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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS
Rotail Cheins in Cencda, 1937

hecording to tho rosults of tho annual Cunsus of Merchandising and Sorvics
Establishmonts, thore woro 447 chein storo companies operating 7,815 unit storcs in
Canada in 1937 with salos totalling 414,133,300 compercd with 457 chain companios opora-
ting 8,124 unit stores in 1936 with salos for that yoar amounting to $394,935,000. In-
cluded in thosc figures are tho oporations of 8 government liquor chains with 608 unit
stores in 1937 whosc sales totalled ,74,305,200 comparcd with 610 unit storus in 1936
with sales of 465,908,000, In spite of thc docroaso in the number of chain compeniocs as
woll as tho number of unif storos in oporaticn thore was a sales increasc of approximetoly
5,0 por cont in 1937 compared with tho provicus yoar,

Chain storss transactod 16.9 por cont of tho total rotail trade of the
Dominion in 1937 compared with 17.9 por cont in 1936+ The doclinc in chain ratio is duo
in part to tho docroasod numbor of chain filling stations many of which are boing loased
by their parent crganizations and thorcby romoved from the chain ategory. With tho busi-
ness of filling staticns oliminatod, the ratio of chain salos to total roetail sales wes
17.8 in 1936 compnred with 17.1 in 1937,

Thirty-seven of the chain store companies included in the chain count for
1936 either went out of business in that yocar or roeduced the numbor of their stores be-
low the four-store limit noecessary for inclusion in the chain store catcgory and wero
theroforo eliminated from the 1937 figures: On the othor hand, twenty-seven new firms
werc includoed in the roturns for 1937. These were either old companics whose oxpansion
from two or three-storec organizations to four storecs or over brought them within tho
category cof the chain stores, or ware altogother new formetions of four or more stores.
There was, therafors, a not docroese in 1937 compared with 1936 of ten in the number of
chain storc companies in operatione.

Although the number of chain companies as woll as the numbor of unit stores
being operated by them docroased in 1937 from the 1936 figuros, nevortheless salauries
and wagos paid to storo omployess increascd from ¢38,603,000 in 1936 to 439,289,500 in
1937. Thesc figuros rolato to store omplcyees only, and do not includc wages to head
office or warshouse omployees., Stocks cn hend at the ond of 1937 totalled 60,830,700,
of which goods carriod in tho stcres were valued at 48,550,700 and warshouse stocks at
$12,280,000, Customers' accounts outstending on the bocks of rotail cheins at the end of
1937 woere valued at 33,526,200, This figure includes the unpaid balance cf instalmoent
accounts or that portion of tho instalmont paymonts still outstanding at tho yoar's end.

Scopo of Report

Informaticn covering the operations of chains within ocach province is tc be
found in the provincial reports on retail trade which have already boon published, In
addition, a special report, "Food Chains in Canada, 1937", has been issued. The present
roport provides a summary of the mctivities of the reteil chains in Canada during 1937
together with comparative figurcs for previcus years, but it doos not give all the detail
shown in tho provincial reports nor does it give the details regarding food chains to be
found in the special report. The firms whose activities are summarized here include all
organizations operating four or more retail units, exclusive only of departiment stores.
All department stores are considered as independents irrespective of the number of units
under the same ownership. Voluntary chains, in which the various stores are individually
owned and operated but which are grouped for buying or advertising purposes, are noit =
cluded with the corporate chains. There were, however, 49 of these voluntary groups
in Canada in 1937 with 8,310 members. While their total annual sales is not known, their
purchases from affiliated wholesalcrs on a cooperative basis amounted to $35,006,804 or
an average of $4,213 per storo. In the precoding yoar 44 of thesc voluntary groups wero
roported with 7,982 mombers whosc purchascs from affiliated wholesalers totalled
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232,852,510 or 34,116 por storc. In 1937, of this voluntary group of 49 chains 37 wore
food chains with 6,949 mombers and purchascs from affiliated wholosalors totalling
v28,417,699. 1In the preceding yoar 32 of tho voluntary chains reporting were food
chains, with 6,670 mombers whosec purchesos totalled $27, 336,202,

Variations in Chein Ratios by Kinds of Busincgs

Tho dasciine in the retio of chain sales to total retail seles in 1937 was
evident in soveral linos of business. Therc was a docrease of 2.1 per cent for family
clothing storcs, 2.0 per cent for lumber end building material doalers, 1.0 per cont for
rostaurants and 0.9 por cont for tobacco storss and stands. On the othor hand, cortain
linos of business showod increascs, A comperison of chain ratios for 1937 and 1936 for
these lines of businoss in which chains arc of most importance roveals the differcences
shown below:

Kindaof Busincss Chain Ratio
1936 1937 Changos
Candy and Confoctionery storos ccoeesceses s g o015 =i 4d
Grocory and Combinaticn StOres cccecsescss 3340 33.5 + 105
Figh aud Meat markots {iiesins cowns agdsses 6.9 7.2 + S
VESoly SUMPGE o .... .. dondds sbhailed foisins 89.5 89.8 + Gt
Men's and Boys® Glcthing and Furnishings . 12.2 11.9 ~ 0.3
Fepily GQlollieng Sl0 ros o. sl « o Ak »wiwhb o o 21.9 19,8 = 28
Womens' Avparcl and Accossories stores ... 11,1 Yigs!$ + 0.8
St TEETEl Be il no o o b At e e e o 32.6 33.4 + 0.8
% R e R e —" 8.8 Sal + 648
Lumber and Building Metorial Doalers eseees 30.5 2045 v 2.0
07 TR el Y- SPRRE R S | (P o 12,9 15.0 + 2,2
Badio anld MUSLC BUOTOS .édomssess os oo esinad L 129 + 1.0
OSrelR RIS s e o o) w0 o5 o o oteterctartier e ot o e T 3 13,3 + 1.0
10 T T S S Rl i 2041 20,6 + 0.5
Offica, school and s%orc supplies and ' :
eguiinent dBALERG oo b goie BN A S Egen 55.6 57.4 + 1,8
Tobacco storcs and stands e.e:ecoecoessves 23.8 22.9 ~ 0.9

Three provinces reocrdod slight increasces in the ratic of chain sales to
total retail sales in 1937 comparcd with 1936. Five provinces recorded docroases, while
one province showed no change. A comparison of the chain ratios for the several pro-
vincos for 1936 and 1937 is given below:

