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NOTICE

The annual reports prepared by the Industry and Merchandising Division of the Bureau
of Statistics are divided into 3 volumes, as follows: Volume 1- The Primary Industries,
including mining, forestry and fisheries; Volume Il — Manufacturing; Volume Il — Merchan-
dising and Services,

Volume IT consists of the following parts with individual trade reports listed under
each:

Part 1~ Wholesale Statistics

A —Wholesale Trade, 25¢
*B — Operating Results of Food Wholesalers, 25¢
*C - Operating Results of Dry Goods, Piece Goods and Footwear
Wholesalers, 25¢
*D— 1 Operating Results of Automotive Parts and Accessories
Wholesalers, 25¢
2 Operating Results of Drug Wholesalers, 25¢
3 Operating Results of Hardware Wholesalers, 25¢
4 Operating Results of Plumbing and Heating Supply
Wholesalers, 25¢
5 Operating Results of Household Appliance & Electrical
Supply Wholesalers, 25¢

Part 11— Retail Statistics

E — General Review —(Discontinued)
F — Retail Trade, 50¢
G — Retail Chain Stores, 50¢
*H — Operating Results of Food Store Chains, 25¢
* I — Operating Results of Clothing Store Chains, 25¢
*J — 1 Operating Results of Variety Store Chains, 25¢
2 Operating Results of Drug Stores Chains, 25¢
3 Operating Results of Furniture Store Chains, 25¢
K — Operating Results of Independent Food Stores, 25¢
L - Operating Results of Independent Clothing Stores, 25¢
M — Operating Results of Independent Hardware, Furniture, Ap-
pliance and Radio Stores, 25¢
N — Operating Results of Filling Stations & Garages, 25¢
O — 1 Operating Results of Independent General Stores, 25¢
2 Operating Results of Independent Restaurants, 25¢
3 Operating Results of Independent Fuel Dealers, 25¢
4 Operating Results of Independent Drug Stores, 25¢
5 Operating Results of Independent Jewellery Stores, 25¢
6 Operating Results of Independent Tobacco Stores, 25¢
P — Retail Consumer Credit, 25¢

Part 111 —- Services and Special Fields

Q — Laundries, Cleaners and Dyers, 25¢

R — Motion Picture Theatres, Exhibitors and Distributors, 25¢
S—Hotels, 25¢

T —Sales Financing, 25¢

U — Farm Implement and Equipment Sales, 25¢

V — New Motor Vehicle Sales and Motor Vehicle Financing, 25¢
W~ Advertising Agencies (Memorandum), 10¢

X — Motion Picture Production (Memorandum), 10¢

The reports are punched to permit of filing In a ring binder.

*Biennial reports — not issued for 1954,
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Apart from an increase of 32 in the number of
regular theatres in operation, the only statistics in
the following table which show a general increase
are those relating to drive-in theatres, There were
56 more drive-in theatres in Canada in 1954 than
in the previous year. Receipts, excluding taxes, at
drive-in theatres increased from $5,862,920 in 1953
and paid admissions increased from 11,134,788,

For Canada as a whole, the number of all types
of theatres and halls was down 83. Receipts, ex-
cluding taxes, were down 3.3%, attendance was

down 8.5%. Most of the decrease in receipts was
due to a decrease in paid admissions at regular
theatres. These fell from 241,182,726 in 1953 and
receipts fell from $100,889,361. A decrease of 147
oceurred in the number of halls serviced by itin-
erant operators and receipts and paid admissions
fell from $458,562 and 1,381,655 respectively.

Considerable information on the operation of
the four tynes of motion picture entertainment and on
film distribution is contained in this report. There
is also a section on the activities of the National
Film Board.

Summary of Motion Picture Theatre Exhibition in Canada, 1954

Total

Ttem all types

Painber o chegiins o IBUY L L

Hacoipts (excluding taxes) . e, &
Amusement taxes
Number of paid admissions

105, 515, 563
12,975, 256
237, 264, 894

Regular Drive-in Community Hf‘);lsmsr?;:;:fd

Theatres Theatres Fnterprises operators
ATl 1,938 230 645 658
97,012,140 6,316,947 1,800,794 385, 682
12,098,922 721, 630 128, 515 26, 189
218, 508, 653 12, 380, 246 5, 269, 925 1,106, 076

The per cupite expenditure on motion pictures dropped slightly. Alberta and British Columbia continued

to head the list.

Per Capita Expenditure® on Motion Picture Entertainment, Canada and the Provinces,
for Selected Years

Province 1943 1946 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954
- K3 s TR $ s $ $ $
Canada............cccoverreerinvirarsronnneenns 5, 61 6. 13 6. 89 .12 W2 8.21 8,30 7. 80
Newfoundland ..........cccovveiiimneeiirencnnins - — 2,69 2.93 3.82 3.90 4,03 4.43
Prince Edward Island ... 3. 35 3.17 3..82 3.79 3.94 4,01 4,06 4,82
NOVE SCOIA ... ieivrerereienrerisasaceneenennnes 6. 68 6.44 5,38 551 6.08 65511 T35 T 52
New BrulsSwicK.. .....covecemeriemrenimcniivenees 4,53 4,79 4,44 4.40 4,99 5. 52 6. 02 5,86
QUEDEC .. .cvieeiirii e reeeeesereaeesecrsemiees s ssaons 4,21 4,73 5.74 6. 20 6.51 6. 99 7. 00 6. 04
ONEATIO . e ier e ceecrearecereemrnesmerrasser s 6.97 7.56 8.94 9,11 9,80 10. 06 9,67 8.85
Manitoba ..., 4.81 5.88 6. 20 6. 20 7.01 7| 7.74 7.81
SasKatChewan ... .oooovevveerieoreccccnnncriviinnes 3531 4,39 4,67 4,84 5. 61 6.76 7.07 7.63
Alberta. ..ooeeviiernennene 5a2d 5.88 6. 77 7.18 7.79 8.87 9,73 10,39
Brisish Columbia? ...oovvveeeesseienereseen: 8.29 8,10 8,59 8, 47 9,29 9.94 | 10.56 | 10.13

|. Eased on total receipts of regular theatres, drive-ins, community enterprises and halls serviced by itinerant

Ol il OorS.

