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» L The results shown in this report are based on returns from

400 wholesalers distributed over nine tradese They reflect trends
in dollar volume of business and are not adjusted for changes in
wholesale prices.

The unadjusted index for the total of the nine trades (on
the base of 1935 = 1939 = 100) stood at 399.2 for May 1955 com=
pared with 369.6 for May a year ago and 369.1 for April 1955.

PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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Al1 except one of the nine wholesale trades
covered in this report showed increased sales during May, 1955, to
make a total gain for all nine trades of 7.4% over 1954« Auto parts
and equipment wholesalers showed the largest gain (12.1%), followed
by grocery wholesalers (10.2%), tobacco and confectionery wholesalers
(8.7%), drug vholesalers (8.28) and clothing wholesalers (7.7%)e Smaller
gains were made in the remaining trades with the exception of dry goods
which decreased slightly (1.5%)e

Inventories

In total the nine trades reported 3.4% less inventory
value at the end of May, 1955, than at the same date in 1954. Fruit am
vegetable wholesalers reported the largest increase (14e3%). Five trades
reported decreases ranging fram =8¢5% to =0.9%.

Grocery and Dry Goods Wholesalers' Inventories

Month and Year Monthly Indexes of Wholesale Inventories
(Average for 1935-1939=100)

Dry Goods Grocery
Wholesalers Wholesalers
May 1955 19846 26842
April 1955 205.7 288.6

May 1954 2060 26747




Wholesale Trade in Canada

Monthly Indexes of Sales I F{S{ﬁ;*e“,ﬁaggnﬁ,h‘;{,‘gf
(Average 1935-39 = 100) ’ same month last year)
Trade and Region Hay (P) i rT[l (R) May e
p
1955 1955 1954 . S - ~
% %
Wholesale Trade!, Canada ........... 3992 369.1 369.6 + Ted | - 3.
Auwto Parts and Equipment ........| 67942 615.1 602.8 + 12 (2)
Maritimes and Quebec ............... 5396 L4247 55643 = 3.0
G0 s (o) TR N S S 810.0 736.1 626.9 + 20,2
Western Provinces............o....... 58146 57042 | 60042 - 3. |
R VLU B 1Y | 386, | 386.8 AL T IOS TL
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontarlo | 4077 3706 ! 375.8 M 85"
Western Provinces ... | 49536 438.9 4235 + 7l |
Clothing .........ccovvvvveivirecreene. 210.1 23046 | 195.1 + 77 I - 649
e RS- 312.0 2539 | + 241 | = 549
Dry GOOdS .......oouvnriimicerecceiinenrncnenn 201.8 202.0 204.e5 \ o le¢b | = 306
Maritimes and Quebec .............. 188.. 199.8 1948 - 33
ONTRAEION B W ... oo betiea b 23043 21343 226.7 + 106 ‘
Western Provinces .........oc..... 196.1 195.0 199.1 = 1.5 |
Fruits and Vegetables................. 3789 35941 | 37047 + 2. \ + L3
Maritimes and Quebec ... 3417 298e9 | 365¢5 | = 665 |
Gnbacio. A0N . W LR 384.1 419.7 ; 370.8 | + 3 6 ‘
Western Provinces ............o.... 41063 365.8 “ 37567 ,‘ + 92
Groceries . . 3634 33444 | 327.2 |+ 102 + 02
Maritimes ....ccccemneeiinccniriscnessnnenns 353 o7 319 o2 325 o7 + 8 06
QUEDEC ..o s 24702 22409 ‘ 236.6 : + 405
EOntanio = am b e S 35242 i 312.6 319.0 | + 10.4
Prairies . 3609 | 322.7 32443 | L 11.3
British Columbig ..............co...... -| 619s7 | 6379 519.9 + 19.2
Hardware 472 42142 Libel ¢ 546 | = 845
Maritimes 43540 43201 4244 + 245
QUEDEC . crcenravcssesencenssscsssersnseseens 4533 391.0 | 4121 | + 1040
EORBTI0 i ienBimsasen s 5571 51)e4 [ 52601 | + 5.9
Western Provinces ..o 4371 382,.0 4215 + 3.7
Tobacco and Confectionery .......... LThe7 13047 43943 + 8.7 i = 0.9
Maritimes and Quebec ................ 4477 46 ‘ 4754 378.0 | o+ 1844
OBLAHO oo 52003 | 424e9 1955 | + 5.0
Western Provinces ... 41649 l 3649 { 4173 ! = 0.l
1. Composite of Nine Trades (2) No change

Note: Figures for Newfoundland are not included.
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