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April Sales 2% Above 1Qug
Sales of wholeealers in April, 1949 were 2% higher in dollar k

volume then 1in April a vear ago and 2% above March, 1549 according to
statements submitted by 36& wholesslers representing nine lines of
trade. Sales for the first four monthe were 3% 1n excees of the vol-
ume in the correeponding period of 194%. The generai unedjusted index

* (on the base, average for 1935 - 1939 = 100) stood at 290.7 for April,
1949, 285.4 for April, 1948, and 283.4 for Merch, 1949,

Trends in the different regions of the country showed conei-
deradble varistion. Wholesalers in the Prairile Provinces recorded the
grentest increzse et 14%, while Ontarlo wholesrlers' sales were up 2%.
A decline of 4% was reported for Quebec, while in British Columbia
sales were down 6% and in the Maritime Provinces, 8%.

PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
APRIL 1949

KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO
BUSINESS _50% -10% 0 +10% +20% +30% +40%  -20% -10% O +10% +20% +30% +40%
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Footwear and Fruit and Vegetable Wholesalers' Sales Improved

Footwear wholesalers and fruit and vegetable wholesalers re-
corded sales 21% and 18% higher respectively than the dollar volumes re=
corded in April, 1948, Clothing wholesalers also reported an increase in
sales of 10% after having been below 1948 for the first three months of
the year,

Drug, wholesalers' sales were up 9%, while automotive equipment
and tobacco and confectionery wholesalers both reported gains of 8% over
April a year ago.

Dollar sales of hardware wholesalers were 2% below April, 1947,
the only part of the country to register increased sales in this trade
being the Prairie Provinces with a gnin of 6%. The same situation pre-
vailed in the wholesale dry goods and groceries trades, where all regions
recorded decreases except the Prairie Provinces., Dollar sales of dry
goods wholesalers for all Canasda were down 3% from last April, while the
Western Provinces showed an increase of 7%. In the grocery trade, sales
for Canada registered a drop of 7%, while sales in the Preairie Provinces

were up by 5%.

Inventories up 10%

Stocks in the hands of wholesalers in the nine treades surveyed
were valued 10% higher at the end of April, 1949 than at the correspond-
ing date a year ago.

The largest increase in value of stocks on hand compared with
last year was reported by hardware wholesalers at 19%. Stocks of tobacco
and confectionery and dry goods wholesalers also registered substantial
increases of 17%, Automotive equipment wholesalers' stocks were valued
7% higher and grocery wholesalers 6%, while a minor increase of 2% was re-
corded by fruit and vegetable wholesalers.

Footwear wholesalers' stocks were 19% lower than at the same
date a vear ago, while clothing wholesalers reported a decrease of A



Percentage Changes in Wholesale Truade
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Percentage Change

M) (éj"SALES y INVENTORY
] an,=-to=-
March, April, April, Apr., 1949
1949 1949 I e i ﬁ;z%_l_-_l_%‘;g
Merch, April, March, Apr., 1948 April, 154
1948 1948 1949 d
Automotive Equipment ..e0es * 6.0 * 7.8 +15.0 + 4,9 #FTR
Maritimes and Quebec ..... -15,1 -13,.9 +18,0 -10,5
Ont&l’io ecvaccscancoevne e *6.0 "'3.2 *8.9 "'3.9
Western Provinces oeivovees +15,6 £20088 +20 8 +12,2
BIILOTSH f5ral8 o s lealers lexalre s s = vom | PE + 9,4 +16.3 + 9,3 (x)
Maritimes, Que, & Ont. ... +10,0 +10.6 +19.1 + 9.9
Nestern Provinces .eeecoccs +15.1 005 ST + 7.8 + B,0
@IOBRITE «ooqbtoosroscccccs = Byl +10.4 + 1.1 - 8.7 = 2.7
QAUEDEC coevecersosserensas -18,6 +20.1
Ont. and Western Provinces - 2.4 SLEEPNT
BICBIBRIO AT = < - Hbe alo o 58 ¢ 00l ol o ELBO +21.3 + 2,0 - 1,9 -19.4
Maritimes and Quebec ....o +19.9 +23.7
Ont., and Western Provinces +11.7 +19.4
Dry Goods .....scc0es000000 + 1.1 - 2.5 - 6.1 - 7,0 +17.3
Maritimes and Quebec ..... ~ 0.2 - 4.6 - 5.3 - 8.8
OTRERIEII0I o4 < larelors s e a o s oo aisios + 6,5 - 5,7 -14.7 - 5,5
Western Provinces ceececse + 1,0 + 6,9 -12.2 - 4,4
Fruits and Vegetables ..... *18.0 +17.9 + 7,0 +12.3 + 2,1
Maritimes and Quebec ..cas +16.7 + 1.8 + 7.5 + 5,6
BIEAIREO . i leeh cen s sasieasie +16.0 *24,7 +29,6 +13,2
Wlestern Provinces .......» +21,0 420,5 +13.4 +15,9
FROCCE LLCIS™ fsrate & wis susTerotals s ow on | ¥ B1e1 - 6,7 - 2.3 + 0,9 + 5,6
PR3 AMeISh araXeie s sler e sleds Feras + 5,7 -12.6 -11.1 = g8
QUEDBBC cvcecessscaivsssnnoe - 3.9 -17.5 o ) -10,6
OEFEENEAO) G olee¥eiapsiors ool olaieiorsie s + 8,5 -11.6 - 7.8 + 0,8
Prairies ceceesevecccscsss +12.4 + 5,1 + 2.6 + 6.8
British Columbia «..e6ceee +4.,1 - 1,9 +i25 + 37
EESREINAT S, R orodyors olers o v oiviaiaio s Ha6,6 - 1.5 - 1.3 + 2.5 +19.3
Maritimes seevecscnnccacss - 2.6 ~ 9.4 +14.4 + N6
QUBLEC seccecsnss 550000000 ~ 1.8 - 5.5 - 1.0 - 0.3
QI 10 ¢ 0avoesweoscososans +12,5 + 162 + 3.3 + B
Wlestern Provinces ,....... + 8.8 - 3,0 -« 1.5 + 0,6
Tobacco and Confectionery . + 2.8 + 7.8 + 5.8 + 4.6 +16.6
Maritimes and Quebec ..... - 2,9 + 5,2 +14,7 NS
ONtArio veesesveccccncncss + 2.5 + 2.7 + 6,3 % 2198
Western Provinces scescees 652 +14,9 - 4.7 + 7.9
Wholesale Trade =
Maritimes ..ccecee. 5000000 Lol T - 8.1 - 0.5 - 0.5
QUEDEC sunvevenscseccsnsnos £ (0149 - 4,0 + 0.8 - 3.5
Ontario ceecesesve 000000000 + 8.0 + 2.4 + 5.9 + 3,9
REBIEIES seeveasrassansons +14 .8 +13,.9 + 2,0 +10,1
British Columbia ..cvicces + C.9 - 5.9 ® 2.7 - 2.5
CANADA ..cvcococevsasvns + 7,0 + 1.7 + 2.4 + 2,7 +10,4

