DCMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS

OTTAWA - CANADA

Published by Awuthorily of the Rt. Hom. C. D. Howe, Mimister of Trade and Commerce

_/%;“’ - :;;],}xw\. No. 9 $1.00 a year
" WHOLESALE TRADE

NV 12 084 SEPTEMBER 1954

% \

R

The results shown in this report are based on returns from
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in
wvholesale prices.

The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on
the base of 1935-1939= 100) stood at 4023 for September 195 com-
pared with 409.0 for September a year ago and 378.1 for August
1954.

PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
SEPTEMBER 1954
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September sales of wholesalers covered by this report
registered a seasonal increase of 6.4% over the preceding month but were down
1.3% over September of the previous year. Of the nine trades covered, six
reported decreases in comparison with September 1953 which ranged from 13% for
footwear wholesalers to less than one per cent for groceries. Of the three
trades reporting increases the largest which amounted to 5% was shown for
fruit and vegetable wholesalers while drug wholesalers reported an increase
of less than one per cente

Inventories

There was a decrease of 0.7% in the velue of stocks on
hand at the end of September 1954 in comparison with the previous month and
of 1.9% in comparison with September of 1953. In the comparison with the
previous year six trades reported decreases in value of stocks on hand which
ranged from 24.2% for footwear wholesalers to 1.1% for hardware wholesalers.
Three trades reported increases, the largest being grocery wholeselers with
3.7% followed by auto parts and equipment wholesalers and drug vholesalers
with 2.7% and 2.5% respectively.

Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers' Inventories

Month and Year Monthly Indexes of Wholesale Inventories
(Average for 1935-1939=100)

Dry Goods Grocery
Wholegelers Wholegalers
September 1954 205.2 28342
August 1954 2177 249 .6




Wholesale Trade in Canada

Trade and Region

Monthly Indexes of Sales
(Average 1935-39 = 100)

Percentage Change
(Current month over
same month last year)

Sep}grg}:er(!’ ) Aufggz (R) SepJ‘t‘:ggger Sales Inventory
% %
Wholesale Trade!, Canada ........... 40203 378.1 409.0 - 1.3 - 1.9
Awo Parts and Equipment ........- 730.4 631.8 TI3.3 |+ 26 | o 2.7
Maritimes and Quebec ............ 58443 452.8 561.3 +  4ed
(031177 3 U YNNIV 829.6 T13.2 T48.7 + 10.8
Western Provinces.......o.oouenee. 636.0 639.3 .6 - 1.1
DEUES ..ocooveeeecosancrere e ssssssva- ssnens 4092 389.3 406.1 | * 0.8 + 2.5
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario Ll.4 369.5 AD5.7 +  le4
Western Provinces ... 4017 4552 407 o4, I YA
Clothing ... 303 Oo 253.9 329.7 = 8.1 - 10.0
FOORWERT «.ooveeeeeee oo econe sorevmnene e 4457 4624, 51243 - 13.0 - 242
Dry Goods .......ocoooreiivimrevrinsncnnanen 2% oy 24777 3205 - 6.9 = 11,2
Maritimes and Quebec ............. 2803 200.0 305.0 - 8.
(01117 < 1o JRURT TP 33446 283.4 3274 + 22
Western Provinces ................. 292.8 287.5 337.7 - 13.3
Fruits and Vegetables.................... 299.0 3344 291.5 + 5.0 - T7
Maritimes and Quebec .............. 199.6 22342 179.0 + 11.5
[07117:7 1+ JOUOY 283.0 310.1 260.6 + 8,6
Western Provinces ... 40842 46242 42641 - 42
GTOCETI®S ..oooveeeeee e seerseersa 3527 3423 353.6 - 0.3 + 3.7
MBEIEIMES orvevormrresieeresiecsermressecanne 3/48.2 35644 335.8 + 3.7
QUEDEC eeeeereeemcerecaseenessrrmse s 262.2 232.1 2.9.5 + 5.1
Ontario ....cceeerevrernernens 33440 33047 336 «0 = 0.6
Prairies 360.2 358.9 3744 - 3.8
British Columbia .............ccccooeee s 5534 5117 561.8 - 1.5
Hardware 51705 1..50 09 536 04 - 3.7 CJ 1.1
MELIEMES coeoceremreeenecmasemsesiesnnasens 53043 L41.6 50944 + Ll
Quebec 3 55707 47204 561005 - 102
(0711773 L+ NSO 567 5 43162 56644, + 0.2
Western Provinces ... 4bhe2 45264, 508.9 - 8.4
Tobacco and Confectionery ......... 4203 39844 43943 = L3 - 27
Maritimes and Quebec ............ 401.6 351.8 4337 - T4
Ontario 1‘38 ol 1.36 <0 451.6 o= 3 o0
Western Provinces ..o L2 393.7 4205 - 2.0

1. Composite of Nine Trades

Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included.
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