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WHOLESALE TRADE
APRIL 1948

April, 1948 Sales 6% Above 1947

Wholesale sales in April, 1942 were 6% higher in dollar ,volume than in
April, 1947 and were 8% above the volume for March, jol according to statements
received from 395 wholegalers representing nine lines of *rade. Cumulative dollar
sales for the first four months of 1948 were U% in excess of the dollar volume re-
ported for the corresponding period a year ago. The general unadjusted index (on
the baae, sverage for 1935-1939=100) stood at 284 4 for April, 1948, 268.8 for
April, 1847, and 264.4 for March, 1948,

Wholesale sales 1n the Frairle Provinces continued below last year's
level by 2% but all other regions of the country reglstered advances. A gain of
2% wes recorded for the Maritime Provinces, sales in both Ontarlo and Quebec were
8.5% above April last year, while in Britigh Columbis, the dollar volume of whole-
sale sales was 13% in excess of that recorded for April last year.

. PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
APRIL 1948

KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO
BUSINESS _50% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40% -20% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30%+40%
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Grocery Sales up l4%.

Drug wheclesalers and grocery wholesalers reported s greater ine-
crease over 1947 than in any month since the beginning of the vear,
Drug sales were up 16, while grocers' sales were !4% in excess of the
April, 1947 volume. Curmlative sales of grocery wholesalers for the
year to date were only 5% above the volume for the corresponding period
of 1947,

Tobacco and confecticnery and hardware wholesalers were the
only other trades which showed an increase in dollar velume of sales over
last year. Guine of 11% and 7% respectively were recorded by these trades
compared with cumulative gains for the first four months of 13% and &%.

Nholesalers of automotive eguipnent (ineluding parts, acces-
sories, tires and tubes) reported sales vructically the same @: in ADTi.,
1947,

Sales down in Dry CGoods and Apparel Trades,

Foctwear wholesalers and fruit znd vegetable deulers, whose
sales have been below 1947 volures for some months, continued to record
sales volures lower than last year. TPootweul wholesalers' sales were
down 25 while fruit and vegetuble denlers' sales dropped 11l%.

Clothing sales, which shoved an inereuse over 1347 for the
first time this yeuar in March, asgzin dropped btelow last yesr in April by
5k. sales in the wholesnle dry goods trude registered u decreuse of 8%
from April, 1947, Cumulative sales of dry goods wholesalers for the
first four months of 134& were 5/ higher in dollar volume than in the
correspording period of 1947.

3tocks show smzller gains thun in previous months.

Stocks in the hands of wheolesalers st the end of ipril, 1948
were valued 10% higner thun those on hund ot the same date last year
and were 1% above the value at tie end of Merch, 194€. Automotive eguip-
ment dealers recorded the largest inereuse in value of stocks on hand
with a gain of 30%. Hardware, dry goods, tobucco and confectionery, and
drug whole==lers hud inventories valued between 174 and 11% higher than
at Apr i LaSQ. O,

‘Fruit and vesetable dealers' inventories were valued 123
lower than last yeur, while clothing and grocery wholesalers' stocks
dropped to 4j% z2nd 25 respectively below the velue of inventories at the
same date a year ago.

Year's subseription, §1.90
Single copies, 10 cents



-3 -

Percentage Changes in wholesale Trude

—

!l

Percentage Change

SALES INVENTORY
(1) -1
karch, AP April, Jan.-to-
194¢€ 134¢€ 194€  Apr.,194€ April, 1948
March, ART s ¥arch, Jun.-to=- April, 1947
1947 1947 1948  Apr.,1947
/mtomotive Ecuipment cecess = 64l + 0.3 +22.3 - 35 +30,2
Mzritimes and .uebéc .c... - 5.0 - 0.2 +10.9
Ontario s st e essesonee +1106 4’17.0 + 8.3
Wwestern Irovinees ,seeecces =1€,0 -11.4 +15.1
RIS <. o ujarars vialore o a6 ojo e 8 0i0 o + 9.1 +16.2 +1€,6 +12,7 SNRe
Meritimes, Juebec and Ont, + 7.8 +16,3 +18.5
western Frovinces ..osscc. +12,3 +15,E +16.2
GBI TR " 6o v A5 o5 2 0 61618 (65,9 + 5.6 - 4.7 -15.4 - @l - 4,1
REEDEC: 254 00 ddlse s sioslionses +25.7 + 0.1
Cntario & Jestern rrov,... - Jpd - 8.3
PROMMBAT .o0ccvoavesansotos = 0.0 - 1.8 - 5.3 > Dl + 0.7
Maritimes and juevec +.... -15.0 X
Cnt. and Western Provinces +12,9 - 3.8
PRy NG00dS e « a0 s s0esiasesen + 0,1 = 8,1 3 + 4.8 +14.6
Maritimes and uebe¢ ..... + 3.3 - 8.6 - 0,7
(CVCAiE 71 1 K o [N = SR B Frepes - 3.9 - 7.3 - 3.6
western Provinces .seveses + 0.3 - 8.5 -17.1
Fruits and Vegetubles ...a- -17.2 -10.6 + 5.9 =11.6 -12.1
" Maritimes and Juebec .e.se -15.1 - 7.3 +20,0 =
Untario ...cecesescsesecsc = .7 - 2.4 +21.,0
Western Provinces .....sse -27.4 -20,7 +11.7
GI'OCETIES seo3s6essvcesasss + 4,9 +13.8 +11.9 + D0.2 =2 %0
Maritimes s.scs00vccacanan + 0.E + 4,7 + 7.5
QUEDEE ...evor0a0cscacroes + 4.5 +23,6 +20,1
Ontario ssscececessscoses + G.3 + 9.5 +13.1
PRI E5 0o aapmalociss oma s - 1,8 +14.2 + 3.0
British Columbia secoesaus +15.4 +23.9 + 8.7
Hardware seesceecccncesscce + 4.8 + 7.2 + 6.7 + 7.6 +17.4
Maritines ceececoseosscses +10,6 +16 .9 +21.0
JMEDEC Lovrcecoveccnnsnoee +13.3 +16.5 + 2.3
OIREIEICG ot asals ssis aie. 15 %068 tinse +12.8 +16.2 + 9.4
Western Frovinces ....e.es = 3,1 - 1.2 +10.0
Tobacco and Confectionery .  +22.1 +11.4 + 1.4 +12.5 +11.7
Maritines and Juebec ,.... +32 .6 +15.1 + 5.6
Ol'lt.ario 2@ 32 kI 030D s e D +18p5 +15,6 + 89
destern rrovinees ,.sescae +31 .2 + 5.9 -12.1
Wholesale Trade - -
BATAL INES powenrs waenn s o + 4.6 4+ 2.0 0.0
WUEDEE iysmssssosenvas i ¢ LB + £.5 « 5.2
OIHERLO fiss cssmesgoosees s + &,0 + 8.5 +12.0
RRIILINES, @ Wzl o€ ik ¢ vine - 4,9 - 2.0 + 2,8
Bisiirish THMMPLA e 0005 L2655 +12.8 +10.4
AN o v o s o dis =g : + 3.0 +ORe + 7.6 + 3.9 +10.0

