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Dollar Sales Increased 11% Over May, 1948

The dollar volume of wholegale salee in May, 1949 advanced 11%
above the volume for May, 1948 and 4% above April, 1949 according to
statements submitted by 382 wholesalers representing nine lines of trade.
The cumulative sales volume for the first five months of 1949 was 5% in
excees of that for the corresponding period of 1943, The general unad-
justed index (on the base, average for 1935 - 1939 = 100) stood at 303.3
for May, 1949, 274.2 for May, 19%8, and 291.7 for April, 1949,

All regions registered increased sales 1in May, 1949 compared
with May a year ago, with the Prairie Provinces continuing to show the
greatest gain at 17%. Ontsrio sales volume was up 12% while wholesslers
in Britlsh Columbia repotted an increase in dollar volume of &%. Smaller
gains of 3% and 5% were recorded for the Marltime Provinces and Quebec

C-

respectively.
PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
MAY 1949
KIND OF COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS MONTH COMPARED WITH SAME MONTH AYEAR AGO
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Footwear wholesalers continued to lead the individual trades
with an increase in dollar volume of sales over May, 1948 of 30%, follow=
ed closely by fruit and vegetable dealers with a gain of 28%. Sales of
drug wholesalers were 15% above the May, 1948 dollar volume while gains
in the tobacco and confectionery, automotive equipment, hardware, cloth-
ing, and groceries trades ranged downward from 11% to 8%.

Dry goods wholesalers again registered a lower sales volume
than in the corresponding month a year ago but the 4% decrease reported
for May was somewhat lower than the 6% drop recorded for the year to
date.

Inventories

-

Wholesalers' inventories in the nine lines of trade surveyed
were 11% higher in dollar value at the end of May, 1949 than at the cor-
responding date a year ago,

Tobacco and confectionery and hardware wholesalers continued
to record the greatest increases in value of stocks on hand compared
with last year with gains of 18% and 16%. Footwear wholesalers' stocks
were down 18% in dollar value from May 31, 1948 but all other trades
surveyed registered increases as followss groceries, 11%; dry goods, 9%;
clothing, 9%; automotive equipment, 7%; fruits and vegetables, 3%; and
drugs, 2%

Stocks=-Sales Ratio in the Grocery Trade

Stocks=-sales ratios for the wholesale grocery trade which have
been published in the bulletin “Current Trends in Food Distribution"
(discontinued) will henceforth be given in this report.

Stocks held by wholesale grocers at the beginning of May are
normally 26% in excess of sales in that month (based on the average for
the years 1934 - 1942). Stocks on hand at the beginning of May this year
were valued 6% higher than the sales for that month whereas at the same
date last year the stocks on hand were 11% in excess of the May sales.

Year's subscription, $1.00
Single copies, +10



Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade

) ) =ALS INVENTORY
April,  May, s iy el
1949 1949 1949 Maz,1949 Maz, 1949
=) April, Jan.-to= May, 1948
Syl May, 1949 May,1948
1948 1948 ¥
Automotive Bquipment ...... + 7.4 +10,4 + 6.6 + 6.0 + 7.3
Maritimes and Quebec ..... -14,7 =16,9 el -12.4
Ontario ©v 00008600000 GOOG0E + 209 *1609 = 107 + 603
Western Provinces ccccosco +22,.3 +17.3 SR Gk P 5
TR 2 cloistt o olo it Bro ol e sy 3T ot +15.3 + 0,9 +10,5 NS
Maritimes, Que, & Ont, ... +10.4 +16.5 + 1.0 FiEI 42
Western Provinces .c.c.ec0 G +12,0 + 1,6 + 8,8
ECURTNE - -cloececoossnceane FL0B + 9.4 ~12 .6 = 5.6 + 8,5
Quebec e e0Ce 08002 CPC00C ’2001 +605
Ont, and Western Frovinces + 4.0 *182.0,5
ﬁotwear $ 00000000060 D00DED0 "'2133 *30.4 -TQ.B ¥ 5.3 -1796
Maritimes and Quebec ... +23.7 +32.0
Ont. and lestern Provinces +19.4 +29,.0
Y GOOGE < .cvveoectonsascnce = 12:d - 5.6 - 5.2 - 6.3 * 9.3
Maritimes and Quebec ..... - 4.3 - T.5 ~-11.4 - 8,5
ORIGEA0 ™ o L o o Mo oid s slelo » 0 - 85,7 - 0.8 + 1.2 - 4,6
Western Provinces ....cecoe + 6,9 - 0,3 + 0,2 - 3.7
Fruits and Vegetables ..... *18.1 +27,9 +12.9 +15.9 + 2.7
Maritimes and Quebec cesce SR +32.3 +16,9 s 4| 1S
BB iN ....oq00gd000dsone *«24 .7 +22 .7 =11,5 +15,.2
Western Provinces cecosceo +21 .2 +31.3 g +19,8
GrOCOri€s cesoccccceccoceccs = 6a7  * 7.6 + 8,7 + 2.3 +11,2
Maritimes @0000C0E00C00CCeC e -1201 . - 206 *1492 ™~ 096
EG2ePBO) <o cashoscadaaoisleseo ~18,1 + 1,3 +13.7 - 8,1
Ontario ®®00085C0C0CROODO0 -11.1 + 7e8 *1791 * 2»5
BRSSO 8] oie biojers v oisLafl araslol a'a + 522 + 9,0 + 5.8 * 7,3
British Columbif cecoscaca = 1.9 +15,C - 2,0 548
Hnr‘dwal'e secesece0000CC000 e . 108 +* 905 * Sos + 497 *1605
Ma!‘itimes $400co000000A0E 0D - 78 "’408 "1-4 W 2T
Quelbet ..sesnsocvecsoseaso = 545 + 2,0 - 1,9 +108
Ontario €+ 000080006000 ere0 0 + 632 ¢1600 + 5ol ’1003
Western Provinces c..coces + 4,3 10,2 +* 8,7 + 4,3
Tobacco and Confectionery . * 8.0 #11,0 + 9.3 + 6.1 #18.0
Maritimes and Quebec ©0000 * 5a6 *1007 =10,8 v 307
Untardid coceeesoocesnssonso. + 2,9 + 7.4 w2l 0 + 329
Western Provinces ...ococs +14,7 +15.0 +11.6 + 9.3
Wholesale Trade = -
Maritims PP E686900C06D0000CSE "702 * 208 +1304 ‘005
Quebec svsee0esscecoecsoenco - 4,7 *500 '103 '1«9
Ontario eeevcodco0BsANGAER +* 205 "'1203 "'1104 * 5.8
Prair‘ies nosscsseaccssoess "'151:6 *1695 * 499 *1109
BritiSh Columbia eaeaespcce o - 5.8 + 707 + 7o4 - 0.4
CANADA ..vsvcececnscacsess * 2 +10.6 + 4,0 + 4.5 +10.9

