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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE LSTABLISHMENTS

Motion Picture Statistics, 1930 - 1933

This bulletin presents the results of the Census of Merchandis-
ing and Service Establishments covering the operations of motion picture
theatres and film exchanges during the period 1930 to 1933. Statistics
for motion picture theatres are first presented and then the information
for film ex: hanges in Canada.

Receigts of 924 motion picture theatres in Canada during the
year 1933 were 324,954,200 compared with $38,479,500 for 910 theatres in
1930, eccording to the results of the Census of Merchandising and Service
Establishments, 1933, The receipts for motion picture theatres are estim-
ated at $33,997,800 in 1931 and $28,724,600 in 1932,

The figures for the year 1930 are based on the results of the
Census of Merchandising and Service Establishments, 1931, which was taken
in connection with the Seventh Decennial Census. 4 postal canvass of
theatres operating in 1930 was made on the basis of lists prepared by the
census enumerators, who visited every establishment in June 1931. It

- appears that some very small picture houses which operate intermittently,

and which were not in operation at the time of the enumeratorts visit,
were not included in the census, The slight increase in the number of
tneatres in 1933 compared with 1930 is due to the inclusion of these small
theetres in the later census. As the total reccipts for such houses were
very low, the inclusion of their receipts affects the totals for all
theatres very little., 1In ordsr that the relative importance of thase
small theatres may be seen, Table 4 presents statistics for theatie

having receipts of less than $5,000 in 1930 and 1933.

Figures for the years 1931 to 1933 are based upon & postal can-
vass of all motion picture thsatres operating in 1933, The mailing lists
in this case werc prepared from information furnished by the provincial
govermment in each province and arec considered to be particularly complete.

The statistics for the years 1930 and 1933 cover, with the ex-
ception noted above, all motion picture houses in operation in each year.
The figures for the intervening ycars arc bascd on the reports of the es-
tablishments which opcrated during the four years from 1930 to 1933,

These theatres furnished figures for their recceipts in each year. Indexes
for 1931 and 1932 were constructed from thesc returns, using 1930 as a
base. The index of rececipts for ostablishments reporting in cach province
was then applied to the receipts in 1930 for all theaircs and estimatcd
totals for each province derived for the years 1931 and 1932, As a com-
pleto record is not available of the numbcr of thecatrcs which may have
opcrated during 1931 and/or 1932 in addition to thosc theatres which were
in opcration throughout the period, it is not possible to state the total
number of thecatres in 1931 and 1932.

Motion Picture Thecatres

Therc were 924 motion picture thestres opcrating in Canada in
the year 1933 with receipts of $24,954,200. Thc receipts and other
details by provinces arc given in Table 1. Thesc thecatres employed an
average of 5,238 pcrsons (other than proprictors) during the year, of
which 3,842 were males and 1,396 werc femalcs., These employees werc paid
$4,446,200 in salaries and wages.,

In the year 1930 the number of theatrcs rcporting was 910, The
increase in 1933 over 1930 is due largely to the¢ inclusion in the later
year of small houses in the western provinces. For Canada as a whole,
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theatrc receipts, as shown in Table 2, have fallen from $38,479,500 in
1930 to $24,954,200 in 1933, a deccreasc of 35.1 per cent, The decrcaso
was least in Ontario and highest in Prince Edward Island, The decline in
Ontario was 31,1 per cent and in Prince Edward Island 54.5 per cent,

With the exception of Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia, whero
the figures are influenced by the small theatres, there was a decrease in
the number of theatres in operation in 1933 compared with 1930, Thc do-
cline was largest in Nova Scotia, where the percentage decreasc was 33,9
per cent, while in New Brunswick the decreasc was 28.2 per cent. In
Table 3 the value of theatre receipts and indexes bascd on them arce shown
for each province in each ycar from 1930 to 1933,

The decline in theatre receipts is due both to a decreasc in
theatre attendance and also to lower pricecs for theatre tickets, NoO in-
formation is available for the number of admissions to theatres in 1930
and 1935. The index of theatrc prices, calculated by the Dominion Burcau
of Stetistics, declined 18.5 per cent from 1930 to 1933,

The admission price recccived by the theatrc is not gencrally
the only charge which the public must pay for attendance, In all prov-
inces excopt Saskatchewan, an amuscment tax is levied on the pricc of
admission to theatres and other placcs of amuscment but an exemption is
generally mado in the casc of lower-priced tickets. The total amount
collocted in amusement taxes by the provinces is as follows:

