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WHOLESALE TRADE ;
FEBRUARY 1949

February, 1949 eales of wholegsalers were 2% higher in doller
volume then 1in Fetruary last year and 1% higher than in January, 1549,
according to stetements from 366 wholeeslers representing nine lines
of wholessle trade. The general unad)usted index (on the bese, 1 -
1939=100) etood ut 24L.6 for Fetruery, 1949, 239.& for February, 2828,
end 243.2 for January, 1949,

Seles in Quebec and in British Columbia continued below last
vear by 6% and 3% respectively. Wholesalers in the Maritime Provincee
reported an increase of 2% while geins of 4% and 10% were recorded fo
Ontario and the Prairie Provinces respectively, 7

PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES

FEBRUARY 1949
KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGD
BUSINESS _.20% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +4C% -20% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40%
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Sales in Dry Goods and Apparel Trades Continue Below 1948

Wholesalers of dry goods and apparel continued to report
sales below the 1948 volume although the February declines were le ss
marked than those recorded for January. Footwear wholosalers' sales
decreased 5%, dry goods wholesalers', 9% while & drop of 16% was
recorded by clothing wholesalers,

Moderate gains were roported by all other trades, Drug
wholesalers and tobacco and confectionery wholesalers reported sales
in February, 1949 up 5% from February a year ago., Sales of grocery
and fruit and vegetable dealers were up 4%, while gains of 2% were
reported by wholesalers of hardware and automotive equipment,

Inventories up 16%

Wholesalers' inventories were valued 16% higher at the end
of February, 1949 than at the corresponding date a year ago, Foot=-
wear wholesalers recorded a decline of 7% in value of stocks on hand
compared with last year but all other trades showed increases,

The largest increases were reported by the dry goods and
tobacco and confectionery trades at 29% and 28% respectively. Hard-
ware wholesalers stocks were up 23% in velue and those of automotive
equipment dealers, 14%, Other trades reported increases in value of

stocks as follows: drugs, 8%k,; groceries, 7%; fruits and vegstables,

4%; and clothing, 2%.
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade

- A 79 Percentage Change —
Sales
{Gre) e INVENTORY
January, February, February,
1949 1949 1949 Feb,, 1949
January, February, danuary, Feb,, 1948
1948 1948 1949
Automotive Equipment ...... LT ¥ 243 + 2.8 +14.1
Maritimes and Juebec ,.... +. 1682 «15,3 + 9,7
ORBATEIO! o ouatens o FIRIE opogals Jana) o 051 %17.3 =8 Lok
Western Provinees secveees e e 35:5:.7 + 3.6
Drugs ee0 s osrss e Bes s +10.1 + 594 -15.0 + 7.9
Maritimes, Quebec and Ont, 1] 1s, 2 + 766 -14,9
Western Provinceas) 5ol «oee 4 T8 9 < 2o -13,7
BRRARTRE o isosontihesinnseso -20.1 -16.0 ol T + 1,8
DUBDET! s o ofiis ) omeiatols s selocs o * 0.5 = 6,9
Ontario and Western Prov,. -30,3 -21,0
?35twear eeseevtecncnernense -40,3 b 601 +71.4 1= - 6.5
Maritimes and Quebec ....e =51,5 - 1,8
Ontario and Western Prov,. -28,6 - 9,7
T YT e g . =17.9 - 8,9 +18,2 +29, 3
Maritimes and Quebec .¢... -21,1 =11,5 +26,7
GILEaNORE, | Jtafhts IR RarN «ioweds 's s -14,0 - 7.7 +13.4
Western Provinces ..ececes -19,1 - 5,6 +1 8BRS
Fruits and Vegetables ..... J¢ (P ¥ _OuE + 0.7 + 4.4
Maritimes and Quebec ..... + 9,4 - 4,4 W Tean?
Ontﬂrio ae s st st s assrssrte +603 +2.9 -8.2
Western Provinees seoeceeee +11,3 +10,3 + 4,4
Groceries esevreereBer oo e P— 0.4 ¥ 4u1 = 206 o 6'7
Maritimes s0svsseneaesecnsa - O.l + 2.2 - 1.5
Quebec Csevncecesscacrnesen -12.7 -12.3 +11-6
ORBAIRIC. 000 ere Foielos diabesss & 07 1Tt 2 - 7.8
Prairies Cesvecereeancerane 3 0.5 + 904 + 1a7
BritiSh Columbia enocenesve a8 950 + 7.5 - 8,8
NESREIEN 1% 6.0 ol ol dib e i 53 s o 0 + N ¥ 18 + 3.4 +22.8
Maritimes tSeseetsnesssccne +1501 +1000 ¥ 705
Quebac “teressssevesavses "‘707 "008 -13.1
(05117211 (SN P SR S +10,2 + 6,2 121
Western Provinces: sivecees - 4,2 O 7 +44. 3
Tobacco ard Confectionery . ¥ 255 + 5,9 - 6.3 ¥27.9
Maritimes and Quebec ..... (x) + 5,6 - 0.4
ONERTEIO % oeis e oTe’s bbb oo o c e + 3.5 - 2.3
Western Provinces .eeeeees +-393 Srlil) -10,.8
Wholesale Trade =
Mﬂritimes @es s s s et e tereo +202 +2u3 "1.1
SMEEBBE o't 950 o e € 985 o s s e alals =} 70 - 6,3 HL28.5
Ontario ®esss es s 00 .s + 1.5 + 4.0 = 4.0
BEOHIGRES | oif4oks sieiees o 65 e + 16 A C 33
Brit ish «Columbia o eseeode = N5 - 3,3 ~-10,4
GRNADAS (Gidie oo Podieie e %o oo - 0,4 #8200 + 0.6 +15,8