Chain Ratio

Provineg, 1936 Lo Change
Biristilsh ICGolumbila o8l o o e E s | o i 188 o7 20.0 #0si3
AADOITHES o o'3 5 o0 018 ¢ 0607 ola o sromafareronsiBhstalvisreis afs 17.4 1L %) - 0,1
SRERALCREWAN v s oo o6 0semesnasmssleio s 18.2 17.6 - 0.6
Manitcba 0003060006066 00300000083060000800608 11.2 11.2 -
BRI oo c v g oo b 4ol Ematlyinkies o-o e o imiioy 199 18.1 - 1.8
Quobec 0080305800 00000806cC 0080080 0SSESES OGS 16.0 1407 - 1.3
58 BRREBRLCK. 46« s s o o 0 b s sl o cibipiiohs o o 16,1 16.8 + 0.7
NGVRMSSOMEEL - o.0i0lo o #oxero didwo/e e $re oxsio cidlis saatBlels ofs 16.9 17-5 +OQ6
Prince Edward Island 300803800080 0080880 404 4.3 "Ool

In Alberta figurcs for both years include an indotorminate amount of whcele-
sale liquor business. Whon all the figures for tho Alberta Liquor Control Board are sx-
cluded both from the chain and the total figures, the ratio of cha'n sales to total
sales for that provinco remains unchanged at 12.6 per cont for 1935, 1936 and 1937

Sumnmary by Kinds of Business

The 447 corpcraic chein companies operating in Canade in 1937 included 109
in the food group of which 44 were combination store chains desling in both groceries
and meats, 31 werec c¢xclusively grocery cheins, 14 werc moat market chains, and tho balence
was devoted to bakery products, confectionory end other foods, A maximum of 2,587 unit
food stores woro operated during the year by those 109 reporting companies, not sales
amounting to $128,736,200 or 37.9 per cont of the total chain sales., To this amount
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the 1,627 units of combination store chains contributed net sales of $96,222,000, while
498 grocery stores contributed net seles of $20,167,700,

There were 27 country general store chains with 164 unit stores and these
had net sales of 38,926,600 or 2.6 per cant of the total chain sales., Twenty-two general
merchandise chains including dry goods and variety stores, but exclusive of department
stores, operated 514 units and had net sales of 348,985,200 or 14.4 per cent of the
total. Twenty-nine chains in the automotive group, including dealers, accessories and
filling station chains, operated 491 units and recorded net sales amounting to $13,055,~
600 or 3.9 per cent of the total, This was a considerable decrease from the 1936 sales
of 323,789,600 and was due to some extent to the policy of the chain filling station
companies of leasing unit stations which, of course, removed them from the chain category.
Seventy-four wearing mpparel chains operating 784 units rocorded net sales of ¢32,189,-
800 or 9.5 per cent of the total. In tho building materials group including hardware,
lumber and building materials and paint and glass stores, 51 chains operated 905 stores
and recorded net sales of $19,628,500 or 5.8 por cont of total chain sales, Summary
statistics showing the numbor of cheins, chain stores and sales, together with ratios
of chain to total sales arc given in ths following tablos.

Instelmont Salos of Ghain Storoes

The instalment seles cf 21 chains exclusive of government liquor stores
amounted to $24,518,000 in 1937 or 7.2 por cent of the total., This figure ropresents
the full selling price of the merchandisc sold during the year on the instalment plan,
including the cash poyments as well es the amount financed, The most substantial contri-
bution to this volume of instalment seios came from the furniture and household group,
of whose total sales of $19,007,800 thars were instalment sales amounting te 315,119,600,
Within this g roup the houschold appliance chein stores recorded instelmend sales of
$7,840,000 out of & total of $10,052,20C; %he insialment salos of radio and music chains
amounted to 52,428,900 out of = totnl of 42,785,200, while furniture chains with total
sales of 55,658,000 recorded instalment snles of 4,519,500,

Instalment sales ware reported by companies in practiecally all lines, but
the inclusion of a firm in any one category doss not noecessarily mean that its sales
were confined to commodities of that category. For oxample, filling station chains
reported instalmont sales of 333,700, The comnoditioes usuzlly sold by filling stations
such as gas, oil, groasc and parts do not icond themselves to instalmont selling., It
may be assumed, thoreforc, that the instelmont sales reported by filling stations were
sales of "side-line" commodities such as automobiles or goods such as a filling station
might handle in connsction but not as a part of the regular business.

Chain Organization

A chain stors company may confino its operations to & single c¢ity or it may
astablisgh unit stores throughout tho Dominiong A classification of the 447 chain com-
panies operating in Canada in 1937 chows that 157 companies confined their activities
to one locality, Thoro were 181 chains with 2,622 unit stores opoerating throughout the
provinco in which they woerc loczted, whilo 60 cheins with 1,413 units operated section~
ally and 49 chains with 2,267 units maintaincd Dominicon-wide organizations. Sales per
unit store for provincial cheins smountod $o 66,124 comparecd with $58,462 per unit
store for national chains, 547,147 per unit store for locel chrins and $41,778 for
soctional cheins, The average sales per unit for ell types amounted to $56,375 in 1937
compared with 352,047 in 1936,

A classification of chains eccording to the number of units cach company
operated shows that in 1937 thero worc 177 chains each operating loss than 6 stores with
s sales average of $54,676 per store, Thore were 135 chains operating 6 to 10 units,
with a sales average of 460,058 per store; 79 chains with 11 to 25 units and a #les
average of $52,604 per store; 31 choins with 26 to 50 units and a sales average of
340,649 per store; 13 chains with 51 to 100 units and = sales average of 66,493 per
store. Approximatsly one-third of the total amount of sales of all chains was made by
12 companics each with mors then 100 units with = salos average of $60,882 per store.

Ghain 8Siore Gross Margins

The term "gross margin” is uscd hore to represent the amount remaining after
deducting from net sales the net cost of goods sold. The net cost of goods sold is
calculated from the net cost of goods purchascd during the year and from the inventory
values at the beginning and closo of the poriod. Tho net cost of goods purchased in- »
cludes the invoice valuc loss ell returus, allowences and discounts, plus inward freight,
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.cartago to warchous:, duty, insurancc in transit, and other oxpcnsos incidemtal to ro-

" coipt of merchandise. Werchousing chargss and costs of trensportation from warchouso
to storos arc not included in the purchasc price and all operating expenses of the stores
are, of courso, oxcluded. Trensportation costs of goods shipped directly from whole-
salers, manufacturers or factory tc the retail stores were included in the veluo of
purchases.

Mogt of the larger cheain store companies, in addition to porforming the
duties of retailers, carry on the functions of wholesalers in so far as the physical
handling of merchandise is concerned. A number of chain companies alsc indicated that
thoir warehouses conducted a certain amount of wholesnls business with other retailers
in addition to supplying their own stores. Tho gross margin figures shown hercin are
calculated from the differonce betwecn the total value of purchasas and total sales, in-
cluding any wholesale sales in addition to the retail store transactions. These figures,
therefore, repreosent the gross margir applicable to thc combined retailing and whole-
saling functions of chains,

Manufacturer-controlled chains are operated primarily to distribute the
products of the manufacturing plants of the parent company. Ip most cases, data re-
garding laid-down cost of merchandise at the retail branches were not available so that
figures for such kind-of-business classifications as household appliance stores and office
appliance stores which are operated largely by manufacturing plants are omitted from
the tables giving gross margin figures. Iany of the candy and confectionery chaing in-
dicated that they manufactured the goods which were sold by their branches and figures
for these also have been excluded from the tables.

