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WHOLESALE TRADE
APRIL 1954

The results shown in this report are based on returns fram
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in

wholesale prices.

The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on
the base of 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 356.9 for April 1954 com-

$1.00 a year

pared with 366.6 for April a year ago and 352.3 for March 1954.

INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES
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Eovmonp Croutize, CM.G., O.A., D.S.P., Queen's Printer and Controller of Stationery, Ottawa,. 1954.
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Salep Trends by Iradeg

Wholesale sales were 2% lower in April 1954 than in the same month
a year ago, according tc reports received from wholesalers in the nine trades
covered by this survey. Largest drop from April last year was in the footwear
trade, with a sales decline of 14%. Sales of dry goods, clothing and hardware
declined 12%, 11% and 10% respectively. Wholesalers of auto parts and equipment
reported a sales drop of 3% while sales of tobacco and confectionery were 1%
lower. Sales of fruits and vegetables dropped less than 1%. An increase in
sales of 3% wes reported by the grocery amd drug trades.

Ipventordes

The value of stocks held by wholesalers at the end of April 1954
showed a slight decline of less than 1% from the same period a year ago. Stocks
of dry goods and fruits and vegetables declined 1% while hardware stocks
dropped 3% and footwear and drugs 1%. Inventory values were higher at the end
of April this year in groceries (10%), clothing (9%), auto parts and equipment (7%)
and tobacco and confectionery (1%).

Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers' Inventories

Month and Year Monthly Indexes of Wholesale Inventories
(Average for 1935-1939=100)

Dry Goods Grocery
Wholegalerg Wholegalers
April 1954 213.3 m o7

April 1953 :’10705 26203




Wholesale Trade in Canada

Trade and Region

Monthly Indexes of Sales

(Average 1935-39 = 100)

Percentage Change
(Current month over
same month last year)

April (P)|March (R) April
1954 1954 1953 Sales Inventory
% %
Wholesale Trade!, Canada ...... 356.9 3523 366.6 - 2.1 = 0.7
Auto Parts and Equipment .......... 572.0 54167 5923 - 3e 7 647 D
Maritimes and Quebec ............... 426.0 362.7 457.1 - 68 i
ODLALIO +. v vevres s s encemsnrenenes 629.7 629.5 61l1l.4 | + 3.0
Western Provinces.................... 591.5 539.3 663.1 - 10.8
DEIES e 0r Bososes Bannsusasos oo asodoress? Bl 3%02 36200 38700 + 300 - 0.8
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario 386.0 340.8 373.3 + 3.4
Western Provinces ................ 438.9 4327 4324 + 1.5
CIOthing ......ooooreeeieeererneeresraas e 236.5 299.1 266.0 - 1.l + 9.3
FOOMWeRE ....cococeineiiiiiiiiccirivesonionm 3%02 35300 35404 - 1306 - 101
B GIIRIR .covm e [ Bl 266.7 24749 | =125 | =138
Maritimes and Quebec .............. 211.9 238.8 25243 - 16.0
(0] (171 5 1 YO 228.4 269.8 21,9 | = 5,6
Western Provinces ................ 214.0 306.0 246.8 = 13.3
Fruits and Vegetables........... 329.7 288.6 330.0 - 0.2 - 13.5
Maritimes and Quebec ................. 276.1 258.3 221.4 - l.9
Ontario . 37546 300.2 379.8 - 1.l
Western Provinces ..., 3424 308.0 3347 + 2.3
Groceries 319.6 323.0 312.7 + 2.8 + 97
Maritimes ..., = 320.5 343.0 318.3 + 0.7
QUEDEC .eoocoereeiereere e 219.6 24349 206.8 + 62
(071173 1 RTINS 312.3 3005 302.0 + 3
Prairies 316 o7 320.0 3% YA + 247
British COIUMBIR ..o -l 523.3 505 .6 538l | = 1,9
Hardware 1.20.6 412.1 46901 = 103 = 2.9
Maritimes M06 347 0 w .0 - 800
QUEDEC .oveeerneemeeeeos s isesee e 406.0 392.7 4147 - 2.1
Ontario 510.3 46106 51;801 - 6.9
Western Provinces ................... 379.2 404.0 456.3 - 16.9
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... JAVAS 395.6 419.1 - 0.9 + lJd
Maritimes and Quebec ................ 429.8 395.4 450.1 = Le5
Ontario 419010 383 .0 IJ.B.6 + 0.2
Western Provinces .ooc.oooeeeeeee. 377.8 4255 365.0 + 3.5

1. Composite of Nine Trades

Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included.
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