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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SEREVICe ESTABRLISHMENTS

FOQL CHAINS IN CANADA, 1941

SUWNARY.

Tetel seles of the feed cheins in 1941 amounted to §177,405,900, re-
presenting en incrazse cf 39.1 per cent cver the tctsl deller veclume obteined by all
feced chzains in 1930. During the same pericd the maximum numbter of stcres cperzted by
the fced chains drepped from 2,352 in 1930 to 1,707 outlets in 1941. Seles cf the food
chains in 1941 exceeded those cf the esrlier yesr in 21l previnces except Seaskatchewan
where a slight decrease was recerded, tut the percentege rotes of incresse in the cther
provinces veried sharply from the aversge fer the Deminien. In beth years, hewever,
sales of chein food stores in Onterie, Cuebec, and British Cclumbia provided slightly
over four-fiftns ef the totzl szles velunme.

Three pheses in the opersticns of the foed chaing ere zpporent during
toe eleven-yesr pericc. Thus, in the 1920-19324 peried, sslec drepped frer $127,582,500
in 1920 te $104,912,800 in the latter year asccciuted with a slight increzce ir the
number cf stcree cpersted; between 1924 and 1927, tetel selec rese te $121,054, 800
gecempenied by 2 slight drep in steres cpereted; znd tetween 1927 =nd 1941 teotel setles
cf the foed cheins rese sharply te $177,405,900 nciwvithstending o decrecse of 580 chain
units in the numter cf steres eperstec.

During 1941, the foed chezine gecured ebent 27 per cent c¢f the totel
salec made Ly &1l grccery, cembineticr and meet end fish market steres in Cerade,
elightly greater then the chare ef the merket chteined ty the feed cheine in 1920. The
cerpetitive gituetien in Ontaric and Fritich Columlie, hewever, wes epperently much
keener then irn tne cther previnees, the percentege ef chein te tetel sglec bLetween
1920 end 1941 rising fronm 3/ per cent te 3€ per cent in Ontsric, end frem 27 per
cent te 34 per cent in Britich Cclumtie. Vhen exemined by size of locelity, the
fecod cheins ere feund te neve increzsed their chare cof the svailstle merket tetween
1920 and 1941 in places with pepuleticns ¢t 30,000 tc 100,000, end in places with
pepulatiens cf 100,000 erd cver, raintcined their pesiticn in lecality-size greups cf
10,000 tc 30,000 end lecst scme greund in emeller places cf less then 10,000 pepuletion.
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A merked trend toward & reduction in totel number of units and a
progressively increasing number of stores witl shearply larger individual sales
volumes is apperent between 1934 and 1941. This movement was even more pronounced
between 1937 and the later yeer when a sharp reduction in the number of stores with
annual sales volumes of less than $100,000 per store coincided with a considerable
increese in the number of units having annuel sales in excess of $100,000 per store.
A perticularly noteworthy development during this period is the appearance of units
with very large annual seles volumes. Thus,14 stores in 1937 had individual sales
renging between $300,000 and $500,000 per store; in 1941, however, 110 units were
classified in this group, and an additional 38 outlets experienced ssles volumes
between $500,000 and $1,000,000 per year.

The interval between 1930 and 1941 was also characterized by a
closure of many of the older chein units accompanied by the opening of fewer new
outlets promising grester profits and larger sales volumes. Thus, of the 1,882
chain food stores which were in operation in 1930 and established previously to that
year, only 652 were reported in business in 1941. This represents the closure of
1,230 units, or 65 per cent of those stores which in 1930 hed been in operation for
at least one year. Conversely, of the stores opened by the food cheins between 1929
and 1941, 1,007 outlets were still in business during the recent census year. While
conplete data on the openings end closings of stores are not availaeble for the inter-
censal period, it is apparent that a major turnover in the number of stores used by
the food cheins occurred within this period.

GFNERAL, ANALYSIS

Introduction

The food chains analyzed in this report are enterprises with four
or more retail outlets and comnsist of three types of organizations: grocery chains,
combination chains, and meat and fish market chains. For purposes of classification,
grocery stores are considered to be those which do not hendle fresh meats and in
which sales of groceries predominaste; combinastion stores are those which handle both
groceries and fresh meats; meat and fish stores are those which specialize principally
in the sale of either of these types of commodities. Fresh fruits and vegetables,
however, are sold in almost sll grocery and combination stores. Food chains are
claessified into the above types on the basis of the kind of food stores predominating
within each chain organization. Thus,each of these three types of chain may contein
a minority of individual chain outlets differing from the classification of the chein
a8 & whole. Grocery chains, according to Table 3. sperated 448 stores in 1941, of
which 2< were combination units and 14 consisted ot other kinds. Combination cheins
in the same year had 1,093 stores in operation, of which 323 were grocery outlets
end 8 belonged to other types.

In this report different comparisons are made betweern ststisties
obteined from the first camplete Census of Merchendising for 1930 and those provided
by the second complete Ceisus of Merchandising for 1941. These comparisons reveal
various changes which occurred in the positions of the food chains during the inter-
censal period. Some comments are therefore required on the approprieste statistics
of each census year.
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In 1941, the total dollar valus of retail trade through all types of re~
tell stores amounted to $3,440,901,700, exceeding by £4.9 per cent retail sales of
$2,755,569,900 obteined in 1930, Total reteil seles of ell grocery, combination, and
meat end fish merket stores (included in the grend totels) amounted to $650,630,700 in
1941, an increase of 33.2 per cent over the dollur volume of such stores in 1930. Re-
fiecting in part a trend toward the combination type of food stcre, sales of these
outlets in 1941 were 85.4 per cent sbove the doller volume obtelned in 1930; seles of
grocery stores in 1941 recorded an increase of 9.2 per cent over 1930; and the dollar
volume of meat and fish stores in 1941 was unchanged from the earlier period.

Total sales of the food chains in 1941 recorded & sharp increase over
the doller volume recorded in 1930, the increase on a percentege besis emounting te
39.1 per cent for the Dominion. The Bureau®s retail food price index for chein food
stores, however, showed & higher level of food prices in 1930 prevailing then in 1941,
the yearly averages of these indexes for the two years, on the bese 1935-1939 = 100,
stending at 122,3 and 114.9 respectively. In terms of the physicel turnover of mer-
chendise, therefore, the increese between the two years was even greater than the 39.1
per cent mentioned &bovse,

Teble I presents the comparative position of all food chaims in 1930
and 1941 for Censda, for the provinces, and for regional areas of the Dominion. th
the number of food cheins and the number of chain outlets in the Dominion decressed
between these years. On the other hand, the total dollar volume of food cheins in 1941
exceeded that of 1930 by about 39 per cent eccompanied by an even greater increase in
average sales per store of 91.6 per cent.

Although food chains incressed their share of the total sales volume of
all grocery, combinetion and mest and fish stores in Cenada from 26.1 per cent in 1930 to
27.4 per cent in 1941, this change was by no means uniform for the different provinces
of the Dominion. In Ontario, sales of food cheins accounted for 37.9 per cent of the
sales of gll of these kinds of retail outlets in 1941 compared with 34,2 per cent in
1930, end in British Columbia the sales of the food chains comprised 34.3 per cent of
total sales of these stores in 1941 sgainst & corresponding figure of 27.2 per cent in
the previous census yeer. The food cheins likewise increased their share of the retail
food business in Alberte, Manitcbe, and the Maritime Provinces in 1941 over that obtained
in 1930. 1In Quebec and Sasketchewan, however, the food cheins lost ground, the percent-
ages dropping from 16.9 per cent to 15.0 per cent between 1930 end 1941 for the former
province, and from 3Z.1 per cemt to 29.6 per cent for the province of Saskatchewan.

Averasge seles per chein outlet have shown & sharp increase between the
two census years in ell provinces of the Dominion. The greatest gains in eversge sales
per store occurred in Quebec, Manitobs and Opntario with percentzge increases over 1930
amounting to 177.8 per e¢:=nt, 106.4 per cent, sand 96.7 per cent respectively. Quebec
and Onterio were the only two provinces in which averege doller volume per chain ocutlet
for 1941 exceeded $100,000 but lkanitoba nearly stteined this figure heving an averesge
turnover of ebout $97,000. Quebec is particularly noteworthy in that while the number
of food chaips and the number of stores each declined by about 46 per cent between 1930 and
1941, the increase in sales per outlet amounted to 177.8 per cent and average ssles per
store of $133,071 wes the highest average esttained in any of the provinces. This develop-
ment in the province of Quebec mo doubt reflects the impact of chein store taxes intro-
duced by the provimcial government during the intercensal period.
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Distritution cof Cales by Kind of Chair

Combination chains secured about 83 per cent ¢f the seles cof sall food
cheins in 1941. Grecery chains obtteined sbeut 15 per cent of the totel sales cf the
focd chains during the saeme year and the balance cf the business was done ty the mest
ené fish market chains.

The impertsnce cf corbinaticn stores in terrs ef velume of szles is
emphasized by the stztistics centained in Table 3. Thus, a tctal of 784 combineticn
stores, cpertted by both grecery and combination chains, chbtzined szles of $131,823,500
in 1941, cr 76.5 per cent of the totsl deller velume of totk kinds of chains. The
735 grocery stcree cperzted by these chains with totsl seles of $39,936,200 cn the
other hand, acecunied for sbout 22 per cent c¢f the total szles of both grocery and
cembination chains.

Both the number of comtination uniie cpersted by such chaing and thre
impertancs o tis» soles of these cutlets have increased between 1920 @nd 1941. In
1930, ccmblnatlicn cuains opersted 698 combination outlels comprising 51 per cent of
all of their stores, and these units did 69 per cent of the totzl dollar volume of
such chains; in 1941, combinatica outlets comprisad 69 per cent of the stores opsrstad
and accocunted fer abeut 87 per cent of the sales c¢f combination chains.

Trends to Larger Seles Vclume Stores

g ~ -l .y pA

Since 1934 e marked trend may be cbserved in the chein frod trade
toward prograssively grestsr individual stere velumes accempanied by decrsesing
numbers cf chain outlets in cperaticn. This mevement wes even more proncunced bhe-
tween 1937 and 1941, when & sharp reducticn in the number cf steres with annuel srles
veluves of less than £100,000 per store coincided with a considerzbtle incresse in
the number of units with snmal ssles in excess of $100,000 per stere. The trend to
units with snnual soles volumes in excess of $200,000 is even mere notescrthy. Thus,
in 193/, accerding tc the data present2d in Tatle 4, there wers cnly 25 chain outlets
with individual store sales of #200,000 and over, and these units transacted 5.67 per
cent of the sales made by the focd chains. In 1937, 68 units with individusl sales
of £200,000 and ovar acccunted for 14.74 per cent of all feed chain sales. By 1941,
ncwever, the dellar volume cf storss witaz sales of §200,000 and over comprisad
50.93 per cent cof the tectel dellar volume cf all fcod chains. In the same yeasr,
morsover, 38 units cr 2.2 per cent of the outlets cperatad by the fced chains ebteined
individual annuel sales of §£500,000 and over, and these units accounted fer 13.08
per cent cf the totzl sales of the foed chains in that year.

