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The results shown in this report are based on returns from
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in
wholesale prices.

The unad justed index for the total of the nine trades (en
the base of 1935 - 1939 = 100) stood at 368.3 for April 1955 com-
pared with 356.7 for April a year ago and 366.0 for March 1955.

INDEXES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES
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Sales Trends by Trades

Five of the nine wholesale trades covered in this report showed in-
creased sales during April this year to make a total gain for all nine trades of
1.8%2 over 1954. Fruit and vegetable wholesalers reported the largest .(8.0%)
while other increases ranged down to 2.0% for footwear wholesalers. ced.sales*
\{ere ;wsident in wholesalers of drugs (-3.1%), clothing (-4.5%) and dry goods
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In total, the nine trades reported 2,6% less inventory value at the
end of April, 1955, than at the same date of 1954. Five trades reported decreases
ranging from -0.9% to -11.2%, the lowest appearing in footwear wholesalers. Fruit
and vegetable wholesalers held 32.5% more stock at the end of April this year than
last while other gains were more nominal, ranging from +4.8% to 0.2%.

Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers! Inventories

Monthly Indexes of Wholesale Inventories

Month and Year (Average for 1935-1939=100)
Dry Goods Grocery
Wholesalers Wholesalers
March 1955 226,0 286.8




Wholesale Trade in Canada

Monthly Indexes of Sales P:gmr;iaggng‘hgggf
Trade and Region ( gverage_ 1?35—39 = 100) same month last .year)
¢ April (P) [ March (R)[ April )
A986°¢ 1l 1955 | 1ghy ) Beles | TovRNlge
il % 4 %
i
Wholesale “wel ’ Canada ........... 368 03 366 .O 356.7 | + 1 .8 ’ - 2.6
Awo Parts and Equipment ... | 611.3 | 5656 572,0 + 6.0 | - 1.6
Maritimes and Quebec ... | 413.2 | 370.7 4,26.0 | = 3.0
01t 1715 T JOTOR B & 4% 9.5 629,7 | + 17.1
Western Provinces ....................... 56443 L73.5 591.5 L = L6
L —— 38644 387.6 | 398.2 | - 3.1 |+ 4.7
Maritlmes Quebec and Om.a.rlo 370.6 368.1 386.0 | - L.0 i
Western Provinces ....ovmenn | 43809 452.6 438.9 | (2) !
|
CLONINE o eceeoeeerreieeveeeses e senanens | 229.9 280.1 20,7 | - 4.5 - 0.9
\
FOOMWeRE .....o.ociivivniiiciiicrcnrrccaccennom 312 03 | 33105 3% 02 : + 2.0 i 2 1.1.2
| f
DY GOOAS ...coovooernrrncmnene | 2001 2511 | 216.9 | - 5.9 | - 3.5
Meritimes and Quebec wemsrrveme | 2007 223.8 2Q1.9 | - 3.4 |
[01118:7 ¢ (o NPT USRI 213 ol 281 olnlv 228 cl} ’ ] 6.7
Western Provlnces 195.0 265.0 214.0 - 8.9
Fruits and Vegetables.................. 35.3 313.4 329.4 + 8,0 | + 325
Maritimes and Quebec ............. 295.0 264,,0 27542 & W2
Ontarto ......... | 1+16 07 | 328 08 1 373 07 + llos
Western Provinces ... ‘ 364 4 348.0 | 344.] + 5.9
GPOCEIIES ..o e snmses 333.7 350.7 318.0 + 2.8 + 0.2
Maritimes . 324.4 352.9 320.2 + 1.3
QUEDEC oo e 22853 245.9 219.2 + 1.8
OnLArio ..oooeoveveren. | 312.3 32747 307.4 + 1.6
Prairies ............ | R, (. 351.0 316.4 + 2.0
British Columbia .....ooooovverveee. | 628.,0 596.6 523.3 + 12,0
[
BB s | 420 397.3 | 422.1 - 23 | - 6.9
Maritimes .....ccccooveeeivrercenconenreniinns 432.1 352.9 L07. 6 + 6.0
Quebec ............................................. 39100 LOS 07 l&% oo - 3.7
ONLArio ...occocvverevevecececeraneas 515 0‘6 L&85 06 510 .3 + 1.0
Western Provinces ....o.oooovererens 382.0 349.5 382.4 - 0.1
Tobacco and Confectionety .......... 430.1 407.0 416.0 L + 4.8
Maritimes and Quebec ............ L75.4 429.4 429.8 + 10.6
ONLARID) .....fiesscvsrecsssseivioessoivtonsansaveses L23 06 39207 1421.5 + 005
Western Provinces ..o 364.9 400.0 378.5 - 3.6

1
1. Composite of Nine Trades  (2) No change
Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included.
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