Pty

Including Yukon and Northwest Territories,
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GRAPHIC REYWIEW OF THEATRE STATISTIES
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MCTION PICTURE THEATRES, EXHIBITORS AND DISTRIBUTORS R-T

PART I— MOTION PICTURE THEATRES, 1954

Thiz st dewds speaifzally with regular motion
picture theatres, and provincial and city detail is
furnished in tables,

Data with respect to regular theatres, introduc-
ed in the first summary table presented, are broken
down in Tables 1 and 2 to show provincial detail.
Employment and payroll information is added. There
was an increase of 208 male employees compared
with 1953 and a decrease of 190 female emnloyees,
Total salaries and wages increased by $135,924 in
1954 over the 1953 figure.

Ontario had 15 less theatres in operation.
Newfoundland made a gain of 9, Quebec gained 15,
New Brunswick lost one, Alberta gained 10, and the

other provinces made small gains or the number of
theatres remained unchanged.

Provincial changes in receipts ranged from an
increase of 14.5% in Prince Edward Island to a
decrease of 11.4% in Quebec. New Brunswick, the
central provinces and British Columbia showed
decreases, while the remaining provinces had in-
creased receipts at regular theatres. The largest
decrease in paid admissions occurred in Ontario,
where these were 11,159,664 less than in 1933.
Quebec followed with 8,873,405 less and British
Columbia had 1,749,718 less. The largest increase
in attendance was in Alberta, where slightly under
700,000 more admissions were sold in 1954 than in
1953.

TABLE 1. Summary Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces, 1954

Fmployment and payroll
Nuniber of Receipts . : Nunber of
Province establish- | (excluding Ar..g:f:.sent paid Salaries
lents taxes) admissions vale |Female and
wages
B $ s $
Canada...........coocvvvveeeiienn. 1,938 | 97,012,140 | 12,098,922 | 218,508,633 | 9,233 | 6,533 | 20, 154,337
Howfoundland ......oooveveeeiiieieeinnes 67| 1,301,452 217,255 3, 540, 090 134 65 221,622
“rince Fdward Island . 14 397, 529 67,871 [,011,358 28 21 47,171
iHova Scotia.eeiennne 8¢ | 4,283,840 471,€50 | 11,331,485 a8t 339 793, 069
ivew Brunswick.. 62 2,675,844 303, 789 7,100, 849 257 247 493, 370
Quebec . ...vvane 454 | 22,506, 182 3, 352,526 46,742, 231 2,454 1, 047 4, 204,372
Ontario.... 521 | 37,269,532 | 4,403,305 | 82,188,424 | 3,632 | 2,651 8, 334, 346
Manitoba ... 154 [ 5,169,144 592,873 13,581, 368 502 513 1,076, 863
Saskatchew 206 5,053, 250 308,416 12,166, 221 512 397 879,420
Alberta... o 201 8,464, 959 814, 584 17,947, 049 565 498 1,393,868
British Columbla ...................... 178 | 9,890, 408 1, 56€,653 | 22,899,578 770 755 | 2,710,236
t. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories,
TADLE 2, Receipts of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces, 1948 to 1954
(Excluding amusement taxes)
Province 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954
% $ 3 $ 3 3 s
Canada.................. 69, 657,248 | 77,419,472 |82, 707,762 | 90,986,110 | 98, 851,349 | 100, 889,361 (97,012,140
Newfoundland .............. - 820,107 863, 734 1,098,611 1,150,686 1,174,724 1,301,452
Prince Edward 1sland 281, 995 280, 631 286, 334 313, 090 336, 700 347, 294 397, 529
Nova Scotia... 2,738,331 3,109,262 | 3,266,536 | 3,454,965 [ 3,688, 92C 4,177,407 | 4,283,840
New Brunswnck . 1,993,102 | 2,048,091 | 2,053,595 2,307,605 | 2,527,474 2,724,148 | 2,675,844
Quebec.... 16,405,929 | 19,240,015 | 21,310,810 | 22,629,851 | 24,932,302 | 25,405,212 | 22,506,182
Ontario...... 29, 523,367 | 31,862,708 | 34,083, 166 | 38,052, 587 | 4,463,904 | 39,570,781 |37, 269, 532
Manitoba .......... 3,709,443 | 4,235,223 | 4,197,205 | 4,604,683 | 4,812,497 5,030,045 | 5,169,144
Saskatchewan.. .. | 3,220,907 | 3,360,125 | 3,505,695 | 3,738,865 | 4,479,432 3,583,073 | 5,053, 250
Alberta......cocvvieereesianinne 4,245, 121 4,924, 371 5, 314, 331 6,044,996 | 6,937,291 7,676,634 | 8,464,959
tritish Columbial ...... 7,539,053 | 7,538,939 | 7,826,356 | 8,740,857 | 9,522,143 10, 200, 043 | 9,890,408

Note. Prior to 1949 receipts from community enterprises were included here,

I. Including Yukon and Northwest Territaries,



Changes in seating capacity during 1954 were
negligible, being less than 1% of the total for
Canada. Potential capacity, which is the sum of the
number of seats in each theatre multiplied by the
number of performances, was down about one-half
of one percent, For Canada, utilized capacity was
down 2% and the trend was approximately the same
in each province. Generally, the trend in cities was
downward, Saint John, N.B., Lethbridge, Alberta,
and Victoria, B.C. being exceptions and showing a
slight increase in utilized capacity. The cities
fhown in Table 3 had four or more theatres in onera-
ion.

Receipts in Ontario, Alberta and British Co-
lumbia accounted for approximately 38%, 9% and 11%
respectively of total receipts for Canada. In each
case the ratio of seating capacity in the province
to the total for Canada was somewhat less than the
ratio of receipts to total receipts for Canada. In the
remaining provinces the opposite was the case,

MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES

Quebec receipts amounted to about 22% while seat-
ing capacity was about 25%. Finally, the last col-
umn of Table 3 indicates admission prices have in-
creased 2 or 3 cents over the year and the summary

immediately below shows the figure including taxes. .