Table 5 contrasts chein and independeant food stores according tc amount
of annuel sales in 1941. The major portien cf the buciness cf independent stores is
done by ontlets with sales cof leas than #100,000 per unit. This is in merked contr:ct
to the experience cof fcod chain stores in 1941 where nearly three—quarters cf the
business wac done by units with snnuel sales of §100,000 and cver. Thus, while 89.8
per cent of the sales of independent focd sterss are mede bty cutlets with seles
velumes of less than #100,000 per year, 73.1 per cent. of the sales of the fced chains
are made by units with snnuzcl turnovers of §100,000 and over, and cnly 13.8 per cent
of the businags is done by chain sterss with stors velumes between $50,000 and
$100,000 per year. It is alcc interssting tc ncte that 75.1 per cent cf the sales
of indepsndent focd stores are made by these units whose individuel store volumes
range betwsen #10,000 and #100,000 per year, with a fairly even distributicn of these
sales between the four-size ranges comprising the $£10,200 to $100,000 group.
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e Sales bv Leenlity Sizes
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Table 6 presents statictices for 1941 on the number and sales of food
chain stores elassified by provinces and by size eof locality. By size of lecality,
the percentage distributicn of the sales cf all focd chains in 1941 is net markedly
different frem that preveiling in the previous censuz year. Chain units situated
in centers ranging between 30,000 and 100,000 pcpulaticn cbteined a slightly larger
shere of the totsl sales of food chains in 191 than in the former census year. The
percentages by size cf lecality for the twe census yeers ars as follows:

Distributicn of Food Chein Sales, by

"~ e - — - - e e e e~

———tt g S ey ey T3 XA I S S e RN T Py S 3 N TSl T2 g =
Size of locality | 193 | 1941
. S | g %
Totsl, all lecalities .....0s. 100 200 | Sre g~ LOGROA 5 5
100,000 znd OMer % ceciave e ~ AP | A il . W52 e
305000 - 90, GHNZ s bckiie, d - 4L Wil B 12.75 17.23
105000 = 29,080 =. . ..c 7 - L2 Foa0Y, it 18.30 17.12
B GICK B AGRCII 325, .3 A0 A £ wintt AR s 19.3, 16.33
Under QA00L. Aila, cowlogn. &' s S B 5y A 5.09 1 Sesl 3
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Since the sales of food chains are cencentrsted principszlly in the
larger urban centers, the distributicn of sales in the varicne provinces is heavily
influenced by the different pstterns of urbanizaticn. To illustrate, there were
no cities in either Alberte cr Saskatchewan in 1947 with populaticns of over
100,000 persons, and localities rsnging between 30,000 and 100,000 pecple provided
66.5 per cent and 48.3 per cent of the sales of the food chains in these previnces.
In Ncva Sceotia where there were alspo nc cities with more than 100,000 persens,
seles of the focd chaing were divided fairly ecuclly between centers ranging be-
twazn 30,000 to 100,000, 10,000 to 30,000, and 1,000 to 10,000 people, while only
8 emall percentospge of the business wes done in the rural lccalities. On tke other
hand, there were nc cities in Yaniioba ranging in size between 30,000 and 100,000
pecple and sales cf chain steres in urban aress cf 100,030 people and cver previded
72.59 per cent cf the dcllar velume cf the foed chains in that province.

Merked cnanges in tctal sales of chain fecd stores, snd average sales
per cutlet are ncticesable vhen taese ststistics are classified by size of lecality
groupings. The increase in dcllar velume tetween 1930 and 1941 cccurraed principelly
in the two larger size-of-locality groups, witn the grectest percentage gesin in
chain veclume cf 86.9 per cent experienced by the outlets situsted in lccalities
ranging between 30,000 and 103,000 people. These dote ere shown in the following
table.
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geles cf Feed Cheins Compered by Size eof Lecality

-

1930 end 1941

4 Prod e ey Doller soles ... | Increcee ! Incresse

Size cf 100911ty k! 1930 _‘J 19[11__ l ‘191‘1.,_;‘930
% : ¢ $ i

Tolal, €1l Nodalitles <. .. i 128,291,400(}2{ 177,405,900 ) 49,114,400 _# 38.2
100,000 808 CVET - . . opoow -pugi M i 57,112,700 | 76 316,200 1 23t 3eaan ) 3 a2
0080 e I - - c .t e | 16,352,100 | 30,572,700 14,220,600, + €6.9
160, AR tay 285999 .. .c . aw.., 23,184,100 '§ - 30 35,700 6,891,600, + 29.3
1000 e 99N T. .. 11T § 754 M 24,805,800 28,977,500 bl 1g186 -~ -1€.8
ET T ] U AR ! 6,536,800 9,103,800 [ 2,567,000, + 39.2

(1) Figure at verience with thet shcwn in Teble 1, which has been revised eince 1930.
This revicsicn csnnct be brcken dewn by locelity sizecs.

Averasge seles per store in 1930 end 1941 and percentzge chenges be-
tween the two veers are presented below by size-of-lccelity grcups. The trend te
lerger everage sslec per chain unit ic epperent fer £ll size greups end is perticulsrly
cutetanding fer unites of the feed chaine situeted in centers with poruletions in excess
of 10,000 pecple. F¥hile chein stores lcceted in cities with populaticns between 10,000
and 20,000 hed the lergest everage szles per unit, reteil cutlete situsted in lecelitiec
with populaticns betwveen 30,000 end 100,000 pecple experienced the grectect percentage
incresse between the two cencus venre. Aversge sclec per stere in all size-of-lecelity
greups in 1930 were sll feirly closely grouped srcund the Deminicn zveresge sales of
$24,523 per store; in 1941, hcwever, a wide gap is epparent belween the aversge sales
of stcres situsted in the three larger size—of-locelity grcups, end thcse feound in
centers with populeticns renging up tec 10,000 pecple.

Aversge feles per Stere cf Chain Feed Steres,

e  ——— - A . -

: Y. 4E | I A ] % chonge

e i ok A LEA e 3R (o br ¢ uRE R | O
Totel, €11 locelities ..... L5280 i“-_;gg,gggL,_r + 90.6
100,000 snd eVer . ....e 0 ia0s L s b 55,128 IS0 + 110.0
59, O L T oMM Ty SN 9,702 | 129,545 +160.6
80 e d MR 2 s . o s b+ L e b 70,312 | 140,628 + 100.0
DR £0 O, DR Al oieritnd 1o b 1 53,117  { 74y 192 P -l
T LG o i) S o b s e 34,956 : 48,168 + . 378
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Percentege cf Feed Stere Salegs Obtuined by Feod Chains

Since the seler cof the fcod chouine ere cencentrsted in the lerger urben
centers, it ieg prectetle thet the cermpetitive situnticn con be shewn mere zccurztlely
by size-ef-lecelity grcups then by provinces and fer the Demlnicn as a whole. The
retics ef the seles of the feced chains te the tetal esnles of &ll grocery, ccmbina-
ticn, and pect and fich stores by size of lccelity fer 1930 end 1941 are shewn telow.
These percentages have teen hesvily influenced by the sslec cf chein outlets situcted
in the previnces cof Ontzric, Quebec, and Eriticsh Celumbie which tecgether acccunted
for cver four-fifths of all fced chein seles in the twe census yesrs.

Fced Chein Fatics, by Size eof Leeality,
1930 end 1941

(Percenteges of chain te tetel seles fer sll food steres)

T T T T LY T S R L S S T T T L T T T T T T T L S T R T T S ST T T ST
Size cf lecelity . 1930 1941
% %
Coilsda » (TOLRE i pgt ¢ 53 - v ma > Ten 26.3 L R
4 i
3076 {000 e S T RN IS Ot R O S S on ¥ i 30.8 25650
I 009 e BRDDD ;o de -+ gaw s s oy syt ! 28.3 36.7
1@ 00 0— ZSGOORT AR iy | gmri] | ke 5 1l ‘ B 30
Viskan MOrOMN o571 mba N AT fd e 8- 5 15.8
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In genersl, the fcod chezin steres increecsed thelr shere cf the tetsl
merket in the groups cf locelities hsving populeticns in excees of 30,000 pecple,
coneclidoted their pesiticn in centers with pepuleticns tetween 10,000 end 30,000
pecple, end sctuolly lecst ground in the size-cf-locnlity greup cf under 10,000
pepuleticn.

Preporticn cf Saleg Increace Secured tv Chein

.___._”

Totel seles of chsin and independent greccery, cemlbiration &nd mest and
fieh merket steres were 211 at higher levels in 1941 than in 1930 in ell size-of-
lececzlity groups. The fellowirg tatle presente by size cf leocelity s cempericon cof
the ineresces in the ssles cof the fcod cheins with the increwces in the scles of
#ll feed stores tetween the twe censue yesrs snd chows the percent:ges cf the in-
crepced velume which were chteined by the chains.



Seles Increusss of Focd Chalns to Sales Gains cf ALl Stores,,
by Size of Lecality, 1941 cver 1930
sepetop= S m et ot R ~ = =S P B e e e e e
; Increases in Per cent
) sales ‘ Increcses cf increasse
Size of leocality (211 feced in sales obtzined by
i __1__steres) ! (fced casins) } food chaing .
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On o Canada-wide basis necrly a taird of the inersase in sales vclume
between the tmc years was obttained by tne foocd cheins, but as will be observed, tais
ratio was by nc means typical of the experiences of chain cutlets in tae different
size-cf-leccality greoups.

Age of Food Chain Ou
The census cuesticnnsire asked the various chain orgsnizaticns to
classify their steres in cperztien in 1941 sccording tec their date of acquisitien,
using for this purpose broad dste grcupings rather than individual yeers. A few
firms were unable to prcvide thils infcrmaticn, either in whele cr in part tut detes
of acquisiticn were secured for 1,659 of the 1,707 units of food cheins cperating
in 1941 and are shown cn a provincisl basis in Table 7. The basis cf classification
was tne date on which the individual units came under their present ownership at
thalr locations on the census dete. The data are taerefeore unaffected by any re-
novetions witnont change of lccaticn made during the existence of meny unit stores.

