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NOTICE

The annual reports prepared by the Industry and Merchandising Division of the
Bureau of Statistics are divided into 3 volumes, as follows: Volume I — The Primary
Industries, including mining, forestry and fisheries; Volume Il —Manufacturing; volume IN —
Merchandising and Services.

Volume III consists of the following parts with individual trade reports listed under
each:

Part 1 — Wholesale Statistics

A — Wholesale Trade, 25¢
*B — Operating Results of Food Wholesalers, 25¢
*C — Operating Results of Dry goods, Piece Goods, and Footwear
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parts and accessories, drugs, hardware, plumbing and heating
equipment), 25¢

Part I — Retail Statistics

E — General Review, 25¢
F — Retail Trade, 50¢
G — Retail Chain Stores, 50¢
*1} — Operating Results of Chain Food Stores, 25¢
* | — Operating Results of Chain Clothing Stores, 25¢
* J — Operating Results of Miscelluneous Chain Stores (variety,
drug, furniture), 25¢
K — Operating Results of Retail Food Stores, 25¢
L — Operating Results of Retail Clothing Stores, 25¢
M — Operating Results of Retail Hardware, Furniture, Appliance
and Radio Stores, 25¢
N — Operating Results of Filling Stations and Garages, 25¢
O — Operating Results of Miscellaneous Retail Stores, 25¢
P — Retail Consumer Credit, 25¢

Part 1IN — Service and Special Fields

Q — Laundries, Cleaners and Dyers, 25¢

R — Motion Picture Theatres, Exhibitors and Distributors, 25¢
S — Hotels, 25¢

T — Sales Financing, 25¢

U — Farm Implement and Equipment Sales, 25¢

V — New Motor Vehicle Sales and Motor Vehicle Financing, 25¢
W — Advertising Agencies (Memorandum), 25¢

X — Motion Picture Production (Memorandum), 10¢

The reports are punched to permit of filing in a ring binder.

* Biennial reports — not issued for 1952.
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MOTION PICTURE THEATRES,
EXHIBITORS AND DISTRIBUTORS
1952

GENERAL SUMMARY

During 1952 Canadians saw motion pictures in
regular theatres, drive-in theatres, halls operated
as community enterprises and in halls serviced by
itinerant operators, and to this end they spent
$118,434,481, the highest figure yet reached in this
ever expanding field of entertainment.

Significant statistics concerning each of the four
types of motion picture exhibition are presented in

the following table. In the past the type here desig-
nated as ‘‘Halls serviced by itinerant operators"’
was headed ‘‘Itinerant Operators’’, and the number
of these individuals, rather than the number of halls
where they exhibited motion pictures, was given.

More detail on the operations of the separate
types is presented in following sections of this
report.

Summary of Motion Picture Theatre Exhibition in Canada 1952

Total, Regular Drive-in Community |Halls serviced

Item all types Theatres Theatres Enterprises bﬁpléxg?:t
Number of theatres and halls ................ 3, 416 1,843 104 657 812
Receipts (excluding taxes) .............cccee... $105,459,183 | $ 98,851,349 % 4,409,426 |$ 1,702,824( % 495, 584
Amusement taxes $ 12,975,298 |$ 12,308,148 $ 540,390 | $ 96,314| § 30, 446
Number of paid admissions ... .. ... . 262,963, 387 247,788, 717 8,379, 586 5,363, 564 1,437, 420

The per capita expenditute on motion picture
entertainment, climbed to a new high of $8.21 in
1952 compared with the previous high of $7.72 for
1951. Ontario topped all other provinces with a per

Per Capita Expenditure! on Motion Picture Entert e
1943, 1946, 1949, 1950, 1951 and

capita expenditure of $10.06 while Newfoundland
with $3.90 had the lowest average.

Throughout this report figures for British Co-
lumbia include the Yukon and Northwest territories.

ainm nt,i Canada and the Provinces,

952
Province 1943 1946 1949 1950 1951 1952
$ $ $ $ $ $

CaNAAA ... reeraresn e aenns 5. 61 6.15 6.89 7.12 502 8,21
Newfoundland .....ccoooooeemieeiiieiee e cceines e - - 2.69 2.93 3.82 3.90
Prince Edward Island........ccocoooiniiiiciiniicnniine 3.35 311 3.82 3.79 3.94 4,01
NOVA SCOLA ...ooeoeeiiiciiiiiivcci i 6. 68 6. 44 5.38 5457 6.08 6.51
New Brunswick .......ccccccvivvnnrireeniencimiiiieiannns 4,53 4,79 4, 44 4,40 4,99 5,52
Quebec .... . 4. 21 4,73 5.74 6. 20 6. 51 6.99
ontario ............ 6. 97 7.56 8.94 9.11 9. 80 10. 06
Manitoba............... 4, 81 5. 88 6. 20 6,20 7.01 7.31
Saskatchewan ................... 3.431 4.39 4,67 4,84 5.61 6. 76
ATDEIta oo 5. 27 5.88 6,77 7.18 ¥ o] 8. 87
Eritish Columbia 8.29 8.10 8. 59 8.47 9.29 9.94

|. Based on total receipts of regular theatres, drive-ins, community enterprises and halls serviced by itinerant

aperators,
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GRAPHIC REVIEW OF THEATRE STATISTICS
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MOTION PICTURE THEATRES, EXHIBITORS AND DISTRIBUTORS

PART 1. — MOTION PICTURE THEATRES 1952

I'he statistics presented in this section relate
anly to regular motion picture theatres with one
®xception. In Table 2, receipts for years prior to
1949 include those of community enterprises.

