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Small Gain in September Over A Year Ago

Wholesalers' sales in September, 1949 were 2% higher in dollar
volume than in September a year ago and 5% in excess of the August, 1949
volume according to statements submitted by 371 wholesaslers representlng
nine lines of trade. Cumulative sales for the nlne months of 1943 were
4% above the doller sales in the corresponding perlod of 194%. The unad-
Justed Index (on the bese, average for 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 333.2
fgﬁ98eptember, 1949, 327.0 for September, 1948, and 318.1 for August,
1 2

The Preirle Provinces, with an increase of 5%, showed the larg-
est percentage galn over 1948, Sales of wholegalers in Ontario were up
3% and in the Maritime Provinces, 1%. Decreases of 1% and 3% were regie-
tered for Quebec and British Columbia respectively.

PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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Only 2 Trades Show Significant Gains

Drug wholesalers, with an increase of 10% in sales, and
hardware wholesalers, with an increase of 8%, wore the only two trades
to rogister any mwarked improvement in dollar volume of business over
September, 1948, Sales of automotive equipment wholesalers registered
the smallest gain over 1948 of any month this yoar at 1%,

Tobacco and confectionery wholesalers' sales were up 3% from
September a year ago and grocery wholesalers reported & gain of 1%, The
other food trade included in the survey, fruits and vegetables, regis-
tered & decrease of 3% in dollar volume of sales in September this year
compared with last, This is the first month in 1949 that fruit and
vegetable dealers' sales have dropped below the corresponding-month
sales for 1948,

Footwear sales were unchanged from the September, 1948,1evel.
while decreases were recorded in the dry goods and clothing trades,
Sales of dry goods wholesalers were down 3% from September, 1948, while
a decrease of 4% was reported by clothing wholesalers,

Stocks Valued 67 above September, 1948

Wholesalers' inventories at the end of September, 1949, were
valued 6% higher than stocks on hand at the end of the same month in
1948, and were virtually unchanged in value from August 61, 1949,

Only three of the nine trades recorded inventories lower in
dollar value than at September 30,1946, Fruit and vegetable dealers
reported & decrease of 11% in value of stocks on hand, clothing whole-
salers' stocks were down 9%, while stocks of grocery wholesalers were
valued 4% lower than at the corresponding date last year,

Increases ranging from 4% to 13% were experienced in the
remaining six trades, with hardware and automotive equipment whole-
salors' stoocks showin: the =reatest improvesent at 11% and 13%
respectively over September 30, 1048.

Stocks-Sales Ratio in the Grocery Trade

Stocks held by wholesal ers at the beginning of September are
normally 10% in excess of sales for that month (based on the average for
1936-1942), Stocks at the beginning of September this year were valued
14% lower than sales for that month,
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Percentage Changes in Wholesale Trade

Percentage Change

SALES
Y ] 2) INVERTORY
August, September, September, Jan,-to~
19489 1949 1249 Sept,,1949 Sept,, 1948
August, September, August, Jan,=to= Sept,, 1948
1948 194¢ 1949 Sept.,1948
Automotive Equipment,.....- 42,3 L) ELGS 1 +. G0 + 13,3
Maritimes and Quebec,..e. + 4,1 ~ B,.8B A - 8,3
OUERIr 0P 1« 2.3l o516 ke ELoTS) 816] ¢ +23.2 + 4,0 +2500 h 803
Western Provinces ..,ecee + 7.4 n PCAL +16,4 + 9,6
Drugs ecessv0ssessersseR0OS +14;3 + 909 + 102 & 904 F 6l8
Maritimes, Que, and Ont,. +14,7 + 1942 + 7.6 + 9,8
Western Provinces .o.cess +15,5 +11,9 =12,8 + B.5
ERBRIING 2 comossrpsosaosse | ¥ioeH - 4.1 +10.7 - 5.5 - 8,5
RIODOC, oo cosneosnsssscoss + 3.4 + 5,8
Ont.and Western Provinces < A - 9,4
WOOEWORY .cesseeresscassces o 3¢1 (xj +16,8 - 0,3 + 3.8
Maritimes and Quebec ,... - 0,5 - 9,7
Ont.and Western Provinces - 5,2 MEG!
Dl‘y Goods G6ev s sescvsnabors e = 80\5 - 30? +2504 y 705 * 7.1
Maritimes and Quebec ,... ~10.5 - 6,7 +44 .4 - 9,8
Ontlrio 4000090008060 08CS & 509 g 108 +1003 o 4.7
erstem PrOVinceS a9 80000 — 801 = 3.8 +18.0 = 7.0
"Fruits and Vegotables ,..., *22,2 = 3.3 -13,5% +15.4 -10,8
Maritimes and Quebec ,.,.. +15,9 =13,3 -24,6 = 1(0) 5
Onta.rio aesessesonssssoos +].an — 4.7 = 9,7 +11.7
Western Provinces ,..eecse $85.0 +0) -£,6 +21.4
Groceries c.ceescocssscscne |+ 2.6 % 1.3 + 2.4 + 2.0 - 3,8
Maritimes B6s0cesecstoscoe + 1.5 + 2,4 - 1.8 - 0,8
QUObQC 6scc0ssssseseneune® + 497 (x) +10,1 - 305
Ontario ceesceesascsannessece + Oos + 206 & 3¢2 + 300
IBGASITASIS] oieiare.orsreiog srorsiosoisis + 0,3 <0111 + 155 1 + 3.4
British Columbif ..ecs000 ) ) + 0,6 = 3,7 + 4,8
HESSAWOIES o5 o000 0018 sinieslenie +11,3 ie O + S + G.T "’11.3
Maritimes evo0cetons0P00OE & 907 - 297 +1901 -+ 2-1
Quebec s cevecerssernsocDe + 902 + 805 +2300 + 209
BOERTIO o os e o omyeoreers ololo & +15,8 +' 556 +3] .3 + 985
Western Provinces ....soe +10,.4 + 9.4 + 1,0 + 6,9
“Tobacco and Confectionery,. + 9.5 9] + 1.4 + 5,0 T 9.1
Maritimes and Quebec ,... +10.7 + 4,1 +11.2 t' 4,0
Ontario OO0 O HSEOESOEPONNQDODS + 8.2 + 3.6 - 3.8 + 402
Western Provinces ..eecee +10.,4 + 2,1 + 0,7 + 642
Wholesals Trade =~
Faritimes ..ccoeeecccsnns P | ¥ 102 + 5,2 (X)
Quﬁbﬁc esscsssetessarenen +4o7 ‘048 *1605 “0.6
Onta.rio GeB OB UG OERENN0ROD + 603 + 3.0 + 6.3 + 5.3
GO TOIR e s o3 o [s10/e Shakel o ololals +]5l 54 + 4,6 + 3,0 + 9,6
__British Columbia ....ee00 + 6,6 ~ 2.5 - To3 +1,0
CRNBIVAT o1 aigaelelatatsrsralslelslole n N 7AC +1,9 + 4,7 + 4,3 + 5,8