Of the 1,659 stcres whose ages were reperted, 96 or 5.8 per cent were
openad scme time during the census year; anotner 249 unites cr 15.0 per cent were
cpenad in the three-yesr period between 1938 and 1940; 319 or 195.2 per cent between
1934 end 1937; 20.7 per cent of the itotel number wcre cpened hetween 1930 and 1933;
36.5 per cent between 1920 and 1929; and only 46 units or 2.8 per cent of tne totel
zere opened in 1919 cr esrlier. On the basis of thece figures, the averuge age of
all the food chain units cperating in 19/1 mey be estimeted at approximately ten
yesrs.

The infermaticn available does nct show the tctal number cf openings
cr clesings during the int=rcensal period ncr does it previde a besis fer cemputing
tha 1ife sxpectency of individual chein stores. Nevertaeless, sonme interesting
results may be derived from an exanination cf tne age snalyses for the two census
periods.

In 1930, according tc tae first complete Census cf Merchandising,
there were 2,352% chain food cteres in Canada. Of this number 134X could not be
clascified according to age, while anotaer 336 units had been cpened in 1930. There
were thus 1,882 unite in cpersztion in 1930 which were cpened in 1929 or in earlier
yesrg. A considerable perticn ef tae unclassified 134 units could also be added
to this cstegery. But the snelysis from the 1941 Census according to age shows
that only 652 stores cperating in 1941 were open=d in 1929 er prior te tnot date. Thus,

X Revised.




-9 -

at least 1,230 steres or 65.3 per cent ¢f the tctal number established prior to 1930
and operating in that year had been clesed during the intercensal pericd.

This subject may be apprcached from ancther angle. There were 2,352 -
feed chain stecres in operation in 1930 sccording te the results of the 1930 Census.
The snalysis by age cof tae stcres cperating in 1941 shows 343 cof tnese stores cpened
between 1930 end 1933. Assuming thet perhaps cne-quarter cr abcut 80 cf thnese 343
gtores active in 1941 were cpened in 1930 alene, it may be estimated taat 263 of tae
steres copersting in 1941 were cpened between 1931 and 1933. Accerding to Tsble 7
ancther 56/ of the stores in cperaticn in 1941 were cpened between 1934 and 1941.
There were tnus at least 927 (263 + 664) additions to the foed chain store field
between 1931 and 1941, which, when added tc the 2.352 stecres in opersticn in 1930,
yields a total of 3,279 which wculd be the number in ecpersnticn in 1941 had there
been no clesures. But there were only 1,707 units in cperzticn in 1941 so that
clesures must have numbered 2t leact 1,572. Obvicusly tnis figure alcse understates
the number of clesurss because nc allewance is made here for the stores which both
cpenad and closed during tae intercensal period and, therefore, dc not appear in the
enalvsis ¢f tne results for either cf the two years. Nevertheless, it is appesrent
that a major turncver in the number of stcres used by the feed chains cccurred te-
tween the two Census perieds.

On a provincial beasis, the nunber of stores cperzted by the food
chains increezsed betseen 1230 and 1941 frem 244 tc 280 units in British Columbia
and frem 57 tc 95 cutlets in Nova Scotia; decreases were largest in Ontaric, Quebec,
and Secketchewen, the reducticn amounting te¢ 317 stores, 281 stores, and 54 steres
fer the respective provinces. Bv size-of-locality groups, decreases in numbers
and percentage reductions between 1930 and 1941 are as follews: Over 100,000 pepu-
lation, 359 stores cr 34.7 per cent; 30,000 to 99,999 pepulaticn, 93 units cr 28.2 per
cent; 10,000 to 29,999 pcpulation; 118 outlets or 35.3 per cent; up tec 10,000 pepu-
laticn, 76 stcres or 11.6 per cent.

Cleosures of stcres were made by all three kinds cf foed chains during
the intercensal periecd, the reductions in the number of steres opersted amcunting
to 301 cutlets for tae grecery chains, 286 units fer the ccmbinaticn chains, and
59 stcree feor the mect and fish market chains. Combination chaine inereased the
number of active combinaticn units from 698 cutlets in 1930 tc 762 in 1941, end
reduced the number cf grocery steres from 665 tc 323 cutlets between the twe years.

It i3 probesble that the more recently cpened cutlets cf the fcod
cheins were loceted end equipped te provide substantially lerger individuzl stere
sulss than the averzge sales per store prevailing earlier. Thus, calculaticnsg from
the figures centained in Table 4 reveel that averuage sales per unit, incluading 211
three kinds of chain steres, incrzased fror $44,000 in 1934 to §53,000 in 1937 and
to #104,000 in 1941, a percentage increase of almost 100 per cent between the two
latter yeors. In additicn, the mumber of stores :ith sales velumes of §102,000 and
cver incressed frem 225 in 1937 to 529 in 1941, 2 gain of 304 units which ccmperes
wita the 345 outlats esteblished in the yenrs 1938 te 1941 inclusive.

Credit Sales

Credit salas made by the fcod chains in 1941 are shown in Table 2.
These sales have been estimeted frow tihe percentage ratics of credit te tetal
smles which tne firms reported in their Census schedules. O0f the 79 food chains
in operaticn in 1941, 62 firms having tetal ssles of §106,140,400 reperted cradit
sales estimeted 2t $11,628,200, cor 10.9 per cent cf tne tctal net sales of such
crgenizaticns. Since sales at whclesale comprised a mineor part cf the tctal
dcllar vclume, the cradit sales cf the food chains were made principally tc their
retail customers. Ovarall, only a slignt increase in tne retics of tetal credit
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te tetsl soles hae cceurred betveen 1930 snd 1941, the percentzgesteing 4 per cent and
6 per cent recpectively.

Emplcyment_in Foed Chein Stcre

According to the data ccnteired in Table 2, the reteil cutlets of the
foed chains furnighed employment irn 1941 tc 9,613 full-time stcre employees, of
which slightly cver 7,000 vere male wcrkers. Posrt-time store employees of these
chein steres numbered 5,102 werkers in 1941, cf which ztout 4,300 were mule. Saleries
#nd weges distrituted te full-time stere empleyees in 1941 smcunted to over $9,9c0,000,
snd £lightly cver $1,200,000 was paid te part-time store employees.

Sales per full-time stcre emplcyee as s meesure of the productivity
cf such workeres is effected by the presence of a number cf va iatlec in opereting con-
ditions. Thus, reteil sslec sre & ccmpeeite of such facters as the number cof trans-
ecticns, prices, and tctel quentitiec of foodstuffe handled. Distribution cf stere
velume tetween peckaged and tulk commedities hase certain relstionships tc the tetsl
numbter cf employees recuired. In edditicn, the types cof etcres cpersted by the
different chains, whether gervice cr self-service, cembinaticn cr grccery, the
presence cr shtsence cf credit and delivery services, and the fecter of werking
preprieters ir the smaller cheine have unmesturesble influences con the selling re-
sults ef chain store emplcyees.

Average segles per full-tirme stere empleyee of the different kinde of
feed chains in 1941 are as fcllows:

gl s vt TR0
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Mect snd fish merket chains ....... ¢ 9,900

Truer ratios of seles to stere erpleyees would be ctteined by classifying seles and

store emplcyens by kinds eof steres rather then by kinds of chains end then treckirg
dewn the resulting dstz tetween service end self-service steres. Unfortunstely,
hovever, the necessery statistice sre not immedistely sveilable fer suck purpeses.

Sermecities Selc by Feed Cheirs
Commcdities seld by grecery, cembinetien, and rest end fich market

cheins in 1941 ere precented in Tetleg &, 9 and 10. Thesge dets have teen compiled
froer the reperts of thoce focd cheins which were able te previde treekderns of the
commedity sales of their entire crganizeticns, irrespective cof the kirnds cf steres
cpersted.

Since & numter cf the chains clascified ir this report ac cne kind
cf btusiness operete other kinds—of-focd steres in miror numters, the percentege
distrituticns cf comrodity sales shown ir these tstles sre net typicel ceommedity
compesitions ef individusl grecery, cemlinaticn, or mest end fish rmarket chain
cutlete. Fer exsmple, labtle 9 revesls that sclee of fresh and cocked meste including
pcultry 2nd fich comprised 18.97 per cent of the sales of the cembinaticn chains
vhege sgeles were cleceifistle by commcdities. Szler of the grecery unite of the
cemtineticns, which de not include sales cf frech meets, however, compriced atcut
12 per cent cf the totel deller velune cf these firms in 1941. The percentsge cf
mects, poultry and fieh seld by the combinsticn unite of thege companies weould,
therefere, be semewhet larger then the 1€.97 per cent menticned abeve.
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The commedity coversge, cor the percentege of the totsl szlec made
bty the fced chains which wee 2lse reperted by groups of commedities wase cemparatively
high. ' Thus, 74.83 per cent cf the sales of the grecery chains, 97.74 per cent of the
seles ¢f the combination chains, and 96.44 per cent ¢f the sales ef the meet and fish
market cheins were snelyzed by cerrmcdities.

Expenser eof the Feed Chains

Operating expences eof grecery, ccmbinetion and mest and fish merket
chains in 1641 sre shewn in Tehle 2. This teble summerizes dats on seleg, stere
emplcyment end payvrcll, cheir expenses, rent. s, inventeries end credit ssles for
all choing and fer eachi of the three kinug c¢f btusiness. Tsbkles 11, 12 end 12 present
gimiler stetistice for grocery, cembineticn, and mest and fish market chaing, clasei-
fied by size ef tusiness.

Expense dats sre showm in thece tsbtles s¢ dollar tetezls and ag percent-
age retios of thece expenses te the tetal seles of the chains cemprising the different
groups. The expense percentrges ere therefore weighted aversges er, in cther werds,
thase ratice ere dlrectly and preperticnetely influenced by the verying sizes of the
difflerent crgenizetions included ir the vericus classificstions. As @ result, one or
seversl impertent chains eperzting under cenditicns net typical of focd chains s¢ a
rhcle may exart influences cn the averspe percentsge relaticnships chewn in thecse
tsbles nct preperticnal te the nurerical impertence ef such ergenizetions.

The repertirg schedules used ir the Censgus ef Merchendising in obtein-
ing date from the focd cheing fer 1941 previded stetistics on stecre expenses, cver-
hezd expenses, and werehcuss expensec. Store expenses were shown under wage cest,
rentale paid, and cther store expernses excluding rentals e breskdewne of cverhead
expenses er of warehcuse expsnces, hewever, were raouilﬂa by the schedules.