For Canada’s motion picture theatres, 1952 was
a year of continued expansion. The 1,843 theatres
in operation had receipts amounting to $98,851,349
and in addition collected $12,308,148 in provincial
amusement taxes. This represented an increase of

approximately 2% in number of-theatres and 9% in
receipts over the 1,808 theatres with receipts of
$90,986,110 in 1951. The number of paid admissions
increased 4% from 239,132,227 in 1951 to 247,732,717
in 1952. The 8,804 males and 6,296 females em-
ployed in motion picture theatres in Canada during
1952 received salaries and wages amounting to
$18,868,116. The following table gives the principal
statistics of Motion Picture theatres in 1952 b

provinces. )

TABLE 1. Summary Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces, 1952

Employment & Payroll
Number of Receipts Number of
Province establish- | (excluding Am&i?:ent paid i, Mt
ments taxes) admissions Male Female ond
wages
$ $ $

Canada ........coccennneenn. 1,843 | 98,851,349 | 12,308,148 | 247,732,717 8,804 68,296 | 18,868,116
Newfoundland. ... ...eeeeee 46 | 1,150,686 101, 328 3,614,719 109 63 191, 523
Prince Edward Island ........ 12 336,700 53, 530 992, 647 23 23 39,756
Nova ScOtif ...cccccmmeeumnanaones 81 | 3,688,920 438, 448 11,413,480 322 319 640,033
New Brunswick .. 61 | 2,527,474 271, 455 7,369,181 259 237 448,097
Quebec .....ocom 419 | 24,932,302 | 3,638,347 58, 760,871 2,482 997 3,983, 939
ontario ..... 541 |40,463,904 | 4,720,566 99, 888, 837 3,600 2,559 8,262,013
METHEBDA .. raceesvernaasasssszsasainres 143 | 4,812,497 519, 561 13, 838,931 468 577 960, 841
Saskatchewan.. 197 4,479,432 253,177 11, 556, 565 423 370 763,299
Alberta .cocoverieveninnnn 180 6,937, 291 684,415 16,841,273 464 433 1,170,019
PritiCheColumhia oo, 163 9,522,143 116275 321 i 23,456, 213 654 718 2,408, 596
- ! i L ———

Receipts (eéxcluding taxes) wearé higher in dil to-y ear comparison of receipts hy provinces. Prior

provinces in 1952 than in 1951. Saskatchewan, with
a 20% increase in receipts, recorded the greatest
gain over 1951, while Alberta was second with a
15% increase. The following table presents a year-

to 1949, receipts from community enterprises were
included but it is felt that this does not affect the
comparability of the series to any extent,

TABLFE 2. Receipts of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces, 1946 to 1932

(Excluding amusement taxes)

Province 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952
$ s $ $ $ $ $

Canada .....cocoeveeiemeienee 59, 888, 972 | 62, 863,279 | 69,657,248 | 77,419,472 | 82,707, 762 | 90, 986,110 98, 831,349
Newfoundland......ccccemnees - - - 820, 107 863,734 | 1,098,611 1, 150, 686
Prince Edward Island.... 223, 804 255, 835 281, 995 280, 631 286,334 313,090 336,700
NOva SCOLIA ..ccovrecorrensners 2,953,633 | 2,666,189 | 2,738,331 | 3,109,262 | 3,266,536 | 3,454,965 3, 688, 920
New Brunswic 1,758,866 | 1,771,036 | 1,993,102 | 2,048,091 | 2,053,595 | 2,307,605 2,527,474
Quebec ....... 12,732,391 | 13,918, 163 | 16, 405, 929 |19, 240,015 | 21,310, 810 | 22, 629,851 | 24,932,302
Ontario ........ 25, 684, 210 | 27,043, 278 | 29, 523, 367 |31, 862,708 | 34,083,166 | 38,052,587 | 40,463, 904
Manitoba ............ 3,433,687 | 3,526,223 | 3,709,443 | 4,235,223 | 4,197,205 | 4,604,683 4,812,497
saskatchewan. 2,889,343 | 2,914,301 | 3,220,907 | 3,360,125 | 3,505,695 | 3,738,865 4,479,432
,'}lberta .................. 3,626, 140 3,711,366 4, 245,121 4,924,371 5,314, 331 6, 044, 996 6, 9317, 291
Ziitish Columbia ............ 6,586,898 | 17,058,888 | 17,539,053 | 7,538,939 | 7,826,356 | 8,740, 857 9,522, 143

Note. Prior to 1949 receipts from community enterprises were included here.
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Both the seating capacity and potential capacity
in Canadian theatres were slightly over 1% higher
in 1952 than in 1951. Potential capacity is computed
by multiplying the number of seats in each theatre
by the number of performances and cumulating the
results. Only 31% of a potential capacity of
804,597,070, was utilized in 1952. Capacity utili-
zation was highest in Newfoundland at 38% and
lowest in Quebec at 29%.

Forty-one per cent of the 1952 business went to
theatres in Ontario, which also had 37% of the total
seating capacity. Quebec theatres, with 24% of total
seating capacity obtained slightly over 25% of the
total business. As was the case in 1951, British
Columbia had approximately the same ratio of
receipts as seating capacity while all the other
provinces had lesser percentages of receipts than
of seating capacity.

The average admission price excluding taxes
reached a new high of 40 cents in 1952 compared
with 38 cents in 1951. Quebec ranked first with an
average admission of 42 cents while Newfoundland
and Nova Scotia were the lowest at 32 cents. Rouyn
again led all Canadian cities with an average
admission price of 48 cents. The figures given in
table 3 for average admission price are based on
receipts, excluding taxes. In order to show the

MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES

average price paid by an indivisual for admission
to a theatre, the following figures, based on total
receipts including tuxes, are présented: —

Average Admission Price (Including Taxes)

CADTIRN 5. .o ver s Mgoenessacasscons Toassansrsssos s savsis 428 43¢
NewfounBlend, == . .l o o imersh volin omgeo a8 35¢
Prince Edward Island ..........ccccooevenicirieicirienn. 39¢
NoVA SEOEIRE, ... 0. 5 e ccoeriatosse Banae fhes enroassimnses o8 36¢
N BIMNSWICKIE. ;. % 8o, oo iiasstosers theaaarar o B asnsan ashss 38¢
BAIERE s ... oo W vl R, o 49¢
OOEAEIO| .. o n S L 45¢
MAanitabhai s Tt oo B i T s Bernraee 39¢
SaskatCheWan ... o.M v desssnnoesses sosansasaabiiobaess 41¢
AIDBTER ... bimrtvee st oo I owbe s a7 s o sea e o on 45¢
British Columbia ...........ccoociiirciiiceicnceciicce e snce o 48¢

The following table gives the principal sta-
tistics of motion picture theatres, by provinces and
for selected cities for 1952. Separate figures are
given for all cities in which four or more theatres
were in operation.