Average Admission Price (Including Taxes)

Ganada' b ¥ U TR I st W 50¢
Newfoundland ..............ococoviiiiiiiienrierererenn, 43¢
Prince Edward Island ............cc.ocooeeeeeiene.o. 46¢

Quebec
Ontario

Alberta

TABLE 3. Principal Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces and for

Selected Cities!, 1954

: No. of .

Province d Receipts Number Potential |Average | A 2
and elsigx?- cs:gat‘gfy (excluding Am&s}&gent of paid number of capacgy advr:'gsgi(nn
city e taxes) admissions | admissions |utilized price

$ $ % ¢

Canada ....cce..... | 1,938 | 984,907 [97,012,140 | 12,098,922 | 218,308,653 | 814,499,074 27 44
Newfoundland .............. 67 17,872 | 1,301,432 217,233 3,540,000 10,981, 718 32 37
Prince Edward Island.. 14 5,331 397,529 67,871 1,011,358 3,186,499 32 39
Nova Scotia....... SR 8 43,636 | 4,283,840 471,650 | 11,331,485 | 37,601,629 30 38
Halifax ... 10 8,841 1,437,638 153,650 3,267,419 11,071,398 30 44
Sydney ...... 5 3,624 410, 520 48,564 1,074, 278 2,937,538 an 38
Other place 69 31,168 2,435,682 269,436 6,987,788 23,592,699 30 35
New Brunswick............ 62 30,140 | 2,673,844 303,789 7.100, 849 | 23,292,718 30 38
Saint John ...ecceeereeen 6 5,843 713, 447 86, 506 1,814,897 5,924, 568 K1) | 39
Other places ............ 56 24,297 1,962,397 217,283 5,285,952 17,363, 150 30 37
(717721 17 OO, 451 | 242,881 | 22,506,182 | 3,332,526 | 46,742,231 | 205,413,214 23 48
Montreal.....ccecmaeeeeeee 73 71,953 | 10,156,041 1,498,520 19,701,790 96,636,481 20 52
QUEDEC aeuunecerccaaacccaans 14 11,998 1,898,985 276,491 3,918,411 17,138,758 23 48
ROUYDr:. & . ccoeeacinnizmiaae 5 2,646 272,495 39, 573 530,350 2,584,608 21 51
Sherbrooke ....a...e... 5 4,276 510,366 16,855 892,749 4,173,663 21 G|
HRl . L i 4 3,071 343, 147 52,189 748,648 3,927,768 19 46
Three Rivers........... 4 3, 59b 409, 153 56,771 922,509 3.147,768 29 44
D/ o 111 1] i R 4 3,780 458,688 72,744 904, 266 4,834,466 19 ol
Other places ...c.cem. 342 | 141,632 8,457,307 1,279,383 19,123,508 | 72,969,702 26 44
ODLATEO .ooeeeeceiieirearnnananes 521 | 341,701 | 37,269,532 | 4,403,303 82,188,424 | 317,038,383 26 43
TORGTILO! coc e coeeacssesivecves 106 91,653 | 11,719,479 1,446,404 22,972,208 | 90,914,811 25 51
HamiltOl..cveeseecemcnens 23 19,741 2,173, 281 237,593 4,362,168 18,248,576 24 50
OUAWNAY oo ceeeseossnoiin 19 17,145 | 2,243,850 261, 251 5,190, 468 19,401,135 27 43
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TASLE 5. Prmcipal Statistics of Motion Picture Theatres, by Provinces and for
Selected Cities!, 1934 — Concluded
; No. of . . 2
Province i : Receipts Number Potential Average | Average
and elsi?ﬁt: (:S:a:gfy (excluding Amg:f;“:m of paid number of [capacity |admission
city ménts P taxes) = admissions admissions |utilized price
$ 3 % ¢
Ontario — Concluded.
Windsor......ccoeveeeene 9 8,717 862,384 102,423 1,935,114 | 10,275,504 19 45
London...... 8 8,012 | 1,229,930 155,901 2,405,308 | 10,336,092 23 51
Sudbury.. ... 7 6,033 | 1,056,958 1255331 2,038,834 7,430, 592 27 52
Fort William. 6 4,716 553, 146 62,651 ISR, 22 6,059,352 19 49
Brantford ..... 5 4,940 461,547 53,909 1,017,075 6,041,412 17 45
Kitchener..... 5 4,717 642,903 74,407 1,475,339 5,126,680 29 44
St, Catharine 5 4,008 492,740 56,698 Ipl9) ;7T 5,364,840 22 41
Kingston...... 4 3,862 495,307 57,422 1,117,671 5,462,308 | 20 44
Oshawa......... 4 3,159 489,315 | 57,570 1,073,343 3, 125 200 29 46
Owen Sound .... 4 2,418 264,200 | 30,958 601,054 1,845, 168 33 44
Peterborough .. 4 3,441 489,920 | 55,101 1,119, 245 4,783, 584 23 44
Sault Ste. Mari 4 3,274 583,818 69,492 1,310,327 4,583,438 29 45
Other places .......... 308 | 155,805 [13,510,754 | 1,555,588 | 33,257,881 |117,443,141 28 41
Manitoba.....c...coeenearaannna 154 64,274 5,169,134 592, 873 13,581,368 | 47,185,870 ‘ 29 38
]
Winnipeg....... 35 26,773 3,321,461 434,793 7,770,850 31,143,594 25 13
Other places 119 | 37,496 | 1,847,683 153,080 5,810,518 | 16,042,276 36 32
Saskatchewan .............. 206 | 68,212 | 5,053,250 308,416 | 12,166,221 | 40,013,730 30 42
PRcing .o....ocoisisiadis q 6,095 | 1,070,289 36,104 2,342,613 8,056,880 29 16
Saskatoon 6 6,193 912,323 68,012 2,013,171 8,123,700 25 45
Other places .....c.... 193 | 56,924 | 3,070,638 154,300 7,810,437 | 23,833,170 33 39
201 | 78,018 | 8,464,939 814,584 | 17,947,049 | 54,391,366 33 37
16 | 12,980 | 2,540,577 238, 521 5,006,476 | 15,063,880 33 51
14 10,933 2,303,135 241,687 4,145,061 13,965,060 | 30 56
4 2,818 465,475 46,660 1,031,792 3,299,29% 31 45
167 | 51,287 | 3,155,772 287,716 7,763,720 | 22,063,130 35 41
178 92,642 9, 890,498 1,566,653 22,899,578 15,393, 927 30 47
37 34,338 4,295,479 703,421 9,710, 383 37,660,688 26 44
1 7,145 1,024,920 165,754 2,089,942 7,873,696 21 49
Jdew Westmins 5 3,424 451,911 74,294 1,047,579 3,879,096 217 43
Other places ............ 123 46,377 3,961,700 611,463 9,817,270 255155611311 38 40
Yukon & Northwest n
Territories............ a 1,358 156,398 11,721 234,404 424, 316 55 67

1. Includes only those theatres located within the incorporated limits of the city.
2. Total receipts(excluding taxes)divided by nuaver of admissions. No corrections are made for juvenile attendance,

rmatinee and evening prices, etc.
3. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories.

