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March sales of Canadian wholesalers were est1ited at $706,466,000, 11. 
above sales of $632,6,000 in March l95. Total sales for the first three months 
of the year amounted to $1,916027,000, up 10.2% from the corresponding reriod last 
year. These sales cover "wholesalers proper" and do not incli.zie the business 
transactions of inanufacturer& sales branches or agents and brokers. They are not 
adjusted f or price changes, seasonal var.ations or ntmiber of business days in the 
respective months. 

All but two of the 18 trade groups reported increases for the month of March 
ranging from 25.(Yp for the "all other tm.des" group to 0.3% for construction n-
terials and supplies, inclw9ing lumber, End for household electrical appliances. 
Other trades recording substantial increasE's were: automotive parts and accessorieg 
(17.CV), industrial and transportation ecuipment and supplies (15.2%),  drugs and 
drug sundries (12.), farm rachinery (ii.c), groceries and fond sscialties 
(10.5%). Decreases were registered for frEsh fruits and vegetables (6.2%) and meat 
and. rairy products (2.5%). Also, when cnbined for the first three months of the 
year, sales of newsprint, paper and paper products and of household electrical 
appliances show decreases of 1.6% and i.% respectively while sales of coal and 
coke have renined relatively unchanged compared with the same period last year. 

Further detail on the sales of the Narious trade groups will be found on the 
reverse side of this page. 

Prepared in the Industry and Merchandising Division 
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Preli.niir Etinte o Uholesale Sales and Percentages Changes 

	

irch 	 January and Itrch 

Kind of Bus mess 	 Sales 	%Change 	Sales 	, Change 

1958 	1959 	1959/1958 	1958 	1959 
1 000 	1 000 	 0 'o00 	;'000 

TOTAL,AllTrades.................. 	632,026 706,466 + 11.8 1,739,342 1,916,327 + 10.2 

18 2 181 - 6,2 51,944 50,070 - 3.6 
110,763 + 10,5 293,658 316,247 + 7.7 
14,319 - 2,5 349 311 33,808 - 1.5 
7,749 + 6.3 16 0 944 18 9 356 + 8,3 
2,890 + 6.9 5 9 926 6,658 + 12.4 

19,099 + 8,5 47,087 49,763 + 5.7 
10,217 + 5.6 35,072 35,064 (1) 
18,423 + 12.9 47,185 51,302 + 
20 9 042 + 0.8 58 1,957 58,005 - 1.6 
57,499 + 5.2 333,602 137,453 + 2,9 
34098 + 17.0 72,365 83,027 + 14.7 

8,848 9,138 + 	3.3 24,187 26,727 + 10.5 

63,513 63,710 + 	0.3 154,073 158,072 + 	2.6 
5,835 6 1,477 + 11.0 12,335 15 2 186 + 23.1 

21 9,370 21,945 + 	2.7 57,562 59,832 + 	3,9 
11,922 11,963 + 	0.3 36,343 35,706 - 	1,8 

63,609 73,271 + 15.2 344,610 158,952 + 	9.9 
164,688 2o5,82 + 25.0 513,181 622,099 + 21.2 

Fresh Fruits and Vegetables 
Groceries and Food Specialties 
Meat and Dairy Products ............. 

Clothing and Furnishings 
Footwear ,, ...... 
Other Teti1e and Clothing Accessories 

Coal and Co1 	•••..s.....e ....... 
Drugs and Drug Sunctries 
Newsprint, Paper and Paper Products 
Totacco, Confectionery and Soft Drin1 

Auxtcnotive Parts and Accessories 
Conmiercial, Institutior1 anti Service 

Equipment and Supplies 
Construction }.terials and Supplies, 

including Liuuber ........  • . , , • • , , , • 
Farm Machinery •S. • • • • •. •. . 
}Iard'are ..............................  
Household Electrical Appliances 
Industrial anti Transportation 

:quipnt and Supplies 

All Other Trades ...................... 

(i) Ho change 

19,378 
100,237 
14,691 

7,292 
2,704 

17,601 

9,677 
16,312 
19,880 
54,641 
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