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WHOLESALE TRADE
FEBRUARY 1954

The results shown in this report are based on returns from
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in
wholesale prices.

The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on
the bese of 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 312.4 for February 1954 com-

pared with 304.5 for February a year ago and 294.1 for Jamary
1954
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Eomonp Crourizr, C.M.G.. O.A., D.S.P.. Queen's Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa, 1954.



Sales Trends Trade

Wholesalers, in the nine trades covered in this survey, reported a 2%
increase in sales in February 1954 compared with I'ebruary last year. Grocery
wholesalers registered an increase of 10% in sales; tobacco and confectionery
sales were %% higher while those ior iootwear rose 3%. Wholesalers of auto
parts end cquipment, clothing and drugs all reported sales 1% higher than in
February 1953. Decreased sales of 15% were recorded by wholesalers of dry goods
while sales of hardware and fruits and vegetables declined 7% and 2% respectively.

Inventories

The value of stocks held by wholesalers at the cnd of l'ebruary 1954 showed
a 3% increasc over the same period a year ago. OSubstantial inecreases in inven-
tories of 41% and 26% were reportea by wholesalers of footwear and tobacco
respectively. Increases ranging from 9% to less than 1% were recorded for
groceries, clothing, auto parts and cquipment and drugse. Stocks of dry goods
drovped 5%, hardware 2% and fruits and vegetables 1%.

Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers! inventories

Month and Year Monthly Indexes of Wholesale Inventories
(Average for 1935-1939=100)

Dry Goods Grocery

Wholesalers Wholesalers
February 1954 2422 265.2
January 1954 219.6 25044




Wholesale Trade in Canada

February 1954
Monthly Indexes of Sales ‘fg{ﬁ,‘i“nﬁ“,iﬁnﬁhg‘se‘,e
(Average 1935-39 = 100) same month last year)
Trade and Region T (P)J’ R) -
ebruary anuary( cbruary
105, 1954 1053 Sales Inventory
% | %
{
Wholesale Trade!, Canada : 312.4 20461 3CLe5 + 2.4 + 3.0
| |
| \ ‘.
Auto Parts and Equipment ........  563.0 53944 55648 -+ lek + 6.8
Maritimes and Quebec ..........|  40led 362 .8 46l | (2)
OBLAFIO .ooovrverrrnsrreremresrrssnens | 007 60 61642 55849 | + 846
Western Provinces.............o...... & 57046 5478 62463 | = N6
DIUgS ..c........ 34540 35043 34667 | 4+ 049 + 0.1
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario L 331.9 34740 3260 ! + 1.8
Western Provinces ................. 406,.1 AGl..5 5.7 | = 2.3
Clothing ........cccooovviviiiiriceeiienininnes » 21;.602 f(':lo!q. 21,3 5 S 1.1 + 8 .3
FOOUWERE .. covoeooeeeeeveeeeieeeee e 3515 14662 34069 + 3.1 | + Al.3
Dry GOOdS ......coooonvvrcernensirrne | 21340 15546 249 =15 | = 542
Maritimes and Qxebec e 171.1 11%.0 221.0 - 22,6 |
(0 1114: 9 1o YOO PR 241.3 182 08 2?4.9 - 15.3
Western Provinces ............. 250.7 165.4 260.3 - 3.7
Fruits and Vegetables..................... 25044, 20047 25Le1 | = 1.7 - 0,8
Maritimes and Quebec ................ 22549 16/.48 23¢9 | = Teh
(07:17:7 2 Uo RPN USRIt 237 06 21;.1 02 23?03 o 007
Western Provinces ..o 2847 229.0 27644, + 3.0
GTOCETI®S ..o 296.6 295.3 27046 + 9.7 | + 87
Maritimes ..... 29540 278 .8 2721 + 844
QUEDEC et 208 &2 16243 19,1 + 10.1
Ontario cesrssssastnssresvenienaren 281 .4 299 -8 255 u6 +* lC 01
Prairies ..o 299,.7 2¢1.5 27342 + 9.7
British Columbia ......ccoooocccrnee.e -1 49046 49740 LB 9 + 9,3 |
pacians | 30547 308.8 334,9 | = 73 | - 1.7
Maritimes 24102 23902 24‘3 06 = 1.0
QUEDEC ..o s 290,0 31/1,02 301.1 = 3,7
Ontario ..ccevccciennenenereenne 363 o6 351 o[q. 388 .1 = 603
Western Provinces ................ 29%.9 20246 33642 = 10.8
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... 34643 329,.,9 31365 + 645 + 2644
Maritimes and Quebec ................ 30945 29445 274 ek + 12.8
(011171 o [o NS USROS TOR 368.5 333.6 34063 + 583
Western Provinces ......o.... 35949 38443 32045 + 12,3

1. Composite of Nine Trades 2+ Unchanged
Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included.
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