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WHOLESALE TRADE
AUGUST 1949

Dollar Szles up 7% from 1948

Dollar sales of wholesalers in August, 1949 were 7% above dol-
lar volume in August, 194&, and 11% above sales 1in July, 1949. These
figures are based on etatements submitted by 376 wholegalers repreaent-
1nE nine lines of trade. Cumulative sales for the first elght months of
1949 were 5% in excess of sales during the corresponding period of 1948,
The general unadjusted index (on the base, average for 1935-1939 = 100)

stood at 316.9 for August, 1949, 296.7 for August, 1948, “and 284.9 for
July, 1949,

Gains were recorded for all regions of the country and ranged
from 11% for the Prairie Provinces, through 6% for Britigh Columbia and
Ontario, to 4% and 3% respectively for Quebec and the Maritime Provinces.

PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
AUGUST 1949
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Increases Greater in August than in July

A gensral widening of the margin of increase and smaller decreases
were evident in August compared with July, Seven of the nine trades recorded
increased sales over August 1948 while only two trades showed lower sales in
August this year than last,

Fruit and vegetable wholesalers again reported the largest increase
over a year ago at 23%, Drug, automotive equipment, and hardware wholesalers'
sales increased 14%, 12%, and 11% respectively, while tobacco and confectionery
wholesalers reported sales %% asbove August, 1948, Sales of clothing whole=-
salers and grocery wholesalers were both up 2%,

Footwear wholssalers indicated dollar sales 3% lower in August than in
the same month a year ago, while a drop of 9% fram last year was recorded for
dry goods wholssalers,

Inventories 7% Higher

Stocks in the hands of wholesalers in the nine trades included in
the survey were valued 7% higher at the end of August, 1949 than at the
corresponding dete a year ago and 3% lower than at July 31, 1949, Five of the
nine trades contributed to this increase, Stocks held by wholesalers of
hardware and automotive equipment were 13% and 12% respectively greater in
dollar velue than the inventory valus a year ago, Inventories of tobacco and
confectionery wholesalers were up % while a 7% increase was registered by
dry goods and drug wholesalers,

Fruit and vegetable dealers and grocery wholesalers both showed a
decrease of 3% in value of stocks on hand, while footwear wholesalers! in-
ventories were down 2% in value and those of clothing wholesalers were 1%
below the value at August 31, 1948,

Stocks=Sales Ratio in thse Wholesale Grocery Trade

Stocks held by wholesale grocers at the beginning of August are
normal ly 11% in excess of sales for that month (based on the average for the
years 1936-1942), Stocks in the hands of wholesale zrocers at the bezinning
of August this year were valued % lower than the sales for that month,
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Percoutage Changes in Wholesale Trade

=== e =TT I IR

Percentage Change

1es SN I INVENTORY
(1) (2)
July, August, August, dJan, - to - :
1949 1949 1949  August, 1949 Aug, 1949
July, August, July, < ®n, - to = Aug,, 1348
1948 1948 1949 August, 1948
Automotive EQUIpMONt seess- + 1,9 +12 .4 +18,8 + 6,8 +12.2
Maritimes and Quebec..... S + 4,1 +13,9 - 8.2
Ontario oooaoaouooooo;°"' £ 658 +24;2 + 4;7 + 901
Western Provinces ooocs.s + 352 + 7,4 +32,5 410,9
Drugs 8060680700080 30000 ¢ ¢ + 3:3.;' *1404 & 9;8 : + 9'3 + 606
Maritimes, Que,& Ont,.... + 1558 +14,8 +12,6 + 9,9
Western Provinces ccee... + 2,7 +13,5 + 2.8 + 8,1
El_othing ooooo.oooeooooo-oo- -16.1 + 1,7 +79,9 = 5,8 = 0,7
Quebec 260000000030 000 80 e - 4,7 + 3.4
Ont.and Western Provinces =«20.7 A0
?Bafwear .oooooooooo;:ooooo ‘151:8 BT 301 +142;57 ” 0;3 ~ 200
Maritimes and Quebec .eos ~22,6 = 0,5
Ont ,and Western Provinces - 9,9 = 5q2 ‘
Dl‘y Go0ds ce.svscocnscconoco 918;‘2 = 8,7 7::: . > go; + 792
Maritimes and Quebec ..., +20.3 ~1145 +86,3 -10,5
ONtario csoesosesssossoss 14,2 = 6.2 +89.,4 - 5,8
Western Provinces .sccocos =]19,8 = 8,1 44,5 - 7,6
Fruits and Vegetables ..,.., *20.5 +22,7 © 0.4 418« = 265
Yaritimes and Quebec ... +14.9 +15.9 «18.7 1263
Ontario scesoscocossccsen +14.4 +10,7 -16,8 +13.8
Western Provinces seoosoo #29,0 +33,4 +23,1 42509 '
Groceries ooooooooooooo;o.o - 3,8 + 1,6 8 * 2,0 'A2;7‘-
Maritimes8 csccocscasccoccso - 6.8 + 0,6 e 149 - 1,3
Quebec ,scs0000000000000 ¢ = 03 + 3.8 + Bo4 = 4.2
Ontario oooo..aoaaooéoooo % 102 - 1.1 - 056 G 2.9
Prairies 0050806060 06000060 - 7,0 + 003 It 3.4 + 3.9
British Columbia cascaces = 8,9 # 19,9 &1 850 + 5,3
Hardware ,os5s0000500020000 % 4,4 F1ARSE, H=Nnl + g»l +12 40
Maritimes cescocscosoccccoe + 0,3 + 9.7 + Te6 b 2;9
QUEDOC sovsessssecssssnns + 3.5 + 9,2 +10,2 + 2,1
OntArio escesssccosascaeo + 0.4 +15,8 + 3,6 +10,0
Western Provinces ssccoccs S35 +10,4 + 3.4 *+ 6,5
Tobacco and Confectionery.. = 1.7 P B + 0,3 + 5,1 + Bo8
Maritimes and Quebec ..., - 3,8 +11,2 s | + 4,0
EEAEET 10 Siais: 2hahegn,sscss ans) s’ Eolors - 1,0 + To7 *5;9 +4;2
Western Provinces .cosese = 1g8 + 8,6 st Y + 6.5
Wholesale Trade - ' :
Mal'iti!ﬂes Seeeens00800080 "605 +216 "'408 "002
QuUBbeC ceseessscosssoonnns - 0,2 + 4,4 +13,6 - 046
Ontario scescsccsossscoos + 1.4 + 5,6 + Tod + 5,5
Prairies .sceeeccsscscoone + 3.8 +11,3 +14,4 +10,6
British Columbia ..c0c00e = 3,6 + 5,8 + 8,0 +1,3
CAMDA e 4083000006000 + 095 + 608 *11‘2 '.. 4.6 * 6.6

