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WHQLESALE TRADE

May 1957

Sales of Cenadian wholesalers in May were estimated at $752,170,000, &
2 per cent incresse in comparisan with the sales of §740,662,000 estimated last
year for the same month. Sales for the year to May 3lst reached $3,231,080,000,
6 per cent more than in the correspmnding period of 1956 when sales totalled
$3,052,127,000. These males cover ™wholesalers proper® and do not include the
business transactims of manufacturers! sales branches or agents and brokers.
They are not adjusted for price changes, seasmal wvariatios or number of busi-
ness days in the respective mmnths,

The principal increases in the mmth were recorded for industrial snd
transportatim equipment and supplies (14 per cent), footwear (12 per cent) and
tobacco, cofectimery end soft drinks (12 per cent) while farm machinery ac-
comted for the largest decrease at 7 per cent. 4 comparison of the 1957 cumu=
lative sales with 1956 fuvored the former in 16 of the 18 trade groupings co=
vered in this report. The exceptims were cmstruction materisls (including
lumber) and hardware which dropped 2 end 6 per cent respectively. The increases
in the other trades ranged fram less than 1 per cent recorded for cl othing and
fumishings to 13 per cent in the case of groceries and food specialties,

Further detall an the sales of the various trade groups will be found m
the reverse side of this pege.

Prepared in Merchandising and Services Sectim,
Ihdustry and Merchandising Divisim.,
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Preliminary Estimates of Wholesale Sales and Percentage Changes 1010720659
May January - May
Kind of Business Sales Z Change Sales % Change
1957/1956 1957/1 56
1956 1957 s 1956 1957 s
$'000 $'000 $°000 $'000

TOTAL’ B TRAARE ' .00 oastonemectime 7100’662 ‘752’170 + 1.6 3’0529127 392319%0 + 5.9
¥resh Fruits and Vegetables ecocceccessce 23,370 23,529 + 0.7 87,512 90,312 +, N2
Grocoriss and Fotﬁ Speci&lties sccoescnco 107’106 133,858 +* 6@? /{67,153 5309181 + 1305
Maat and D&il'y' Products cceesccceccccccece 1-5 139324 + Igh 57’907 619159 + 506
Clothing end F11m13hings cec0e0ecc00000ee 69831 792& + 505 339804 33’934 . 004
FOOLWOAD coceeosoececsesossccesoossssenen 2:183 2,45‘- + 1204 10y556 11’305 + 7.1
Other Textile and Clothing Accessories .. 14,800 16,092 + WS 76,935 81,179 + W5
Coel and Cok® cccecessscccecsscscscoscase 17'260 16,116 = 606 759324 ‘76’2'H + 1.3
DI'llgS and Drug Sundries cocscececscesccos 15’8% 15’195 = 401 71’427 73’520 + 2.9
Newsprint, Paper and Paper Products cecoe | 25,375 27,802 + 9.6 116,906 122,392 + 4o
Tobacco, Canfectimery and Soft Drinks .. | 45,152 50,483 + 12,8 216 633 239,650 + 10,6
Automotive Parts and Acceasories cessoeoD 379699 379380 = 008 144,223 1549533 + 7.1
Camosrcial;, Institutimal and Service |

Equipmmt and Suppliea $000000600000000 109839 109729 - 1.0 459187 1’692'” + 243
Camstruction Materisls and Supplies,

Including Iamber seecccscoccesscsssccos ’IOW 69’541 + 1.5 262’162 2569899 - 2,0
Farm Machinery cecesccecececcsceccecossce 7’611 %0 - T2 28 7515 269912 = 604
Bardware ceecosescessescscosccsssccssceee 299% 299875 + 1.9 113’602 117’239 + 302
Household Electrical Appliances ceccccese | 11,904 11,655 - 2.1 59,629 63,545 + 6.6
Industrial and Trensportation ‘

Equipmmt and Su‘pplies secceecscscssces 76’586 87.546 + o3 315,035 324’879 + 3.1
AII Other Trades eeeescessssssnesososseos | 227,088 | 212,323 = 65 | 869,39 | 920,933 | + 5.9