TABLE 3. Principal Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces and for
Selected Cities?, 1952
Province I:sot.‘agf Seating Receipts AnuSentont Number Potential Average Avena.ge2
and Wer- capacity (excluding toaos of paid number of |capacity |Admission
City L= taxes) admissions admissions | utilized | Price
$ $ % ¢
Canada.................. 1,843 | 954,813 (98,851,349 (12,308,148 | 247,732, 717 | 804,597,070 31 40
Newfoundland .............. 46 | 13,183 | 1,130,686 101, 328 3,614,719 9,454, 626 38 32
St. Johns .................. 6 5,478 590, 333 65, 493 2,020, 553 5,127, 408 39 29
Commer Brook............ 4 1,659 158, 185 21,115 436,059 15,379,852 3R 36
Other places. ............ 36 8,046 402, 218 14,720 1,158,107 2,947, 866 39 35
Prince Edward Island. 12 4,677 336, 700 53,330 992, 647 2,862,337 o 1) 34
Nova Scotis.................. 81 42,891 3,688,920 438, 448 11,413,480 37,416,697 31 32
Halifax. 10 8,841 | 1,138,724 132, 284 3,344,361 | 11,550, 396 29 34
Sydney ........... 5 362, 364, 404 43,059 1,168,638 BROL3NT12 39 31
Other places ............ 66 | 30,423 | 2,185,792 263, 105 6,900,481 | 22,852,589 30 32
New Brunswick............ 61 [ 29,704 | 2,527,474 271,455 7,369,181 | 22, 893,207 32 A
Moncton ..........c.eeuve. 4 3, 420 432,879 46,619 1,137,709 3,516,864 32 38
Saint John ................ 6 6, 036 682, 243 74,075 1,838,631 6,479, 448 2 37
Other places ............ 51 | 20,248 | 1,412,352 150, 761 4,392,841 | 12,898,895 34 32
Quebec............ccoveunnnn. 419 227,300 124,932,302 | 3,638,347 | 58,760,871 (200,336,323 29 42
Montreal ................... 72 [ 70,935 [12,335,494 | 1,804,338 | 27,952,866 | 98,428,025 28 44
Verdun ..... 4 3,780 540, 264 84,693 1,379,975 4,334, 466 29 39
Quebec..... 14 | 11,998 | 1,764,803 265,043 4,379,413 | 14,427,885 30 40
1 LT R 4 3,099 438, 761 63,172 1,185, 396 3,991, 416 30 37
1o, TR T DR 5 2,637 246, 563 37.076 512, 245 2, 376,576 22 48
Sherbrooke......... 5 4,280 524, 278 77.014 1,180,074 4,614,415 26 44
Three Rivers............ 4 3, 526 428, 415 57, 848 1,063, 521 3,412, 344 81 40
Other Places............ 311 127,046 | 8,653,724 ! 1,249,163 ! 21,107,581 ! 68, 251, 396 31 11
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TABLE 3. Principal Statistics of Motjon Picture Theatres, by Provinces and for
Selected Cities’, 1952 — Concluded

R-9

. No. of 2
Province e Receipts Number Potential Average |Average
and ﬁ?gaht_)- cie?zi:?tgr (excluding Am:;x:fénsent. of pald number of |capacity |Admission
City L e P taxes) admissions | admissions | utilized | Price
o $ $ % ¢
Ontario...........ceoceevienns 541 (350,423 (40,463,904 | 4,720,566 | 99,888 837 | 327,429,021 31 41
Toronto .........ccevuveeee. 113 96,282 | 12,685,024 1,510, 825 28,776, 545 95, 250, 432 30 44
Hamilton .................. 23 19,978 2, 585, 450 304,474 6,665,679 18,960,768 35 39
Ottawa ... ..oooeevvvvennes 19 17,953 2, 306, 556 273, 254 5,927,898 21, 000, 304 28 39
windsor ........ccoevveeeens 9 9,071 1,017, 342 118,059 2,446,615 12,085,320 20 42
London.........ooceverecenne 8 8,053 1, 397, 599 159, 600 2,981, 390 10, 158, 564 29 47
Kingston ......... 4 3,862 556, 626 66,111 1, 385,682 5,462, 808 25 40
Fort william ............ 6 4,716 565, 168 64,312 1, 286,033 6,074,952 21 44
Port Arthur .............. 4 3,639 510, 347 59,778 1,110, 287 5,367,024 21 46
St. Catharines.......... b 4,000 582, 865 69, 555 1, 524, 769 5, 354, 856 28 38
Sudbury ....ooooeeeeceenne 7 6,033 1,097, 261 131, 230 2, 410, 448 7,679, 880 31 46
Brantford ..........c.c.... ) 4,940 597,707 68, 585 1,490,008 6,041,412 29 40
Kitchener ................ 5 4,77 635,174 72,309 1,726,795 5,126, 680 34 37
Peterborough............ 4 3, 441 508, 501 S8k 1, 255, 856 4,219,176 30 40
4 3,663 455, 482 52,931 1,127,914 3,915, 288 29 40
4 3,713 394, 240 46, 759 987, 837 3,526, 848 28 40
4 3,001 523,618 60,092 1,323,349 4,6 253, 184 3 40
Sault Ste. Marie ...... 4 3,213 509, 254 58, 388 1,271, 143 4,316, 104 29 40
Timmins.............cc..oe. 4 3,805 480, 809 56, 454 1,218,745 3,561, 480 34 39
Owen Sound.... 4 2,418 227,703 26,664 622, 240 2,081,248 30 a7
Other places ............ 305 | 143,865 [ 12,827,178 1,462,609 34,349,604 | 102,982,693 33 37
Manitoba ...........ccceeeeees 143 61,341 4,812,497 519,361 13, 838, B1 44,541,240 31 33
Winnipeg ............... 36 | 27,499 | 3,145,602 | 378,948 | 8 162,954 | 29,654,430 28 39
Other places ............ 107 33,842 1,666, 805 140,613 5,675,977 14,886, 810 38 29
Saskatchewan .............. 197 | 64,853 | 4,479,432 253,177 | 11,356,363 | 38,177,013 30 39
Saskatoon ................ 6 5, 209 703, 576 50,328 1,883,683 8,290, 464 23 31
Regina 6 5,262 871,646 77,563 2,053,080 7,619, 352 27 42
Moose Jaw................ 4 2, 596 317,123 32,568 949,687 3, 225, 188 29 33
Other places ............ 181 51,786 2,587,087 92,718 6,670, 115 19,042,011 35 39
Alberta............cocoveeeeenn 180 | 68,303 6, 937,281 684,413 | 16,841,273 | 48,290,313 35 41
Edmonton.................. 14 11,121 2,030,763 201, 252 4,988,684 12, 170, 580 41 41
Calgary ....ooocooeeeeenne 14 10,832 1,945,094 203, 880 4,143,081 14,096, 732 29 417
Lethbridge................ 4 2,818 402, 562 37,391 954, 979 3, 299, 296 29 42
Other places ............ 148 43,734 2,558,872 241,892 6, 754, 529 18, 723, 707 36 38
British Columbia ........ 163 89,936 | 9,322,143 | 1,627,321 23,456,213 73,193,869 32 41
Vancouver ................ 39 351237 4,223,189 733, 428 10, 318,032 35,692, 057 29 41
Victoria ..........c.c....... ! 7,145 981, 175 171,803 2,148, 600 10,087, 896 21 46
New Westminster ... D 3,424 464, 508 81, 304 1, 180, 680 3,883,776 30 39
Other places ............ D12 44, 130 3,853, 271 640,786 9,808,901 23, 530, 140 42 39