Emnloyment

Tables 4 and 5 give information relative to
2mnloyment, nayrolls and proprietors. Generally,
ime statistics of theatres nperating 300 days and
ogvor indicate an increase in salaries paid and an
increase in total employees. A smaller number of

projectionists was hired. With resnect to theatres
operating less than 300 days, salaries paid fell
slightly as did the number of employees including
projectionists. The net result was an increase in
emnloyment and salaries paid.
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TABLE 4, Employment and Payroll, 1954

sl b A Assistant LA
Period of operation Total Total Projectionists projectionists All other employe¢s
and province eriployees| payroll ;
M, F,| Salaries | M, | F. | Salaries | M, k. Salaries
T'B . $ g $
Total, all theaters .......... 15, 768 120, 154,337%|2,107| 20|(6,343,748(318| 8| 182,193 6, 810 6,505 13, 428, 396
Full-time (Operating 300
days and over)

Canatda cop i gmmtisan . 14,386 (19, 387,799 1,809 | 11 (6,208, 942|220 3| 157,133 6,329 6,014 (13, 021, 722
Newfoundland 172 210,616 32| - 65,498 12( — 5, 269 67 61 139, 849
Prince Fdward Island ........ 41 40, 742 6| — 9,602 2| - 15 1863 15 18 29, 987
Nova Scotia... . N 670 770, 462 78| — 198, 191 11| — 38, 489 257| 324 533, 782
New ;5runsw1ck ..... 454 468, 649 60 — 140,636 8| — T, 247 161 225 320,736

..... 3,292 4,091,989 448| 5(1,039,885(102| — 69,093|1,738| 999| 2,983,011

..... 5,986| 8,093,924 545| 1(2,728,037| 29 L 12, 691,02, T (12, 588 | 45, 358,11'96

g 862 (,008,349| 107| — 328,344 19| - 9,150 295( 441 670,855

Saskatchewan 634 782, 004 87| 1 260,565 16| 1 5,028| 240| 289 516,411

Alberta... 879| 1, 305, 916 1331 3| 438,934 1l 1 4,313( 316| 415 862, 669

British Columbia .............. 1,396 2,615,148 213] 1 999, 250| 10| ~— 4,672, 463 T09| 1,611,226
Fart tirme (operating
less than 300 days)

Canada ................ccoovere.. 1,382 766,338 | 298| 9| 334,806| 98| 5| 25,058 481 491 406, 674
Newfoundland .......... 27 11, 006 6| — 3,920 6| — 990 11 4 6, 096
Prince Edward Island 8 6,429 2 = Jalyi2 1] - 260 2 3 2,997
Nova Scotia,.... 4 o 50 22,607 12| - 11,905 4| — 1,444 19 15 9.2258
New Brunswick.. 50 24,721 tLy — 10, 446 3| — 563 14 22 13 VL2
OT1(] 1 T N S L S 209 112, 383 60| 4 56, 749| 22| — 4, 229 84 39 51,405
GNRaS. .. .l Al@l), . 291 240, 422 48 1 91,6961 10 3 33 T 123 Isl2 145, 010
LAYBROhA -............com. Wt 153 68, 514 35| — Jne8sl 7 1 1, 468 39 Tl 35, 361
Saskatchewan............. 2015 97, 416 65| — 45,841 | 24| — 4,778 80( 106 46,797

1 1,504 63 76 46,516

Albpita........... ... socvomenaens.. 184 87, 952 36 2 39, 9821 16

British Columbial .............. 129 95, 088 231« 2 39,461 15 6,105 46 43 49, 522

l. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories.

TABLE 5. Proprietors of Unincorporated Firms!, 1954

Feriod of operation Total With salary Without salary
and province proprietors Male Female | Salaries Male Female
$
Total, all theatres .. R 1,91 282 101 | 736,148 1, 000 588
Full-time (operatxm, 300 days and 0ver)

Canada........ccooeoieiiiieiriceee e e 877 186 56 | 637,669 413 222
Newfoundland ...........cc.oeevvviiiiieicvierin i esec e es 20 4 - 12, 900 13 3
Frince Edward Island ... 6 - - - 5 3
NOVASCGMR. . .o meomt .. 0 31 3 1 3,108 16 11
New Brunswick. 21 2 1 5, 450 15 9
QUABHCES .. 8 i v e B80iuy o2 o ocu vavaass assauses sossssssssas ose 243 56 14 178, 293 109 64
Ontarijo....... 180 o9 15| 210, 287 79 34
Wanitoba ......... 73 8 2 41,533 39 24
SasSKatCheWAN ... oot st e e s ceneeaarans a3 13 4 38, 647 38 23
Alberta .. A - 151 36 11 105, 224 71 38
BrALiSh COLUMDIAZ oovoroooeeoroeeeeeeeeeeees e 73 12 8 62, 226 83 20

Part-tiie (operating less than 300 days)

CANAR = . 2o Biccrveereerevosisssesse oo s o o assBatcsontinnnnse s 1,09 96 45 78,479 587 366
Newfoundland .................. . 83 4 2 2, 062 56 21
Prince Fdward Island 3 15 2 - 200 1l o
Nova Scotia... E. 24 3 2 6, 180 L5 4
vew Lrunswick... . 14 5 1 2,770 5 3
Quebec ... ST . 2580 36 21 19, 604 126 67
TR 5. 55 v oo oo uivotibusannsessssse s Soammssaeen sae asasoraiassanss 113 8 6 5,121 58 4]
NAMBORBRLE ... ... ... daesooceaeomonsoserneresnmasansesspsassass srasaevase 143 i 3 W 688 76 5
SASKALCHEWAL -.oooooooerorroooroeoeesoeeesessens e seoeeeeee 244 19 3 12, 395 127 95
Alberta.. . ; 147 T 6 12,166 81 58
British ColumbiaZ ........cooocvivverieecnirrecrissceersnesenenas 61 5 1 10, 328 32 23

1. Including fauily wembers not receiving a regular salary.
2. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories.
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Qwunership

Tiuiols 8 shows haw gstablishments were group- number of theatres operated by the four-to-nineteen
ad under one ownership. There were 425 theatres group increased from 225 to 281 over the year., The
owned by firms operating 20 theatres and over. This change occurred as a result of the disposal of the-
group consisted of 481 theatres last year. The atres by firms operating 20 to 25 theatres in 1953.