(1) Revised
Note:

(2) Preliminary
Figures for Newfoundlend are not available

(x) Unchanged.
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VONTHLY INDEX NUMBERS OF WHOLESALE SALES IN CANADA mm"w Wm MMW
(Average, 1535 -~ 1939 = 100) 1010720528
il ATOLESALE TRADE : AUTOWOT IVE BqU IPNENT =
Tonr- amclhnith.  FENEDA Jhritines QPEbAS  GHtEric PMiicles W ILLSH CANADA |JBritimes o . "5~ Western
Columbia & Quebec Provinces
September, 1946 .... 257.2 270.7 241.9 253,5 268,.3 266,8 387.6 371,8 358, 4 404,5
September, 1947 ,... 301,7 316.4 292.5. 296.5 301,.8 330,6 481,8 491,.9 460, 9 475,7
September, 1948 ..., $27.0 326.5 306.8 320,9 342,8 $50,8 497.2 486 ,5 476,1 499,0
August, 1949 ....... 318.1 4,2 geizd 0ge 348,3 368, 9 422,2 412.1 296,1 438,2
September, 1949 ..., 333.2 330,4 304,3  330,5 35646 34250  602.7 443,7 495,1 510,0
m =  ORuss . CLOTHING _ FOOFWEAR ~ DRY_GOODS e
Year and Month CANADA }ihrlbir.ms West_:ern CANADA CANADA CANADA hfu;-itimes GRE b Western
e o e ___Que & Ont, Provinces e & i & Quebse Provinces
September, 1946 .... 258.4 26705 235,85 243,4 337,86 232 .2 2231 239,9 231,3
September, 1947 cooe 275.9 28542 246,7 28z 4% 37601 30246 297.4 313,56 288,7
September, 1948 .,., 294.4 303,5 272,3 311.,9 411,.4 338.0 337,5 231,7 338,56
August, 1949 ..c.... 319.6 308.1 350,7 270.3 352.3 260, 9 218.1 306,2 276.0
September, 1549 ..., $23.5 3314  305.8 299,1 411,4 327.2 _ £14.9 G 325,7
L P~ — o — R S D N T T e e et 2 Pt e e——m—r— —
. S =, ; i GROCERIES _ v FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
ear and Mon —_ e ritish T ritimes aster
! i |
CANADA Maritimes Quebec Ontario Prairies O b CANADA % b an Ontario Phauitad..
September, 1948 .... 223.4 247,55  212,7 226,1  205,9 257.4 275.0 208,85 2 297,90 $72.4
September, 1947 ..., 275.2 301,0 265.,4 265,2 260,5 332.8 27846 209,8 259,.8 356.4
September, 1948 ..., 296,1 30545 262.,2 29,6 296,2 354,2 Ve i 169.1 229,8 386,3
August, 1949 ,...... 292,8 318.6 238.,1 292,90 2881 37C,0 304,3 194,56 253,1 424,.1
September, 1949 ..., 299.9 dhows.  ZEB.4 _ S0r,2 - 286ls . - S8ge3 263,7 146,65 228,5 387.5
el | o T A TOBACCO AND CONFECT IONERY
Year and Month CANA > . ) | = Westem Meritimes ' Western
MANA Maritimes Quebec :&I“.LU B piet s o CANADA & Queboc Ont{r:.o Prasciiisal
September, 1946 ,... 280.9 294,8 279.8 277,9 291.9 £92,.8 288,7 294,56 278.5
September, 1947 .... 339,6 37.2 346 .4 347,7 342,1 &7 341,8 S16.9 305,0
September, 1948 ,,,., 383,1 420,9 395,2 422,.2 369.1 375,0 397,.,9 387,.1 365.7
August, 1945 ...e00e 377,9 343,9 348,5  340,3 40040 81,3 372 .4 584.7 37049

September, 1949 ..., 412,2 409,5 428,8  446,9 403,8 286.6 414,2 37040 373.4
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