(1) Revised.
(2) Prelimimary,
(x) Unchanged,
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WHOLESALE TRADE

AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT

Year and Month - Ly British ; Maritimes optari Western
- CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies o) ... CANADA % Quebeo e o bl
Bebrudry, 11946 - . IO 201,1 1976 o e 204,1 242,5 310,89 354,0 21637 339,2
Fabruary, 1947 .. 5 e 218,0 218.9 238.8 220,2 260,44 3852 428,17 314,1 318.5
February, 1948 .. 239.8 218,89 2482 242,.4 21TREB 2BST 3852 391 .0 316,0 322,6
January, 1949 ... 243,2 226,.4 202.5 262.5 230, 3 SllGIR5 329,.6 302,0 354,.6 329,3
February, 1949 ... 244,6 223.,9 227.9 292 o) 237.9 278,52 338,8 331,2 339.1 341 .0
DRUGS CLOTHING F "OTARAR DRY GOODS »
Year and Month Maritimes ilestern Maritimes . estern
CANADA N 0 :
e - piaes CANADA CANADA CANADA  STURPOS Ontario  p.ooioTt
February, 1946 .. T o7 orc e 244,.8 233,17 238.2 188: 7 19645 191.8 1:67wb
February, 1947 .. o | 216, 5 ] e 20T 33 296.8 229,6 224,68 272, 0 g S
February, 1948 .. 2518 248.5 2825 264,2 268,.,3 268,2 266.0 296, 2 il io T
January, 1949 .., 1l B 303.9 SD6 03 2158, 15 148.5 206,.6 1855 241,1 200, 9
February, 1949 .. 265,4 258,.5 290.1 221.9 254,6 244,3 234.5 273.4 SNER 7
GROCERIES FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
- - o . 't [
Teay Al okl CANADA Meritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies Brltls}} CANADA TR Ontario Wes‘f;ern
Columbia & Quebec Provinces
February, 1946 .. B 4 195,6 150.,0 WA L6LS'S 203,0 241.,2 e e C 245,9 240,6
February, 1947 .. 200,3 222 .0 158815 211, 6 189,.2 228,.6 219.7 209,4 22058 220,6
February, 1948 .. 201.1 22G.,4 172, 9 200,6 181.4 261 4 20d55 216, 9 205,68 18562
dJanuary, 1949 ... 247 235,0 135,.8 SR T 195,1 307.1 210.8 17k, 3 2 O 206,2
February, 1949 ., 209,3 23144 i o) LA'(2) 215,0 IS RS 2680,2 212.3 208,16 AL 21523
HARDWARE TOBACCO AND CONFECTIONERY
Yook apd MQnbtE camaia: daritdenes © ‘Quebse Onbarie AlcHusan caNaDa  Jmritimes .o rie Sstem
Provimoes & Quebec Provinces
February, 1946 .. 257.8 gl &4 221.9 239,6 23,0 22808 1956, F 244,% 221,4
Februwary, 1947 ., 293.1 215,0 2502 280,3 315,8 245,7 229.4 %08, 5 2D
February, 1948 ., 314.8 236L7 299,6 309,5 320,2 269,3 268,9 el 1. 242,323
January, 1949 ... 310,2 242,3 34] ,9 &21.8 309.0 302.8 285,0 304,9 29,0
February, 1949 .. 320,8 260,4 297.2 S8 ol 322.4 285k6 284,0 297.8 259,5