1. Includes only those theatres located within the incorporated limits of the city.

2, Total receipts (excluding taxes) divided by number of admissions. No corrections are made for juvenile atten-

duncd, watinee and evening priges, eta.

Y mployment

by these theatres received $18,200,616 in salaries
and wages. The projectionists numbered 2,131 and
they were paid $6,259,606. Part-time theatres, those

During 1952 there were 16,869 persons employed
in motion picture theatres. Of this total 1,769 were
working proprietors and family members not receiving
a regular salary. The 15,100 paid employees, in-
cluding working executives of incorporated com-
panies, received $18,868,116 in salaries and wages,
The majority of paid employees were engaged in
“*full-time’’ theatres, those operating 300 days or
wore during the year. The 13,760 persons employed

operating

less than 300 days during the year,

employed 1,340 persons who received salaries and
wages amounting to $667,500. Projectionists in
these theatres numbered 390 and drew salaries
totalling $286,907.
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TABLE 4. Employment and Payroll, 1952

: Assistant ol
Peri%da of operation Total Total Projectionists projectionists All other employeas
ST TH employees) payroll (™o "T'o I Salaries | M.] F.| Salartes| M. | F. | salarics
$ $ $ $
Total, all theatres ...... 15,100 |18, 868,116 (2,118| 38 6, 185,368 351 | 14 | 361, 143 |6,335 (6, 244 |12, 321, 643
Full-time (operating 300
days and over):

Canadal --....-5.....oll.. 13, 760 (18,200,616 1, 830| 23 (5,917, 662|270 8| 341,944|5,842 |5, 18711, %41, 010
Newfoundland .........ccccoeuene 150 178,151 26| — 49,423| 13| — 10,523 52 59 118, 205
Prince Edward Island ........ 38 36, 500 5| — 8,468| 2| - 1,922 11 20 26,110
Nova Scotia .. = 587 622,176 72| 1| 163,285| 16} — 9,505 199 299 449, 386
New Brunswick -................. 430 430, 636 63| — 119,348 11| — 5,583 148| 208 305, 705
Quebec ... 3,250 3,868,842 465| 10| 980,520( 97| 3| §5,707/1,737| 938| 2,832,615
ODLATEO ...oovvevvvienrsmsacnnnnreobssens 5,909| 8,080,113 689| 8(2,752,665| 56| — | 155,771|2,702|2,454| 5,171,677
Manitoba .......... 902 924, 424 90| 1| 285,141 21} — 17,018 279 511 622, 265
Saskatchewan .............. 535 676, 554 82| — 229,778 10| — 9,008 172| 271 437, 768
MBEria "ML ...t 731| 1,080,921 125 2| 390,479| 14| 5| 14,137 229| 356 676, 305
British Columbia ............... 1,228 2,302,299 213 1| 938,555( 30| — 62,770| 313| 671| 1,300,974

Part-time (operating less
than 300 days):

Cangdal=s.~ ... % .2 1,340 667,500, 288 15| 267,706( Bi| 6| 19,201 493 457 380,593
Newfoundland ........cccccverene 22 13,372 3| - 40100 3|1 — 1, 300 12 4 8,062
Prince Edward Island ........ 8 3, 256 el - 2| — 884 3 3 2,312
Nova Scotis ......c.ccoovvvvecierinas 54 17,857 10| — 8,784 5| — 1,934 20 19 7.139
New Brunswick .................... 66 17, 461 11} — 6,817 4| — 358 22 29 10, 286
BICDe Gl M - 55w Shove - Soe s o B 229 115,097 60| 6 45,045| 14| 3 3,751 109 37 66, 301
(0} {1,070 i PR R SO 250 181, 900 42( 1 59,604 4| — 1,128 107 96 121,168
Manitoba .... 143 36, 417 35| 1 19,568 9| — 1,332 34 64 186, 517
Saskatchewan 258 86, T45 60| 4 35,441| 19| 1 2,257 80 94 49,047
Alberta ©...5w.......... 166 89,098 42| 3 47,234| 10| 2 2,154 44 65 39, 710
British Columbia ............... 144 106, 297 25| — 41,203} 11| — 4,103 62 46 60, 991

TABLE 35, Proprietors of Unincorporated Firms', 1952
Period of operation Total With salary Without salary
and province proprietors | yaje | Female | Salaries | Male Female
$
Total, all theatres ............ccocivmiiieniieiannnns 1,769 251 77| 642,136 922 519
Full-time (operating 300 days and over):

