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The dollar volume of wholesale sales in January, 1949 was less
than one-half of one per cent lower than in January, 1948 and 7% below
the volume for December, 1948 according to statements from 357 whole-
salers representing nine lines of trade. The general unad justed index
(on the bage, average for 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 243.2 for January,
1949, 24l.2 for Jenuary, 1948, and 262.1 for December, 1948,

Dollar sales of wholegalers in the Province of Quebec were 7%
lower than in January a vesr ago and in British Columbls, salee were
down 33%. An incremse of 2% over Jsnuary, 1948 was registered in all
other reglons of the country.

PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES

JANUARY 1949

KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO
BUSINESS .20% -10% 0 +i0% +20% +30% +40% -20% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30%+40%
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sales Drop in Dry Goods and Apparel Trudes

Wholeszlers in the dry goods und apparel trades registered
marked deelines in dollar volume of sales in January, 1949 compared
with Januery & year ago. Sales of footweur wholesalers were down 41ms
sales of clothlng wvholeselers dropved 2674, and dry goods wholesalers
sules were 185 below Janusry, 1948,

Sales of grocery wholesulers were slightly lower than in
Januzry last yeur, while modest gains of 2%, 3% and 4% were reported
respectively by wholesulers of tobacco und confectionery, hardware,
and automotive equlpment Fruit and vegetable degle)u recorded sales
%% above last year's level, while drug wholesualers' sales were up 10%.

Inventories Generully Higher in Value

Stocks in the hunds of wholestlers st the end of Janusry, 1949
were valued 13% higher then the inventory &t the corresponding date in
1948. Clothing wholesclers' stocks were 6% lower in value znd inventor-
ies of footwear wholesulers were 15/ lower then at January 31, 1948.

A1l other trades registered increcses in value of inventorics.
Grocery and drug wholesalers! 1nventor1eu vere 5% hlcher in value,
automotive equipment vholesalers' stocks were up 7% and fruit and
vegeteble dealers's 12%. Mlore substentisl gains in value of stocks on
hand were reported by wholcsalers of hardware, tobacco snd confectionery,
and dry goods at 22%, 23%, and 247 respectively.
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade

- ——=
Percentage Change
Sales
(1) (2) INVENTORY
December, January, January,
1948 1949 1949 Jan,, 1949
December, January, December, Jan,, 1948
1947 1948 1948
Automotive Equipment ...ees *13,1 + 4,2 + 4,3 + 7,0
Maritimes and Quebec ..ese - 2,8 + 4,0 -26,0
ontario 20000020 OPINOSISSELIOSS +22.2 + 2.9 - 3.0
Western Provinees sevueees H18519 R 220
O v oroxsks) S 3 sleoiaie ofelake @ o o0~ D GG HRERE +19,2 Dl
Maritimes, Quebec and Ont, + 5,9 Sl 2 +135,4
Western Provinces .eeescee + 1946 2 {Tin +36,7
Clothing ®eveevsensesnnosnee +24,6 =-25,58 -11,2 G
Quebec e5esecerssnetneecn e +49,7 5 803
Ontario & Western Prov, .. + 6,9 ~32,7
BOBEEERT o e axile 5o 070 0 2 000 o0 o | =19 -40,9 -41,2 =15,3
Maritimes and Quebec ,.... -38,2 -51,5
Ontario and Western Prov,. +14.4 -29,6
Dry GOadE §/s e aqerniomsis s & siolsraisls + 2.4 =18, 2 + 6.8 +2§;6
Maritimes and Quebec ,.... 16,10 -21,1 Gl
Cntario Gessersevseensnse b 8.7 -14‘6 | 505
Western Provinces .eeceeces LINIE =19,1 - 0,3
Fruits and Vegetables ..o.. *+ 6.8 + 8,8 ~-18,3 LIt
Maritimes and Quebec ,.... - 6,4 Lol ] -17,.1
B , & Lol bk St ¢ 4 2k ke * 6,5 = 6
Western Provinces .ocecesee =16, 1" e =31,0
Groceries C0ssesseesec00anc e = 0,6 - 002 - 4,7 % 4.6
NEZEGITNES o000 srenis s s o ols ¢ us (X) - 0,1 -10,2
T S R R - 5.9 +10,8 ~32.8
BREON ; 05T, ope's o dlays a1eTs 1aTe - 3.8 2 (0]~ (¢ - 3,6
BGEH TS OB srotase s ors o/s 4ol eafa aiare + 3.4 + 0.6 + 8,3
British Columbia seesessnoe +1000 + 5,4 = 200
Hardware esessc0scssssncsnee +10.9 + 208 '1302 *21;5
Maritimes ®eec0000ee0ses 0 +2002 +1504 -18,2
Quebec @b esosrescesscansaces 4.5, 8 + Tnl - 2,1
QENSATEIG. oo o stalilens oo & oxs jkekefore F245 + 852 =21,6
Western Provinces .eeeeese + 2,9 - 4,2 - 8.4
Tobacco and Confectionery . + 4.2 & 350 -18,3 +23,2
Maritimes and Quebec ..... = 89 - 0,9 -34,5
MREATNG ~ o ray 0 e e - o oweid il + 3.2 + 2.4 -14,7
Western Provinees .,..eeee 2 299 2,9 -14,2
Wholesale Trade -
Maritimes Ce L LGN EPPIONNOOGS - 2'9 + 2.1 -14.5
Quebec Secesreervsesntnracn 2 2.3 = 6.6 -17.7
Ontario Seevcscssnvcctcagsae + 307 & 105 = 501
Prairies @sss0snssnsennene +1107 + 107 - 006
Bradtish Columbia i.eeeses s = 3.2 - 3.4 - 2.7
CANADA 8 r00 000000 n000 0 + 4.4 = O¢4 ‘y 7.2 +12.5