{1) Revised.
(2) Preliminary,
(x) Unchanged.
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MONTHLY INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLKSALE SALES IN CANADA

(Average, 1935 - 1939 = 100) 1010720523
) - WHOLESALE TRADE AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT
Year and Month e I g British ‘ Maritimes s Wes tern
CANADA Maritimes Quebec Onterio Prairies Gl Mk CANADA & Quebec Ontaric Bedariine
Apri , WEB-Ts . 6 238.5 245.8 ) 245,5 oL i 259,.0 344 .4 TS 291,0 406,1
Annily WEEE o s 269.0 291.0 267 275:5:0 262 ,0 305, 9 360.9 408156 308,8 396 ,8
April; SlS48 ey o 286.4 2B isd. 2815 298,1 247 .2 344 .4 36116 G253 a5 G TAp
March, 1949 283 .4 275,0 268,C 288,4 276 ,0 38558 339.0 300,9 352.0 353.2
AP, (988 ..o 290,% 273,6 2a0r 2 208w 281.5 324,.1 385.8 365950 383.4 430,2
DRUGS CLOTHING  FOOTWEAR DRY GOCDS =) ,
Year and Month - Maritimes Western . Maritimes Nestern
CALIADA Gua ol Bns, Priiness CANADA CANADA CANADA % Guabec Ontario oyt JOH
April, 1848 ..... 28548 248 . 9 285 .7 2AES B IE 193.4 1992 166,.8 oL e
Appily NSEF s se 248,8 240,56 266 .4 270.3 294,2 288 6 291358 254 .0 2359, 2
April, 1948 . 288.9 A 4 s 308.5 2al16 AEEENS 259.2 266,4 Vi PF 218,9
March, 1%48 ..... 277 259 .6 305:5 274 .8 fo L ) 269.2 2682 3@ -3 265.6
April , 0949 . .... ShGid 3509.1 322 277,.8 S50 2677 254 .1 B57.6 234.0
== Bl E e o =T e
GROCERIES FRUITS AND VEGETAPLES
Ysar and lionth f - =3 3 I British Maritin Wester:r
CALADA HMaritimes Queoac Ontarioc Prairies e ey CAHADA éaéiebezs hitaria pl gL .o
April, 1946 ,.... 1.1 220,9 170.4 193 .4 1R € 280, 6 2R8.86 i 1 R4 324 ,7 KA
Al SO o )t e 279,.4 188.3 TR oS @ 259,.4 2857 4 2. 8 284 .2 269 .4
April UGS .yt 26805 202 .5 229,0 266 .0 218,.1 321 .4 23] .6 254 ,1 286 .0 2 756
March, 1949 ..... 241..9 287.6 185.4 245 ,b 2205 01 Ta 4 2565,2 adil.g 1l 278 .2 231.2
‘x}p_r_i_l_u 1948 ., _-,.;_,._---2;'36 .3 255_,f> _]_._8.8:..,..'__“?_23-3"”-'2.2_9_ 2 $15.3 2GS 5l 258.7 356 .6 262.,1
—_—t= ——— e e i e — e e —
HARDWARE TOBACCO AND CONFECT ICNERY
Year and llonth ‘ . . Western Maritines . viestern
¥ i 1 - +
CANADA Haritimes Quebec Ontario oy e CANADA & fitiane Ontaric -
April, 1946 «... 279.C 2Tl 258 5 coe 289.56 294 .6 e bl 280.1 2 Q
April, 1947 , = 348.5 341.0 301.9 35388 378 .4 308.4 347.0 292 .4 2728
April, 1948 ..... Aol 406.1 SE6 i BBk © 3TT .6 346 .3 405.8 3%8.6 289,.8
March, 1949 .., 874.8 320,8 340.0 398,9 371.7 352,9 375,9 327.2 349.6
April, 1948 ;.44 370,1 G ) 336 .6 411,9 366.3 T8 58 A3, 347.7 23380




