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WHOLESALE TRADE
MARCH 1949

3sles 7% Above March, 1948

Dollar volume of wholesale sales 1in March, 1949 was 7% higher
than in Merch a yesr ago and 16% above Febraary, 1949 accerdling to etate-~
ments submitted by 373 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade. Cu-
mulative sales for the first quarter of 1949 were 3% 1n excess of dollar
csales in the carresponding period of 194#. The general unedjusted index
(on the bace, averaﬁe for 1935-1939=100) stcod at 283.4 for Merch, 14u9,
264.9 for March, 1948, and 2045.1 for Februsry, 1349,

All provinces showed incresses over March a year ago, the lsrg-
est gain of 15% being recorded in the Pralirie Provinces. Wholesale saliea
in Onterlo were up %%; 4in the Maritime Provinces, 3%; while Quebec and
British Columbla both regletered gains of 1%.

PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
MARCH 1949
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Fruit and Vegetable Sales Up

Fruit and vegetable wholesalers recorded the largest incremse over
March last year with a gain of 18%, bringing the increase for the year to date
over the corresponding period last year to 10%,

Sales of footwear wholesalers were 15% higher than in March a year
a0, after having been below last year in the two provicus months, The cumu-
lative sales for the first quarter were 1C% below the first quarter of 1948,

Drug wholesaleys’ Sales ware 11% above last year while automotive
equirment wholesalers, grocery wholesalers and hardware wholesalers all re-
corded gains of 7%, Sales of tobacco and confectionery wholesalers were 3%
higher thanr in March a year ago.

Dry goods wholesalers, who had also recorded decreased sales for the
past two months, showed a slight gain of 1%, bringing the cumulative sales for
1949 to 9% below 1948, Sales of clothing wholesalers continued below last
year by 10%,

Stocks Up 13%,

Inventories of wholesalers in the nine trades surveyed were valued
13% higher at the end of March, 1949 than at the corresponding date a year
ago.

Gains of 23% and 22% respectively were recorded by dry goods and
hardware wholesalers, Iruit and vegetable, and tobacco and confecticnery
wholesalers reported an increase of 9% in stocks on hand, automotive egquip-
ment and drug wholesalers' stocks were up 7%, while grocery wholesalers'
inventories were valued 3% higher than at March 31 last year,

Clothing wholesalers' stocks were lower by 2% in dcllar value while
footwear wholesalers reported stocks down 16% from last year,
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Percentape Changes in Wholesale Trade

Percentage Change

SALES INVENTORY
(1) (2)
February, March, March, Jan,.~-to-
1949 1949 1949 Mar,,1949 March, 1949
Februery, Merch, Feb, Jan,=to= March, 1948
1948 1948 1949 Mar,,1948
Automotive Equipment ...... + 2,6 + 6,9 + 0.6 fe 2ol + 7,3
Maritimes and Quebec ...., -14,9 =17 .4 -12,0 - 9.9
BRI U0 . s aleteratoaroiale oo o + Gafl + 9,6 + T8 G
Western Provinces soseceos + 6,5 +15,1 + 2,% + 8,4
B L, . e e s sa e T Wl WLy A Lg +39,2 ¥ 7.4
Maritimes, Quebec and Ont, + T4 + 9,4 - 0,8 #9570
Western Provinces c.vecssce el +15,8 + 5,9 + g6
BIGEHING o vecossvsvssvocses 188 - 9,9 +20,9 =15,0 - 2.3
Quebeo ®06 880009008 0GO PR OS u 6.9 -18.6
nt. and Western Provinces =19,6 - 3,9
FOObNeaT e0P P00 000000GOOR0 S “1003 +14.5 +42.1 ‘10.4 '15.7
Maritimes and Qusbec ..... - 1,8 +19,9
Ont, and Western Provinces =] 6,7 +10,8
I D0GAE ovsvocovocrosssce = Dal 00 | W08 - 6.5 +23.4
Maritimes and Quebec esce e -1009 = 0.3 +13.5 “10.3
T s e IR L | ST SRS T - 8,9 + 2.6 + 7.4 - 6,8
jles’tenn ‘PrOVANCEs .« semsls s« - 56 e gl @ +21,9 - 7.8
Fruits and Vegetables .cees + 3.2 + 18RI B2 +10,.2 CHEEFE
Maritimes and Quebec ,ecee - 4,0 IS ol F S Ll (E(0)
Ontario SeDeP eI e s e sts e + 104 *15.3 +31.0 - 8.0
Westorn Provinces .eececcse +10,3 +20,5 * =@ +14,0
MEOCETABS Jie = coiosccaeans M SE + 6.9 +14,3 + 3.9 e M6
RENESPRNBIS] Kaiei svolsl ok Satonsts o 9 A0) - A +24,6 ST
BleEaC] kil dnralotore beradiolels - 6,6 - 3,8 +14.9 = 7.4
EORINEU IO o oie 9/ o (60 fokoge s oheramal ] o6 G B et 2 9 5L 6
R OS] Lo dere o ote ofore Srorofeidls + 9.4 +12.,3 +12.,5 £l ed
il ’sh. Columbia L& . . o e s bl 7 oS + 4,1 968 + 5,8
EBNIAERION «iei0ieaie s o slois sl m ova v 5. © RIS + €46 +16,6 + 4,0 +21,7
BBICE CIMOS o/s o0 10 sie sTeFskeuns o1b1o *] 548 - 246 e + T2
Quebec Pe00PP SO0 tsnnsa - 0.8 5 1.9 +14.3 * 1.6
RELGAO sraiefoliie @ oTois o oTolene)sTs + 5,9 E1%2.5 +8L N O
Nestern Provinces .eseeeces F 0.7 +1810i8 +15,3 +4 .9
Tobaccc and Confectionsrv ., + 5,4 ¥ 2 +24,2 # BR 8 NG
Maritimes and Wywbec...... & 58 - 2.9 +32.4 + 0,4
REMRTCHO! oialefainte shs cdere e sHo ot g1 3216 TS5 + 9,8 + 28
Nestarn Provinces s...v... £ 78 & M58 +34,2 + 5,3
Wholesale Trade =
KaribimesA................ ¢ 206 & 303 +2207 & 2'7
NI O o roxafate < & o 9 5)s (67foms axalare - 4,6 +.0,8 1554 - 3.3
Ontario eteesessssasassses e +307 +8.0 +14.7 +4.5
BRRAEINAEIS farelslale 4.6/ 2Ta sl ofole + 9,5 +14,8 +16,0 T
fisltiish Columb 18 s slesslaiete s - 3,2 + 0,8 il S 2 = It e
GANEADIAL N, § Favars e sre o arolers * 2% + 7.0 +15,6 + 3.0 +12,.6

