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Drug Store Cha1 	an Canaia, 130 -1933 

This reporr is one o & Seri'E preseitin. preliminary figures for the Census of Merohandising arid Service E5ablishrLen -cs, 133. The basic figures for the yei 1)30 were secured from the Census taken in 1931, and the data for the Period 1931 o 1933 	been furnisned for the Census 

These pre1imiiary figures c the retail sales of drug chains c:J 	o chain stcre ca 	atio-s and oanno -  be taken as a true in- dication of the bi,sj8 trend of all drug 
stores until the figures for indepenuent stores i1a -e been prepared and co1pred with chain store sales. It is also necessary bo poiiit oi.tb 	the entran 	w of ne chain organize- tions into this field, tbscugh tj' expansioa of single oi' multiple stores into chains and the dJ.sappuarance of c 1iaiu store organizatjo 	through ceasing to do Dusiness or retaiing 13ss than four units, affects the 

701.ume of trade handled by ckaain from year to year. In other words, the 
present report does not ftrnis -j a oB1parion of the bUs1nss transacted by identical firms over the past ford- yea.s, tu it does indicate the yearly 
volumes of bujris trajisacted by firms which could be classified as chain. 

A group of stores has bean coesider 	as a chain only when four 

	

or more stores ure under he sat.e 	nersiip or management and carry on th same or similar kinds 02 busins, In 1930, there were 31 drug chains in 
Canada which operated 292 stores arc had tote]. r-eiail sales of l3,971.3QQ. 
In 1933, there were 29 chains cperain lu the drug field. The highest 
number of stores in cperatioj duThng tne year was 301, an3 retail sales 
amounted to i1,QOi,73Q or 28 Y per cent of the 190 figure. Represcnti 
the retail sales Of drug erins in lY3. by lY., the relatave sales foc the 
triree following years may be ropresered by 97.2, 89.6 and 78.7. 

When analyzed by geograpntc divisiors, it is seen that the 
smallest decrease in drug iiin sales occurred in Ontario. where tne bus-
iness in 1933 amounted to 88.2 pci cent of that in 1930. The number 

J' chaIn stores in Ontario Iricreased during the same period from 137 in 1930 
e Prairie Po1rnces t il 	

he number of chain stores re- 
to 156 in 1933. In t
mained relatively constant, and saL.es decreased from 11,778,300 in 1930 ;o 
66.6 per cent of that figure, or l,l83.S0C, in 193. 

Table I.--Number of Chains, Stores, end Total Sales. 

Number of chajs 	..... 3 32 29 
Number 01' stores 	

. 292 305 313 301 Total 	Sales 	•......... 	13,97' 300  13,53.30 	! *12,521 100 1l,OO1,7OO 
Index of chain sales, 

1930 	= 100 	'.., :LOO.0 97.2 	89.6 I 	78.7 
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b1e 1.--.Number of 	ud 
1933 

•: Prcvicc:$ , 1J3 	ti 

T0TL -- 	 Chains 
:3toes 
Ccles. 

uide•: of ohain saLes, 1 	= 100 

British Columbia -- 	Chains 
Stores 
Sa1e. 

Index of chain sales, 130 = 100 

prairie provinces -- 	Uhains 
Stores 
Saes 

Index of chain sales, 1930 = 100 

3rtario -- 	 Chains 
uores 
d1€S. 

.riex Cl'ccir 	 I)5LJ 	100 

Quebec -- 	 Chains 
Stores 
Sales. 

Index of chain sales, 1930 = 100 

Maritime Provinces -- 	Chains 
Stores 
Sales. 

Index of chain sales, 1933 = 100 

31 
292 

413,971,500 
100.0 

4 
41 

H 2,042,500 
100.0 

7 
37 

3 1,778,600 
100.0 

11 
137 

6,939,200 
100.0 

7 
54 

2,361,900 
100.0 

4 
23 

793,100 
100.0 

30 
311,001,70. 

3 
39 

3 1,367,800 
67.0 

6 
3d 

$ 1,183,800 
66 . 

15 
3 6,163,900 

I 	 88. 

5 
45 

3 1,648,200 
69.6 

4 
25 

3 	638,000 
80 

Table III.--Number of Chains, 	Stores, EmpTeient and Wage Facts, Sales and 
Stocks, During 1933 

Number of chains 	..... 29 
Numberofstores ...................... 301 
Employees and wages (including part- 

fime) -- 

ra1e 	........ 	........... • 0 1,294 
Female 	. 	. . . . 	....... . 	. . 29 c 
aes 	.."" .......... 1,494,900 

..,. ll,001,70C 
:ocks on hand in stores, 	end of year, 

at cost .............. • 1,994,500 



1 U 1 U 1 3801 