TABLEF 6. Motion Picture Theatres Classified According to Number of Establishments Under One
Ownership, Canada 1930, 1940, 1954

Number of Receipts (excluding S
Year and number establishments amusement taxes) Admissions
of establishments |
under one ownership
Number % Amount % Number %
$
1930
MEOAD +--cvreruanonsnsceesssmimes s SaTraTaaaanse « STTRS s eTee 0t 915 100,0 38,130,100 100.0 - -
OB ... s e e e e BN s e s AT e e s e e R 656 n.17 15,772,000 41.4 - -
Two and three........oceeveieimerearnessnmareeeraeneees 92 10,1 6,390, 200 16.7 - -
Four and over.......cceieecreeneinccninneniinnas 167 18.2 15, 967, 900 41.9 - -
1940
TOUAL oo oo eeereeeeesese s senseverires 1,229 100.0 | 37,474,122 100,0 | 151,590,799 100, 0
One...cccecrerceeneeen * 576 46.9 9,319,639 24.9 43,084,387 28.4
Two and three........ 212 17.3 4,085,878 10.9 19, 366, 119 12.8
Four to nineteen... 148 12.0 4,101,564 10.9 17,519, 259 11.6
Twenty and OVer.........cccoceeeeerecereveresoncseaeresnas 293 23.8 19, 967,041 983 71,621,034 47,2
1954
Total ....ccooone. 1,938 100.0 | 97,012,140 100.0 | 218,508, 653 100,0
[ 7Y VRN 980 50,6 18,618, 283 1952 48,557,709 X0 24
Two and three........ 262 13.0 9,439,309 9. 22,241,679 10. 2
Four to nineteen... 281 14.5 15, 899, 539 16.4 37,883,055 17.3
Twenty and OVEr.............ccicimnnirensesnncasseasases 425 21,19 53, 055,009 54.7 109, 826, 210 50, 3
The increase in number of theatres was about 1713 theatres used 35 mm equipment, 193 used 16

equally divided between those using 35 mm equip- mm equipment, receipts were $100,204,153, and
ment and those using 16 mm equipment, About 897 $685,208 respectively and admissions were
of the theatres used 35 mm equipment and account- 239,392,334 and 1,790,392 respectively.

ed for approximately 99% of total receipts. In 1953,

TABLF 7. Motion Picture Theatres by Size of Projection Fquipment, by Provinces, 1954

Number of theatres Receipts Amusement Paid
using (excluding taxes) taxes admissions
Province
35mm. 16mm. 35mm. 16mm. 35mmn, 16mm. 35mm. 16mm,
equipmert | equipment| equipment |equipment| equipment |equipmert| equipment equipmet
$ $ $ $
Canada................... 1,728 210 | 96,348,078 | 664,062 | 12,027,341 | 71,581 | 216,821,948 | 1, 686,705

Newfoundland ............... 26 41 1,222,623 | 78,829 212,532 4,723 3,327,220 212,870
Prince Edward Island.... 14 - 397,529 - 67,871 - 1,011,358 —
Nova Scotia.....cccceeeene 80 4| 4,277,121 6,719 470, 782 868 | 11,312,573 18,912
New Brunswick.. 59 3| 2,672,884 2,960 303, 541 248 7,089, 736 11,113
QUEDEC ....cccvrereersaneneraneces 403 48 | 22,378,651 | 127,531 | 3,334,747 | 17,779 | 46,408,776 333,455
Ontario......cococceieinrcnienens 490 31| 37,163,233 | 106,299 4,391,645| 11,660 | 81,893,602 294,822
Manitoba........... 140 14| 5,142,283 | 26,861 590, 259 2,614 13,503, 345 78,023
Saskatchewan ............... 186 20| 5,000,450 | 52,800 308,416 - 12,021,596 144,625
AIBEIER ..o oo caaenss 178 23| 8,353,770 | 111,189 803, 843 10,741 | 17,666,398 280, 651
British Columbial.......... 152 26| 9,739,534 | 150,874 1,543,705 | 22,948 | 22,587,344 312, 234

1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories.
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TABLE 8. Number of New Motion Picture Theatres, Theatres Re-ovened, and Theatres Closed,
by Provinces, 1954

: New Theatres Theatres Net
Bhauinge theatres re-opened closed increase

(071111 NI S N 0 S S e S RSO ST 96 13 m +i32
Newfoundland ........ccccoceeeienrvencunniinnninnninn 17 - 8 + 9
Prince Edward Island.. 2 - - + 2
Nova Scotia............... 1 - 1 0
New Brunswick.. ) - 4 =l
Quebec................ 27 4 16 +15
Ontario... 5 4 4 G
Manitoba........... 6 - 6 0
Sagkatchewan , 141 2 6 + 17
Alberta................ 14 2 6 + 10
B I D NN A . . .. - o tonierookochosessronsssensansnssassysisgpronssssson 10 1 6 + 5

1. Including Yukon and Narthwest Territories.

PART 11— DRIV

The number of drive-in theatres in Canada in-
creased by 56 in 1954, Car capacity increased about
25% and receipts increased about 8%. The number
of naid admissions was up approximately one and a
quarter million. The Province of Dntario accounted
for nearly 38% of total admissions and over 39% of
total receipts. Drive-in business continued to in

