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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS
(Preliminary)

Variety Store Chains in Canada, 1939

Sales of variety store chains in Canada amounted to 51,416,000 in 1939, an
increase of nearly nine per cent over the preceding year and up approximately thirty-one
per cent over 1930, the first year for which complete data are available, hverage sales
per store rose from $106,000 in 1938 to $108,000 in 1939, a gain of ten per cent., The
number of chains remained the same as in 193é at 16, but these operated a maximum number
of 489 stores during 1939 compared with 468 in the previous year, The greatest expansion
in number of variety stores occurred in Ontario where 13 new units were added, all of
which, with one exception, were in places less than 30,000 population, An increase of
four stores is recorded in Manitoba while in the lfaritimes thers were four additions, most
of which were also in places under 30,000 population,

Stocks on hand in stores and warehouses totalled 48,276,200 at the end of
1939, up over a million dollars from the figure recorded at the close of 1938, Salaries
and wages paid to store employees during 1939 amounted to 76,594,500,

Sales figures in all localities showed increases over 1938, In the Mari-
time provinces there was a gain of 23.3 per cent; Alberta, 12.5 per cent; Saskatchewan,
12,2 per cent; lanitoba, 11,3 per cent; Ontario, 5,2 per cent; British Columbia, 3.6 per
cent, A decrease of 3 units in Quebec in places of 30,000 population and over was offset
by an addition of 2 stores in the smaller localities which resulted in a net increase of
9.6 per cent in Quebec sales, Notable increases in sales over 1939 for some of the larger
cities are: Edmonton, 20.6 per cent; Saskatoon, 16,7 per cont; Hontreal, 10.8 per cent,

Table 1.--Number of Variety Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Yoars,
1930 and 1936 - 1939

Number of Chains ' ‘veses 15 14 14: 16 16

Number of Stores --
BRI oy eecsnivies 327 414 437 468 489
EraEe L1) . oenbe 313 396 422 446 474

Total sales seseseessss || 339,383,600 |541,422,100 | 646,323,400 | 447,256,700 {351,416,000

Chain sales index '
(IENOS10D) ..ihes 100,0 105,42 117,.6 120,0 130,56

Percontage change in
sales from precoding’ ] ] L i el L
B s oo oo oravs. o0 5.0 - #9.3 11,8 #2.0 #8.8

(1) Obtained by averaging the numbers at beginning, middle and end of year,



Table I1,-~Chains, Stores and Sales, by Provincos and Years, 1930, 1938 and 1939

—

E i

T TTEERY TITITTT TEETT T T - -
Percentage
1930 1938 1939 Change in
Sales
1938-1939
i Chains sreevrree. 15 16 16 |
CANADA, TOTAL - Stores (meximum) 327 468 § 489
52105 weeveavne.fl 639,383,600 |547,256,700 152,416,000 f £ 8,8
' Chains $s 0assene 3 3 3
British Columbia - Stores’ (maximum) 21 22 22
82165 sevseeeees || 52,769,700 |8 3,250,500 |§ 3,369,100 £ 3.6
i Ch&ins $fs e e 3 4’ 5
Alberta - Stores (maximum) 8 I 13
Sales a.usse...s || & 1,708,900 {$ 2,046,900 |$ 2,302,500 #12.,5
i Chﬂ.ins LA AR L BN Y B Y ] 3 3 3 R
Saskatchewan = Stores (maximum) 12 17 1T
Sales evsecesose [[$ 1,713,800 1§ 1,806,300 |$ 2,026,600 A12.2
Chains ssecsscesr 4 5 5
ifanitoba =~ Stores (maximum) 9 i 15 =y
88105 sesse.naee || § 1,434,800 |$ 1,593,300 ($ 1,773,300 #11,3
y CHaiing) & o o stekeyeise 5 12 L ‘
Ontario =~ Stores (maximum) 152 233 246
Sales s.eeceeese | $18,408,300 |$22,516,700 [$23,688,200 £ 5,2
Chains ;..aooooo 1l 13 13
Quebee -~ Stores’ (maximum) W01 125 124 '
Sales sessensces || 8 9,949,700 (811,123,600 |$12,188,500 £ 9.6
BRI ok ol el 3 3 7
Maritime Provinces -Stores (maximum) 24 48 52 '
8ales sesesevess || § 3,398,400 |§ 4,919,400 | 6,067,800 #23.3

Table III.--Number of Chains, Stores, Total Sales, Averaze Sales per Store,

Salaries and Wages and 8tocks, 1939

r Rl bl e 2 B 2 o TR T =T

Number of Chains 'll...'........'.......".....l.uC..'I..Ili.'.....'...'
Number of stores -

mxi’nm ;'oio-...oo.....; S8 P8P EPIPPCBOILIIBROORLEYTCESLIPOEOLIOTPROILIEROBOLOSBROOINIETSRES

AVBI‘B.gO ...ulll..o.oo.-o.lo-..'o.'o.olot'btoeo'.'.ov‘.l.o....v.-‘

Total sales,
Aveorage sales per store -

1939 S 00004040080 ¢00420CcaBIBEIOILIPtEcnLOEOsERAIPITIAGOIOGERSOOI RO TOTDY

1939 l.l“I...bl.....‘.I...".'..!....IOOI.O.......'.O'..‘Cl’.".l

1938 .’.'..I'.....0l.l'.o..".'ﬂ..'..ll...o..b.l'l.'l.."O.'..Ol.

