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ON5US OF hiERCHANDISING 4ND SERVICE .STABLISHNT5 

Yariey Store Chains in Canada, 1938 

Sales of variety store chains in Canada aggregated 4 47, 256,700 in 1 93 8 , up 2 per cent over the preceding year and 20 per cent higher than the amount recorded 
for 1 930 , the first year for which complete data are available. The gain over 1 937 was 
due to an expansion in the number of stores in operation rather than to any increase in 
the average annual turnover of continuing units. There were 16 chain companies operat-ing in Canada in 1 938 with a total of 468 stores. In 1 937 there were 14 chain companies with 437 stores while in 1 930  there were 15 chains with 327 stores. 	nnua1 turnover per unit store averaged $106,000 for 1938, down approximately 3 per cent from the average for 1937. Stocks on hand in stores and warehouses at cost amounted to 47,166,500 at the close of 1 93 8 , practically unchanged from the 47,181,jOO recorded for the preceding year. 

Sales In Saskatchewan declined 2 per cent below 1937; sales in Ontario 
were unchanged, while all other regions registered increases: 2 per cent in the Man-
times, Manitoba and British Columbia, 5 per cent in Quebec and 10 per cent in lberta. Percentage changes in sales between 1937 and 1 938 for some of the larger cities are as 
follows: Vancouver, +3 per cent; R8gina, unchanged; Toronto, +2 per cent; Hamil-ton, -4 per cent; Ottawa, -3 per cent; Montreal, +2 per cent. -Figures for a number 
of the larger centres are given in the attached tables. In some instances figures are 
withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations. 

Table I.--Number of VarjetChajn 	Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 

1230  and 1935 - 1938 

930 1935 1 93 6  1937 1938 

15 14 14 14 16 

327 390 414 437 468 313 
33,600 

377 
$37,914,000 

396 
$41,422,100 

422 
446,323,400 

446 
147,256,700 

100.0 96.3 105.2 117,6 120.0 

- +6.4 +9.3 +11.8 +2.0 

(l) Obtained by averaging the numbers at beginning, middle and end of year. 
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Tab1c II.--Chairis, Stcrs nd Sa1s, by Provincos and Years, 1930. 197 and 1938 

?orcentage 
Change in 1 930 	1937 	1938 	Sales 
1937 -1938 

Chains •.w..e. I 	15 	 14 	 16 
CkNJLDA, TOTAL — 	Stores (maximum) I 	327 	437 	468 

Sa1ee ............ Q39,383,600 	46,323,400 	47,256,700 	+ 2.0 

British Columbia — 

4berta - 

Saskatchewan — 

Manitoba - 

Ontario — 

Quebec - 

Chains 
Stores (maximum) 
Sales ... 

Chains . ........ 
Stores (maximum) 
Sales .........* 

Chains ........ 
Stores (maximum) 
Sales .......... 

Chains ..........  
Stores (maximum) 
Sales ........ 

Chains 
Stores (maximum) 
Sales 

Chains ........ 
Stores (maximum) 
Sales ...... 

3 
21 

• 2,769,700 

3 
8 

1,708,900 

3 
12 

1,713,800 

4 
9 

1,434,800 

9 
152 

a8 ,4o8, 300 

11 
101 

9,949,700 

3 
22 

Q 3,176,000 

3 
9 

1,854,600 

3 
16 

1,836,800 

4 
10 

1566.200 

12 
225 

.22 ,441, 700 

11 
112 

1O, 621, 500 

3 
22 

d 3,250,500 

4 
12 

2,046,900 

3 
17 

1,806,300 

5 
11 

1 ,593,300 

12 
233 

22 ,516, 700 

13 
125 

4l,l23, 600 

+ 2.3 

+ 10.4 

— 1.7 

+ 1.7 

+ 0.3 

+ 47 

Chains 
Maritime Provinces — Stores (maximum) 

Sales 

3 	 5 
24 	 43 

3,398,400 •' 4,826,600 

5 
48 

4,919,400 	+ 1.9 

T.b10 III.--Number of Chains, Stores, Total Sales, .verage Sales per Store, 
Salaries and agos and Stocks, 198 

Number of chains 	 .......... 
•IsIs.e, 	 16 

Number of stores — 
Maximum , . • . . ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	468 
Average 	..... ..., 	..... ••.•••.....,• 	446 

Total saJ.es, 1938 ......... ..... • 	..........• 1•• 	Q47,256,700 
Average salee per store — 

1938 ............ ....... ............. 