The functionel breczkdewn ¢i’ expenges between stcere, overhead, and
warebcuse expenses, mev have bteen 2t verience viik the hesd effice seccounting reccrcs
of some focd chaing which mey greoup their expense items by naturel divigicns, irre-
spective of the scurces of these cpersting cests. Under the latter rethed ef classsifying
expences, fignres fer such items et saleries and wages, deprecietien, hest, light and
pewer, for exerple, weuld be develeped for the entire crgenizeticn rether then fer
jite adminictrative and different eperating divisiens. Such chains would, therefcre,
find it necessery to pro-rete their expences by varicus methede te the three mgjor
expense clasgificeticns used ir the Buresu's schedules.

A thiré cuelificstion necessery te the 1nforpxotptlnn cf thece expence
ratice earices from varisticns tetween cheins in respect te the prarence or abcence
of centrel werehcuses. Differing policies of precuring and distrituting merchardise
to the stere cutlets must 2lge be censidered. Thus, st lezst scme of these chains
cpersting reletively few reteil outlets with fsirly emsll individuel store velumes
mev heve relied upen vheleczlers to service thece units; conversely, scme chairs with
ccrpvrsfivelv fow cutlets having lsrge store velumes may heve supplied tnece steres
threugh érep shipments direct frem manufscturere to the individuel chair units
Likewige, the large fceod chains mey heve uced the technicue of drep shipments to
supplement. their werehcouse frzcilities er te service these steres which are leocsted
gsome distance frem the centrsl werehcuses. ESince tetel szles ef the fecd cheains
apply te theose with end witheut centrel werehcuses, while warehcuse expenses are ccn-
fined to enly these firms cperesting warehcusesg, the retice ef werehcuse expenses to
tctsl sales may in scme instznces understate the expence experisnces cfl some ef these
ckeins with central werehcussas.
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Grecery Chain Operating Expenses

Total cpersting expenses cf the greecery chains in 1941 are presented
in Teble 11. Cclumns 2 and 3 of this table present the operating statistics of
thcse chains opersting less than 25 units in 1941, and cf those firms which cperated
25 or more units. Columns 4 and 5 present similar data for tae grecery chains
classified between tacse which coperate only grocery stores and these wita grocery
and other kinds of stcres. MNcst of the other steres censisted of ccowmbination foed
units, althcugh a few miscellaneous kinds ef business are included.

It is proteble that those chains which in 1941 cperated combination
stores 25 a minor proportion of their tctal retzil outlets appeer in the classifi-
esticns principally emeng those firms which operated less than 25 units in 1941,
as well s among these chains walch cperated both grecery and ctaer stores.

Average store sslass for chains with less thanm 25 units in 1941 amcunted tc §75,801
and for chaing operating bota grecery and combination steres, sverage seles ercunted
to $85,655 per retail cutlet. Aversge sales for botn of these classificaticns were
substantially in excess bota of these chains with 25 units or mcre, and cf thcse
firms operating straight grocery steres.

Total cperating expences of all grocery chains in 1341 aversged
13.8, per cent of total sales. Ccnsidersble vorisztions in the expence experiences
of these chsine are spparent, nowever, when the grecery chaing are first clessified
by mumbers of units operoted, and then classified between those which cperated
grocery eicres cnly and tncse with beta grocery and other kinds of stores. Thus,
23 grecery chains operating less tasn 25 units per firm in 1941 end with aversge
gales of 275,800 per store, ohteined en cverell expense ratic of 12.65 per cent of
total seles; the remsining 5 chains, cperating 25 or mere units with average stecre
vclume of $44,294, however, reslized a total expense ratio of 15.69 per cent of
total snles. When these grocerv chains were classified according tc kinds of
stcres operated, the 12 chains operating 154 grocery and cther kinds of units
(principally coembination food cutlets) wita average store velure of $85,555, ob-
tained 2 total expense retic of 13.03 per cent cf sales, while the firms cperating
only groeery stores witn about half of tne sverage stere volune of the fermer group
hed total expenses averaging the higher figure of 14.75 per cent of sales.

Tetal store expenses amcunted tc 11.30 per cent cf sales fer these
chains cperating less than 25 units and this compares with a store expenss retio
of 13.13 per cent cf scles for those firwe which operated 25 units or mcre in
1941. Store wages, rentals paid on leesed premises and other stcre expenses
varied similarly. Overhead expenses, reflecting tae smaller average number cof
stores operated per chain, were lever for tnese firms witn less than 25 units
then for these grceery chains which maintained 25 cr more retail outlets in 1941.
Wershouse expense ratios were likewise lower fer tne first group cf chains than
for those cperating 25 units or mere but this may be due tc the operation cf fewer
centrel warehcuses by the smeller grecery chains. 1Indeed averzge seles per fimm
avarsged abont $700,000 for tae smaller group of grocery chains as cempared with
average sales of $2,104,000 fer tae larger grocery chains.

Although the averuge ssles per stere of those chains cperating both
grocery and cther kinds of stores were nearly twice the aversge scles per unit of
the chains cperating only grecery units, the tctal stere expense retio of the
former group was cnly slightly below tnzt cf the streight grocery store chains.
Reflecting in part the higher store volumes, both store vage ccst and rentsls
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peid on store premises as percentsges cf szles were less in the case of the firms
opereting botn grocery end other stores thean for those cpereting cnly grocery store
cutlets. On tae other hand, other store expenses excluding rentzls amounted to

/.5 per cent for the chains with bota grecery and cther steres and only 3.6 per
cent for the straight grecery chains.

Overhead expenses averaged D.45 per cent of total ssles in 1941
for the chains cperzting beth grocery and other units, consgiderably lower than the
1.5/ per cent cf sales experienced by the straight grecery chains. This difference
apparently waos due tc the fewer grccery and other stores cpercted by the aversge
chaing in this classificaticn, the streight grecery chzins maintaining on the
aversge a scmewhat larger number of stores. Warehcuce expensges gg a percentage of
tctal sales alsc aversged lower for the firms with bota grocery and other retsail
outlets, reflecting in part the cpersticn of fewer central warehcuses by these
chains.

Ccmbination Chsins Operesting Expenses

Tetel operzting expenses of the 34 cembination focd chains, as
presented in Tatle 2, averaged 13.48 per cent cf totel ssles in 13941, while store
axpenses, overhead, and warehcuse expenses amounted to 10.94 per cent, 1.40 per cent,
end 1.1/ per cent of total seles. These raties, however, are by nc means uniform
when the combinaticn chains are classified by number of units operated. Thus, the
28 ecmbinetion cheins with lesc than 25 units cperctec 181 stores, cr en average of
abcut 7 cutlets te the chain, experisnced average sales cf about $84,260 Fey mit,
and cbteined a tetal cpersting expense ratic of 15.56 per cent of s#les. The re-
meining 6 coembination cheins were definitely larger, opersting an averesge G 2
ontlets per chain with everage sales of §144,700 per stcre, and these cheins zchieved
tae lower tctal expense ratic of 13.24 per cent of sales.

The fact that the 6 larger combinaticn chains obtained 2 considerzably
lower totel expense rotic than the 28 smaller combinaticn chains ic caused by mere
favourstle expensa experiences in the cperaticn of the retzil cutlets. Thug, store
wage cost emounted to 5.73 per cent for the larger cheins and 7.92 per cent of tctal
seles for the smaller crgenizaticns; rentels paid cn leased stere premises were 1.21
per cent cf seles for the larger and 1.66 per cent fer the smaller chains; and ctner
store expenses exclusive of rentels paid avercged D58 per. cents of fEtal Jsclge Yo
the lerger snd 5.46 per cent for ihie smaller cembingtions. The fect thet ihe over:ge
stere velures cf the 6 larger cerbineticrs in 1941 substentielly exceeded the aversge
ctore selee of the sraller cheine beers a significent relsticrehip te these cempari-
sons.

The emeller ceorbinatier cheins, hewever, cttained decidedly lewer
cvertierd eand werehcnuse expense retics ir 1941 then the six lsrger cembinetiens.
Overhesd expences, ¢ & percentrge of seles, would raturally tend te te lewer fer
the sreller chains which cperzted on the aversge stecut 7 steres per fimrm than fer
the larger orgenizeticre cperctirg an averege of 152 cutlets per chain in 1941.
Probetly relatively fewer central werehcuses were c,erated by the smell [irps
then by the lerge chzine in that yeer. Since tetel werehcuse expences vere expreseed
ag percenteges cof totsl seles to cbtein the werehcuse expenge raticc shewn in this
tatle, the werehense expense percenteges for the small chaine is weighted devnvard
ty the fact thet tctal seles fer thece firrs includes the deller velume cef & number
cf srell chaing which reperted ne warehcuse cxpenses.
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Oper:z ting Expensegs cf Vect and Fish Market Chains

Opersting expenses cf all mest and fieh market chasins in 1941 are
presented in Tetle 13, accempenied by analyses cf these expenses fer these chains
having less then 15 units end thcse cpersiing 15 or more stcree.

Total cpersting expences fer 211 rest and fish merket cheinsg
everaged 21.37 per cent cf seles in 1941. These chaine with less than 19 unite,
everaging etout € unite to the chein end with cversge sales cf £41,861 per outlet,
cbtained a tctel expense ratic cf 19.40 per cent of salee. On the cther hand, the
3 ccmpanies cpersting 15 or mere steres in 1941, an sversge of ebout <8 stcres te
the chein, had aversge salec cf §19,//6 per unit and experienced e tctel opereting
expense ratic of the larger figure of 25.60 per cent.

The veristion in totel store expense ratiocs between the twc size
groups was principally respensitle for the difference between the tctel expense per-
centeges cf the twc clessifications of cheins. Reflecting the lsrger average sticre
vclume cf the 14 orgenizetions with less than 15 units, store expenses sveraged
18.42 per cent cf sales for these meat and fish market cheings compsred with 27.23 per
cent of salee for the chains with 15 cr rore cutlets. Wage ccst, rentels paid cn
leaced premises, and other store expenses varied in a similar menner.

Overhead expenses were glsc lower fer the cheine cpersting less than
15 units then for these with the larger number cf stores. Wearelouse expensec were
very lev for the firms with less then 15 units in 1941, and apperently cnly & few
central warehcuses were opersted by the cheins ir this clsssificaticn. Ne warehcuse
expenses were reported by the 3 cheins which ench cperrted 15 cr mere cutlets in
1941.