E-IN THEATRES

Generally, an 1ncrease in employment and pay-
rolls took place across Canada, the Province of
Manitoba being one exception to this trend. Some
account of the growth in drive-in theatres is shown
in the table following and Tables 9 and 10 give
more information by provinces.

crease rapidly in the western provinces, while it
fell off slightly in Ontaria,
1045 1950 1951 1962 1953 1954

Number of drive-in theatres.........cccccoeveeennenn. 30 62 82 104 174 230
Total capacity, cars................. e 15,924 31,523 40,520 50, 497 74,419 93, 214
Receipts (excluding taxes) 1,393,760 | 2,290,679 | 3,347,670 | 4,409,426 | 5,862,920 6,316, 947
Amusement taxes . 245,094 300, 028 406, 611 540, 390 685, 389 721, 630
Number of paid adinissions 3,019,314 | 4,943,000 | 6,554,572 | 8,379,586 | 11,134,788 | 12,380, 246

TABLE 9. Principal Statistics of Drive-In Theatres, by Provinces, 1954

No. of 4
estab- ar
Province lish- capacity
ments
CRANAARS. .. 7575750753775 o575 o975 4w+ S ATTTETTTT S 77555 230 93, 214
Newfoundland .. S T A i - -
Prince Edward Island... 2 i
Nova Scotia... e b e s exessash vhmnay ens 10 3,341
New Brunswxck 10 1
GQUBBeC. de d B L ATE Lo ~ =
CHIRRIGE -, Al | 4B e .. Ll 82 39,120
Manitoba............ 14 6,962
Satseatehewant. k...l =t N s, 36 10, 332
A el 8 st eens aree o sommfrges ate 39 14,703
British COIUMDBIA.......c..cceveereverenvemrareereneaesessurans 37 14, 232

No, of Receipts Number of
walk-in | (excluding Amt';ii'ge"t paid
seats taxes) admissions
. $ $
1,89 | 6,316, 47 721,630 | 12,380,246
1 1 1 t
— 2558938 24,818 480,609
1 1 1 1
260 2,495,073 321,373 4,687,519
- 501, 864 74, 651 857, 187
253 | 719,590 20,023 2,001,458
323 1,122, 909 98, 844 1,885,524
7230 " T, el 3a' 154,532 2,045, 167

1. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals.
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TABLE 10. Employment and Payroll, 1954

b Assistant
Fo— Total Total Projectionists projectionists All other employees
g employees payroll
M. I". | Salaries | M, | F, | Salaries M. F. Salaries
$ $ $ 3

Canada .............ccoocoveieinnne 2, 182 1, 629, 400| 207 1| 496,350 10| — 8513 1,255) 709 1,124,532
Newfoundland ..........ccccvvennnes - - - - e - - - -
Prince Edward Island 1 1 1 1 1 1| - 1 1 1 1
Nova Scotia ......... 90 53, 774 8| -— 8,830( 1| — 450 51 30 44, 494
New Brunswick .......ccceceereeenne 1 1 1 — 1 Il - 1 1 1 1
Quebec ... - - - - - -1 - - — — -
-Ontario .... 932 640, 462| 84 1| 237,500 1| —~ 1, 870 55T 289 401, 092
Manitoba ............ 146 104,608 14| -— 30,158 1| - 166 77| 54 74, 284
Saskatchewan 239 167,068 25| -— 41,334 — | - - 122 92 125, T34
Alberta ... 377 284,733F 35| -— 67, 062 1| - 552 233 108 217,119
British Columbia .......ccoccevuciene a3 339,252 31 -~ | 103,319 3| — 4,321 161| 118 231,612

1. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals,

PART III— COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES

This title refers to community or parish halls
in which motion pictures are exhibited by non-profit
organizations such as churches, lodges, Boards of
Trade, Canadian Legion branches, etc. Although a
regular admission is charged, these halls differ from
regular theatres in that members of the organizations
operating them frequently provide their services free
of charge.

With the exception of amusement taxes paid and
average admission price, all statistics relative to
community enterprises in Canada decreased in 1954,

TABLE 11, Principal Statistics of Community Fnterprises,

For Canada the total establishments were down 24
and, although an increase took place in some prov-
inces, a decrease of 42 in Ontario and Quebec was
not offset entirely. The comparablefigure for amuse-
ment taxes in 1953 was $105,057. Average admis-
sion price was 33 cents in 1953. Other figures from
the previous year, useful for making comparisons,
are receipts, excluding taxes, $1,851,685, number
of paid admissions 5,647,668, average capacity
utilized 36%. Tables 11 and 12 contain additional
data by provinces,

by Provinces, 1954

No. of . :
. Receints Number of Potential Average Average
Province els_wl.b- Seating | oy cluding Amtusement paid number of | capacity | admission
mf:m z; capacity| " i o) AXeS | admissions | admissions | utilized price
$ $ % ¢

Canada ............cccceeeeeenne 645 [144, 172 | 1, 800, 194 128,515 | 5, 269, 925 | 15, 022, 096 35 3
Newfoundland ...................... 48 9,414 174,115 6, 220 525, 857 1, 343, 221 39 33
Prince lidward Island 6 1,396 8, 849 - 28,156 110, 484 25 31
Nova Scotia ................... 3 598 4, 595 228 12, 099 35,012 35 3s
New Rrunswick ... T 1, 225 13,349 1,213 44, 553 84, 400 53 30
Juehec .., 188 | 55,933 559, 875 84,0551 1, 671, 857 5, 558, 979 30 33
Ontario ... 42 8, 801 82, 8C1 1,865 229, 270 565, 940 34 36
Manitoba ...... 30 G, 891 102, 346 272 340, 248 1,016,108 33 30
Saskatchewan 193 | 37, 260 497, 447 2,004 | 1, 449, 876 3,923, 228 37 34
Alberta .......ccoocoopenenn 79| 14, 579 192, 191 15, 998 547, 182 1, 395, 930 39 35
piritish Columbia“ ............. 49 8, 075 155, 166 16, 660 420, 227 888, 794 47 39

1. Total receipts (excluding taxes)divided by number of admissions. No corrections are made for juvenile attendance,

mitineyg and evening prices, etc.