(1) Revised.
(2) Preliminary.
(x) Unchanged,
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MONTHLY INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA Wm“lm M%WN l “1
(Average, 1935 - 1939 = 100) 1010720520
=re WHOLESALE TRADE AUTOMOTIVE EQUIFPMENT
Year and Month British Meritimes f ‘Western
Iy r ry A A A
CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontarioc Prairies Columbia CANAD. £ Siomes Ontario e s
January, 1946 ... 217, 3 232,0 185.6 231.7 206,7 252,1 S58hT 326,0 336, 3 404,d .
January, 1947 ... 237.3 236.4 206,2 261.6 231,3 27 .0 346,5 33548 358.5 349.5
January, 1948 ,.. 244,.2 221.5 217.7 258,.6 2 Sl 315.2 320.9 284.4 354,2 56,6
December, 1948 ,, 262,1 264.6 247 .0 276,5 232,1 313,1 320,5 399,9 375,.8 273, 9
Januarxp 1949 ..., 243.2 226,2 203.3 262,5 230,6 304,5 334,4 295,8 364,5 334, 3
el ——————— = = = e e -
DRUGS CLOTH ING FOOTWEAR DRY GOODS
Year and Month Maritimes Western Maritimes s HNestern
i .
CANADA b B “Beovincos CANADA CANADA CANADA S e Ontario B e
January, 1946 ... 247,0 2448 254.8 281,5 230, 3 203,5 183,2 241,7 192,
January, 1547 ,,. 28447 245,.8 278 ,.8 294,7 274.5 220,2 192.0 257,.2 LD o T,
January, 1948 .., 283,7 273.3 31,7 274,7 248,17 251,.7 234,6 280,.3 248,3 "
December, 1948 ., 262, 3 267.9 246,1 230,4 249,9 192,8 159.4 227,0 201,5 S
January, 1949 .., 312.6 303, 9 336,3 204,7 147,0 2056,9 1886.1 239.4 200, 9 ’
e o e —_— == ——————— e — —
GROCER IES FRUITS AND VEGETARLES
Year and Month [ British Maritimes Western
CANADA Maritimes Quzbec Ontario Prairies Colriba CANADA 2 WhSE Ontario o =i ces
January, 1946 .., 185,4 236, 3 144.5 199.9 163,5 204,2 230,6 180,7 261.2 220,8
dJanuary, 1947 ... 23,0 250,.5 162.4 232,5 190,8 246,1 217.9 169.9 238,5 218.2
January, 1948 ... 215,6 235,2 eSS NG 231.1 193,9 289,4 193.9 156,6 217.0 185,3
December, 1948 ,, 226,57 261 .8 207.1 241 .7 180.2 311,1 258, 3 206,4 250,0 298,6
January, 1949 .., 215,2 235,0 139,1 232.9 195,1 305.0 211.0 171.2 231,1 205,9
- ——— e — T &I == —_—— e e — = — — —— —— — - o — — = __ 4
HARDWARE .TOBACCO AND CONFECTIONERY
Year and Month = j Western Maritimes Western
CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Pt dirlineen CANADA & Quebeo Ontario PrsGbiltnsrs.
January, 1946 .., 2¢8,5 176.5 239, 9 195,0 259,42 255,0 236,0 257.4 246,7
January, 1947 ... 268,7 211.8 279,0 249.6 293,7 2777 259,.6 278, 2 269,58
January, 1948 .., 300,9 2BB5 SIS 292,0 322.5 296,0 285,0 298,0 281,.7
December, 1948 .,  356,2  297,1 349,5  406,9 33746 369.6 431,4 358,0 338,0

January, 1949 .,, 309,3 242, 9 342,3 318,9 309,0 301,89 282.4 305, 2 289.9