Gross Marging for Selected Kinds of Business

Grocery Chains--The gross margin for grocery chains in 1937 was 16,6 per
cent of net sales compared with 16.37 per cent in 1936 and 15.98 per cent in 1935. An
analysis of gross margins of grocery chains will be found in the special report, "Food
Chains in Canada, 1937."

Combination Store Chains--The gross margin of combination stores was 19,2
per cent of net sales in 1937, compared with 20.50 per cent in 1936 and 19.99 per cent
in 1935. A apecial analysis of combination store chains is also found in the special
report, "Food Chains in Canada, 1937."

Meat Market Chaing--The gross margin for meat market cheins in 1937 was
22,5 per cent of gross sales compared with 22.92 per cent in 1936 and 23.58 per cent in

1935.

Variety Store Chaing--The gross margin for variety store chains in 1937 was
36,8 per cent of net sales compared with 36.48 per cent in 1936 and 36.34 per cent lin
1935.

Details of the gross margins for other kinds of business will be found in
Tables 7 to 12,
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(Table 1.--Summary of Retail Ghains in Canada, 1937--(Continued) - )
(Number of Chains, Stores, Sales, Instalment Sales, Accounts OQutstanding, Salaries and Wages and Stocks.)
Net Sales, 193] i Customers '] %
% of %4 of (2) ‘ Accounts- ‘ {1
Kind of Business Number | Number of Storesi { total! total | Instalment| Outstand-}Salaries & Wages~ Stocks on Hand,
of 1937 Amount chain! chain Sales ing, Dec.| (Store employees{§ End of Year, ht Cost
Chains ! Average: Maximum salesi sales 35, 1ROR only) Stores 'ﬂarehouses_m
| : ¢ 3 3 : :
! i
- . E } L
Building Materials Group i '

L R PR el 892 | 909 19,638,500 4.74] 5.78 1‘406’800. I 0 I 1,763,000 6,355,100 269,500
Hardware store c¢hains ........ 13 68 { 68 5,422,600 1.31] 1.60 327,100 784, 600 468,000 1,411,400 -
Lumber and building material i : : '

deglol SREINE & et s « « « DT 35 796 ! 809 13,221,100 3.19: 3.89) 1,079,700| 8,896,000 1,176, 160 4,724,100 269,500

Peint and glass store chains . 3 28 | 28 -994,800 .24’ w29 - 98,100 118,9OQ 219, 600 -
Furgiture and Household ol

rarOUP: Total Bhe oo s srnial s 31 402 413 _19,007,800{ 4,59 5.59 §15:119 600/°11.867.200 3,398,300 : 3,227,000 376,300 __
Furnibure sttpeshaiag™ ..., | 7 69 72 5,658,000! 1.37| 1l.66] 4,519,500f 2,014,500 464,100 802,600 194,700
Household appliance store |

BT R - . S s 1 289 296 10,052,200{ 2.43{ 2.96} 7,840,000 7,549,100 2,282,500 1,928,200 125,600

Radio and music store chains . 5 32 | 32 2, 1852008 ¢ .67 .82 4§ 2,428,900] 2,144,900 516,000 433,400 -
Other home furnishing store '

T el = 3 12 13 512,400 12| .15 331,200 158,700 135,08 62,800 56,000
Restaurant Chains, Total 13 181 203 6,890:.56Q1 1.66] 2.03 - 2,200 1,573,900 ' 103, 600! 52,400
Other Retail Chains,Total [ . 91 iRl L, 75, 136,701,700.33.Q1| 18.36 | 4,387,200l 6,285,600 10,778,500 15,416,20Q1 5,642,400

Coal and wood (including ice) :

deelor cRENEE .. e o v e 3 19 19 2,428,400 .59 - - 273,900 159, 700 197,600 e
Dpugr giore BRERAS! ..o o comson oo 3i 380 . " 390 14,163,300: 3.42| 4.17 8,000 150,800 1,909,100 2,582,300f 551,900
Gifts, novelties, toys and ‘ ! b

camera store chains ........ 1 6 6)

@ =iy 166,000 109, 600 -

Jewellery store chaing ....... 4 36 ' 37) 8’800’800 2.13} 2.59 | 1,842,900 1,923,300 1,166, p 2409
Office, school and store sup-

plies and equipment dealer

COBER. e o7 s ats S - Epghns 12 142 147 | 10,675,000 2.58| 3.14 | 2,403,700] 2,534,700 2,459,900 1,878,700] 693,900
Opticians & optomitrists chains 3 14 15 196,200 .04 .06 18, 400 6,700 56,000 9,400 6,300
Tobacco store chains ......... 9 212 215 6,097,300 L.47| 1.79 - 113,300 652,100 ' 533,500] 109,000
Government liquor stores ..... 8 603 | 608 74,305,200117,94 - - - 2,744,400 4,982,200} 3,602,900
Brewers' Warehouse chains .... 6 B 32 75,045,0001 1,22} 1,48 - - 484,900 3 565,600 >
Unclassified kinds of business [\ 14 | 332 | 336 | 14.990,500 3,621 4,41 ' 114.2001 1,282,900 1,146,400 e F60 W 678,400

§l Group totals may include figures for classificaticns which cennot be Shown separately without disclosing individual operations,
.2) In computing the percentages in fthis colurn, the sales of Govcinmani ilcuor siores have been omitted from the total chain figures,
(3) Exclusive of manufacturing bakeries, (X) Indicates that figures are withheld tc avoid disclosing individual opsrations.
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Iable 2.--Principal Statistics of Retail Chains for Selectad K;gLJi