2, Including Yukon and Northwest Territories.
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TABLE 12, Percentage Distribution of Community Enterprises by Size of Projection Equipment,

by Provinces, 1954 ‘
commihity 7 of total Paid admissions
Broviies Ginterpnsles using (excluding taxes) r
35mm, 1€mm. 35mm. 1€mm, 35mm. 16mm.
equipment equipment | equipment equipment equipment equipment

Ganada .. s B 152 193 570 43, 0 55.2 44, 8
Newfoundland ........c.ceeverecevenaenannnn, 4 44 61.8 38.2 £1.4 38.6
Prince Edward Island ...........cccocovveunein. 4 2 2 2 2 2
Nova, SGotiame. .. Mo o csiensnne 1 2 2 2 2 2
New Brunswick .......ccceeemeeiorinecenenesivenens 1 6 2 2 2 . 2
AT S N S e N 34 154 61.2 38.8 ST 42,3
L0171 71 0) RS MU U SR I 33a 39 8343 66.7 26.5 7356
ManiEamaess.....| Sl i 8 24 6 86,13 14,7 84,2 15.8
Saskatchewan ..........cccvvvceinveiviieienn, 5 137 59.9 40,1 58.2 41.8
AMDBIER, . .o zovers-soovestgsunasisnsnens sorarasinasasisons 17 62 44,9 5851 42.6 57. 4
British Columbial ... ..o, 8 41 40, 5 59. 5 40.2 59. 8

1. Including Yukon and Northwest Territories. ) )
2. Indicates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals.

PART IV — HALLS SERVICED 3Y ITINERANT EXHIBITORS

offset. For purposes of comparison, receints in
1953 were $468,562 and paid admissions nunbered
1,381,655. Two exhibitors reported using 35 m
nrojectors but, as a zeneral rule, 16 mm equipment
was used. The following table gives details by
provinces,

In 19351 there were 141 itinerant exhibitors
giving performancesin 633 halls, compared we th 154
exhioitors servicing 805 halls in 1953, Some nrov-
inces indicated an increase in halls, used for the
nurnose of motion pictures, but the larze decreases
in Newfoundland, 7Quebec and Ontario were not

TABLE 13. Principal Statistics of ilalls Serviced by Itinerant Exhibitors, by Province, 1954

Province gr“'ﬁ;bﬁg (Efc(::l?xldpitrfg Am;x;fgent Nurggg g aé{r:iesrgig:n
taxes) admissions price

$ $ ¢
CaNAda ... 658 385, 682 26, 189 1, 106, 070 .35
Newfoundland .....c.o.ooeeeiciivive v 189 62,075 2,789 171, 760 .36

Prince Edward Island ............ccooevevcvronns 4 2 2 2 2
NOVA SCOLIR ...ocveviiveiiiccennierener e 40 18, 200 2, 993 68, 848 . 26

New Brunswick 6 2 2 2 2
QUBDEE - S oA 29 17,497 2, 346 52, 038 .34
(O 112212 To RN, T s O SRS 149 65, 109 7,430 202, 328 .32
MERIERDA oo & Boiiiterennah coocie e tussnssasmsanvaves 37 22, 873 516 69, 464 .28
Saskatchewan ... 116 94, 321 - 263, 711 . 36
65 75,344 5, 989 191,925 239
23 22, 7166 3, 362 60, 979 BT

1. Totalreceipts (excluding taxes)divided by number of admissions. No corrections are made for juvenile attendance,

matinee and evening prices, etc,

2. Indjcates figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations but these are included in the totals.




Except for receipts from advertising and other
sources, figures relative to film exchange business
in Canada increased in 1954, Of the total film rental
receipts, about 92% represented 35 mm films for
theatrical use. About 4.5% was for 16 mm film, also
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FILM EXCHANGES

for theatrical use. New films of all types released
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in 1954 numbered 3,833 of which 2,546 were for
theatrical use on a commercial basis. Of the 1,434
new feature films released, 1,109 were black and
white and 325 were coloured. Tables 14, 15 and 16
deal with film rental activity.

TARLE 14, Principal ‘Statistics of Film Exchanges in Canada, 1934, 1940 to 1954

. Nug}b o Nugnrber A(;'fe':‘lfsl ;;é’ébser Salaries and wages Receipts

RS eégfk;:gge Male [Female Male Female | Filmrentals |Advertising | Other sources

& $ $ $ $

1934 oo - 60 | 344 230 923,400 7,370, 200" 2 2
1940 ., = T2 442 296 810,407 413,095 | 11,445,167 385, 504 50, 224
(2011 S o 69 415 347 832,400 434,281 | 12,368,446 373,349 (SR
1942........cceeee. = 78 414 381 (1,072, 289 410,654 | 13,892,093 370, 740 5i1, 01
- 817 409 498 (1,070,014 614,247 | 15, 163,355 339,891 48,031
23 88 420 490 | 1,189, 821 654,376 | 16,516,073 346, 636 95, 765
10125) . 23 86 530 587 | 1,303,009 688,667 | 17,490, 264 358, 250 127,953
O46...........om .. 26 91 505 449 | 1,440,177 668,997 | 18,652,892 3170, 250 124, 433
MEAL.....cooonninaen 29 114 548 545 | 1,664,348 752,867 | 19,464, 706 429, 455 224,908
1948.. 29 118 623 596 | 1, 797,045 866,059 | 21,591,712 443,645 278, 153
1949.. 37 119 590 534 | 1,907,769 828,052 | 24,893,657 475,424 410, 368
1950 ....coimnnennne 36 118 564 572 | 1,956,088 940, 534 | 26, 800, 789 487,392 409, 699
1951 ......ccconuuneeee 33 123 1,120 3,071,545 29,225, 867 551,048 341, 798
1958......ccccccuniens 36 129 582 618 | 2,066,494 | 1,062,033 | 32,911, 042 567, 144 501,413
BISBI... . cooriieesas 33 124 584 648 | 2,332,606 | 1,208,070 | 34,436, 609 538,949 475, 707
1954 ......cccvveenens 48 136 669 755 | 2,568,670 | 1,598,272 [ 35,773, 251 444,011 450, 350

