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WHOLESALE TRADE 
APRIL 1948 

Apr 419L8 Sales 6A Above9 

Wholaa1e 8ales in April, 1948 were 6% higher in dollar,volUme than in 
ApriL, 197 and were & above the volume for March, 191 ,  according to statements 
received from 395 wholesalers representing nine lines of 'rade. Cumulative dollar 
sales for the first four months of 19Ie were 14%  in excess of the dollar volume re-
ported for the corresponding period a year ago. The general unadjusted index (on 
the base, average for l935.-l939lOO) stood at gt•LI.  for April, l9t4, 268.5 for 
April, 19 147, and 2614)4 for March, 1948. 

Wholesale a.ales in the Frairie Provinces continued below last year's 
level by 2% but all other regions of the country registered advances. A gain of 
2% was recorded for the Maritime Provinces, sales in both Ontario and Quebec were 
5.5% above April lpat year, while in Britieh Columbia, the dollar vo'ume of whole-
sale salee was 13% in excess of that recorded for April last year. 

PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
APRIL 1948 
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Grocery Sales up 14. 

Drug ?:hclesalers and grocery whiesal.ers reportc 	geaL.r 
crease over 1947 than in any month since the beginnhag of tha :ier, 
Drug sales were up 16,, while grocers' sales were 	in excess of the 
April, 1947 volume. Cunulativo sales of grocery wholesalers for the 
year tD date were only 	above the volume for the corresponding period 
of 1947. 

Tobacco and confectionery and hardware wholesalers were the 
only other trades which showed an increase in dollar voluire of sales over 
last year. Game of ll!o anJ ? respectively were recrded by these trades 
compared with cumulative gains for the first four months of 13 and 8. 

wholesalers of automotive euipx1ent (including parts, ar-
sorles, tires and tubes) reported sales cractically the aarre 	r 
1947, 

Sales down in Dry Goods and 4parel Tra".3. 

Footwear wholesalero and fruit and vegetable dealers, whose 
sa1e have been below 1947 vothres for some rrAonths, continued to record 
sales volures lower than last year. Footwear wholesaleis' 31es were 
down 2,; ;hile fruit and vegetable deilers' sales dropped ll. 

Clothing sales, which showed an increue over 147 for the 
first time thiL; year in Iarch, again dropped below ,  last yer in April by 54• inles in the wholesale dry goods trudc ra:istered u decrease of 
froir. April, 147, Cumulative sales of dry goods wholesalers for the 
first four months of 1946 were 5,0 higher in dollar volume than in the 
correspording period of 1947 

3tocks show sni11er gains than In previous months. 

itncks in the hands of wholesalers at the end of April, 1948 
were valued l higher than those on hand at the same date last year 
and were l above the value at the end of larch, 194E, Automotive e.jUip-
nent dealers re-cordcd the largest increase in value of stocks on hand 
with a gain of 30;. Hirdware, dry goods, tobacco and confectionery 1  and 
drug who1et•1ers had inventories valued between 17 and 11 higher than 
at April .O, 1949. 

Fruit and ve-;etable de.ers' Inventories were v3lue1 12;; 
lower than last ye.r, while clothinp and grocery whclesa1cr;' stocks 
dropped to 4 and 2• respectively below,  the value of inventories at the 
same date a year ago. 

Year's subscription, i1.30 
single copies, 10 cents 
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Percentage Cha!s in .1ao1esale Trade 

Percentage Change  
LE.3 U1ENT0RY 

(1) (2) 
lviarch, April, Jpri) 	Jan.-to- 
1948 194E 1948 	Apr. , 1948 Apr11 1 1948 
arch, April, Mah, 	Jun.-to- April,1947 
1947 1947 1948 	Apr.1947 

Automotive Euprnent a.... - 6 1 1 + 0.3 +22.3 - 3,5 +30.2 
!ritimes and 	uebec 	.,... - 5.0 - 0.2 
Ontario +11.6 +17.0 +8,3 
estern rrovinces 	,.,..... -18.0 -11.4 +15.1 

Drugs 	................... +9.1 +16.2 +18.6 +120 +11.2 

r1ti:ies, 	•uebec and Ont. + 7.8 +16.3 +18.5 
estern Provinces 	..,..,,, +12.3 +15.8 +16.2 

Clcthiag 	., ........ ........ + 5.6 - 47 15.4 2.7 - 4.1 
Luebec 	& .....,. ....., #25.7 4 0 1 
Ontario & .lestern - 	3. - 8.3 

Footwear - 	0.5 - 	1 	E - 3.3 5.3 - + 0,7 
karitililes and .uebec -15.i IC) 
Ont. and '.Vestcrn Provinces +12.9 - 3.2 

Dry Goods + 0.1 - 8.1 - 2.7 + 4.8 +14.6 
Iitritirnes 	and 	uebeo 	,,,. + 3.3 - 8.6 - 0,7 
Ontario - 3,9 7.3 - 3.6 
,iestern Provinces 	.,....., + 0.3 - 8.5 -17.1 

Fruits and Vegetables .... -17.2 -10.6 + 5,9 -11.6 -12.1 

kritinies and 4,uebee , -15.1 - 7.3 +20.0 
Ontario.................. -8.7 -2.4 +21.0 
western Provinces -27.4 -207 +11,7 