1930 wevseess $ 3,698,600

1951 * 8 " 000 00 5’455’951
HORE v kg 2,903,043
1955 " 800 0 00 2,757’989

These figures rclate to the fiscal years of the reapective
provinccs and include revenuce from taxes lcevied on all forms of amuscment
as i1t was not possible to sccure thc amounts collected from motion
pilcture theatrcs alonc. While the deercase in reccipts of motion picture
houscs is shown to be 35,1 per cent from 1930 to 1933 for Canada, tho
dccline in the amounts collectcd in amuscment taxes, as shown in the
above figures, is slightly less than 26 per cent. The chief reason for
amuscment tax revenue being maintained at a higher level than theatre
receipts was the imposition of a surtax in the province of Qucbec, commen-
cing March 1lst, 1932, If the Quebec figures are cxcluded from both the
totals for theatre rcceipts and tax revenuc, the relative decrcase is
practically the same.

The per cepita expenditures on motion picturc enterteinment
(cxclusive of amusement taxes), based on the 1931 population, and receipts
for motion picture theatres in 1930 and 1933 are shown below:

Per Capita Expenditurcs on Motion Picture Entertainment
(exclusive of amuscment taxes)

1930 1933
$ »

PN e el M ma TAW RS-k o tar Malars s, » ke o 51 e ers 254 .97
T T R Pt N S i S = | ), o) N [T (57
e U T e N R U S L 2488  I=E6
U1 T T S R e ST ) 209 1,92
0T 2, e A SR LSRRy B =< Y 4.68 3.,19
NEERIUREE o T8 g e menid are s © 5 peaee supaRer e St 2.0
T e e e ZioleS — 6
Alborta @ 9 8 P8 8 & 3 R I PO 2 8PP e PP PR e e 5'18 2.00
British Columbia {including Yukon

and Northwest Territories).cccescsess SIS 15,00

CANADA ® e 8 6 O 88 W 6P e e B eI ESR 5.71 2.40

Attendance at motion picture theatrcs is dcpendent, to a large
degreec, upon convenience. In other words, thc attendance would tend to
be higher in those provinces with large urban populations than in
provinces wherc a large part of thc population lives in rural communities
where theatres are not so close at hand. Thc per capita expenditures on
motion picturc entertainment arc elso affected by the rates of admission,
distribution of the population by ages, provincial rcgulations governing
admissions of juveniles, ctec.
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Film Exchangcs

Film cxchangcs arc thc agencics through which motion pilcture
thcatres arc supplicd with a constant change of films. Thcey arc
considercd as wholcsalc cstablishments but their function diffcrs from
that of wholcsalc morchants in that the products handled by film
cxchangcs arc not sold outright but rcnted to the cxhibitors. lHost of
the revenuc of film cxchanges is dcrived from the "rontals® charged for
the use of films 1n motion picture theatres.

There were 83 film oxchanges in Canada in 1930 according to
the Consus of Mcrchandising and Scrvicc Establishments, 1931. Thesce
exchanges had total rcecipts of $9,808,500 and cmploycd 495 malc and 369
female cmployscs who reccived (1,196,900 as salarics and wages during
the yoar, In thc year 1933 the number of exchanges was 57 and tho
recelpts totallcd $6,609,500., There werce 404 males end 312 femalc
omployees in 1935 and their sclaries and wages amounted to ,931,300.

The principal statistics for film coxchanges arc shown in Table 5.

Tablc 6 gives comparative figurcs for rececipts in cach cconomic
division during thc pceriod 1930 to 1933, For Cunuda as a whole, with
1930 as & basc, the index of rcccipts for film cxchanges was 92.43 in
1931, 79.20 in 1932, and 67,39 in 1933, It is intcresting to note that
the index for thc¢ reccipts of film cxchanges closely perallels the index
for thcatre roeclpts given in Tablc 3., 4s we have just steted, the film
exchange indox stood 4t 67.39 in 1933, whereas the 1lndcex for thoatres
was 64,85, The trend of film oxchangc rcecipts in cach ccononle
division is much tho semc as that for roccipts of motion picturc theatres
in thc provinces which constitutc cach division, The indcxes for both
film exchanges and thcatres arc lowest in the Moritime Provinecs.
Receipts for thecatres, however, showed the lcast decline in Ontario,
whereas tho highest index for film cxchanges is for Qucbec. As the
saleos territorics of film cxchangcs may not llc entirely within theo
provinccs in which the cxchanges arc situcted, the indcxes of thoatre
and film cxchange roocqipts arce not antirely comparablog
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- Motion Picturc Thecatrcs by Provinecs,