Middle Range Figures

The expense ratice chewn in Tatles 2, 11, 12 #nd 13, were cbteined
Yy tctelling the expenses reperted ty esch cheir end expressing the tetzle as
percentages of the tctzl ssles cf these ccomponies. These percenteges are therefore
weighted aversges in thet the experiences of the lerger ccorpanies exert preper-
ticnately grester influences upen the rutios than thcee cf the smeller firms.
Other sverages developed in thie report sre weignted properticnately bty the szrme
facters. These sverages, while presenting the oversll pesiticns eof the different
groups of focd cheins snd the ccrpeosite resulte of 211 foed cheirs, may bte in-
fluenced by cpeciel circumstencec releting to several cf the larger chain ccmpenies.
In such cases, the averages would nct represent the typicsl experiences of the
mejerity of the chein organizaticns.

Te cverccre these difficulties, "middle range" figures were de-
veloped for totel seles eof the different chering, everage sales per stere, avercge
selery per full-time stcre emplevee, sversge yerrly reteil soles per full-time
stere empleyee, and for the varicus cpersting expenses cof the three kirde cf
focd cheins. To compute thege "middle renge" figures, the stove iters were
ccleoulsted feor ench corpeny, the vericue expensec feor each chain being expressed
2s percentegee cof the salec of that firm. Eech set of ratice wes then zrrunged
in ascending crder of regnitude independently of the cther ratice. The
figures were then divided intc three renges: the lerer range consisting of the
lower 25 per cent cf the number ef rstics; the upper range ccnsisting of the
upper 25 per cent cf the number cf retics; and the middle range centeining the
remeining half cf the figuree. Beth the lower and the upper cuerters of the



LNkl

arrsye of the different retioc were then discsrded. Thue, after omitting the extrermely
higk snd extremely lcw vsluec ccntained in the firet end feourth aquertere of the itemg,
the remaining items were given equal weight in obtaining rstice on cperzting recults.

The "Lower Limit of the Middle Range" snd the "Upper Limit of the
Middle Renge" ere the twe valuec et either end of the middle grcups of retics. The
"Medisn" ic the velue fcound midwey between the upper end lewer limits of the middle
renge. Thus the lewer 1limit of the middle renge for the total expenses cf grocery
- cheins is shewn in Table 14 at 12.2 per cent cf total szles, the upper limit at 16.7
per cent, and the medicn at 14.6 per cent of tetel seles. One-cuarter cf all grocery
chain firme therefere obtained tetel chain cperating expenses of less than 12.3 per
cent of total seles; cne-quarter cf the firms had tctal expense ratios of mcre tizn
16.7 per cent of total sales, while the average tctal expense rzlic cf the interrediate
half of these firss amounted tc 14.5 per cent cf tetal seles. The same explanatlien,
cf ceourse, mzy be mode for cther items in this teble.

In interpreting the middle raznge figures, esch item must be censidered
indepandently, a2¢ neither all the high nor all the leow figures csme from tne seme
reperts; thet is te say, the raties in any celumn in the middle range teble cannct
be ralnted te cther ratioc in the serme cclumn. Tc illustrecte, the upper limit of the
middle range feor average seles per stere of combinatica chains was $111,700, and the
similar figure fer total store expsnsss was 17.0 per cent of tectel seles. Obtvicusly,
theen values cannct be related since chains with high average seleg per unit ucuslly
have cerveratively low stere expense rctios.

Feference was mede eerlier te the fact that the percentages [ecund
in Tzbles 2, 11, 12 end 13 wers weaigated esversges in that they reflected the in-
fluences cf the larger cheins. Ccorparicsons ef the ratics in thege tezlbles wita these
centeined in Toble 14 will illustrate thece differences. Taug, lolel operzting
expone2e of grecery cheins esccording te Tobles 2 and 11 amcuniad te 13.84 per cent
cf totel seles. The nmiddle renge fer this it=m ne shovn in Table 14, hcwever, extended
between 12.3 and 1%4.7 per cent of tctel szles; the median stending et 14.5 per cent of
tctel ssles.
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¢ chain soles to Botal v.vowaicniieiraanes 25.6 28.7
Aversge sales per chezin store ............ ¢ 49,087 97,029
Ontaric —-
Ned el eheins . ..o0- a: s EAIEE L i Bhe] o= he"ons 37 Zl
No. cf sterec (meximum) ...... e an il 1,107 790
GG SN . I el R . - . R ¢ 70,769,300 | ¢ 99,318,600
RPN R iR Pt a § AT el S oh iy =, 487, £ T2 $206,749, 300 | 261,988,000
¢ chain sales tc totel ...occevecnnannennn 3n2 37.9
Averege sszlesc per chein store ......... 3 ¢ 63,929 | ¢ 125,720
Quebec --
) [ Rre G T T S R D U ISR da 7
Ne. ©OF - BLoRde CnaRimuB) .. cvireifoatsnas 495 2,
CERNEE R T g N S T R e S S L ¢ 23,708,400 | § 28,477,200
LSRR R R YR R T W ) b o i £1,0,527,500 | 190,004,000
94 chein sales to tctal ] i A il A 16.9 35-0
____Aversge gales per chain store ............ .8 . 47.88618 133,07

LN o

T G B A S S E W A T S R

(1) Includes Yuker. and Northwest Territcries.
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Teble 1.--Fcod Chaing, Grocery Cembinaticn and Mest Merket Chains--(Concl'd)

e — -

(Numbar of chaing, chein steres, chein sales and totel s=les, 1930 and 1941)

e R e et e - e e e s - r s hh Lt il e g b bl o e — e o ]

. % change
1930 { 191‘1 11nsales
ro VLT - =, DS N I e 4 SR s A o pl.w.f 1930
Meritime Provinces —- ' ! :
ML I S, it « 4o ¢+ sl ] - Pande ! 12 | 17'
No.« af Btepeddmamimum] . . apchtpm §tsnis . 98 | 122
G BT s e e e . P AT . |¥ 4,664,500 {$ 7,871,1004 +68.7
ol SRR v Lol S L, oo L | § 36,342,100 |§ 58,541,000 { + 61.1
% chain sales tc total |cw.ceveeinedoprass a8 i 18..4
Average sales per chain stere ........v.. ¢ 47,596 ;% bl RLE ; + 35.6
Table 2.--Focd Chains—-Principsl Statistics, G arecery, Combinaticn and Meut and
Fica Market Chains, 1941
A AT AR RARRAST ISR TIEFIIISAIALLIE AT LR A2 2TH S DAL TW 303822 3T TRIES LA L el
i i Grocery lCcrvbmal,ion Meat and
All Chains ‘ store store  |fish merket
! chains ‘l_ _chains ] schainsg
R Y B P ) : ““r‘ T = - o)
fogllumber of ChEins .. ..o de . oo . 39'8 Faen’ 28L__,_ Al sty

Bajdiimb=r of SHOreB .. .o ed ol oon .. | 1,707 130939 166
C. Sales -~ ‘
1. Reteil sales through stores .. |$177,405,900 126,523,300 145,794,100§ 5,088, 500
2. Yhclesale sales tc other firms 1§ 1,725,000 ; 153,700 1,571,300 -
b Tat=) gNadn Sales. tTidin. .. 0., 3 { $179,130,900 26,677,000 147,2 5,400% 15,088,500

D. Stere empleyment and payroll — ! i
!
|

Full -time emplcyees -- ' i '
1,262 S8BT 481

1. Male employees, number .... | 7,020

2. Femele employees, numbar .. | 2,593 | 5531 2,007 i 33

3. Sslaries and wages ........ s 9,934,200 | 1,584,600} 7,820,600 | 529,000
Pert-time emplcyees —— ; '

1. Male empleoyees, number .... | Ao €96 | 3, 40 216

2. Femals emplecyees, number .. | 776 | l8li 586 | 9

3. Salariec and wages ........ \$ 1,222 200 199,209 . 961,100 61,900
E. Cheln nsxpenses —— - ? i
Stcre expenses ---

|

1. Wage cost Anount | § 11,156,400 | 1,783,800, 8,781,700 590,900
w Per cent of tctsl sales o 6.69 5.96 | 11.61

3. Other expenses -—- ' : | ‘
including rent Amount S 2,192,100 | 1,422,900 7,345,100 424,100
/8 Per cent of teotsl sales 5. 15" | Sir S35 4-98 % 3
5. Tolal stere expenses Amount, | $ 20,348,500 | 3,206 700| 16,126,800 1,215,000
6. Per cent of totel sales ll 36 | 12.02 lO 94 19.95
Overnead expenses Amcunt $ 2 293 600 | 256,400 | 2,068,000 69,200
Per cent of total sales | TR 0.96 1.0 1.36
Tarehonus2 expenses Amcunt, |$ 1,910,500 230,300) 1,677,100 3,100
Per cent of total seles 307 § 0. 86. 1541 0.06
| 3,693,400 | 19,871,900 | 1,087,300

Tetzl chain expenses Ameount l$ 24,652,600 l
e e A e 1348/ 21.37

Per cent cf tectal ssles
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b ~=Food Chajng——Principal Stutistics Grocery, Combination and Meat and
Xish Merket Cheins, 1941-~(Conel'd)
Grocery omkination | Meat and
All Chains store stora fish market
chaing chains chains _
F. Rentals =--
1. Number of stores in leasad
DramLaaand , . doho Ml s 1,547 429 989 129
2. Salea of stores in leased
Premises -.ocsccrassou-o | $157,824,400 | 22,498,500 [i31,121,000 4,204,900
3. Rentals patid Awount. | $ 2,072,000 326,200 1,641,900 103,900
4% Per cent of ssles in
J98sed pranises ... _1.31 345 1,25 247
G. Inventories, end of 1941 -~ )
1. Store inventories ...csceco | & 7,386,800 1,831,600| 5,439,200 116,000
2. Warehouse inventories ... | $ 5,758,900 | 1,200,700| 4,465,000 3,200
= iote vep 3« ssaess | £ 18,145,700 | 3:122,3001 9,904,200 119,200
B, Customers' accounts cutstanding | § 1,088,000 375,500 560,900 151,600
e EE€Z_cent of totm) sales Q.63 443 038 { 298
I. Credit Sales =~-
1. Number of chains reporting
eredit aABNE 2o onid < ia e 6% 21 28 13
2. Total net sales of such
cheins ceoosavcesvcooece | $106,140,400 | 19,552,800| 82,596,600 3,991,000
3. Net credit sales of such
Cha i D@ s 500 s adpmossds | $ 111 6RE, 200 3,409,600 7,371,100 847,500
4. Ratio of credit seles to
e ti0BO BELGE eochansanae | o 10,06 17:44 8,92 _21.24
J. Cash Saleg ~~
Number of chains reporting
they sell only for cash . 17 7 6 4
Total net sales of such
——chai [ $ 73,086,900 | 7,220.600] 64,768,800 | 1,097,500




Table 3.--GROCERY AND COMBINATION CHAINS--Kinds of Stores Operated for Chaine

Clagsified by Size, 1941

; P P TR W IO x F—:::m e oy ]
Nuﬁzer TOTAL UNITS GROCERY UNITS CONBINATION UNITS OGEER
Chains | Number Seles Number Sales Number Sales Numhe;n__§g;§a——
GROCERY STORE CEAINS=-
Total, all chains .. 28 448 | 26,523,300 412 | 20,958,800 22 5,513,800 14 | 350,700
Chains having:
Less than 1C unitse 17 94 4,906,600 83 3,966,700 7 864,500 4| 75,400
10=99 units <vs0es0 31 354 {| 22,616:700 329 | 16,992,100 15 4,449,300 10 | 175,300
More then 100 units = 2 i C - = B v &
COMBINATION STORE
CEBAINS =- ‘
Total, all chains .., 34 | 1'09Qﬂ"£¥1“134&l00 323 | 18,977,400 762 (126,509,700 8 | 307,000
Chains heving:
Less than 10 units 27 152 | 14,345,300 31 1,562,500 123 | 12,475,400 8 | 307,000
10-99 units cocssrseo 3 144 9,477,000 42 2,317,500 102 7,159,500 ~ ~
More then 100 units 4 787 | 121,971,800 250 | 15,097,000 537 |106,874,800 N .