CRANATRY: . T e e e rronmee B 813 182 49| 562,646 379 203
Newfoundland ............. 6 2 = 1,724 2 2
Prince Edward Island . 5 1 — 84 4 -
Nova Scotia . b o 19 I - 2,080 13 5
New Brunswick . 18 2 - 4, 358 13 3
Quebec ......coreceeen 289 70 23| 217,730 119 77
Ontario ... 193 44 12| 165, 643 91 46
Manitoba ................ 59 9 - 25, 580 34 16
Saskatchewan 52 13 2 25,130 29 8
Alberta .......... 110 28 5 79,184 46 31
British Columbig .....ccoovivriicererercrre e e eeeee e 62 12 7 41,133 28 15

Part-time (operating less than 300 days):

CENAAR M., fzomsciin. o nosinvesih bion Moo cahosssaseoovesassse 9356 69 28 79,490 543 316
NewfOUNAIAMAL . 8. .ivivioiciasionronvsassssosnosssassoossonsoasans 46 4 2 5,059 34 6,
Prince Edward Island .... 12 - - — 9 !
Nova Scotia ...c..cccoeeinnnee 81 3 3 5, 200 17 8
INEWIEUNSWIGKEY J ol .. .0 b s 14 — — - 9 3
QUERET) e i e, . oo oo o590, Filiownon haass 758 212 18 i 19,199 125 62
BTG o Pl W .. Mg nas o veeossanas shaskbsnnansesnasons 110 11 ) 13,166 59 35
IAEUERIR BN, =SSt sa s vt s dhnae oovce s dMBaNncs sroernessasatonsnsonsaonssvaans 120 2 7 1,266 64 47
SRS OB WEIINE . L oec. . v ie oo aehonasssoacieastsanansnasiosasssones 211 20 2 18,594 109 80
A ost T e D W IS PR I el 136 6 1 8,662 80 49
BRI Sk COLOMIRE. ooov:- .- Fovvianneereiasiieessisiiei doriisans sosavimams 64 S 1 8, 354 31 2ol

1. Including family members not receiving a regular salary.
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I11 1952 theatres controlled by circuits operating
tour or more houses obtained 72% of total receipts
and 69% of admissions, although they formed only
38% of Canada’s 1843 regular theatres. Circuits in

Ownership

R-11

the 20-and-over class got 58% of the receipts and
54% of the admissions. There was little change in
the amount of business attributed to each of the
categories as compared with 1951,

TABLE 6. Motion Picture Theatres Classified According to Number of Establishments Under Same
Ownership, Canada 1930, 1940, 1952

Number of Receipts (excluding 3
olf“:ea;t:t?l(is'il)unrlzl:&; establishments .amusement taxes) Admissions
under same ownership
Number 9% Amount % Number A
$
1930
Total 915 100.0 38,130,100 100.0 - -
One 656 T1.7 15,1772, 000 41.4 - -
Two and three 92 10.1 6,390, 200 16.7 — -
Four and over........ 167 18.2 15,967,900 41.9 - -
1940
TOAL ...veereiecrseeseaerssssssansssnssasarsnsesanssans saven 1,229 100.0 37,474,122 100.0 | 151,590,799 100.0
O oo o 576 46.9 9, 319,639 24.9 43, 084, 387 28.4
Two and three 212 1573 4,085,878 10.9 19, 366, 119 12.8
Four to nineteen 148 12.0 4, 101, 564 10.9 17,519, 259 11.6
Twenty and over .. 293 29% 8 19,967, 041 53.3 71,621,034 47.2
1952
Total ........... 1, %43 100. 0 98, 851,349 100.0 | 247,732,717 100.0
One 930 50.5 19,854,322 20.1 55,535, 889 22.4
TWO ANA LhFee ..ecvermirccrriimeascorsresesnaenmsarrsnsrenns 209 L8 8, 030, 518 8.1 21,468, 886 8.7
Four to nineteen 237 12.9 13, 606, 650 13. 8 36, 734, 187 14.8
Twenty and over ....... 467 25.3 57, 359, 859 58.0 | 133,993,755 54.1

Ninety-one per cent of the 1,843 theatres oper-
ating in 1952 used 35 mm. projection equipment.
These 1,671 theatres had receipts of $98,322,322
compared with receipts of $529,027 obtained by the

172 theatres which used 16 mm. equipment. In 1951

16 mm. projectors.

there were 164 theatres out of a total of 1,808 using
The following table presents
some statistics of motion picture theatres by size
of projection equipment and provinces for 1952,

TABLE 7. Motion Picture Theatres by Size of Projection Equipment, by Provinces, 1952

Number of theatres Receipts Amusement ; el
using (excluding taxes) taxes Paid admissions
Province
35 mm, 16 mm, 35 mm, 16 mm, 35 mm. 16 mm, 35 mm. 16 mm,
equipment | equipment| equipment |equipment| equipment equipment | equipment equipment
$ $ $ $
Canada .......ccocvevearnnn. 1,671 172 | 98,322,322 | 529,027 | 12,249,963 | 58,185 | 246,279,531 | 1,433,186
Newfoundland.......ccceeennn 27 19 1,103, 541 47, 145 100, 589 739 3,466,774 147, 945
Prince Edward Island .... 12 — 336, 700 — 53, 530 ~ 992, 647 -
Nova Scotia ceeoceiciiivanenns 79 2 1 1 1 1 1 1
New Brunswick ... 57 4 1 1 1 1 1 1
QUEDEC wererrverrirenns 380 39 | 24,791,695 | 140,607 | 3,615,909 [ 22,438 | 58,402,533 358,338
Ontario ... 501 40 | 40,352,388 [ 111,516 | 4,707,419 | 13,147 | 99,558,551 330, 286
Manitoba ........... 135 8| 4,786,242 | 26, 255 ST Tl 1,790 | 13,774, 257 64, 674
Saskatchewan... 173 24 | 4,431,072 | 48,360 253N - 11,420,642 135, 923
Alberta ...coevonnerecenees 158 22| 6,872,819 ) 64,472 678, 748 5,667 | 16,636,146 205,127
British Columbia ...ccveees 149 14 | 9,438,298 | 83,845 1,613,679 | 13,642 23,266,693 189, 520

1. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals.
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PART 2.— DRIVE-IN THEATRES

The spectacular advances made by drive-in theatres in the field of motion picture entertainment from
1947 to 1952 is shown in the following table.