of Business, by Years, 1930, 1933, 2936 and ;231.
bl = =L = e AL S S T TS T T e F d
Kind of Business 1930 1933 1936 1937
ALL STORES, TOT :
Chains (number) ........ 518 46) 457 4417
Stores (maJd.mlm) R X 8’504 8’230 8 124 7’815
Chain 88168 ssessceessas | § 487,336,000 § 328,902,600|¢ 394, 935.000 § 414,133,300
Total sales (all stores) | $2,755,569,900 §$1,785,768,000(32,208,142,000/82,453,715,000
%, chains to total D Y y|7 ML‘ lij_? m_j;
Candy and Confectionery
Stores -~
Chains (number) su.eucs. 14 8 10 1@
Stores (maximum) ..v.eee 169 167 191 204
Chain 52l6S evenu.. v 5,448,300  3,568,500{8 4,085,100 4,308,500
Total sales (all stores) v 54,176,100 33,010,000 36,727,000(8 39, 598.ooc
B DL to To%e) ¢..es 10.1 10,8 bis: M | 10.9
Grocery and Combination
Stores -~
Chains (number) sceeseos 66 15 15 75
Stores (maximum) seveeee 2,128 2,221 2,808 2,125 1
Chain sales sseeseeesoes | ¢ 119,498,600(G 98,862,100|6 107,345,900{¢ 116,389,700
Total sales (all stores)| ¢ 405,403,400y 297,307,000{y 325,261,000{3 347,752,000 -
4, chains to total e.eeo 29.5 33.3 33.0 33.5 ////
Fish and Meat Markets =~
Chains (number) ..eveees 21 16 14 / 14
Stores (maximum) ..eesse 225 177 162 /162
NN BaloB sdecssoecane | B 8,083,900 (3 4,776,400|§ 4,166,000{3 4,&45,100
Total sales {all stores)| &  83,026,200(s 50,090,000|3 60,579,000|¢ 64,865,000
%, chains to total s 907 905 609 "'2
Variety Stores --
BRE AN (MIMBar) .ees dee 15 14 14 14
Stores (maximum) sessnse 327 356 414 437
Challii' 88108 wsensesssss $  39,383,600{¢ 33,348,600(8 41,422,100{3 46,323,400
Total sales (all stores) & 44,212,2001% 37,256,000|3 46,281,000(8 51,585,000
4, chzins to total ....s 89.1 89.5 89.5 89.8
Men's and Boys' Clothing }
and Fyrnishings Stores(in- \
cluding eystom teilors)-- t
Chaips znumber) w5 *ud ' 22 14 1 - 16
§tores (maximum) .....es 3 iég g , 158
GRRln BALEE necepsoss s §,866, 8 g,l 6 939p3 3 f g g 1500
Total sales (all atorea) A 72 ilo,509 , 008 56,897,00 61, ;ooo
4, chains to total ..... 13,7 iZaﬁ 11:
Family Clothing Stores -- . .
Chains gnumber) asetis i U0 bl 1 12 .14 14
Stores (maximum) ....ees 5 63} 19 /1
B BEERE 5 6o oo osigng g 4,746,600 g 6,722,000 g 8 790,400 9 8,607,700
Total sales (all stores) | ¢ 42,144,100 31 5 ood' 40, 208 000|4 43,452,000
%. Shging to total «.... 133 2 1.3 21.9 19,
Women's Apparel and
Acgesgsories Stores -~ 2o
Chains Snumber) ..... o 28 lg 21 19
Stores (maximum) suee.ee 203 14 190 194
Chain 88108 secevescanes | 9 8 84,800 Q 4,029,400 g 212 »200 3 6, 216 600
"Total sales (all stores) 3 69 06 0001y 44 699 000 49 76 000| § 52 318 ,000
%, chains to total ..... 12.3 § i
Shoe Stores =-
Chains gnumber) iR 4 vuid 17 22 25 25
Stores (maximum) o..o.eee 203 274 334 355
Chain 88168 eesscansas ¢ 7,702,700{3 17,114,800/  9,331,600{¢ 10,093,000
Total sales (all storea) $ 35,908,000{% 25,989,000]3 28,592,000|% 30,253,000
%, chains to total ..... el 27.4 32.6 33.4

Continued on Page

O,

|
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Table 2.--Principal Statistics of Retail Chains for Selected Kinds of Business, by

‘

Years, 1930, 1933, 1936 and 1937--(Continued) --

e

1930 1933 1936 1987

Hardware Storos =--

Chains (numbaer) ........ 13 14 13 13

Stores (maximum) eecesee 70 76 69 68

Chain 881688 se.eeeseceees |§ 4,218,100 8  3,024,50018 4,768,400{8 5,422,600

Total sales (all stores) |3 70,891,700 (3  42,732,000(8 53,972,000{¢ 59,741,000

%, Chains to total ..... 6.0 Toll . 9.1
Lumber and Building -

Material Dealsrs --

Chains (number) ........ 46 42 37 35
Yards (maximum) .ec.coee 1,035 883 835 809
Chain 881688 siesvescsree $ 18,597,500 (% 9,505,700(% 12,905,100{¢ 13,221,100
Total sales (all stores) |$ 66,200,700[% 29,331,000 v 42,306,000{G 46,399,000
4, chains to total ..... 201 32.4 30.5 28.5
Furniture Storess =--
Chains (numb8r) sesec.s. 8 9 6 )
Stores (maximum) ....... 96 84 63 (-
Chain 88168 «.eeseesevss |§  9,367,900(3  4,317,400|  4,130,200{3 5,658,000
Total sales, (all stores) |3 41,016,500{5 23,073,000(3 32,231,000{% 37,824,000
& Chaine @b Total .lu.s 22,8 k8.7 12.8 15.0
Redio and liusic Stores ==
Chains (number) .eeceves 7 4 5 5
Stores (maximum) «eeevso 75 30 30 32
Diiiin 50068 o orvbaiiss 18 15104,30048 1,070,300{% 2,294,400 Q 2,785,200
Total sales (all stores) |& 33,894,200(¢ 13,440,000{¢ 19,589,000 21,961,000
¢, chains to total ..... a0 8.0 11 12,7
Resteurants --
Chains (number) seeessee 21 17 14 13
Stores (Maximum) eeseees 262 240 209 203
Chain 8108 sesseeenseas |3 13,438,600[5  7,129,3001$  6,954,700{3 6,891,900
Total sales (all stores) |4 175,977,100 3 41,667,000(3 48,762,000(% 51,940,000
4, chains to total ..uee W 7 17.1 Wod 1343
Drug Stores --
Chains énumber) bodmhl o 31 29 30 31
Stores (maximum) e....s. 292 301 20 332
Chain 88168 ..coserssecs i 13,971,300 i 11,001,300 g 12,871,600 g 14,163,300
Total sales (all stores) {3 76,848,900¢ 57,253,000 64,055,000 68,724,000
4, chaing to total e.ees 18,2 19,2 20,1 20.6
Cifice, School and Store

Supplies and Equipment

Dealers ==
Chainﬂ Snumber‘) sssonrte 16 ll 12 12
Stores (maximum) .eseees | 173 144 146} 147
Chein 88168 eeeesesasvss |9 11,134,200 Q 5,332,100 § 8,707,200/ 10,675,000
Total sales (ell stores) |s 19,829,900y 10,003,000|% 15,656,000 18,599,000

) thains to Hotial Z5% 56.1 5303 5506 57.4

Tobacco Stores and Stands -- 4 q g

Chains (numbsT) secesase ¥

Sggres Egaximu;) e 215 234 222 215

Chain 88leB ssscerssesns S 7;800g700 3 5’446)200 "3 5)833)100 $ 6p097p300

Total sales (all stores) |5 30,702,800{% 21,586,000y 24,501,000|§ 26,605,000

4, chains to total «...s 25.4 25.2 23.8 22,9
Liquor Stores =-—

v Cheins (numbar) «eseeece 9 8 8 8
Stores (maximum) ..e.soe 645 595 610 608
Chain sales ... 12100,394,000{3 54,872,700]% 65,908,000 5 174,305,200

| —_—
siote: In some instances total sales figures for ysars previous to 1937 have been

revised,

- e i - g



Table 1.--Summar

of Retail Chains in Canada

il

(Number of Chains, Stores, Sales, Instalment Sales, Accounts Outstanding, Salaries and Wages and Stocks.)