Tatle 4.--FOOD CHAINS--Units Clessified Accerding to Amcunt of Annuesl Ssles
(Grocery, meat and comtineticn stere chains combined)

T

N il Bl il -

Cumulative

of totel ! per cent

[F oo TR SR R el L sh ol e e )
Per cont | Cumulntive | Per cent
o Sele 2be le
NESRR 1~ =W aE——t 15 _._-,--___-ﬂ__.N.‘fm.tjl:____._a_l_f_ _“lkof ‘go,t_al i -per.cent, .}iuib < Salps.
¢ , ¢
GANSRL; gtadi=salb . . .. - _r_gangi‘nguggglggp lQQJ12‘1.d““a__,“‘_‘2L2§Z__L%LQQ54¢BOO | 100.09 <
$1,300,000,"«h8 dvar ..k....s = = 18 == . . ’ -
3)00 090 - TR N R 4 4 2 - = - - ]
$300,000 - 5&‘-499,999 ......... 1 302,700 0.29 0.29 1/ 4,959,800 ¢  4.10
azoo,ooo =|588.999 ...L.!... 24 5,639,700 5.38 5.67 54 | 12,874,600 10.64
$100,000 - $199,999 ....... . 127 | 16,843,990 16.06 21.73 157 | 21.721,100 ! 17.94
£ 50,000 - $99,999 -<....... 566 | 38,138,600 36.35 5¢.08 612 | 41,514,500 1  34.29
¢ 30,000 - § 49,992 .. 0o 59/ | 23,164,600 22.08 80.16 625 | 24,408,900 ;| 20.16
$ 20,000 - € 29,999 ... l 543 | 13,529,700 12.90 93.06 414 ] 10.268,700 ¢  8.48
SR 000 - 419,980, i e v i A 6,631, 300 6.32 99.38 289 4,584,000 i 3.79
¢ SHeR0= $ 9,999 %% o . e : 69 506,800 0.48 99.86 i) 570,600 |  0.47
Less than ¢ 5,000 ..... ot B A8 2 EEGOURE - Qghl | Q000 R 48D S EL.000T 1033 J
NEgh Sk | S TR NN T A M AT i
Per cent ; Cumulvti:a
o oM d L b ‘_Ws_ai'?s ..-Jof totel | ' per cent__
. ¢ T
CAHADA, Totel ...... .. =507 1177 /06,900 §10a00y & . L o oo
41--600,D30; Sanl oFer . .. o8, k. s = ? X
$500,000 -~€999,999 ..... . ... 38 | 23,203,400 19008 1 1Iws
$3007000 - BIFH) .. .. 5. 4= 110 | 42,868,000 P oy =24,
$2007909 - JoIRGSH .. ... ad. ] 100 | 24,292,400} 13.69 | 50.93
G et e i e sy 281 | 39,456,800 292, = 1= W3eHF
£ 50,000 ' 5SRO - 0 el 3 351 | 24,445,400 13.78 86.95
90,000 - Sl iw . oo L 395 | 15,448,000 g.71 | 95.66
20;000 - § E5990 .Sucw e, 202 5,076,800 2.86 | 98.52
§ 105000 ~ $:19,999 % Vi iRy 144 | 2,156,000 Tad@d=~t ogl’l
Qe K e S 48 352,700 0.20 | 99.94
beag Shln TS S 0P .. . . S s 38 106, 400 0.06 100.00

—— e it il

Pt o st At .v«--_-..»-.....-_---._-._.._.‘-..

1

3

. .- . .

Lot
32 a8
32.68
66.97
gy .23
95.61
99.40
99.87

100.09

A S
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Tatle 5.--Focd Stores Classified by Size of Business snd by Type of Operation

(Grecery, meat and combination stores)

e e e e e eSS ES B e e e e
» _TOTAL
L& Stores J Sales
Per centjCunmulative Per cent (Cumulative
By b of cf totsl| per cent flopnt lof tctal%_per cent
¢ !

CANADA, Totel ..... 2,523} 100.0 ) 647,442,900| 100.0
¢1,700,000, and cver ... - -~ ! = - i’ - .
gsoo,ooo = §999,999 ...5 | A, R 8 LR 0.1 26,459,000 4.1 i
$300,000 - £499,999 ...) | ! i
$2001000 — $299.999 ... | 250( 0.8 | 0.9 78,199,300£ 183l | 15.2
$100,000 - $199,999 .... ! 536 - S s 72,593,4001 (312§ 427.4
$ 50,000 - ¢ 99,999 .... | 1,631 5.0 7.5 1109,081,800! 16.8 | 44.2
¢ 30,000 - ¢ 49,999 .... i 2,9701 9.1 15.6 | 112,949,300, 17.4 ? 68, 6
$ 20,000 - ¢ 29,999 .| 3,506| 10.8 27.4 | 84,712,700 13.1 TRV
¢ 10,000 - $ 19,999 .+.. | 6,608} 20.3 AT ‘ 93,528,700+ 14.4 89.1
$NSR000 - § 9,999 .... | 6,318 1955 67.2 ' 45,186,300{ 7.0 96.1
Less than & 5,000 .... 10,6611 32.8_ | 100.0 | 24,732,400. 3.9 100.0

KN __Chains
o b |amdsoe]

CANADA, Tetal ..... 1,707 100.Q__? 177,405,900 100.0
$1,000,000, end cver ... - - | - ‘ = i = 4
$500,000 - £999,999 .... - i B 2.2 23,203,400 13.1 1, )
$300,000 - $£499,999 .... 110 6.5 | 8.7 42,868,000 24.1 302
£200,000 - $299,999 .... 100 5.9 ‘ 1/.6 " 2,282, /081 132 50.9
$100,000 - $199,999 .... - P S e 39,456,800! 22.2 98,1
$ 50,000 - ¢ 99,999 ... 351 | 20.6 | 5¥% % i Bhs4iAS 2000 13.8 86.9
¢ 30,000 - ¢ 49,999 .... 95| 23.1 74.8 | 15.448,000| 8.7 95.6
¢ 20,000 - ¢ 29,999 .... 202; 11.8 | 86.6 | 5,076,800 2.9 98.5
$ 10,000 - $ 19,999 .... 144 A4 1 -GRe — 13,156,088 112 99.7
& 5000 -% 9,99 .... 481 o8 )|~ aeg o 352,700 0.2 99.9
Less than & 5,000 .... 31 22 | sg.os b s 16 sedd 0.3 1L 10880

- ey Independents §
i I ' i
CANADA, Totsl ..... !30,816i T ,%Ago.037Jooo. 100.0
|
$1,000,000, and over ... -+ Wa = [ 3 ; > [ - -
$500,000 - $999,999 .... 5 - ; - b %d,255,60Q1 - pOH 0.7
, e ¢ e i | l :
gggg:ggz 4 gé;g:ggg ...; 7} R R B 11,038,900 2.4 | 3.1
$100,000 - $199,999 ... 255 0.8 | 0.9 33,136,600 /17.1° 3 a2
3 50,000---$ 99,999 .... | 1,280 4.2 5.1 84,636,400 18.0 A2
SO =" 3-49,999" ... | @,5754 - 8.4 {i%28.S 97,501,300, 20.8 49.0
D80 =1 4:20,999 . b 3,041 00.7 | i 2n2 79,635,900¢{ 16.9 65.9
$ 10,000 - $§ 19,999 .... 6;464i 21.0 45.2 91,372,700 19.4 85.3
8 S080 - $§- 9,999 4.0 ab, 0% 20.3 6555 . - { nh S MY 9.5 9.8
Log then 2 5.000 & < 1 10,623) 4.5 | {17 100k0- v beapZ Gaddbal 's.2 110@0




Table 6.--FOOD CHAINS- -Stores and Sales Classified by Provinces and Size eof Lecazlity, 1941

An (x) indicrtes that fipgures are withheld to avoid dicelecing individual cperations.