(1) Revised.

(2) Preliminary.

Notes Figures for Newfoundland are not available,
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MONTHLY INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA 0720524
{average, 1935 = 1939 = 1C0)
WHCLESALE TRADE AUTCHCTIVE EQUIFMENT
Year and Month T . British . Maritimes lestern
CANADA Maritimes f?f?fﬁi‘ Ontario Frairies . . .. =~ CANADA Quebec Ontario o =t ces
May, 1946 ....- 259.8 287 .6 225.56 2ss 250.2 286.7 3561 453 .8 265.1 413,89
¥ey, 1942 ..wq0 280,1 297 .4 262 .9 29852 RO P S 1, O 364 .3 457.2 304.1 3720
May . 1948 ob 274 .2 304.8 261 ,6 301,585 259.2 323 .4 Siails. 6 540.4 320,8 392.3
April, 1949 oo 291.7 276.3 267.8 303,98 287,.8 324 .4 395,53 35,7 381,3 432.C
May, 1949 5a00 3063 3L3,..3 264 .2 386 SER. 0 348,.3 421 .3 4491 IS A0 460.2
el L P T L —  ——
DRUGS CLOTHING FOQ TNEAR DRY GGODS
Year and Month Maritimes Western ) Maritimes Wes tern
CANADA QU.BO&J ontg Provinaggc CANADA CANADA CAUADA & Quebec Ontario Prcvinces
Mey, 1546 . = 253,56 25250 256,11 19956 282 .8 199.4 18957 216.0 192.9
VRV s L BT woemns 266 .7 2€6 .4 265.8 247 ,3 265,0 270.8 264 .3 2.8 5 2971
May: 2048 .5 a0 276 .6 28755 298.8 223, 8 216.4 248,9 244 .2 262.2 236.8
April, 1949 .5, 306 .1 308 .6 K 280,1 350.4 263.C 254 .9 25 @ 234 .0
May, 1849 ..... 318,9 311 .6 334 .7 244 .8 280,9 2%9.9 225,9 260.1 236,11
p——— = —— = — I =T & ==t
GROCERIES FRUITS AND VEGETARIES
Year and Month ‘British Maritimses Western
CANADA Maritimes Quebec Untario Prairies (ojumbia CANADA & Quebec Ontario -
May, 1946 ..... 218.1 286,9 196,8 227.5 202,2 236,7 337.1 8C7.1 342,7 $32.9
May, 1947 5000 228.6 266 .1 216.3 244,1 203.4 2469 32823 324 .6 329.0 312.9
May, 1988 .ucoo 237,56 286 .1 208.0 243.1 22259 268.6 242.9 229.2 254 ,0 227.8
April, 1949.... 269 ;i 257°,1 186 53 223.9 280 % SNSES 2089 259,.3 352.2 265.3
May, 1999 ..:.. 255.6 295.56 20057 26321 243,0 308,.9 SACNT 303.2 3dslan 289.1)
e m
HARDWARE TOBACCO AND CCNECTIONERY
Year and Menth o wWestern Maritimes Western
CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Bt o CANADA & ‘Gusbwe Ontarioc Pt cos
May, 1946 ,c-.0 360,11 297.6 243.5 308,.2 337.2 339,1 297.9 361.4 30€ .4
May, 1947 ccose 392 .3 SEIRET 295.6 361 .5 391.2 355,7 334,2 368.3 321.4
May, 1948 ..... 361.1 350%9 MRS 373.4 385.3 370.6 348,2 394,.8 325.3
Aprll 1949 ... 382,8 D e sl S3646 411.9 390.7 376 .4 432,3 350,3 B2

Ma}[, 1949 80000 39504 36858 33002 435.1 424.6 411.4 38505 424.0 374!1