1930 and 1933

» Number Numbcr of Salarics
Provincc of miployccs and Totcl
Thectres | Male | Fonale Wagces Reccipts
& 3
W ¥
1960 1
Princoc Edward Island. o 16 2k 28,200 188,300
Nova Seotia ccscseces o6 198 69 204,400 1,814,500
New Brunswick ..ec... 2 129 773 160,700 1,093,400
QUEDGC oo sovss s sosone 148 1 299 | 1,593,600 & 0t S0
ORIRERED % csessesuas S84 1.88 556 | 2,826,200 | 15,900,90C
Manitoba seeeecccsnse 73 32 143 536,900 232125800
SQSk&tChOW&n R 104 223 80 540,400 1,977,500
ALDErta secevasccanise €5 307 ra 428,700 2, Bg, 700
British Columbia (a). 76 439 185 g§27,600 4,166,800
SR

TR > . i o PET 210 4,641 1,502 | 6,946,700 | 38,479,500
1933:
Prince Edward Island. 4 18 2N 10,000 85,700
NSNS SEotla . oivdte .t 37 160 56 147,800 953,300
e BRunsSvick .eo% . 28 96 48 92,900 556,500
QEBRES" <3 s venam g 134 908 314 859,300 5,580,500
GRUBERED o5 vs su v ova o0 o o 7 1,563 4380 | 1,949,700 | 10,960,200
Manitobd ecesescscccss 69 250 1S gs 363,500 L, 880,700
SAgEatehenan . ... % 118 4.9 v 210,600 1,069,300
AT 5 <5 55 05 i 50 177 282 57 289,600 { 1,465,300
Reilish Calumbiz (ad. €0 3068 e Ja2,800 2882 700

NRES s 5o tsdagi e 924 3,842 | 1,396 | 4,446,200 | 24,954,200

(2) Includes Yukon and Northwecst Territorics.

Toblo 2.--Comparison of Numbcr of Motion Picturc Theatres cnd Roecipts

by Provineces, 1930 and 1

039

Number of Theatres Total Receipts
Por ccnt = PGr ccny
Province of of
1930] 1933 change 1930 1933 changco
1= I
Cancda, totel ....| 910|924 + 1.5 |38,479,500|24,954,2000 - 35.1
Prince Edward Island. S 4 - 3G 18€,300 85,798 = 8445
NOV& SCOti& 60 068000 56 5,7 i 33‘9 1’81/.‘:.’500 955,500 — 4856
New Brunswick .......| 39| 28 - 28.2 | 1,093,400 556,500 - 49.1
QREDEIC She V.. o i 0] L4BH154 - 9,5 | 8,%01,800| 5,510,500 - 33.6
Ontario R R 524 277 e 1495 15,900,900 10,960,200 = Slol
IvlfanitObQ ® 6 0O % 000 75 69 o 535 21712,800 1’8203700 = 52.9
Saskatchewen ........| 104|118(c)| + 13,5 | 1,977,300] 1,069,300 - 45.9
Alberta L R R R A I ) 85 177(3) +lo802 29525,700 l:¢65,500 — 56-9
British Columbia {b).| 76| 80 + 5.8 | 4,16p7800| £,552,700 = 33,7
— - - e S sV T S e M IS

(2) Includes a numbor of smcll theatres operating port time only

not included .in the 19850 figures,

and



Teble 3.--Comparison of Motion Picture Theetre Receipts by Provinces and by Years, 1930, 1931, 1932 and 1933