1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952
Number of drive-in theatres .... 7 15 30 62 82 104 ‘
Total capacity, cars ............. 5,438 9, 975 15, 924 31,523 40, 520 50, 497
Receipts (excluding taxes)..... | §$ 274,325 |$ 658,641 | $ 1,393,760 | § 2,290,679 | § 3,347,670 | $ 4,409, 426
TBXES vevevmcer resssssrriressmnenenns | 57,702 | $ 131,124 | $ 245,094 | $ ~ 300,028 | $ 406,611 |$ 540,390 1
Number of paid admiSsions ... 670,583 | 1,595,947 | 3,019,314 | 4,943,000 | 6,554,572 | 8,379,586

had no drive-ins, came up with 4 in 1952, Newfound-
land and Quebec remain the only provinces without
this type of entertainment.

There were 1,320 persons employed in drive-in
theatres in 1952 and these received $998,135 in
salaries and wages. Of the total employees, 124
were projectionists who received $288,321 for their
services.

Canada’s 104 drive-ins boosted their receipts to
$4,409,426 from $3,347,670 and collected $540,390
in amusement taxes as against $406,611 in 1951 and
entertained 8,379,586 persons as compared with
6,554,572. The lion's share of the 1952 business
went to Ontario’s 52 drive-ins which collected
$2,228,257 in receipts and $283,228 in amusement
taxes. New Brunswick, one of the provinces which

TABLE 8, Principal Statistics of Drive-In Theatres, by Provinces, 1952

No. of ]
_ No. of Receipts Number of
Province 'ifstgf’ - Cafit walk-in (excluding Amtuser:ent paid
wbnts pRGILY seats taxes) RS admissions
$ $
Canads - =i oo s T e 104 50, 497 1, 309 4, 409, 426 540, 390 8,379, 586
Newfoundland .....ccccccceeccvcenvernncas cenersaeen - — - - - —
Prince Edward Island .........ccceecrvenvnena. 2 1 ~ 1 1 1
NoVasSCORAN........0 v it ot sbatimt e renses 3 1 - 1 1 1
New Brunswick ... 4 1,915 310 78, 894 10,178 154, 776
Quebec ..........ccoeeuue - - - - - =
Ontario.......... 52 27,573 100 2, 228, 257 283, 228 4,196, 492
Manitoba ........... 7 4,521 — 388,380 50, 330 647,115
Saskatchewan .... 13 4, 269 150 371,097 12, 181 722, 661
Alberta ............ 8 3,945 225 619, 488 5838125 1,129, 440
British Columbia . 15 6, 104 524 688, 408 118, 080 1,377, 899

TABLE 9, Employment and Payroll, 1952

T Assistant
LR Total Total Projectionists projectionists All other employees
employees| payroll
M. F. | Salaries M. F. Salaries M. F. Salaries
$ $ $ $
Canada .................. 1,320 | 998,135 | 117 - 284, 634 7 — 3,687 790| 406| 709,814 (
Newfoundland ............ - — - - - — - - - - - ]
Prince Edward Island 1 1 — -~ - — — - 1 1 1 )
Nova Scotia ................ 1 1 - 1 — - - 1 1 1
New Brunswick .......... 36 15, 539 4 - 3,333 2 - 529 19 11 11,677
Quebec ............... - - - — - — — - - - -
Ontario ..... 681 489, 928 64 — 167, 429 2 - 1,740 409 206 320, 759
Manitoba ............. 162 87, 681 7 — 12, 701 - - - 92 83 74, 980
Saskatchewan .. 107 74, 759 11 — 18, 649 1 - 148 61 34 55, 962
AIDerta. ......feeoabedeloe. 117 | 126,629 9 — 20,512 2 - 1, 270 79 27| 104, 847
British Columbia ........ 172 | 190, 688 19 - 60, 395 - - - 123 30 |- <130,.293

1. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals.
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PART 3. — COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES

Thegs ad@Allisleisuts an coomgnlly Or ofrish
halls in which motion pictures are exhibited Dby
non-profit organizations such as churches, lodges,
Boards of Trade, Canadian Legion branches, etc.
Although a regular admission is charged in these
halls, they differ from regular theatres in that
members of the organizations operating them fre-
quently provide their services free of charge.

The number of community enterprises increased
from 632 in 1951 to 657 in 1952 and total receipts
amounted to $1,702,824, an increase of approxi-
mately 14% over the 1951 receints of $1,499,560.

Amuesndnts 'nas  gollagied o 18BE  tokmdiad
$96,314 compared with $72,675 collected m 1851,
Attendance at motion picture exhibition in these
halls was 5,363,564 in 1952 and represented 37%
utilization of potential capacity., The average
admission price, excluding taxes, was 32 cents in
1952 compared with 31 cents in 1951. The majority
of these community enterprises are located in
Quebec and Saskatchewan.

Most of the halls used 16 mm, projection equip-
ment but the 152 houses where 35 mm. equipment
was installed accounted for 58% of the receipts and
54% of the total admissions,

TABLE 10, Principal Statistics of Community Enterprises, by Provinces, 1932

ggis%t- Seatl Receipts | Amuse- | Number of | Potential | Ave.ca- | Ave. ad-
Province 115h- Cupacl;{v (excluding ment paid number of pacity missiqn

meits taxes) taxes admissions | admissions | utilized price

$ $ % ¢

Canada ....ccooonaneneas 637 | 130,194 | 1,702,824 06,314 | 5,363,564 | 14,603, 782 37 32
Newfoundland ........... 40 7,393 118,562 - 404,539 1,044,304 39 29
Prince Edward Island 3 650 6,777 - 24,356 47,600 51 28
Nova Scotia .-... 4 718 5,360 322 15,050 37, 200 40 36
New Brunswick % 1,280 11,939 1,141 42,956 88,530 49 28
Quebec ._..... 227 66, 579 51,112 67,067 1,718,667 5,545,394 31 30
Ontario ... 51 10, 548 114,825 2,356 346,058 903, 142 38 33
Manitoba ........ 25 5,426 89, 365 356 305, 136 756, 564 40 29
Saskatchewan . 176 34,528 488,702 - 1,502,061 3,903, 281 38 33
Alberta .e.ociiiciniinn. 87 16,408 197,686 16, 450 588,953 1,452,533 41 H
British Columbia ..... 37 6,664 152,496 8,622 415,788 825,234 50 37