Net Sales, 1§ ;'7

Customers'

I RE Accounts
Kind of Business Number | Number of Stores total | total |Instalment| Outstand-|Salaries & Wages Stocks on Hand,
of 1937 fmount chain| chain .Sales ing, Dec.|(Store employees | End of Year, At Cost
Chains | Average |Maximum 3 sales! sales : $.‘ 1LL519}7 leul, Sto;es Marehouses .
L4
81l Dhadns, Tokdl (1) ... 0 -39 7,346 17,815 |414,133,300/100.00 24,518,000133,526,200|. .39,289,500 48,550,700!12,280,000
All Chains Less Govern- |
ment Liquor Stores, Total| 439 62,0431 7,207 1339.828,100 100,00 124,518,000]33,526,200 36,545,100 43,568,500 8,677,100
!
Food Group, Total c.seeeeo_ 109 2,4561 2,587 1128.736.,200] 31.09| 37.88 105,600 1.679,900 10,103,600 6,626,800| 4,154,100
Bakery product chains(i);......,.i 8 76 80 (x) (X) () - €3] (xg 11,200] 11,200
Candy and confectionery store i j
c T R S I 10 186 205 4,308,500| 1.04 Tan - 58,800 653.000 76,500/ 169,700
Grocery store chains occcoseeseenoo 31 482 498 | 20,167,700] 4.87 5.94 - 274,100 1,360,300 1,422,800 735.600
Combination store chains ...eveo. 44 1,542 1,627 | 96,222,000| 23.23| 28.31 105,600 923,900 T, 280 , 700 4,922s600§ 2,926,000
Mozt marked Shalg ..oo.ivsoreas] 14 155 162 4,665,100 1.13 LW - 153,900 496,300 89,600 17,800
Other food store chaing ...eve... 2 15 i1 (x) (x (x) - (x) (X) 104,100/ 293,800
Country General Store
Chainsg, Total seevoveensen 28 158 164 8,926,600 2.16 2,63 334,300] 1,187,400 653,500 2,257,100 43,700
General Merchandise Group,
BRI (bl + < 5085 55a o vim 22 494 54 | 48,985,208 21.831 14 40 5,100 82,200 6,159,200 6,849,100 949,900 _
D ds store chai oo E e 5 6
G:ie§:§ ;er2§a:di::1::ore chains Z gg 153 2,661,800 .64 .18 5,100 78, 800 321,200 615,000 3488
Variety, 5 and 10, and to-a~-dol-’
Iar Blere ChEEE &. ..l bneadls 14 422 437 | 46,323,400f 11.19{ 13.63 - 3,400 5,832,000 6,234,100 946,900
Automotive Group, Total ... 29 307 48 | 13.055 601 3.19 3.85 ] 1,923,900{ 1,345,500 1,509,600 1,224,300 28,800
Automobile dealer chains ......e. 4 29 30 SAS4 400 ' 1.26 1.52 | 1,639,400 912,500 554,000 942,300 -
Accessories, tires and battery
store chains ...... S R - 23 26 910,100 JBR 2% 250,800 126,900 124,800 71,000 26,000
Filling station chains .......... 22 255 435 6,991,100] 1.69 2,06 33,700 306,100 830,800 211,000 2,800
Apparel GI‘OUP, Total sesees 74 733 784 32,189:800 7'77 9047 11235'500 112971500 31349:900 6:4911500 762’900
Men's and boys' c¢lothing and
furnishings store chains (in-
cluding custom tailors) ....... 16 147 158 T, 005008  1.76 2.14 114,600 188,200 790, 700 1,254,800 219,900
Family clothing store chains .... 14 73 ™ 8,607,700 2.08 2.53 | 1,041,600/ 1,015,900 907,400 1,725,900 47,900
Women's apparel and accessories
store CHERMIE . ae @i ie rtne onis 12 176 194 6,216,600 1.50 183 79,300 51,800 541,900 887, 500 119, 700
Shg? f§§£%3§?31“3e"66'56'éé‘;ﬁ"ag %?_. 337 398 | 100830001 2.43 2:97 ! 41,600 : 1,109,900

3
\n
i

! 25023300 375,400 _
Continued on Page 6.)
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Table 3.--Principal Statistics of Retail Chaing by Provinces,

1930, 1 1936 and 1
WW
1930 1958 1936 1IN
CANADA —-
Chains (number) ........ 518 461 457 4417
Stores (maximum) ....... 8,504 8,230 8,124 7,815
Chain sales ............ |3 487,336,000|% 328,902,600|% 394,935,000(% 414,133,300
Total sales (all stores) |$2,755,569,900/%1,785,768,000(52,208,142,000{2,453,715,000
%, chains to total ..... 1758 18.4 19,9 16.9
Index of chain sales ... _100.0 67.5 81.0 85,0
British Columbia -=-
Chains (number) ....ceee 92 81 76 (F
Stores (maximum) +...... 692 740 717 696
Chain sales ,....ecce0es (3 47,875,300|3 32,405,600|8 41,068,500|3 46,497,500
Total sales (all stores) |3 248,597,500{3 155,747,000(3 208,913,000|3 232,740,000
%, chains to total ..... 19.3 20.8 1% 20.0
Index of chain sales ... 100.0 a7 85.8 9741
Albverta --
Chains (number) ...ecees 104 93 81 79
Stores (maximum) ....... 682 637 574 565
Chain 8ales «eocecesvees [@  24,918,500)0  17,269,500(3 24,189,500{¢ 26,314,000
Total sales (all stores) |J 176,537,100|3 109,074,000|3 138,853,000|¢ 152,408,000
24  cliiad to dartal .&a 14.1 15,6 17.4 1743
Index of chain sales ... 100.0 69.3 991 105.6
Saskatchewan =--
Chains (number) ........ 101 50 82 82
Stores (maximum) .....es 1,234 1,046 986 983
Chain 8ales cveesesesess [ 34,056,300|3 20,755,200{% 23,986,900|¢ 22,717,400
Total sales (all stores) |5 189,181,100(¢ 103,091,000/ 131,935,000|3 129,166,000
%, chains to total ..... 18,0 26,1 g1 iy 4
Index of chain sales ... 100.0 60,9 70.4 66.7
Manitoba ==
Chains (number) .s..eceee 91 13 66 63
Stores (maximum) .seec.ee 434 374 K 333
Chain 88168 ,.cssssusese |9 22,105,800(3 13,619,700)]8 16,677,300|3 . 18,027:800
Total sales (all stores) |$§ 189,243,900(3 122,045,000}3 148,541,000(3 161,253,000
%, chains to total .... 11.7 11,2 11,2 1dad
Index of chain sales ... 100.0 61.6 75.4 81.6
Ontario =--
Chains (number) .eeeeeee 250 217 2217 230
Stores (maximum) e..ce.e 3,276 3,210 3,277 3,180
Chein sales ee.evenssses |3 214,391,300(% 150,908,000)3 181,786,000{5 184,973,100
Total sales (all stores) |{$1,099,990,200(y 741,630,000|§ 913,223,000|31,022,068,000
4, chains to total ..... 19.5 20.3 19.9 18.1
Index of chain sales ... 100.0 70.4 84.8 86.3