1937 •••••••••.a•..... ...........I*• 	................ 	 i.o,800 
Sa1ariesandwagospaidstoreomp1oyoes,193 .................... ....,• 	6,170,100 
Stocks on hand in stores and warehouses, at cost — 

Ed of 1 938 	 ....... ••••• ....... . ....... • 	 , 7,166,500 
End of 1937 •••I..*• 	 . .................. ••••t•s••••S...,4• 	 7,181,000 



	

1 ,575,400 	+ 8.c, 
(x) 	* (x) 
(x) 	(4 

	

471,500 	+ 19.2 

	

1,806,300 I 	- 1.7 

1,111,400 1 
640,100 + 	0,1 
4 7 1 ,300 - 	3.2 
694,900 - 	22 

1 ,593,3 00  + 	1.7 

(x) (4 
(x) (,x 

	

22,516,700 
	

O 3 

	

11,772,500 
	- 1.2 

	

48 7,300 
	

74 

	

1,523,900 	- 3 , 5 

	

594,800 	- 0,5 

	

1, 300, 3c0 	- 32 

	

2,052,400 	- 32 

	

.,557,000 
	

+ 2.4 

	

86, oo 	- 302 

	

10, 744,200 
	+ 2.-i 

Nova Scotia, Total , . .. 	2 
	

27 I 	2,594,800 
	

2,677,40C 

Halifax 	,..- 	I I 	4 	(x) (x) 
Places under 30,000, 	total 	.... ,...,. 20 23 	(x) (x) 
- 3 1L344.0OO 3.3,200  _. 

(x) 
/ 

Indicates that figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operatio - s. 
Includes Gre.ter 1iontreal, except V3rduri, for which siparate figures are 

r Revised, 

+ 3 

(x 
(x) 

- 0.2 

3 
TiL i pal Citie _l937 and 1C 

Number of 
Stores Value of Sales 

:ro'iinc 	and -- 
Per cent 

1937 1938 of Change  

CANADA,Lotal ' -r- 437 468 46,323,400 	1 47,256,700 ! 	+ 	2.0 

Places 30,000 and over, total .... .82 191 27,888,300" 28,028,800 + 	o. 
Places under 30,000, total 	,.,, 255 277 18.435,100" 19,227,900 - 	4.3 

British Columbia, Total 	... 22 22 3076,000 3, 250 ,500  2.3 

Places 30,000 and over, total 12 	J 12 2,309,300 2,376,100 + 	2-9 Vancouver..,,,103,,0, 91 9 1,762,600 1,807,900 + 	2.6 Victoria 3 	I 3 46,700 568,200 + 30 Places under 30,000, 	tota.i. 	,..,..., 10 10 366,700 	1  874,400 + 	0,9 

Alberta, Total 	- o 9 12 1,854,600 2,046,900 + 10r4• 

Places 30,000 and over, total.,.,.,, 
Calgary 
Edmonton ••CtfoO 3.,fl..,.,DO 

Places under 30,000, total . ....... 

Saskatchewan, Total 

Places 30,000 and over, total 
Regina 
Saskatoon 	. , 	, 	, • 

Places under 30,000, total 	,,.. 	I 

Manitoba, Total 

innipeg, 
Places under 30,000, total ........ 

Ontario, Total 

Places 30,000 and over, total 
B rantford 	. 	. . . . . . , 
Hamilton . . . . . . 	, . 	. . 
Kitchener . . ......- • • 	0 I 000 

London . . . . , . . , 	. 	. , . . . . 
Ottawa 
Toronto • .......... 
Windsor ......... 

Places under 30,000, total ,,....,,. 

5 6 	1 1,459,200 
3 3 (x) 
2 3 ( 
4 6 395,400 

16 17 1,83,800 

6 6 1,126,600 
3 3 639,700 
3 3 486,900 

10 II 710,200 

10 11 1,566,200 

6 	6 1 	(x) 
4 	5 	(x) 

225 1 233 	22,441,700 

74 1 11 .915,500 
4 526,400 
8 1,992,900 
5 597,700 
4 1,343.400 

13 2l9,200 
36 4 ,51,100 
4 884,8Oo" 

159 1 10,526,200r 

72 

8 
S 
4 

11 
35 
4 

153 

Quebec , Total . . 	112 
	

125 1 10,621,500 
	

11,123,600 
	

+ 4,7 

73 
51 
13 

-5 
4 

16 

4 
12 

Places 30,000 and over, total ....H 
.iIontrea]./ . . , , , 	, 	. 
Quebec 
Three Rivers  
Verdun .......... 

Places under 30,000, total .... ,. 

New Brunswick, Total 

St. John 
Places under 30,000, total 

79 8;011,400 
57 5,097,400 
13 1,951,600 
5 672,900 
4 289,500 

46 2,610,100 

	

18 	1,887,800 

	

4 	884,900 

	

14 	1,002,900 

8,168,700 
5,191,400 
2,059,400 

683,600 
234,300 

2 ,954,900 

834,000 
1,064,800 

+ 2.0 
+ 1,6 
+ 5,5 
+ 16 

c 
+ 13,.2 

+ 0,6 

5.8 
6.2 
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