(1) Revised,
(2) Preliminary,
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WHOLESALE TRADE

AUTOMOTIVE EQUIFMENT

Year and Month o yipn Maritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies British CANADA Yaritimes ontario NO0CerD
Columbis & Quebsec Provinces
Manclh ] INO26L .. o4 234.2 234.8 224,3 237.4 230,2 250,9 338, 3 $35.1 318.3 360,7
March, 1947 ..... 215, 2 2556,0 251, 0 2819 252, 8 293,6 341, 3 373,0 297,6 372,6
March, 1948 ..... 264,9 266,7 265.6 267,0 240.4 2=T 319,8 354.4 332,1 305, &
February, 1949 .. 245,1 224,6 232,0 261 .4 23759 278,5 339.8 332,7 337.2 343,.6
March, 1949 c...0 283,4 2B 6S AL 288.4 276,.0 315,2 341,.9 2927 364,0 351 .6
BRIGE T Fo W R —_—
Year and Month CANADA Maritimes Western CANADA CANADA CANADA Maritimes S lrio Western
Que.& Ont, FProvinces & Quebec Provinces
Yarch, 1946 ccees 228,.9 2d4d, 38 242.1 235,6 290,0 192,3 193.8 194.8 204,85
March, 1947 ceoee 223.4 218,9 236,23 284,1 300.2 266,.0 260,1 294,1 261 .6
March, 1948 ..... 243.7 236,0 266,4 300,0 298,7 266,32 268,7 282,6 264,0
February, 1949 ., 267,2 260.4 290,1 22655 240,7 243,8 236,1 269,8 21804
March, 1949 ;.00 2 ThLjs 12 258.2 307.3 270, 3 342.,0 269,0 267 .9 289,9 2666
GROCFR IES - FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
Year and Month I British . Maritimes Western
CAﬁﬁPA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Pf:ifies Col umbia CAhﬁPA & Quebec Ontario  p.ovinces
March, 1946 .os.e TE736 227.9 163,1 190,9 173.4 209,2 297.5 261 .7 Sl 41 284,2
March, 1947 ...00 ol 7 254,.8 184,86 4249 202, 4 260.7 261 ;2 243.4 259,8 263,2
March, 1948 ,,... 226, 3 7 192,9 226,3 198.8 295,6 216,3 206,6 237.2 R 1
February, 1549 .. Ll L 230.9 161,85 /) 188,86 28052 211.0 202,.5 208,7 215,93
Maroh, 1949 .e0c0 241 .9 287a6 185,6 245,1 223.3 SET =7 265,5 246,1 273,85 230,2
HARDWARE TOBACCO AND CONFECTIONERY
Year and Month : Western Maritimes Western
CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario e = CANADA & kb Ontario i
March, 1946 ..... 283,8 229.8 267,6 2735,9 292,95 LT 27353 260, 5 265,8
March, 1947 eooee 335,5 297 o8 305,6 314.4 D980 5 28152 291,.9 2639.4 271 .6
March, 1948 .e0as 351 .6 329,4 346,2 354,6 341 .6 343,3 387 .1 319,2 329,2
February, 1949 ,,. 321.4 269, 4 297.2 32748 322 .4 283.8 284,0 298,1 259.E
March, 1949 co.csoe 374,8 320,8 339,6 398, 9 ST 352.6 376, 9 327,2 348,.3
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