Continued on Page 10

(1) Figures for 1936 and
Note:

1937 include an indeterminate amount of wholesale sales.
In some instances total sales figures for years previous to 1937 have been
revised.
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Table 3.--Principal Statistics of Retail Chains b Provinces,

1930, 1933, 1936 and 1937--(Continued) --

1930

1936

1937

1933

Qusbec --
Chains (number) ........ 175 147 138 134
Stores (maximum) ....... 1,698 1,668 1,628 1,481
Chein sales ............ |¢ 117,100,400(;  73,398,300(G 79,895,000{4 83,442,500
Total smles (all stores) |{ 651,138,500|3 422,297,000| 498,143,000]4 565,921,000
%, chains to total ,.... 18.0 17.4 16,0 14,7
Index of chain snles ... 100.0 baa il 63,2 T3

New Brunswick --
Chains (number) .eev.e.. 42 41 46 44
Stores (maximum) ....... 163 190 211 205
Ghain 88168 «evveoes.wns §8  11,958,70006 7,561,300(¢ 10,791,100{¢ 12,878,800
Total sales (all stores) (3  84,371,900|%  52,375,000|3  66,965,000|% 76,656,000
%, chains to total ..... 14,2 14.5 16.1 16.8
Index of chain 8aleB ... 100.0 63.4 90.2 Q9.7

Nove Scotia --
Chaing gnumber) JIRALE 48 50 50 49
Stores (maximim) ......e 2217 283 301 295
Chain sales s...eeevsews |3 12,163,300(3 11,715,500|5 14,953,100 17,384,900
Totel sales (all stores) |§  99,519,900|3 68,839,000|8 68,249,000|3 99,336,000
%, cheins to total ...., 12 4% ; 1970 16.9 17.5
Index of chain sales ... 100.0 96.3 122.9 142.9

Prince Edward Island ==~
Chains (number) ..eevee. $ 5 7 7
Stores (maximum) ..e.eee ig 8 7 7
@iain Salol .o8..osmein 15 678,700(5 350,900 500,30013 507,700
Total sales (all stores) |§ 13,773,700|% 8,905,000(3 11,351,000|3 11,743,000
%, chains to total ..... 4.9 B ) bt 4.3
Endex of chain sales ... 100.0 517 173.17 74.8

Yukon and Northwest

Territories -=-

Chains (number) ....ceee 6 4 4 4
Stores (maximum) ......e 31 74 63 72
Gladn 98168 vovi o rabsbne- 18 2,087,700|¢ 696,600 |¢ 1,007,300y 1,36¢9,%
Total sales (all stores) |o 3,216,100(¢ 1,765,000|4 1,969,000 |4 2,413,
%, chains to total ,.... 64.9 0.9 55+5 558
Index of chain sales ... 10,0 43,0 52l 6645

Note:

revised.

In some instances total sales figures for years previous to 1537 have beeon




Table 4,-~Chains Clasaified According to Type of Operation

B ———————— === —_—== — ey e
. T " ]

Number Por Cont | Average | Number Per Cent Average

Type of Operation Number of Total Chain |of Total | Sales Number of Total Chain| of Total, Sales

of Stores Sales Chain Per of Stores Sales Chain i Per

Chains | (Average) Salos Storo Cheing| (Averags) Sales Store

) v v @

B, Ohiing, BORE1 .o ie. 457 1,588 394,939,000 | 109.00 52,047 447 1,346 414,133,300 100,00 565375
Lonal chllng .oe. svgzee 167 1,002 54,149,300 3Ll Tl 50,046 57 1,044 49,190,600 11.88 47,1117
Provincial chains ..... 187 2,658 154,574,700 39.14 58,155 ! 181 2,622 173,377,200 41.87 66,124
Sgctional chains ...... 54 1,497 " 59,273,300 15,01 SRS 60 1,413 59 +03k 4906 14.25 41,778
National chains ....... 49 2,351 126,937,700 32.14 53,993 j 49 2,267 132,533,600 32.00 , 58,462

Table ~~Chains Classified According to Number of Units arated

1. 91 3.6 e G)=5 %)
Number Per Cent |Average Number Per Cent | Average
Size of Chain Number of Total Chaim |of Total Sales Number of Total Chain | of Total Sales
of Stores Sales Chain Par of Stores Sales Chain Per
Chaing | (Avernge 3 es Stgre Chaing | (Average) 3 Saleg | ﬁggre
L 4
A1) Chsingy BEEAL ;.40 .o 457 1,588 394,935,000 100,00 SR OB 4417 1,346 414,133,300 | 100.00 | 956,375
Chains having -
lesa than 6 units ..... 185 00 40,824,100 10.34 54,072 177 728 39,804,300 9.61 54,676
0= IO EREREE. .. . enas 130 983 50,150,200 12.170 51 50187 135 1,026 61,619,900 14.88 60,058
8025 S2ASIIUNORER h..ise e 83 1,276 72,609,800 18,38 56,904 79 1,249 65,702,300 15.87 52,604
26 = S50 0RE cueea os 33 1,185 47,228,100 11;96 39,855 31 1,125 45,729,600 11.04 40,649
53 =~ MO RS il ..o 13 917 43,374,800 10.98 44,396 3 955 63,501,000 15.33 66,493
More than 100 units ... & 3812 140,748,000 | 35.64 | 58,353 12 2,263 |137,776,200 33.27 60,882
i { j ;

