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»seq(c_t-; C“-_ {\ ; e results shown in this report are based on returns from
400 wholesalers distrituted over nine trades. They reflect trends
in dollar volumes of business and are not adjusted for changes in

wholesale prices.

The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on
the base of 1935-1939=100) stood at 388.,8 for October 1954 com-
pared vith 399.4 for October a year ago and 40l.8 for September

1954«
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Sales Trends by Trades

The October sales of wholesalsrs in the nine trades
covered by this report were 2.1% below the sales of the same month last year,
and 3.2% below the previous monthe. The decreases wers most evident in the
clothing and dry goods lines where sales were 17.3% and 11.0% below the level
of a ysar ago. Hardwere wholesalers also showed a considerable decrease,
10.4% below sales of October 1953« Fruit and vegetable wholesalers reported
the greatest gain (+8.4%) of the three trades registering increased sales this
month.

dioventories Sl

A slight decline in the dollar value of inventory
holdings at the end of October 1954 compared with 1953 was reported. The
decreased inventories of the clothing amd dry goods trades contributed largely
to the 1.1% drop of the nine trade total. Footwear wholesalers reported a
reduction of 30.8% in inventories at the end of October this year than at the
same date of 1953. Clothing and dry goods were 10.7% and 8.0% lower respect-
ively. Inventories of fruit and vegetable wholesalers were 8.6% above the level
of October 31, 1953 while three other trades showed nominal gains. Inventories
at the end of October were 0.7% above those on hand at September 30.

Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers' Inventories

Month and Year Monthly Indexes of Wholesals Inventories
(Average for 1935-1939=100)

Dry Goods Grocery

Wholesalers Wholegalers
October 1954 235.4 270.8
September 1954 20542 280.7

October 1953 25549 260 9
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Monthly Indexes of Sales F{’gﬁeen&aggnglh:?gf
(Average 1935-39 = 100) same month last year)
Trade and Reglion - - —_— - ——— —
October(l’) ptember m) October Sales r[nventory
1954 4 = LG5S .
% | %
|
|
Wholesale Trade!, Canada ..........  388,8 401.8 | 39944 - 21 = 1.l
| | |
Auto Parts and Equipment ........ | 67247 T27.7 | 6639 | 4+ ld = 0.l
Maritimes and Quebec .............. 53845 5725 565.7 | =  LeB |
OnLArio oo e e e 718.1 829.6 71.0 + 1.0
Western Provinces..........comuunes 702.2 68640 664e3 | + 5.7
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontarlo 4048 41062 409.7 - le2
Western Provinces ........c..coo...... 407 | 4017 4754 = 34 |
CIOBADG .o | 3Nhoa2 303.0 379.9 1 - 17.3 = 10.7
FOOMWERE .....coooeeenieiceieoens e 391.8 4457 4301 - 8.9 |- 30.8
Dry Goods .........ccocovvemeiniiiiiiiinn 25841 2%04 29040 - 11.0 - 8.0
Maritimes and Quebec ............ 229.8 28043 262.6 - 12.5
ONLALIO  weeeeeetreeeancensceeesncnesnessesenan 298 .6 33446 3073 - 2.8
Western Provinces ................. 26442 292.8 315.6 - 16.3
Fruits and Vegetables.................... 32445 299,2 297.9 ¢ B4 |+ 8.6
Maritimes and Quebec ................ 188.6 199.6 | 173.3 + 8.8
(071775 1 JOUUIOO 2707 283.8 | 257.3 ¢ 52
Western Provinces ... 501.0 L08,2 . 45242 + 10.82
GROCETIOS ........ocecverrreerrscorecenenarenns e 345.8 3521 | 34242 ¢ 1 | % 3.8
MArILIMES oovevevoveeeceeneciens 345.8 3/8.2 350.0 R
Grisbee) |"Smuuss .. . . 269,7 259.,5 | 251 .6 + T2
Ontario .. - 33101 333 3 : 340.3 = 247
o T XL O 340.8 360.2 34345 - 0.8
British Columbia ........cc.ccvevnirneca. = 533,.,8 | 55405 4947 ¢ 79
HArdWRE® ..o eeesseeeennn 4695 5170 | 523.4 = 104 | = 1.2
MAFILIMES oo e 538,6 530.3 535,9 + 05
Quebec ............................................. wo.s 555.5 5“.8 - n.s
(07117 2 (s YOO 502,9 5675 54245 - 7.3
Western Provinces ... L3461 466e2 ‘ 499,.5 - 131
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... 422.9 | 4203 Libe3 - 5,2 ¢ 0.5
Maritimes and Quebec ............ 437.2 L01.6 | 450.3 - 29 |
(0711712 (o YOO L85 438 | 446e2 - 642 |
Western Provinces ....oveecee, 4077 1 4121 \ 4393 - T2 i

1. Composite of Nine Trades
Note: Figures for Newfoundland are nat included.
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