1. Includes receipts from advertising and other sources.
2. Included with *‘Film rentals’’.

TABLE 15. Number of Films and Film Rental Receipts by

Use and Size of Film, 1954

Theatrical use Industrial use non-l;,ll’xga?r?cgl ue Total — All uses
No. Receipts No. |[Receipts| No. | Receipts No. Receipts
$ $ $
85 mm, FIlMS ccocciccssceaanc sesmassonanasennonnesans 7,302 | 32,831,209 - - 3 18,280 | 7,339 | 32,849,489
16 e FIIMS oot ccenairanes 1,513 | 1,617,870 993 | 42,443 | 6,442 |1, 263,449 | 8,948 2,923,762
IOLANY. S e et s 8,815 | 34,449,079 993 | 42,443 | 6,479 F, 281,729 | 16,287 | 33,773,251
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TABLE 16, Type, Size and Language of New Films Released, 1954

. . Total all English French Other
Type and size of film languages language language language
Total, All Types:
TERMTIREey (PR N s w BRI ol g L. L b 2,000 1,422 423 155
b3 1 o e, AR e ot St S TR SOV - - 1,833 1,374 336 123
Features:
(o7 1 I T, = oy R e USROS 594 304 204 86
35 mm, .... 840 504 218 118
Shart Subjects:
Cartoons:
16 mm, .......... 227 206 16 5
35 mm, 278 260 14 4
Newsreels:
ST e R s S 337 208 104 25
Rl e By T R 5 TSI T, R SN SO Y S 468 364 104 -
Other:
(G e d (B e pe s TN LY. A S SRR it 842 704 99 39
IEWMME, , S R e W ........00000000000n00n 247 246 - i

Segregation of the 1,434 new feature films re-
leased in 1954 as to country of origin was as fol-
lows:

UnedPStates; . ... ook i, .. adiiec s T e nievass 628
Brancen b, . =... ... L o fuea 322
Great Britain......c.cccoee.e.

(C1 11710 | St & I

) 172177 U (S Ll BB PO

@hllef Countflesss. Ml sn cooma B b e
Total new feature films

Although the Motion Picture Production, 1954,
Memorandum, published earlier, indicates only two
feature pictures were produced in Canada, this docs
not include pictures produced in Canada by foreign
firms, It is quite possible to classify a larzger num-
ber as having Canadian origin.

Included in other countries were U.S.S.R.,
Hungary, Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Austria,
Switzerland, Sweden, Mexico, Argentina, India and
Japan,

PART VI—NATIONAL FILM BOARD ACTIVITIES

Apart from its major task of explaining Canada
to Canadians and to the world through the medium
of information and documentary films, the National
Film Board co-ordinates the film activities of fed-
eral government departments, Its own productions
and those sponsored by government agencies are

distributed through rural and urban circuits, com-
mercial theatres and television nutlets in Canada.

In addition, the Board distributes its own and
sponsored films internationally through Canadian
Posts, educational institutions and theatrical and
television outlets,

Production

During the year under review, 235 films of one
reel or more were produced, Original films completed
totalled 122 of which 38 were in French., Versions
and revisions brought the total to 235 of which 100
were in French (originals plus versions), 120 in
English and 15 in other languages. Films produced
in colour numbered 28.

In addition, the Board produced 64 film strips,
seven newsclips, one trailer and 66 newsreel stories.

During the year, 15 films were vroduced by
private firms on contract with the Board while 18
were completed for federal government departments,

National Film Board films won a total of 29
awards during the year, of which 23 were intar-
national and six were Canadian.
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Theatrical and Television Distribution in Canada

In 1954-55, films produced for theatrical dis-
tribution numbered 57. These included the ‘‘Canada
Carries On' and ‘‘Eye Witness'® series which are
one reel shorts released monthly to Canadian the-
atres. French language versions of these series are
released under the titles ‘“‘En Avant Canada’’ and
“Coup d'Oeil’’.

During the fiscal year, Board films had 10,719
theatrical bookings and were shown for a total of
25,726 days based on 2.4 days per booking. Tele-
vision bookings totalled 2,574,

For the weekly television series ‘‘On the Spet’’,
39 films were produced. French language programs
for “‘Sur Le Vif", the counterpart of ‘‘On the Spot'’,
numbered 25,

“‘Window on Canada’’, the Board's weekly half
hour presentation featured NFB films with introduc-
tion and commentary by film critic Clyde Gilmour.
The corresponding French language series is en-
titled ‘‘Regards sur le Canada’’.

Non-Theatrical Distribution in Canada

Through 10 regional offices in each of the prov-
inces, sub-offices in many of the larger cities and a
field staff, the Film Board administers its nom-
theatrical distribution. The field staff co-operates
with provincial agencies, municipal libraries and
other organizations in promoting distribution as
widely as possible throughout the country.

During the year, the Board's productions were
scheduled for 200,829 showings with 14,143,768
persons in attendance. These figures do not include
screenings of films purchased by business estab-
lishments and nublic and private organizations for
their sawn ugse.

Of the total non-theatrical audience, 10,757,088
were serviced through national, provincial and local
libraries and depots. At the end of March, 1955 the
number of such libraries and depots totalled 420.
Film councils, which are association of film using
groups, numbered 462 representing 11,227 groups.

A large part of the non-theatrical audience is
reached through film circuits which are chains of
showing points where planned film programs are
distributed on a voluntary basis. There were 534
circuits in operation during the year, comprising
6,868 showing points.

Service to Schools

During the year under review, 86,077 school
showings were held for a total audience of 6,550,923
through the co-operation of provincial departments
of education and the universities. Over half the

showings took place in rural schools. Filmstrips
are of particular value in educational work, and
during the year the Board sold 13,217 throughout
the country.

International Distribution

Of the Board’s non-theatrical audience, a large
nurmber live outside Canada. During the year a re-
ported attendance of 15,072,948 persons in this
category saw NFB films. This audience is reached
through the foreign posts of the Departments of
External Affairs and Trade and Commerce, the cul-
tural and government agencies of other countries and
through film libraries. There was also a very large

unreported -audience who saw prints of films which
had been purchased by libraries and other organ-
izations.

‘Board films were also presented to a large the-
atrical audience abroad. During the year 29,355
reported theatrical bookings were made of NFB
films. In addition, 2,482 telecasts of Board films
were shown abroad, mainly in the United States.
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