= VLT 1af . Index of Receipts
Province Total Receipts (1930 = 100)
1930 TS 1932 1933 1530 gl K 1932 IS
$ $ $ $
Canada, Total eeeceseecesccsee | 38,479,500 | 34,006,400 | 28,731,300 | 24,954,200 | 100.00 | 88.38 | 74.67 | 64.85
Prince Edward Island ececoccecs ceee 188,300 137,000 100,000 85,700 | 100.00 } 72.72 | 53.08 | 45.51
NoVE SCOLif eecevocssencessseeasses | 1,814,500 | 1,371,000 | 1,083,000 933,300 | 100.00 | 75.54 | 59.69 | 51.43
New Brunswick sceescesscececcecseces 1,093,400 882,000 708, 000 556,500 | 100,00 | 80.65 | 64.73 | 50.90
QUEDOC sssessasecsssansncseasasanas | 8,301,800 | 7,725,700 | 6,565,900 5,510,500 | 200.00 | 93.06 | 79.09 | 66.38
ONtErio eeveceesscsseassnnsasssasss | 15,900,900 | 14,708,300 | 12,801,800 | 10,960,200 | 100.00 | 92.50 | 80.51 | 68.93
Manitoba eovevecescessecesscasenans 2/ 1 12NBAON 2B 8THE00 2,059,300 1,820,700 | 100.00 | 88.01 | 75.91 | 6712
Saskatchewan ecceecescevecencacsncnase 15 97RE00 1,519,000 1,228,000 1,069,300 | 100.00 | 76.80 | 62.08 { 54.08
ALBEGTEN TS 5" oiele o ols iuskorei skoiatersiake)olose st ol sts 2y 323K 0 1,167,000 1,391,000 1,465,300 | 100.00 | 7209 | 59.87 | 63.05
British Columbig (&) eseeesoecesense | 4,166,800 | 3,600,900 | 2,794,300| 2,552,700 | 100.00 | 86.42 | 67.06 | 61.26
(2) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories.
Table 4.--CANADA - *“wtion Picture Theatres With Annual Receipts of Less Than $5,000, by Provinces,
1930 and 1933 Compared
1830 1983
" Number Number
Province of Receipts of Receipts
Theatres $ Theatres $
Canada, TG Fove fohs¥elete t=lale ahesoratols el o sHeketafasatals fe 267 5451200 324 3861900
Prince Edward Island eeesesscecacecscescscessnce 2 5,000 ) 1,100
Nova Scotia LI B SR BE AR BE AR N BN RCRL AU N B REN A BUEE N CEI BEA  AR 20 31’000 7 11’900
New BrunswiCKk ececevsecscasccscessscsscccssaroscne 14 24,000 i 19,300
Quebec ® 9O S S LS PN B0 Q LTSNSO DT OPa NGt ae ss0S s 36 97’000 27 48,300
On'tal‘io 6 B FE 0808 AR S SRS 08 PR ORASIeS SRR ES 51 112’000 30 69,100
mitoba @ 6P 0B 8P A PEEE RSP BEO D PO PERLESE SRS 26 59,000 23 27’100
Saskatchewarn ecececssscescesccscecscnssscsccnssssnse 66 110’000 88 72,500
Alberta B E UL P0NURIOO N PEO BTN INERLRRIGGEORESORENSS 40 79,000 124 102,800
British Columbia (a) R R R N T N W W 12 28,900 17 34,800

(a) Includes Yukon and Northwest Territories.
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Table 5.--Principal Statistics for Film Exchanges, Canada, 1930 and 1933

\ Stocks on »
Number Empleyees Salaries hand, end
i Year of and Receipts of vear
Exchanges Male Female flages (at cost)
— b
$ $ $
e s it an.d ' lle 63 495 369 1,196,900 9,808,500 217,160
1933 ccovecccne 57 404 312 L 931,300 6,609,500 725 500

Table 6.--Comparisen of Receipts of Film Exchanges by Kconomic Divisions and by Yeers,

1930-1933
y Index of Receipts
Eec . .ic Divisions Total Receipts (1930 = 100)
1930 1931 1932 1933 1930 1931 | 1932 | 1933
$ $ $ $
Canada, Total eeceese-s.s. | 9,808,500 | 9,166,000 | 7,768,800 | 6,609,500 | 100.00 92443 | 79.20 | 6748
Maritime Provinces eceeececsccsee 801,200 708, 800 582,200 421,700 | 100,00 | 88.47 | 72.67 | 52.63
QUEDBC o oececessesaanesnsesaaas | 2,731,300 | 2,569,500 | 2,233,100 2,022,100 | 100,00 94.08 | 81.76 | 74.03
ONLEIIO oeonosesessssnccssassas | 3,451,000 | 3,385,200 2,984,600 { 2,494,900 } 100.00 | 98.09 86.49 | 72.29
Prairie ProVinceB evsecenssconv e 1,887,500 1,620,500 1,296,000 1’069,800 100'00 85085 68.66 56'68
British Columbia eececcccrccces 937,500 882,000 672,900 601,000 | 100.00 | 94.07 | 71.78 | 64.11
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