{1) Revised.
(2) Preliminary.
(X) Unchanged.
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(Average . 1935 - 1939 = 100)

WHOLES ALK TRADE AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPNENT

Year and konth British Maritimes Western
CANaDA  Maritimes Juebec (nt&rio Prairies Columbia CANADA & yuebec Ontarioco Provinces
April ;. 18988 oo 198 % 28l i 194.4 202.2 179.7 2Nl © 238.0 260.1 202.2 264,5
April b BGEEN laom - 238.5 245.8 208u? | 124945 28858 259.0 344 .4 337.3 291.0 406.1
April, 1947 L. 2kE, 8 23852 2alfab  2R3S7 25155 305.9 360.2 411.5 307,50 396 .8
Miarch, 194€ La4. 264 .4 265957 26856 26542 28347 Sa. 7 o7 e} 354.4 331.8 305.5
April, 1948 ,,.:- 284 .4 29350 27959 — 23%.0 246 .5 34581 S6HWS 4107 359.2 fote ] SN
DRUGS CLOTHING = FOOTWEAR DRY GOCDS
Year and Konth Maritimes Western Maritimes Western
CANADA Jue.&% Ont., Provinces CANADA CANADA CANADA & quebec Quntario Provinces
April, 1945 ... eI D 217.5 222.0 188, 8 246.0 167.9 73, 8 163:3 60,
b 18] 5 piie e 5 e 25858 226.9 256, 7 s 7 34l .5 193.4 139.2 196.8 a3
APmidet B349 4 . 5. 248,86 240.5 266.4 249.4 294.2 280:0 291 -8 294.0 2588 i
Barch, 1948 . ., 243.7 236 .0 265 .4 280.9 298.7 266.3 268.7 282.6 264 .0 ol
April, 1948 . 2891 279.7 SOEED 232 288.9 259 .2 266kT 2R 55 218.9 |
GROCERIES FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
Year and Month British Maritimes Western
CANADA  Maritimes guebec Ontario Prairies Columbia CANADA & quebec Ontario Provinces
DL Taliy T el T Smi¥rio 166,56 2C8.6 150.4 e PR 146.3 18T 296u3 267.3 2921 288 . 8
Appil ' 1946 Snws 190.1 220.9 170.4 193.4 173:8 208,6 2886 ). 42 324.7 303,45
BEridy: 1842 .4 2203 279.4 188,5 235.8 19011 253.4 257 .4 27330 294.2 26942
Mareh, 1948 .... 226,85 ol . 1960 - 22808 19951 2956 2057 49 210.9 257.8 1915
Aprii, 1948 ... 25858 298wd 282,@ 23640 -3 gy 321.4 23Qgl 25851 287.1 21845
‘ HARIWARE TOBACCO AND CONFLCTICKERY
Year and Month Hestern Maritimes Western
CANADA karitimes qusbec Ontario  Provinces CANADA & Jyuebec Ontario Provincss
Aprii, 1945 2128 222 4 2083 ey 2 2.5 243.5 261.4 2682 20543
April, 1946 2730 b2 253.3 282 .4 2 294 .6 238 B 280.1 it (0]
SprilLi19de o 346.5 341.0 369 3338 378.4 329.0 347.C 293.3 oAl
March, 1948 . 350.0 329.4 343.9 354 .6 339.8 SEBNG 3E5,6 3511.4 328.9
rilas 1946 373, 6 39€.56 351,7 387.9 373.9 344.2 339.4 389wl 283,2




