.1 204.4 £03.8 205.8 195.2
karch, 1948 ..., 2£5,0 278,1 180,.8 226.5 199.3 29550 225.9 210.9 236.4 £15.6
i HARDWARE TOBACCO _AND CONFECTICNERY
Year and Month ' = _ Nestern NMaritimes . Western
CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario  provinces CANADA e Ontario provinces
March, 1945 ,... 217.8 195.1 204.,9 196.2 229,2 249,3 263,.8 246,7 229,7
March, 1946 .... 285.8 229.€ 267.6 73,9 292,5 1L &7 273.3 260.5 265.8
Mearch, 1947 .... 334.0 297.8 503.5 314,.4 350,7 27?7.9 290.8 262.8 271.4
February, 1948 , 315.3 290.8 B0 309.5 3<0.2 269.6 268.9 288,5 242.3
March, 1948 ..., 349.4 323.1 34549 304.6 338,.8 531.0 385.6 318,3 301.5
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