s —-—

RS Traaay A0 g Steres and sales in places wita populaticn of —-
29 A, AR yd Over 100,000 30,000 - 100,000
No. of | Total Chain Sales | Nec. of | Velue of |Per cent of| No. of | Value of |Per cent of
Steres Value | Stores sales totel Stcres sales total
o | 43 chain ssles __lchsin sales
§ $ ¢
CANGDBR, Tctal .. .... 1,707 1 177,405,900 |100.00 677 178,376,200 3l B8 236 130,572,700 1823
Yukon and Nerthwest : v g
e T I AR Mo A AL, o s s+ o 2 (x) 100.00 - = = = = =
British Columbia «....... 280 (x) 1oukm I=-as o 9zbya-fien 51, By b2l 1 .SanEin 9.7€
A apligl DWnEL B8 St e 103 7,932,000 |100.00 - = = e 61 5,278,400 66.5/,
Sackatchewsn «........... 111 | 6,794,200 |100.00 * - p, Ll 38 | 3,283,200] 48.33
T R ST S 85| 8,247,300 [100.00 66 | 5,9€7,100f 72.59 e _ s
(0012 ronlici i & TRCTA AR 790 | 99,318,900 |100.00 355 | 46,280,500 46.60 63 11,905,400 11.99
ERECREL . b b L Lo i 21/, | 28,477,200 |100.00 115 | 16,467,500 583 B 5,562,300 19.53
New Branswick . .. ieec. o 26 (x) 100.99 - - = g 764,900 Vi %)
IR SR N & <. oCuss v 5 95 6,163,000 {100.00 - - - 28 1,957,700, 3156
Prince Fdward Islend .... 1 (x)___ 100.00 - - ~ - - e f -
R Steres and sales in places with pcopulation of —-
10,000 to 30,000 ..1,000 te 10,000 | Less than 1,000
R No. cf | Valae of A gt Ne. ef} Velue of gh, gery of Ne. cf | Velue of Fer gignt ot
Steres| salas ot Steres| salas e Stores sales 8 2t
- chein seles ) chain saless chain sales
$ ¢ ¢
CANADA, Tectal .. 215 134, 755 a8 17.12 339 128,977,500 16.33 189 9,103,800 5.13
Yuken and Northwest
PeRBitoRlen s, cavs. o = = = - = = 2 (x) (x)
BritishiColumbia ........ 20 (%) (x) 53 | 3,380,400 18.12 5 (x) (x)
. | . A e e b 5 | 1,003,200 12.65 18 | 1,051,600 13436 19 598,800 7 L 95
Sackatchewan ............ 13 | 1,134,500 16.70 25 | 1,739,700] - 25.60 35 636,800 . ¥
T T 5 853,900 10.35 7 730,600 8.86 7 675,700 8.12
[0 e TALC I, SOV S T SR 114 119,985,100 20.12 200 (15,701,000 16. 81 58 45 446,900 4. 48
5, = R, S o 29 | 3,353,400 1178 39 t 3,094,000 10.86 - - -
New Brunswick ........... 41 e i (x) 9 419,100 26.20 & (x) (x)
Ho%e Setier i TR e 25 11,997,000 2ol 38 | 1,861,100 30.20 347,200 5.63
Prince Fdward Island .... 1 (x). (x . " = | Bl e,

i
N
N

i



Tsble 7.--Focd Chains--Chain Units Classified by Provincss and Dste of Estsblishment
) IR i ‘TE?U‘I’:C!’I' and ,“h‘“ i | \ o e R ' ‘ A8 ‘Tl:rince 4
i CANADA | Nerthwest iBritish = | Sesk- x| - ey iy New Neva | Edward
)i Tote) | Tereitories Sotuniia P02 otoheran [MONT 0D [ONTATIO) MEVEE Ipyngr ol Scotial Telond |
: ! % |
TOTAL UNTTS--Numberl 1,707 I w 45 AXEO - Mg =R SRl S8 P i e g;,gdﬁzygo e 2MAL 26 . s;_%-ﬂ“ﬂég_
} Y | ! e | ot P T -
Unitsnet elassified % | | i
as to date cf estab- | ‘ | ! ; _: ’ : :
T T T ! et TS SN SR il LT A A A0~ BEEATTIAT - I < PR 11
Units classified as ! | | r ! i ' f !
te dets of estab- | [ | , : | ’ ; ’ |
lishnent -- Number! 1,659 | C i 2 SENDT | jry § 85 l 763 201 31, 1 28 ‘_._.«_37 i i
Per centi 100.0 |  100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 § 100.0 { 100.0 | 100.0; 100.0 }100.0 | 103.0
i i ' ! : ; : [
. . ! ; [ ‘
Nipmi Sl T8 S [ 96 E e ; Vo i 284 /fa 7, * 234 15 1 o 728 -
1941~ 2 f tefen - © | : | i : , : . ! -
clessified ... 5.8 | - 15.4 i o ek KO CUBNE et dtc =) o S iR A —
sg.  Number ... o (=291 - 49 10 w -l L Tl bl el 44wl -
1938- ¢ of tetal ! ! l I
1940 ¢lassified ...| 15.0 | e N l 9.7 ‘ 11.7 12.9 l T I R0 N et C9) il 19 s
lg3.  Mumber ...l 319 | S Sl T AR 1 g il ey Taie| 15 1
19'3,; ¢ of totel . ! ‘ ‘ : i 1, | : '
classified ... 19.2 | R e R S o B e 16-6 {2005 Jrss I 3T ALY T e Fenyy
1930 Mumber ....... beictdss | . £8 25 | 23 16 + 21291 . 29! 5T T W
1933 % of total ' | | | , : |
; classified ...[ 20.7 | - 4314 24.3 20.7 18.8 | 16.9 | 14.4)' 34.6 | 27.6 | =
1920 Mumber ....... | 606 | 2 &1 | 39 51 &5 M. 9] 19! Pl A | -
% cf total _ ! ' - : | ‘ 7
1929 classified ... 36.5 100.0 6.8 | 37.9 46.0 53.0 | 49.0 &8 TRl 2
Number .......| e = 3 9 3. L 28 | fon . 3| N
Refore ¢ of tctal ' f' j ! . i j
1920  classified ...| 2.8 | - 1.0 i g.7.3 . 2.7 L 314 -t =) e S RS } L
{ i { I | | u

-EZ_



Table 8.--Grecery Stere Chains--Sales by Commodities, 1941

= = > B o —=== == = —— === = = - i }
I
Total retail sales, grocery chains ....... i o C v b e e ol 26,523,300 1100.00
Less amcunt not classified by commodities ......... o, Lt L S O, G5 | 25.17
Sales analyzed by commedities ........ciiiiiiiiiiniaiannn, N L o T SRS S 19,8/8,100 | 74.83
Anslysis of Sales Classified by Commedities
Commodit r Item Totals i Group Totals
R { ERRAR- NN R R WY
Total sales classified ........... L T Wi - - 19,848,100 1100.00
8 a ie %== ezl
Focd wand"Kindred Products] Totel .. .......i..dlodee. i - = 18,000,100 | 90.69
Bakery preducts, fresh ............. PR IR S v L L NN A Y, - TS 488,800 w46 - -
Candy and confecticnery ............. IS, e U TR AR PR P IR | 207,600 1.05 - -
Frolliif ivu e afd "vegdiBELeS . ... 3 .. ges coalbnfe e s o s on oo vl BiL 3,332,900 | 16.79 - =
Fresh and cocked meats (including poultry and fish)
¥XCApE canfied BOOME - svvtelec oo Tl o dun uhionahia a oo ok s 1,180,500 5.95 = =
Dairy prcducts snd eggs (including butter, cheese, fluid milk
Wi criond add B L5, ool s oS Wbl SRt oM d . o0 ot & 2,222,000 | 11.20 - -
All other focd products such as tea, coffee, sugar, flcur, canned
goods of all kinds, etc., etc. (including bettled beverages
and ice cream other than that sold witn meals or in scda
R < s . e g Ll (R4 Vel Yy A b b AT CTORSES, ST 58 LA = o
Cigers, cigarettes, tcbacto .....ccvvecacecdronscnenss o " g e - | == 339, 508:.1" 1. 7%
Household Supplies, Total ........ PNt L T oS . . s <T - 1,421,600 ! 7.16
Soaps, (laundry and toilet) and cleening compounds ........c..... 955, 300 4.81 3 -
Other hcusehcld supplies such as brocms, brushes, floor wax,
toilet peper, kitchen utensils and cutlery, oil lamps and
0oil, ladders, etc. ........ v AR B0 . Moo ez Ll e By §. b 5l 466,300 2.35 - -
All other Merchandise’ Tota]r PR R RN A B B R IR B R I I I I L I L B B - . = . 86’900 0 l“

-73-



Tatle 9.--Combinsticn Stere Chains—-Saleg by Commcdities, 1941

TN = TR EERTERLTE TN L= = L
e {“%____,
Tetal-rnekailtiselige, seconbiination fehaling. . ot ST SR caliia oo Mo Sl S R X 145,794,100 1100.00
Less emcunt not classified by commedities .....covieivaeninas. b S e b o S B 3,290,600 2.26
Salec enalyzed “by-cepmplities <o s TEi I Ei v T s sl s T SN s R e s § ~1n o b A2 55034800V 97 . T
Analysis of Sales Clcesified by Commcdities
g s s P T o e Iter Tctels - b sk ngub lot;ig‘-:_
Commcdity B " 3 I %
— "“"""“"’“F""’“""‘“’]’f""“}' —
Tollal o T TR i d . e e o el Bt T o A S e — — 142,503,500 !100.00
Fepll saiiiiaiih-ai PECUBBIENR B tEY - 57. 5556 -t okiiet s obrons . oL AP : N , e 129,72¢,000_] 91.03
ot BT ek T O, S SIS - T T e T e | 2,971,900 2.08 - -

CARCT S GRS | % < s o oo Bacs s x o M i d e o B s o v Een e 1,456,800 1.02 - -

EneshF Rt indies caot gl les -, .. 5, A N0 SRR = EEl 5 510, T AP Er e i) 19,204,200 | 12.48.# = -

Fresh end cccked rects (ircludirg poultry and fish, except

GINTRREE TINCGIBIE <Jores e o =16 o ane, o7 5 oy, o A SIalS, xarond oae DTN s DG O L] Ak 29032, 308 | 18.97 - =

Deiry preducts and eggs (including butter, cheese, fluid milk

Al eriSin ahill BEAE) 1.. L. .. R | e s v B R AR b 16,367,500 | 11.49 B -
A1l other foecd prcducte such as tea, coffee, suger, {lcur
canned gceds of #11 kinds, ete., etc. (including beottled
beversges and ice cream cther than thet sold with mesls
e I B T lb e R )l AR R ol iy T e J el 62,692,400 | 43.99 = -
Seles of Beer and Vine (Quetec Prcvince) ..... e A LT - iR (x) (x)
Receipts fror Sale cof Mesls and Lunches (including scdas fountein :

7 T VG ST S A e e S . - T Rl . i Tl i = (x) r__fx)
Cigars, | Clcartbtes, TCHAGRO . .. ... Apdrsw iy i oy peah 3 & TN = = "0 A EEa00 ). G.85
Hougeheld Supplies, Totel . .weooe. R R s R, - . ~ 10,900,000 7.65

Scaps, (lsundry and tcilet) and cleaning corpeunds ..oovvvvevnn.. 7,578,400 5.32 - -

Other househclé supplies such &s brocms, brushes, flcer wex,

teilet paper, kitchen utensils and cutlery, cil lamps and
T TR N D TR SR T s s T A 3,321,600 | 2.33 b: =
£1Y-Other Merchandi se, yRedal e T oM. o PR mTA S B Y A - - 639,200 ! _0.44

(x) Indicates that figures are withheld tc aveid disclesing individuel opersticns.



