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WHOLESALE TRADE 

[ 	 MAY 1955 

—' The results shown in this report are based on returns frc*u 
400 wholesalers distributed over nine trades. They reflect trends 
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in 
wholesale prices. 

The imadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on 
the base of 1935 — 1939 = 100) stood at 399.2 for May 1955 can-
pared with 36996 for May a year ago and 369.1 for April 1955. 

PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES 
MAY 1955 
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Al]. except one of the nine who].esa.le trades 
covered in this report showed increased sales during Nay, 1955, to 
make a total gain for all nine trades of 7.4% over 1954. Auto parts 
and equint wholesalers showed the largest gain (12.1%), followed 
by grocery wholesalers (10.2%) tobacco and confectionery wholesalers 
(8.7%), drug wholesalers (8.2% and clothing wholesalers (7.7%). S,nRller 
gains were made in the remaining trades with the exception of dry goods 
which decreased slightly (1.5%). 

In total the nine trades reported 3.4% less inventory 
value at the end of Nay, 1955 9  than at the same date in 1954. Fruit and 
vegetable wholesalers reported the largest increase (14.3%). Five trades 
reported decreases ran4ng  from '-8.5% to -009%. 

Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers' Inventories 

Month and Year 	Monthly Indexes of Wholesale Inventories 
(Average for 193 5-1939=100) 
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Monthly Indexes of s ales 	 Percentage Change 
(Current month over 

Trade and Reginn 	
(Average 1935-39 = 	 same month last year) 

	

May (P) JApril (R) 	May 	sales 	 - 1955 	3.955 	3.954 	 Inventory 

369.1 1 369.6 Wholesale Trade L,  Canada ........... 

Ato Parts and Equlpmezt ......... 
Maritimes and Quebec ............... 
Ontario ......................................... 
Western Provinces. ...................... 

Dries ............................................... 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario 
Western Provinces ...................... 

Clothing .......................................... 

Footwear ......................................- 

DryGoods ..................................... 
Maritbnes and Quebec ............... 
Ontario ....................................... 
Western Provinces ..................... 

Fruits and Vegetables ...................... 
Maritimes and Quebec ................. 
Ontario ............................................. 
Western Provinces ........................ 

Groceries ............................................ 
Maritimes ........................................ 
Quebec ...................... ...................... 
Ontario ............................................ 
Prairies ............................................ 
British Columbia ........................ 

Hardware .............................................. 
Maritlmes ........................................ 
Quebec ............................................. 
Ontario ............................................ 
Western Provinces ........................ 

Tobacco and Confectionery .......... 
Maritlmes and Quebec ................ 
Ontario ............................................ 
Western Provincez . ........................ 

1. Composite of Nine Trades 
Note: Figures for Newfoundland 
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