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MOTION PICTURE PRODUCTION 

1954 
This report is a continuation of the series 

begun by the Dominion Bureau of Statistics in 19-52. 
The survey includes private companies and govern-
rnent agencies, both Federal and Provincial, en-
gaged in the production of motion pictures and film-
strips for business. Industry and education, as well 
as the domestic production of feature films. The 
following summary shows salaries and wages and 
gross revenue for the private sector of the industry. 
Laboratory work included is only that of companies 
engaged in motion picture production. 

Summary Statistics of Motion Picture Production 
(Private Industry) 

Year 
Salaries 

and 
wages 

Gross revenue 

Production Printing and 
laboratory 

195 	.................. $1,006,918 $1,331,393 $1,274,137 
1953 .................. $1,150,890 

. 

$1,592,779 $1,230,493 
1954 .................. .$1. 549, 233 

. 

$2, 106,131 $1,456,405 

In the private sector of the industry 45 firms 
employing 478 persons were actively engaged in 
the production and printing of motion pictures during 
1954. In 1953 the industry was comprised of 32 
firms employing 387 persons. 

Gross revenue from production, printing and 
laboratory work was $3,562,536  in 1954 compared 
with $2,823,272 in 1953. This represents an in-
crease of 320/c over the 1953 production figure and 
18% over the 1953 printing and laboratory figure. 

The industry intimated an Interest In a figure 
for gross revenue from other sources, i.e., equip-
ment sales, projection rentals. etc. For 1954 an 
amount of $1,328,021 was realized from this source. 

Private industry and government agencies pro-
duced 14,847,631 feet of black and white and 
4.592.208 feet of colour film in 16MM width during 
1954. There was also produced 24,789.934 feet of 
black and white and 118,175 feet of colour film in 
35MM width. Table 1 gives the details of motion 
picture and miscellaneous production. It has now 
been possible to separate television motion picture 
production which was previously included with 
non-theatrical production. Of theatrical production, 
one film was an adaptation of the original. Of non-
theatrical production 41 were adaptations or lan-
guage versions of originals and 38 television films 
were of a similar nature. Eight films were made 
for other than Canadian sponsors. It will be noted 
that miscellaneous production together with tele-
vision motion picture production accounted for the 
considerable expansion of this Industry. 

Seven government agencies were engaged in 
the production and printing of motion pictures during 
1954. DetaIls similar to those given for private 
Industry will be found in Table 1. Of government 
production 21 theatrical films, 50 non-theatrical 
and 49 television films were adaptations or lan-
guage versions of the original films. 

Table 2 is a technical and language classifi-
cation of motion picture films of 5 minutes or longer 
produced in Canada during 1954. 
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T'tBLE 1. Summary Statistics - Motion Picture Production, 1933 and 1954 

Private industry 
Government Total 0th 

Type quebec Ontario Canada total provines 

1953 1954  1953 1954 1953 1 1954 1953 1954 1953 1954 1 1953 1954 

Motion picture producUon: 
(5 minutes or longer) 

Theatrical: 
Features ................ .................. 1 - 1 1 - - 2 1 - 1 2 2 

10 2 1 3 - - Ii 5 44 45 55 50 

14) 73 121 16'? 31 22 297 262 184 101 481 362 

- 183 - 32 - - - 215 - 120 - 335 

Shorts 	....................................... 

Miscellaneous production: 

.. 

Non-theatrical .............................

Television ................................... 

59 214 112 388 20 86 191 688 5 3 196 691 T.V. Commercials .......................

Theatretrallers .... ....... ...  ........... 648 446 12 770 501 327 1.161 1.543 11 8 1.172 1,551 

Newsreel stories: 
For theatre............................... 17!) 

. 

225 117 52 2 5 289 282 58 65 347 347 

33 293 162 255 34 199 229 902 20 1 249 9')3 

side films (Filmstrips): 

For 	T.V.................................... 

29 17 18 152 1 3fl 48 199 32 64 80 263 Silent.........................................
Sound(with a record) ............. 9 46 15 7 3 - 27 53 4 - 31 53 

T'tBLE 2. Technical and Language Classes of Motion Picture Films 1954 
( minutes or longer) 

Type Colour 
Black 
and 

white 
Sound Silent 

Languages (sound) 

English French Other 

Private industry 

Theatrical: 
Features .............................................. - 1 1 - - - 

4 1 5 - 3 1 1 

170 92 142 120 106 30 6 

1 214 151 64 77 74 - 

Government 

Theatrical: 
I - 1 - I - - 

Shorts ................................................... 5 40 45 - 24 21 - 

Shorts ................................................... 

50 

. 

51 101 - 47 39 15 

Non-theatrical .........................................

Television ............................................... 

3 11'? 120 - 69 51 - 

Total 

Features............................................... 

Theatrical: 

Non-theatrical ......................................... 

1 1 2 - I - 1 

Television ............................................... 

9 41 50 - 27 22 1 
Features............................................... 
Shorts ................................................... 

220 143 243 120 153 69 21 Non-theatrical .........................................

Television ............................................... 4 331 271 64 146 125 - 