Less amount not classified by commodities ciocecco
Salies analyzed by comrmodities ccacorcenciveon:

Teble 10.-—NMeet ard ¥ish Mor-ket Chains--Sales by Commodities, 1941

Total retail sales, meatr and fish maret chainsg o...

e ga0 e

COOBOVLRIOOOCIYUDVLCONOUBLOIOO O C

e LORNECBIRAO0OORDDLOCECHEOCTIVOEVO P

0P OLOCNCOO S0

ces s e

o nra

g3l & o T

%
5,088,500 {100.00

181,200 3.56
4,907,300 | 96.44

Anslvsis of Sales Ulassidied oy Comnoditiaz

Commodity Item Toﬁalg, Group Totels
LOIMMOALS % :%, ﬁ 15"7
Total sales ¢1a88if1€d .sces0c3000ceccoondonssconononisn = = 4.907.300 ( 100.0C
Food and Kindred PI’OductS, RIRPRELIL olor o' 6. o) oh tar" 50 kos bri-an W B oo o ORE SRS oMk o o= - 5 4_;_939L000 9¢ .83
EnOEll " T et b s " ama Ve eI ST ol o 5% o 0w bt b8 s T 60 tobaeg orro® u.e@-00/0 37,600 Ok 7% - =
Fresh end ccoked msats {including poultry and fish } except
camled gOOdS 0200 ACOTCEOIDOBAI T COCPIBICHLAGLULEDLAMBAGCOOGOCE SO 4:232;500 1) = e
Dairy products and eggs (including butter, cheese, luid milk
600 TR AT L8 .ok o dae go Bl ¢ S et ine Bh ol Bdhib Ao 03 ks &g 403,000 | 8,21 F =
All other fond products such es tes,; ccffee, sugsr, flour,
serned poods of all kinds, ete., etc. (Including bottled
bevereges and ice eream other than thet sold with meals or
A T CEEMRE IR o L15 . = o e i i ors ol L BT 225,900 | 4,60 - -
.“Ll.l PR i '1.’.';“-‘..‘;\?.'.7..:"-:; :'Otal < ttImooouMssroerdpodcBocOB V00 COC Ca = i 8 300 0017

Table 11.-~Oparating Expsnses of CGrocery Store Chains, 1941

Chains analyzed sccording |Chains analyzed according
to number of units gperat to type of stores operated
All Cheins | Chains with Chalns with
less than £5 or more Straight Grocery

25 units units grocery. and other

Column 1 Colurmn 2 Column 3 Column 4 Column 5
Ao wber of Chain.booecu.,o::;:ugaos:q:L 28 o3 S _11‘6 12
B, Number of sStores socccsscsosseccdscoe: 443 218 256 84 164

CenSaliag vrm=

1. Retail sales through stores ceec... | $ 26,522,300] § 16,069,800 $ 10,453,500 [$ 12,475,900 | $ 14,047,400
2. Average snles per StOTE oc.cececion | $ 59,204 $ 75,801 $ 44,294 | § 43.929 | $ 85,655
3. Wholessle sales to other firms .... | $ 153,70C| $ 84,800 & 68,900 { $ ns.7200 | 3 45,000
4, Total chaln 88168 ec.ecpecseceeacen | $ 26.,577,000] & 26,154,60001 $ 10,522,400 | $ 12,594,600 | § 14,092,400
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Table 13,--Operating Expenses of Mest and Fish Market Chains, 1941

D S L F
Chains with Chains with
All Chains leas than 15 or more
15 unitg units
A Emg: of cga;gg 2908800832089 9020000000 .:;? ;u )
BNk af SBEPEE o icosoodacssesssnmndiss _166 83 85
C. S&les p—
l. Reteil sales th.rough BLOrealG 6.omons s $ 5.0&,500 $ 3.474’500 $ 1'614’000
2. Average sales Der BLOTE cecececesesco | $ 30,653 | & 41,861 | ¢ 19,446
3. Wholesale sales to other firms csece. = = =
ta gale = 5 25001 ¢ 3,474,500 |$ 1,614,000
D, Store employment and payroll --
Full-time employees ==~
1. Male employees, BUMMSr sevcococes 481 295 186
2. Female employees, NULbLEXr cesceess 33 30 3
3. Salaries and WEEE8 ecceccscvscsss | $ 529,000 | $ 331,800 | § 197,200
Part-time employees ==
1. Male employees, DUMbOr ccescecoceo 216 140 76
2o Femule employees, NUMDEXr eeocsscce 9 5 4
eries and wage ssecspes | $ 61,9001 % 43,300 {$ 18,600
E. Chain expenses ~-
Store expenses -=-
1. Wage cost == Amount | ¢ 590,900 | 375,100 | § 215,800
2. Per cent of total seales 11.61 10.80 13.37
$. Other expenses including rent --
Amount | § 424,100 | § 264,500 |8 159,200
4, Per cent of totel sales 8.34 7.62 9.86
5. Totel store expenses == Amount | § 1,015,000 | § 640,000 | § 375,000
6, Per cent of totel sales 19.95 18.42 23.23
Overheed expenses ~-- Amount | § 6552661 3 20,900 | $ 38,300
Per cent of total seles 1,26 0.89 2.37
Werehouse expenses == Amount | $ 3,100 | & 3,100 -
Per cent of total sales 5 0.06 0.09 =
Totel chain expenses ~- Amount | § 1,087,300 | ¢ 674,000 | & 413,300
JPer cent of al gele v 2).37 19.40 25:60
F. Rentals =~ 4
1. Number of stores in lessed premises 129 71 58
2. Sales of stores in leased premises | § 4,204,900 | & 3,172,700 |§ 1,032,200
3. Rentels peid -~ Amount | $ 103,900 | & 75,200 | $ 28,700
4. Per cent of sales in leased
T ©. €8 90000900 00000000aescosa :‘3&4‘7 _&‘17 :§078
G. Inventories, end of 1941 =~
1, Store L1Overtories itsedecsscconacae | & 116,000 | ¢ 70,800 | ¢ 45,200
2. Warehouse inventories .cceceeeeeeoo | $ 35200 TS 3,200 | § -
3¢ Totel inventories Bhots. o1 ko lezal 08 % 119,200 g 74,000 % 45,200
H. Customers' accounts outstanding-- Amount 151,600 55,700 95,900
Por cent of total s 98 L Lgh@ 5.94




~ 30 -

Tsble 14 .--Food Chains--Middle Renge Figures, 1941

A. Grocery Store Cheins

Iower limit

Upper lirit

of Medien of
_kiddle Renge Middle Range
Ttk SEMEEE O Na R R oo s 5vs il 's 2 ovcidacgle < o 0 6 4 $210,000 $390,000 $830,000
2. Average £ales per SLOTE ccocecoccosccocs $ 28,300 $ 39,600 $ 52,400
3. Average salary per full-time store
N S 1 T 1 R SR $ 750 $ 890 $ 1,000
4. Average yearly sales per full-time
Sbeee ~GUURERE o 501 ko AABBARES  Gas o o $ 11,000 $ 13,500 $ 15,100
5. Store payroll cost ~~-
Per cent of total s8leé8 cocncocuvece 6.4 7.2 8.1
6. Other store expenses =~
Per cent of totel Bales covusvecvon 3.1 4.2 5.3
(a) Per cent of totel sales .. 1.2 1.6 1.9
‘7, Rent == ({b) Per cent of seles in
. leased premises .o.cuucow 1.3 1.7 1.9
8. Totsl store expenses ==
Poer ceunt of total 88168 coc.cecssse 112 13.3 182
9, Overheed expensed=- - o
Per cent of total 8816s .c.cnoosrag) 158 1:¥ 2.3
10. .arehouse expenses~-~ L '
Per cact of total Sel€S ccocscesncc Q.7 L0 1.2
11. Total chsin sxpenses=—- .
Per cant of total s88leS .occuccocac 13.8 14.6 & .7
B, Combinetior Store Chains
s Moell, salicE daaatisiras b ibiok biossillla e - » ¢80 $360,000 $5€0,000 $960,000
2. Average sales per stOre® ..ceocscccococcce $ 53,200 ¢ 77,600 111,700
3. Averege salarv per full-time stors
Qmpl()yﬁ'e 0MN00PEECBAV0BVONGAIDOOOBDIDOOC '0% aCC $ 90C Q. ‘9-’-0\’
4. Avercge yearly sales per full-time
Soresenpleyel’ o s vvren s fs L veite s ¢ 10,700 ¢ 12,700 ¢ 15,200
S. Store payroll cost ==
Per cent of totel sales .o.oosvnance 6.5 7.6 9.6
6. Otker stcrs expenses --=
Per cemnt of total sales socsc0000u00 3.9 5.0 6.6
. (a) Per cent of total seles .. 0.5 1.0 1.7
7. Rent =~ (b) Per cent of sales in
Jecsed premises ce::cusou Tl S Jite)
8. Total store expenses ==
Ber -‘cent GfEtoto) sales . .wibaniosos %oB 14.6 17.0
. 9, Overhead expenses ==
BeptcapEliorstobak ‘sales | soms e o oo c % 1,5 2.0
10, wWarehouse expenses -«
Per cent of total szles .ccewon T TSt J.2 1.8
11. Total chain expenses =-
Fex cent of tobal sales cokocsevose | ... 13.1 168 18.2
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Teble 14.--Food Chains--Middle Range Fipures, 1941--(Conel’d)

C. Meat and Fish Market Chains

T T “T = et
Lower limit Upper limit
of Medien of
Middle Range _Mjddle Renge
il R R G ST N $11C,000 $240,000 $340,000
2, Average sales Per 8LOrs8 :ccossceceoce $ 22,400 $ 31,100 $ 42,100
3, Average salary per full-time store
o e S SR IR SR S 970 ¢ 1,060 3 1,160
4. Average yearly sales per full-time
BLOTe GPlOYEE cecocoecsccnsnaisuo $ 7,620 $ 9,700 $ 11,750
5. Store payroll cost -~
Per cent of totel sales c.c.-. S 9.8 12.7 13.4
6. Other store expenses --
Per cent of total sales ccccs-o 4.7 6.0 8.9
(a) Per cent of total sales. 2.1 2.4 3,0
7. Yent == (b) Per cent of sales in
leased premises cooeoo 2.1 2.5 3.4
8. Totel store expenses ==
Per cent of total sales ccccess 17 .4 20.4 24 .4
9. Overhecd expenses=--
Per cent of total 88168 .cccoes 2l 245 3.0
10. Warehouse expenses~- ‘
Per cent of total seles cococos T F 3
11. Totel chein expenses -~
Poer cent of total enles ocsnoeos 188 2AlyeD 25.2

Note: Since each item on this table was obtained independently, the figures in one
column cannot be related to each other. Nor can the individuel expense
items be zdded to obtain the total expense retios shown. For explanation
on the method used, see text.
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