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The results shown in this report are based on returns from
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in
wholesale prices.

The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on
the base of 1935 - 1939 = 100) stood at 378.8 for August 1954 com=-
pared with 368.8 for August a year ago and 371l.1 for July 1954.
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Sales Trends Trade

In August, 1954, sales of wholesalers covered by this report
were almost 3% over the same month of 1953 and 2% above July 1954 In camparison
with the previous year six of the nine trades reported increases which ranged
fram 6.5% for drug wholesalers and 4¢9% for grocery wholesalers to 1l.5% for
tobacco and confectionery wholesalers and 1.3% for hardware wholesalers. Decreases
were shown by three trades, the largest being a reduction of 11.9% for clothing
wholesalgrs followed by dry goods wholesalers with 7.2% and footwear wholesalers:
with 3.5 .

Inventories

There was a decrease of slightly over 1% in the value of
stocks on hand at the end of August 1954 compared with the corresponding month of
the previocus year. Three wholesale trades reported large decreases in the value
of stocks on hand; footwear wholesalers 17.7%, clothing wholesalers 14.2% and
dry poods wholeszlers 11.6%. Two small decreases were reported, one of 2¢3% for
hardware wholesalers and the other amounting to 1l.6% for auto parts and equipment
wholesalers. Of the four trades rcporting increases, the largest involved fruit
and vegetable wholesalers with 14.3%, followed by tobacco and confectionery
wholesalers with 11.3%, grocery wholesalers with 6.5% and drug wholesalers 4e4%e

Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers! Inventories

Month and Year Monthly Indexes of Wholesale Inventories
(Average for 1935=1939=100)
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Wholesale Trade in Canada

Monthly Indexes of Sales eglﬁfe'ﬁaggn%hgsgf
(Average 1935-39 = 100) same month last year)
Trade and Region
August (P) July (R) | August cal
1954 1954, 1953 - ————
| % %
Wholesale Trade!, Canada ........... 378.8 31 368,.8 + 29 - 1.2
Auto Parts and Equipment .......... 631.8 561.1 61242 + 3.3 - 1.6
Maritimes and Quebec ............... 45248 bhlie3 47446 - Lb
Ontario .. 'f.l3.2 66102 620.2 + 15.0
Western Provlnces 639.3 4937 701 .8 - 8.9
Drugs .. 389.3 380.1 365 7 + 6.5 CIAYA
Marifines, Quebec ‘and Ontario| 36945 35645 34646 + 6.6
Western Provinces .......cce.couevens 455 ¢2 4588 429 o4, + 640
CIORENG ..o crnneereceennaeas 25349 172.0 288.2 - 11.9 - 142
FOOUWERE . ooovoeoeeeeeeeersseee e e 4624, 220.0 L4792 = 35 - 1747
Dry Goods .............. S S 247.5 150 ol 265 o7 - T2 - ]J..6
Maritimes and Quebec —— 199.4 10440 22340 - 10.6
(0311715 U YOO 283.4 170.2 287.4 - led
Western Provlnces 287.5 201.3 310.5 - T
Fruits and Vegetables................... 33548 375.8 310.8 + 8.0 + 14e3
Maritimes and Quebec .......c...... | 223e2 291.2 212.6 + 5.0
Ontario . i 36 377.5 2784, | + 1340
Western Provinces ..o LE8.2 4558 432.8 + 6.8
Groceries .........cociimimncinnennnniinon. 3/3.9 362 0 327.3 + L9 + 6 5
MArtimes .vceeusemeererreenereecsecs . 357.1 35642 35249 + le2
Quebec ........................................... ‘ 232-1 268 08 220 08 + 5 01
011774 1+ JOT 33549 35047 320.8 + L7
Prairies oo cnecseonesenecssssesseranne 35849 37605 ' 34065 + S
British Columbia .........ococverrerrernce L SR 532.3 46940 + 9.0
Hardware 45062 4303 1‘46.8 + 1.3 - 23
Maritimes YA AN 4003 4033 + 95
QRICDLC ..cooenerrosvsstnsssssarsassoasmssmssssasers 472 A 1.32 ol 449 5 + 5.
ONLATIO .oevveviiriciricennrrerernsesersenennnsses 1.28 oD 448 o8 3949 + 845
Western Provinces .........oo... 45244, 423 el 481.8 - 6ol
Tobacco and Confectionery ......... 399.0 | 419.9 398.2 + 15 + 113
Maritimes and Quebec ............ 351.8 380.6 35443 - 0.7
Ontario .............. 4373 4 W2 4343 + 0.7
Western Provinces ... e 39347 1 4399 392.1 + 0

1. Composite of Nine Trades
Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included.
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