(1) Revised
Note:

(2) Preliminary
Pigures for Newfoundland are not available,



! t.::i_irivtgwjym[j“ ;-;~ 5
g -
MONTHLY INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA "1"6; 6'72" it bl
(Average, 1025-1939-100) 0527
—_ee e r — — — - —— e e o
WHOLESALE TRADE AUTONOT IVE EQU IPMENT
Year ard Month - - = British Maritires . Western
CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies Golaidc CANADA o Rleass Onterio PlatSncns,
August, 1946 ,, PEeaail 265,0 224,7 257,6 28557 283.8 334,2 36849 288,48 363 T
August, 1947 ., 272 .2 Ol 236,6 2664 287,7 30648 379,0 450,4 3821 382.7
August, 1948 ,, 296;,7 304,8 249,4 292.5 ST 346,1 376,0 386, 9 320 &5 408,0
July, 1949 ... 284,9 298,5 229,2 2B, 304,3 39,0 355,8 361,7 381,33 B0
August, 1949 .. 316,9 312.7__ 260.4 308,89 348,0 36642 422 .6 412,11 399,3 438,2
= DRUGS - CLOTHING FOOTWEAR DRY GOODS
Year and Month Maritimes Nestern CANAD CANADA CA Marilimes Onta 1 Western
. Que, & Ont, Provinces o s NADA & Quebec = Provinces
August, 1946 ,, 250.9 243,9 2684,6 266,2 32846 21557 186,41 234,3 242 ,2
August, 1947 ,, 241 ,° 229,0 NaS). 262,7 334,8 2875 T 198,0 W62 256,2
August, 1948 ,, 27956 268,6 209,0 264,5 363 .6 284,5 243,7 325.4 30043
Jully= 849" 1, = 291 .4 274,0 341 .0 149,.5 145,3 14C .4 191518 LS 26 191,0
August, 1949 ., 319,9 308,.4 LS80 7 269,0 352 .3 215987 2RSRT BSOS 2760
. GROCER IES FRUITS AND VEGETABRLES
fear and Month CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies British  canapa Ma;-ltnnes Ontario Western
: : : Columbia & Quebec Provinces
August, 1946 ,, 224,9 255,9 202,8 234,1 2T 2322 327.2 23442 278.8 432,9
Avgust, 1547 ,, 245,6 r RS 207D 246,0 241,9 2l T 304,0 2 A J6 278,2 3792
August, 1948 ,, 285,4 313,9 227.4 290.€ 281,3 33247 249,0 167 &8 230,21 3189
duly, 1949 ,e.4 276,8 310,0 217,8 289.1 272,9 309,7 304,4 2393 306.1 345,7
August, 1949 ,, 22040 315,8 23640 287,83 282,.1 36546 306,5 194,5 254,7 425,4
T SR HARDWARE TOBACCO AND CONFECT IONERY
CANADA Maritimes Quebeo Ontario ResSarn Clhabgs orowmw ol . 2 aapeon
d Provinces & Qusbec Provinces
Angust , 1946, , 29,5 268,56 265,0 234,9 32748 307.8 27 %58 322,7 297,,5
Auét‘sbvo LTSS 297:8 281:4 296:'8 245,9 313.,4 309,0 308,6 21,4 2i8%heT
August, 1948 .- 539;5 313,5 31 9,1 293, 9 36243 348,2 336 .4 35545 33640
July, 1949 ... 352,0 319,7 316,3 . 328,8 386,7 37755 362 ,8 351.,6 Sk 8
Auguét, 15495 on 37708 3485,.9 34845 340,93 40040 37845 374,1 382,9 364._2




