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CENSUS OF MELCHANDISING aND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS, 1933.

Variety-Store Chails dir C&nada, 1530- 1983

This report is one of a series piresenting preliminary figures
for the Census of Merchandising and Service Establishments, 1933. The
basic figures for the year 1930 wersz secuved Trom the Census taken in
1931, and the data for the period 1231 %c 1933 have been furnished for
the Census just concluded.

v the reteil sales of variety chains
relate only to chain store organizeticns and Go not cover the busihess of
all stores classified as variecty stores. Dubt the results of the Census
teken in 1931 show that almosl 94 par cenl of the totel sales of all var-
iety stores during 1330 weore made by units of chaln orgenizations so that
the present report gives a fairly accurate picture of the trend in busin-
ess of all variety stores.

The vreliminary figures of et
a

A group of stores has besn coasidered as a chain conly when
four or more stores are uacer the zame cwaership cr mansgement and carry
on the same or similar kinds of business. In 1$50, there were 15 variety-
store chains located in Carada. Thase operated 327 stores and had total
retail sales curing that year of $39,383,600. 1In 1933, there were 14
chains of this type and taese¢ onerzted a meximum of 354 stores and had
sales of $32,463,500, or = decrecse of 17.57 pe> csnit of the 1930 figure.
Representing the totel retail cales of varisty chbains in 1930 by 100, the
relative sales during the tbree succesding years nay ode represented by
i T6; 8880 "and 83.45,

In Table IT of this bulla%in, the ~heins are agalyzed by
provinces, but separate Lfigures for cach of the Maritime Provinces are
withheld in order to evcid revealing cperaticns of individual companies.
The greatest decrease in variety chain sales took place in the Maritime
Provinces, where th2 1933 rigure was 76.75 psr cent of that for 1930. The
smallest decrease was in Alberta, where the 1923 sales were 87.15 per
cent of those in 1930.

Of the 15 organizations in opsration in 1930, 1l were still
reported as chains in 1935. T#o of %he original 15 chains went out of
business during the interval, but the sioress were taken over by &-giiny
concern or else & new company was rormcd. The number of stores in the
other two 1930 organizaticns decreased so that tley could not be classi-
Tied as chalns in 1933, wiile two cousrsnies, esch operating three stores
in 1930, increased the number of their umits so 5has they @re Melhided. 5
this report.

In answer to en enquiry regarding the number of store employ-
ees and managers engaged in these varisty sSores, a total of 8,091 were
reported, of which 1,009 were mule and 7,032 were female employees. Of
the total number, 4,334 were reporteda ¢s being on a full-time basis,
while the remaining 3,787 were part-time emplovess.
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Variety Chains in Canada, 1930 - 1933

Table I.--Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 1930 - 1933

% — .—%
1930 1931 1932 1933

BB 0f CHAIRSA + vvve oo il Tt 14 14

Number of stores ..c..... 327 340 248 354

roval-dSales .:...
Chain sales index,

$39,383, 600

$38,478, 700

334,853,500

$32,463,300

SRR = X000 % . il 100.00 97+%0 88.50 82.43

Table II.--Chains, Stores and Sales, by Provinces, 1930 and 1933 compared
: 198 .= 3 Ss=itsa

Canada, Total - Chains 15 14

Stores $2Y7 354

Sales. |($39,383,600 332,463,300

Chain sales index, 1930 = 100 100.00 82.43

British Columbia -- Chains S 3

Stores 21 21

Sales. |3 2,769,700 825G 300

Chain sales index, 1930 = 100 100.00 80.63

Alberta -- Chains %, .

Stores 8 9

Sales. (§ 1,708,900 $ 1,489,300

Chain sales index, 1930 = 100 100.00 83716

Saskatchewan -- Chains 3 )

Stores e 12

Sales. | 1,713,800 $ 1,366,400

Chain sales index, 1930 = 100 100.00 79.73

Manitoba -- Chains 4 4

Stores 9 9

Sales. |$ 1,434,800 $ 1,150,600

Chain sales index, 1930 = 100 100.00 80.19

Ontario -- Chains 9 1103

Stores 1612 il

Sales. |$18,408,300 $15,518,400

Chain sales index, 1930 = 100 100.00 84.30

Quebec -~ Chains 19 9

Stores JEOME 105

Sales. |3 9,949,700 ¢ 3,181,000

Chain sales index, 1930 = 100 100.00 B 179

Maritime Provinces -- Chains 3 3

Stores 24 24

Sales. [3 3,398,400 $ 2,574,300

Chain sales index, 1930 = 100 100.00 Jn By

Table III.--Chains, Stores, Fmployment

and Wage Facts, Sales and Stocks,

IuF ing 1933

anber of Chains ® * 00250 00 2% o0 0e o

® s 0 8

ooooooo

Number of stores l'....l.."'.."l.'00..0...
Store employees and wages (including part-time) --
Madas....~s e 3 3N
Relledor v o, .
WSS -, - o o r St

Total Sales’ 1933 ® P 0 0 00080 00 e s e
Stocks on hand, end of year, at cost se.....

LA K R B I R R I I R )

LR A B R Y
¢ 00 00 0 8 s 0

¢ 00 e 000 e

14
594

1,009
7,083
3 4,082,400
332,463,300
5 4,796,600
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