1. Total receipts (excluding taxes) divided by number of admissions. No corrections are made for juvenile attend-
ance, matinee and evening prices, etc,

TABLE 11, Percentage Distribution of Community Ent
by Provinces, 1

grbgzrises by Size of Projection Equipment,

Number of Receipts
community % of total Pal% :;:uzléts:llons
e enterprises using (excluding taxes)
35 mm. 16 mm. 35 mm. 16 mm. 35 mm. 16 mm.
equipment equipment equipment equipment equipment equipment
CANAAR oot e s e 152 505 571.7 42.3 54.1 45,9
Newfoundland .c......ccccccceennnvvesnnrenssnnees 4 36 56. 2 43.8 55,4 44.6
Prince Edward Island ... 3 - 100.0 - 100.0 -
NOvVA SCOLIR  aveenrrrcrnmrircssserrancrecsrnninine = 4 - 100.0 = 100.0
New Brunswick ... 1 6 19. 3 80.7 18.6 81.4
QUEDBEC  oeeeieeeeescerereansnec e sens conenesansoanass 28 199 59.0 41.0 Sle. 1 48.9
@REATAD: . o.veeseasvossanannsarssesosasorsuasssases assnssss 2 49 24.1 75.9 17.1 82.9
MANILODA ccn.veeeccieacceeccennecceseresnassnnensans 22 3 92.5 TS 90.8 9.2
MSKACCh@WAN .o...icviiiiussssssssesamassassansesass 60 116 64.9 35 11 61.9 38.1
Alberta o e 21 66 48.8 512 46.5 S8L.5
BRikISh Columbia ....coccvimvinicsssosisanecncass 1 26 51.1 48.9 55.3 44 .7
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PART 4.-— HALLS SERVICED BY ITINERANT EXHIBITORS

Exhibitors using portable equipment and showing
moving pictures in more than one town or village
are classed as itinerant exhibitors in this report.
In 1952 there were 158 of these operators giving
performances in 812 halls across the country. This
compares with 167 operators servicing 791 halls in
1951, Total receipts amounted to $495,584 in 1952

$30,446. The number of paid admissions fell off
from 1,611,626 in 1951 to 1,487,420 in 1952 but the
average admission price increased from 30 cents
in 1951 to 33 cents in 1952.

Two of these exhibitors reported the use of a
35 mm. projector, all the others used 16 mm. pro-

not including amusement taxes which totalled jection equipment.
TABLE 12. Principal Statistics of Halls Serviced by Itinerant Exhibitors, by Provinces, 1952
Receipts Number of Average!
Province gf“g‘:ﬁ; (excluding Arrtlg:;nent paid admission
taxes) admissiqns price
$ $ ¢
C AN 0 ST, oo e e R s SURT e 812 495,584 30,446 | 1,487,420 k<
INEETBANAIANA 3 85.....0ocauomsccncisssisaasaasessseas soas sssnsa cnnsosrestan 247 86,731 - 253, 109 34
Rrince HAWREAIBMRNE, . ccco o ioitinnee sorbossnsabaassasansasusncs 17 8, 160 935 29, 569 28
INOORSEOUIRN. st .- bhor s Bhevis sonestee s Mites savacessinss ovatiTanns eravss 69 26,478 3,962 95, 830 28
INEWAEEINSWICHE L. 2l ii Sty nsitonsss e icacanonasasis - - -3 = =
Quebet .......cccneien 70 21, 105 2,580 63,414 33
ONEREID  .coeeecoieeraeoseiastsnass sasssesnsassnassassonsanaans sevsss svsantasanas e 169 121, 100 12,001 356, 527 34
i e e | N 39 29,942 1,422 1138735 26
Shskatolewan io B T, 0 el e e e i o 87 89, 044 - 259,578 34
Alberta .....cccoceecrerns 85 81,732 5,875 2217, 306 36
BRTISIIC OIMHIRMAY 7= . cche oo -T50 o0 8 T sens cTn e, pans sohrdsisdisTTismasve 29 31,202 3,661 88,352 35

1. Total receipts (excluding taxes) divided by number of admissions. No corrections are made for juvenile attend-

ance, matinee and evening prices, etc.

PART 5.~ FILM EXCHANGES

There were 36 film exchange companies oper-
ating in 1952 and through their 129 offices located
across the country they distributed film to Canadian
users. Film exchanges handled a volume of business
amounting to $33,979,599 in 1952, almost 13%
higher than the 1951 level of $30,118,713. Of the
total receipts in 1952, $32,911,042 was from rentals
of films for commercial as well as non-commercial
exhibition. Rentals of 16 mm, film brought in
$2,281,540 in 1952. This figure covers receipts from
1;1enta.ls for both theatrical and non-theatrical ex-
hibition.

New films of all types released during 1952
numbered 5,189, of which 3,816 were for theatrical

use on a commercial basis. Table 14 shows the clas-
sification of new films by type, size and language.

Segregation of the 1,666 new feature films
released in 1952 as to country of origin was as
follows:

UnitediStates W o e b oo Biiiiennren 1, 223
France ... 283
Great Brit8in ........ccccccnriincmivnenarincisssracicnmaninaserans 97
Canada s L W ) ERER L 3
Ttally ... % B 21
@bher countnies) . ... . 00 i icciitaiscmioassasssonaassase 19

Total new feature films ...........coccccceiniiine 1,666

Of the total new features released 1,396 were
in black and white and 270 were in colour.