-I‘t-



Table 6.--Chains Classified According to Total Retail Sales Volume

j 1 9-38 : 19371
Number . Per Cent | Average i Numbor | Pur Cent | Average
Size of Chain Numbe r of Total Chain ; of Total Sales Number of Total Chain j of Total Sales
of Units Sales Chain Per of Units Sales Chain Per
4 Chains | (Average) Sales Unit Chaing | (Average) y Sales Unit,
2 3 v B
ANl "OBedas; Bolad' s .. e 457 7,588 394,935,000 | 100.00 52,047 447 1.346 414,133,300 | 100.00 _rzé,-“s.z:z_
Chains having sales of -
Less than $100,000 .... 88 419 5,878,000 1,49 14,029 72 354 4,851,400 LA | 18efof
$100,000 - 3250,000 ... 141 944 23,448,200 5.94 24,839 131 830 21,980, 500 5.30 | 26,483
©250,000 - $500,000 ... 98 1,046 34,171,800 8.65 32,669 107 1,094 37,630,200 9.09 34,397
$500,000 - $1,000,000 . 61 918 42,544,400 4.9 46,345 64 1,001 44,010,600 10.63 | 43,967
$1,000,000 - $2,500,000 40 1,282 61,474,200 15.57 47,952 42 1,083 61,779,600 14,92 | 57,045
$2,500,000 - 35,000,000 14 1,046 46,213,600 ! 11.70 44,181 14 1., 1g 58,961,000 ! 14,24 | 53,552
More than (5,000,000 .. | 15 i . 1.938.  ifn S8R 800 i 4588 g3 043 14 1,383 184,920,000 44,65 ' 98,209

Table 7.~-Chain Store Gross liargins for Sclected Kinds of Business, 1937.

Number {3 Gross Margin
Kind of Business of Chains| Net Chain Per GCgnt of
Reporting Sales Amount Total Sales
w ¥

Biockby Shong chadfie shi., ol i o g e T <TRiEIRERLs| o i 3 20,167,700 | 3,428,200 16.6
G nomtii. sthtwe TSNS 5.0 o ini'd s S TR s Bies asisltels stomiiarens 44 96,222,000 (18,584,300 19.2
Meat merket chains (including 868 £00d8) sceeveescccccccnns 14 4,665,100 | 1,047,700 22,5
Seuniby fonoral Nl CRBINE w5t o s Eaess g samn s bles o g e 27 8,926,600 | 1,754,700 19.4
By mads Shotn WORAIE o 5y shore g v s e wile osi s s ksl a S shaia ot o' d 7 2,235,600 663,900 2%.5
NEEEISEE" B BHEENET oo o ool o s Ml s ot i Knprer sisnn 8-5ioe Kiian & 5 14 46, 2;,400 17,067,000 36.8
Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings store chains (2) . 1= %,é?'.500 1,24g,300 gg.?
Family clothing store CHBINS eiveveecssessacsserossassacss 14 ) O%.ZSO 2,519,200 -2
Women's apparel and accessories store chains (35 R - 15 £,853,400 | 1,951,100 33.3
T T R S e R 25 10,093,000 | 3,011,000 29.7
RSN B CO TR i o ore o iiersnss o 5 o cxsfiins-tows » s-buemsimsie . o o oca 13 5,422,600 | 1,355,500 25,0
Lumber end building material dealer dhBins «-eceoevenscasns 35 13,221,100 3,454,300 25157
pepidtive. SEaRe. CHBD aaiBis <o v d5.0s vuehes b dos orsis e heTos [ 5,658,000 | 2,537,300 41.8
Ridie and miEe \ShERe GREEIE 4 v oo sme bl cme otmre s v m e siasiale s 5 2,785,200 | 1,370,100 47,1
Ry st WD .0 e 5570k 55 0 3 scso nlois Doifhas saws b v s e Fe . sl 13 6,891,900 | 3,478,700 504
DS iSSR0 CIIIEIE, . &) iin bpidinsecrne s oo 0. s, o i s e, -0 5 B 6o 31 14,163,300 | 4,572,800 32.2
Gead alid Waas ol CRAEMIE oo <o o0 anvh ot b o oets b — 3 2,428,400 438,400 8.1
Jewellery store chains ....... S REr e 3 ¥ | & Bn, 5 SCEREE' T o 4 7,735,700 3,430,200 44.3
Toboceo SHOES CHEMRS o b s on oo o ooibe T T - S g . 6,697,800 1 ) 742 S0 24.8

glz In some iusturces these figurcs include a small amcunt of wholosnla busiregs 2m addiiiad o abers sdlna

2, Hat ond cap store chains and custom tailor chains net ineludod.

23) Millirery cheains not includod,

et



Table 8.--Variety Store Chain Gross Margins, 1937

A, Chains Classified According to Number of Stores.

B e ————

L T
(1) hverage | Gross Margin
Number | Number of Por Cent] Sales Par Cont
Size of Chain of Stores Store Sales | of Chein Per Amount of Total
Chains | (Average) : Sales Stgye Sales(2)
2] 9 $
AL Ghaiingn, Tobal v s > 14 422 46,323,400 | 100.00 {109,771{17,067,000] 36.84
Chains having --
Less than 10 8tores ..eeeecees 4 26 1,065,800 2.30 | 40,992 330,300 30.99
] Q=" 25 2B L OIREIE) W (2 Yerayo* o (oTELE: hllsvs (o 6 101 9,070,800 19.58 89,810 2,768,700] 30.52
Morc than 25 stores cceeccscocso 4 295 i 36,186,800 | 78.12 |122,667113,968,000| 38.60
B. GChains Clessified According to Total Smlss Velume.
g ; JE Sl
A3l Chaing, Toiad) % kR 14 422 46,323,400 | 100,00 1109,771117,067,000| 36.84
Chains having sales of =~
Less than $250,000 cevceeesess 1 5)
) 2,614,200 5.64 - 395609 828900 3x.29
$3250,000 - $1,000,000 vvvoseas 6 61)
Ofar 8l ,000, 000 L% kol %0 N5 1 356 43,709,200 94,36 1122,77916,249,000} 37.18

{

(1) The average number of stores was derived from the numbers reported at tho boeginning, middle end

end of the year.

(2) The gross margin percentage is based upon total sales, including store sales and any wholesale
sales made direct from warehouses.

_E-[-



Table 9.--Shog Stors Chain Gross Margins, 1937

A. Chains Classified According to Number of Stores.

e e —

e = m
e e T .