Groceries 	,.,,,..,.,,......+ 4,9 +13.8 - 	+11,9 + 5.2 - 2.0 
I..aritirnes.. .....,,..,.,,, +6.8. +4.7 +7,5 
.uebec 	., +4.5 +23.6 +20,1 
Ontario 	,..........., +u.a +9.o 
Prairies 	.... ., ... ....... .. - 1.8 +14.2 + 3.0 

itish Co1uibiu 	....,.. +13.4 +23.9 + 8.7 
Hardware 	.................. + 4. + 7.2 + 6,7 	- + 7.6 +17.4 

.arit1nies 	................ +10,6 +16.9 +21,0 
.uebec 	................... +13.3 +16.5 + 2.3 
Ontario 	......... +12,6 +16,.2 +9,4 
jestern Provinces 	........ - 3.1 - 1.2 +10,0 

Tobacco and Confectionery +22.1 +11.4 + 1.4 +12.5 
iaritines and quebec 	,,... #32.6 +15,1 + 3,6 

+15,b +8,9 
estern rrovinces 	.., +21.2 + 5.9 -12,1 

jholesale Trade - 
I.aritimes 	................ 44  6 42,0 410 9 

uebec 	...,.,.,......,. . 5 + 8,5 
Ontario + 	0 4 	8,5 
Prairies 	•.. 	..,.., ,,... - 4,9 - 2.0 + 2,8 
Britiah 	,c;1umDia 	,....... + 65 +12.8 +10.4 

0A}DA ................+ 3,0 	+ 5,e 	+ 7.6 	+ 3.9 	+10.0 

fiI Revised, 
(2) Preliminary. 
(X) Unchanged. 
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OF WHOLESAlE SALES IN 	 1111111111 Ill 11ff fUIJJL 
(Average. 1935 	1939 = ioo ) 	
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4HOIL3AIE TRADE AUTOMOTIVE EJIIENT 
Year and Month British Maritimes Western 

CADA Muritimes uebec 0ntrio Prairies Columbia CANADA &ebec Ontario Provinces 
April 9  1945 1973 226,,1 1944 2022 179,7 2151 238O 	260l 2022 26775 
April, 1946 2385 24e 223.2 245)5 2333 259,0 344.4 	33713 291,0 406,1 
prii, 1947 268,e 293,2 2576 273.7 251,5 3059 360.2 	411 	5 307,0 396.8 

March 9  1948 ,. 264,4 2697 2656 265,2 239.7 312,7 295.5 	354,4 331,8 305.5 
April, 1948 2844 299,1 279,5 2970 246,5 345,1 361.3 	41077 3592 3516 

DRUGJ CL0ThI}G 	FOOThAR - 	 DRY GOO)S 
Year and Month Maritimes Western Maritinies Western 

CADA ue,& Ont0 Provinces 	CANADA CANADA CANADA 	& 	uebec Ontario Provinces 
April 9  1945 220!) 21735 2220 1828 2460 1679 	172,8 163.3 1601 
pril, 1946 2358 226,9 255,7 213,7 321,5 193,4 	192 1968 172,3 

Apr11, 1947 	,. 248,6 2405 266,4 249,4 294-2 2820 	291,8 294,0 239,2 
karch 1948 	-. 	., 2437 236.0 26574 2809 298,7 266.3 	2687 282.6 264.0 
pri1, 1948 	, 28911 279!7  308,5 237..7 268,9 2592 - 	266,7 2725 218,9 

GROCERIES FHUITJ ZDVEGETAB1E 
Year and Month British Maritimes - Western 

CANAflt Maritimes uebec Ontario Prairies Columbia 	CANADA 	& ,uebec Ontario Provinces 
April, 1945 166,5 209,6 15034 171.3 14673 1811 256,3 	267.3 252.1 233.8 
Apri1 j  1946 190.1 220,9 170,4 1934 173.8 2126 28816 	31137 3247 303,5 
April, 1947 22278 27934 1885 2336 190,1 259,4 257r4 	273.0 294.2 269.2 
March, 1948 	,,,, 226,5 272.1 194,.0 226)3 199.1 295,6 217,3 	21019 237,2 191,1 

1948 253,5 292,5 233!) 256!) 219,1 321)4 230.1 	2531 - 28 7 1 213.5 
------ .-- -------- 

HRIWARE TOBACCO AND CONFECTIO1ciRY - 
Year and Month Western MuritLrnes Vestern 

CANADA karitimes ,uebec Ontario 	Provinces CANADA 	& 	uebee Ontario ProvineBs 
tpr.l, 1945 2126 222,4 2033 205,2 218,5 243 5 	2614 238,2 205 5 
Apri1, 1946 	. 27910 2711 253)3 2824 289,5 2946 	291,6 2801 275:0 
April, 1947 	. . 346,5 34170 301,9 333)6 378,4 33930 	3470 293)3 2731 
March, 1946 	. . 350.0 329.4 343,9 354,6 339,8 3393 	385 6 311-4 32839 
4 L ril. 1948 	.. 373, 398.5 351, 387.9 3739 3442 	3.fl4 339.1 28.) 2 