TABLE 13. Principal Statistics of Film Exchanges in Canada, 1934, 1940 to 1952

Number Nugnrber A:fe:ng‘;al :;emek;er Salaries and Wages Receipts
Year of com- exchange
panies | offices | Male | Female Male Female |Film rentals | Advertising| Other Sources
$ $ $ $
- 60 | 344 230 923, 400 7,370,200" 2 2
— 72 442 296 810, 407 413,095 | 11, 445, 167 385, 504 50, 224
- 69 415 347 832,400 434,281 | 12,368,446 373, 349 6,157
- 78 414 381 | 1,072, 289 410,654 | 13,892,093 370, 740 Sn., 011
- 87 409 498 | 1,070,014 614, 247 | 15, 163, 355 339, 891 48,031
23 88 420 490 | 1,189, 821 654,376 | 16,516,073 346,636 95,765
23 86 530 587 | 1, 303, 009 688,667 | 17,490, 264 358, 250 127,953
26 91 505 449 | 1,440,177 668,997 | 18,652,892 370, 250 124,433
29 114 548 545 | 1,664, 348 752,867 | 19, 464, 706 429,455 224,908
29 118 623 596 | 1,797,045 866, 059 | 21, 591, 712 443,645 213,153
37 119 590 534 | 1,907,769 828, 052 | 24,893,657 475,424 410, 368
36 118 564 572 | 1,956,088 940, 534 | 26,800,789 487,392 409,699
33 1529 1,120 3,071,545 29, 225, 867 551,048 341, 798
36 129 582 618 | 2,066,494 | 1,062,033 32,911, 042 567, 144 501,413
.

1. Includes receipts from advertising and other sources.

2. Included with **Film rentals’’.
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TABLE 14. Type, Size and Language of New Films Released, 1952

R-15

iotal

. ; ] tnglish bPrencl Otaer
type and size of film lan;&ges language language languages
Total, All Types
16 BN, oo et esr e e n e e ear e 3, 563 3, 295 261 T
K I 1 - OO 1, 626 1, 280 301 35
Features:
16 MM oo e 954 739 203 B,
35 MM e 712 462 223 i
Short Subjects:
Cartoons
16 MM. oot 650 650 - -
BBNTIM G <vovvs abamsunsvonsusmnesivsoassssvaassastanes omatisnss s yoaaronst 202 199 3 -
Newsreels
16 MM. i 659 636 23 -
. B e e e e ——— 166 394 72 -
T
16 IR, oo e 1, 300 1,270 30 -
35 MM. e e e 246 235 3 8
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PART 6.— NATIONAL FILM BOARD ACTIVITIES

In addition to its primary duty of presenting the
Canadian scene at home and abroad through infor-
mation films, the National Film Board coordinates
the film activities of federal government depart-
ments. Both its own and sponsored productions are
distributed through rural circuits, provincial and
community libraries, commercial theatres and

television outlets in Canada. The Board alsc
distributes its own and sponsored productions
internationally through the Canadian Posts, Educa-
tional institutions and theatrical and televisiun
outlets abroad. Through the courtesy of the Board
the following statistics relating to the operation in
the year ending 31 March, 1953, are presented.

Production

The 1952-53 production activities consisted of
143 major films, 61 news stories, 5 newsclips and
5 trailers. The 143 major productions in 1952-53
consisted of 78 English-language films, 64 French-
language films and 1 foreign language film of which
104 were in black and white, The remainder were in
colour. 114 films were made under the Board's

production appropriation and 29 were sponsored by
other government departments.

The programme in its entirety covered a broad
range of educational and cultural subjects from
agriculture, industry and labour, health and welfare,
to citizenship, community life and creative arts.

Theatrical and Television Distribution in Canada

ROYAL JOURNEY, a full-length documentary
colour film on the visit to Canada of Her Majesty
the Queen (then Princess Elizabeth) and the Duke
of Edinburgh, continued its theatrical run during
the year. It was booked 701 times for a total of
1,718 days in some 580 communities across Canada.
As of March 31, 1953 this film has now been booked
1,189 times since its release in December 1951,

47 films were released in the series of theatrical
short subjects, CANADA CARRIES ON, EYE WIT-
NESS, SPECIALS AND VIGIE, which are distributed
in both English and French Versions to Canadian
theatres. During 1952-53, N.F.B. films on subjects
of national and topical interest were booked 8,644
times and shown for a total of 20,756 days.

In addition, 169 films and filmstrips were booked
229 times for television use,

Non-Theatrical Distribution in Canada

The Board maintains reglonal offices in each of
the provinces and sub-offices in many of the larger
cities. A staff of 61 representatives co-operates
with provincial agencies to promote, organize and
guide community film services. In this way films and
filmstrips are distributed as widely as possible
throughout the whole of Canada.

During the year, Canadians attended 183,205
showings of 16 millimetre (non-theatrical) films
distributed by the National Film Board —an increase
of 21.2 per cent over the previous year.

Audiences at these screenings totalled 13,250,227
an increase of 14.1 per cent over the previous year,
These figures do not include screenings of films

purchased by business establishments, health and
agricultural organizations, provincial govemment
departments and other groups for their own use.

Films distributed through the Board’s rural
programs reached about 6,000,000 persons; the
balance of the total audience—approximately
7,000,000 persons—attended screenings of films
borrowed from national, provincial and local li-
braries and depots. There is now a total of 404
such libraries and depots as compared with 334 one
year ago. Film Councils, which have increased from
343 to 351, extend the work of the film libraries by
bringing local groups together in joint planning and
action relating to film services and the development
of effective film use. Approximately 4,277 rural
centres now have regular showings of film circuit
programs.

Service to Schools

Through the co-operation of universities and
provincial departments of education, the Board's
films and filmstrips are distributed to rural and
urban schools. During the year there were 42,403

showings of National Film Board films to total
audiences of 2,990,980 in rural schools and 33,855
showings to total audiences of 2,682,570 in urban
schools.

International Distribution

The total number of television bookings for
1952-53 was 1,799.

There were 16,159 theatrical bookings of
National Film Board films in 15 countries reported
during the year,

The Board's films were also distributed abroad
through 56 posts of the Department of External
Affairs and Trade and Commerce; and through
universities, schools and other educational agencies.
There were 91,752 such showings to total audience
of 11,072,210,

L
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