(I) Aveorage Gross_paggin
Number | Number of Per Cgnt Sales Per Cent
Size of Chain of Storcs Store Salcs | of Chein Per Amount of Total
Chains | (Avorage) L Salos Store Sples(2)
B 9 ¢
K11 Cgains, Total ...: 25 337 110,093,800 100,00 29,950 1,011,000‘4 29.69
i
Chains having - :
Loss than 6 8torcs o.o... /i & 1_37L, 380 12.. 60 417,085 346,800 27.28
6% I Whares « ot yesss 9 69 1,964,600 19,46 28, 42 529,000 26,93
U -2 sholFog orius sz 6 83 2,687,590 2663 1 32,300 | 809,700 29.96
More than 25 5toros see.o ! 3 158 | 4,169,600 4%.31 | 26,350 21,325,500 3.5
B. Chains Classified According to Total Salcs Volume,
W= v :3
All Chains, Total .... 25 337 10,093,000 100,00 29,950 13,011,000 29.69
Chaing having smlces of -
Less than $100,000 eeevee )’ 4)
' ¥ ¥ 2aEge0 24.23 | 26,298 | 636,400 26,02
400,000 = $050L000 Jxees 13 89)
2250,000 - 502,000 cosam 5 38 1,63¢,800 16.16 42,916 502,100 30.51
More than 500,000 ...... | 6 206 6,016,500 59.61 29,206 (1,372,500 30.94

i

(1) The avorage number of stores was derived from tho numbers reported at the beginning, middle and -

end of tuG year,
(2) The grees weg

S22 1rect from warchousas.

an percentage is based upon total salcs, including storc sales and any wholeszle

-.'v'[..



Table 10.--Lumber and Building Material Chain Gross Margins, 1937.

A, Chains Clessificd According to Numbor of Units.

- —

s s average "~ Gross Margin
Numher |Numbor of Per Cent Sales " Fer Cgnt
Size of Chain of Units Yard Sales | of Chain Por Amount ' of Total
Chains | (Average) i Sales Unit ' Sales(2)
ss @ B
KI1--"Chginsy Betal 5. «a0e 35 196 13,221,100 100.00 16,609 | 3,454,309 25.74
Chains havin% - _ .
Lege Gl 6 UBTEE et oiosssane 38 36 2,331,200 17.63 64,756 696,900 . 4 5]
6 —35 10 units 0000080000 7 60 1,216’033 9020 20,267 269’263 22014
1 =ry2h) SUMIASEIS: saiiklie. Hea etk tists 10 1173 2,137,200 WLy R2e354 576,009 26.99
A6 =50 HIEES oo mee en s a8 i/ 235 3,607,000 e.gd 15,349 965,6003 6 W7
More than SO WIBISHIS! misiete srotirase 3 292 3)929,700 29072 13,458 945,800: 24007
B. Chains Classificd According to Total Sales Volums,
A A R,
v v ¥
N8 (GHAN SRy FROREEN oo faie 10 ¢ R} 196 13,221,100 100.09 16,609 | 3,454,300 25.74
Chains having sales of -
Ligss thae WGOIOUD 5 oa o camd 3 53 456,200 3.45 8,608 101,090 22.14
$100,000 = $250,000 .......; 3 117 1,400,700 11559 1T, 52 343,600 24.53
250,000 = S500.000 cuene oo 10 194 3,224,600 24.39 16,622 810, 400 25.13
More than 3500,000 ..cecevee | 8 432 6,139,600 - 18,842 | 2,199,300 26.38

(1) The average number of units was derived from the numbers reported at the beginning, middle and

end of the year.

(2) The gross margin percentagc is based upon total sales, including any wholcsale businoss not pess-
ing directly through the¢ rctail yards.

= 6GF =



Tabloe 11.~--Drug Store Chain Gross Margins, 1

A, Chains Classified According to Numbor of Stores.

_9‘[-

(1) AveTage Gross Margin
Number |[Numbor of Per Cent Salos i Por Cent
Sizo of Chain of Storecs | Store Sales [of Chain Per Amount of Total
Chainsg [(Average) Sales Store Salos(2)
2 v ¢
#1311 Chaine, Tatel ....J03T 322 1463 380 1 d60.08 44,260 ] 4,522,100 | 31.88
Chains having -
Loss than 6 stores ceseoeo | 11 43 1,625,500 11.48 l 37,612 489,400 Eols 0
b= 8 BHORES, 5 - Aiarssctsisssuss ale 14 106 3 888 208 | 2900 : 36,6156 | 1,200,300 30.93
More than 10 stores .....! 6 L1 A L T 95 2o T N T | 50,620 | 2,832,400 | 32.65
i a ; g -
B, Chains Classified According to Total Sales Volume.
$ ¢ 2
A1l Chains, Total ..... | 3t 328 14,163,300 | 100,00 44,260 | 4,522,100 | 31.88
Chains having sales of -
Less than 3100,000 ....... 4 5 313,600 22 20,907 93,100 29.69
' 100,000 - $250,000 ..eess | 13 72 2,200,300 15.54 30,560 664,200 | 30.19
$250,000 - 3500,000 ...... 9 79 3,043,400 2049 | 38,584 924,700 | 30.38
Mere than 3500,000 ....... 5 159 8,606,000 60,76 55,8831 2,840,100 32.92

(1) The average number of stores was derived from the numbers reported at the beginning, middle and

end of the year,

(2) The gross margin percentage is based upon total sales, including store sales and any wholesale
sales made direct fromwarehouses,



Table 12,--Voluntary Chains in Canada, 1930 - 1937

(Number of Voluntary Chains, Stores, Value of Pyrchases and Average Purchgses Fer Store)

A, All Voluntary Chains,

. o

o+ st .

rer————
ooy

Numbe r Numbe r Total Purchases I Avorage Index of
Year of of at Wholesale Purchases Purchases,
__Cheine Storas Prices Per Store {1930 = 10C}
$ ¢

S S i S 24 4,485 22788, 02 5,680 100,0
B s Boen s oo 2 5456 25,220,327 4,62 ). ¥
UOBRE, Lo oomsng 30 6,207 26,364,548 4,245 1157
IR -5 haaso 32 6,689 28,625,065 4,279 125.6
IO oo e 31 6,430 30,021,219 j 4,669 188
B (T 200w 38 73381 31,231,500 i G243 b p

G T I 44 7,982 WR852,,510 4,116 , 144,2

Ll i e W+ %3 8,210 35,006,804 ! 4.213 : A 7

B. &1l Voluntary Food Chains.

s i e s T L TR R e M Ol N e
$ $ |

B s e 003 23 4,472 22,720,502 5,081 100.0
IV o T e 26 5,198 23,626,795 4,545 104.0
11 R S 26 5,790 25,433,064 4,392 111.9
RS e et 0 de 27 6,025 26,725,418 4,436 Lagh.
e b e 23 5,659 26,842,228 4,743 118.1
RS £1) 165 30 ¢,525 27,703,216 4,246 121.9
11 32 6,670 27 , 336x, 262 4,098 120,3
TN <owcdimpeas 37 6,949 28,417,699 ! 4,089 125.1

(1) Figures for 1935 have been revised.
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