Salaries and wages paid store employees,
Stocks on hand in stores and warehouscs, at cost -

1939 Pe POV pt BRI IO RIRDSY

End of 1939 ..".....IO.'D.”....'.C..Ol."0.0............"0'00.

End of 1938

.0...’00..Ol”""l..0.0.00....90'...!"0.0..0000..0.

I DT O W @ W o i s A R A el T W e A W = T ey g 2 g e
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16

489

474
$51,416,000
$ 108,000
$ 106,000

$ 6,594,500

9 8,276,200
$ 7,166,500

T .  ———— T W - - Yoy o - S———————— - g g——_



Table I

ablo IV.=-Var

-
IR aa s b L o2 - S o R S REELESEE RS L o el R 22 = o g

Province and City

- Eadie e 2K S N

CANADK, Total seovesas e borsrretd

Billcne 30,000 and over, tot&1 ..ue,..es
Places under 30,000, total seeesssvsese

British Columbia, Total esrssesnes

Places 30,000 and over, total sasvecess
Vancouver ou'o-cuiuoaﬁooooc--oo-o
Victoria L R R N N R

Places under 30 000 tQt@l,.-.,.-.-..,.

&lbﬂrta, Total .'.......?"....?é

Places 30,000 and over, total .evesenss
Calgary R R RN
Edmcnton ®osebrese0saserarss s e D

Pleces umder 30,000, total ¢eessssasees

Baskatchewan, Tot8l seisscescrney

Places 30,000 and over, total seeveeces
Regina .OD;;....O‘.0000.00.-00.;;
REREGEO0N 5 ov.0 0w ¢ Rl Pk wits o0 a0

Floges under 30,000, total seeesesecses

Manitoba, Total escvesessccvensos

Winnipeg ..ooo.luoo-o;onooo-oooo;

Pl&ces unde!‘ 30’000’ ‘tO'tal R 4

Ontario, Mokl @b eessssssacssses e
Bligace 30,000 axud ovar,  todal Se.ee s
Brantford Saio eivsieise nueinisssie oine sions
HamilBon sacecececcsnssnccssnsass
Kitchener Pesretietatetcnaniatenn
London ..........................
Ottawa Shseprtsetsesersscsss e
Toronto ;o..oloooboooooa-u-.ooa.o
Windsor .-.co.oo.oo-o-.o.o----.-.
Placss under 30,000, total .eeveenennns

Quebec, Total L

Places 30,000 and over, total sereesans
Montroal# teserinssrcecnitiansens
Quebec ¢ssssrsecctccsstenecrsnsee
AHEOCTIRLVGE'S, oo o euvirsaralhear e o
TR AL LR E ) TS0

Batts under 30,000, total s3ee.eivesnsi

New BPUHSWiCk!'TOtﬁl sesssesernns

St. JOhn ........'..';..I.D'..;;;
Places under 30,000, total secoveveeves

Nova SCOtia, Total....ooo-.ooo,og

Halifax no-o..-o-oa-o;-ouoao;oo-;
Places under 30,000, total seessenssees

P;'i;‘.C‘J Ed'i‘.l‘d IS}.P..”.C], TO'tB.l R EEEREEREX]

3

riety Chain Stores and Sales by Provinces and Principai-fitiotige—ss—
138

anQ_AQ&BA
l Nug:i:egf Pk Value of Sales
_(1faxinum) 4y Per Cont .
TECH ) B 773 __lof Changs_
' .y s L
468 | 489] 47,256,700 | 51,416,0001 £ 8.8
191 | 191§ 28,028,800 | 30,228,900 ¥ 7.8
277 | 2981 19,227,900 | 21,187,100 # 10,2
22 22 3,250,500 3,369,100] A 3.6
12 12 2,376,100 2,478,000] £ 4.3
9 9 1,807,900 1,883,000 # 4,2
3 3 568,200 595,000/ & dg7
16 .- 2b 874,400 891,100 ¥ 138
12 13 2,046,900 | 2,302,500| # 12,5
6 4 1,575,400 | 1,782,800{ # 13,2
3 3 721,700 753,000 | # 4.3
3 4 853,700 1,029,800| # 20.6
6 6 471,500 519,700 | # 10,2
17 17 1,806,300 | 2,026,600 £ 12,2
6 6| 1,111,400 | 1,211,500| # 9.0
3 3 640,100 661,400 ¥ 3.3
3 3 471,300 550,100 | ¥ 16.7
I 2 m 694,900 815,100 #17.3
11| 15) 1,593,300 | 1,773,300| /11,3
f 6 6 1,258,000 1,319,700 # 4.9
5 5. 335,300 453,600 # 35.3
f 233| 246| 22,516,700 | 23,688,200 4 5.2
| 74| 75| 11,772,500 | 12,277,900| # 4.3
4 4 487,300 514,700 | ¥ 5.6
8 8 1,923,900 | 2,028,900| £ 5.5
5 5 594,800 633,000 ¥ 6.4
4 4| 1,300,300 1,352,800 # 4.0
13 13| 2,052,400 2,177,700 # 6.1
361 37T{ 4,557,000 | 4,705,400 # 3.3
4 4 856,800 865,400 # 1.0
159 | 171} 10,744,200} 11,410,300| # 6.2
125 | 124 11,123,600 | 12,188,500 £ 1546
79 76| ,,8,168,700 | 8,923,100} ¥ 9.2
56| s54|® 5,145,500 | 5,703,500 # 10.8
13 13 2,059,400 2,@832,3000' ' £ §34
5 5 ( 683,600 699,800 ¥ 2.4
5 2| (r)2g0,200 287,500 ¥ 2.6
46| 48 2,954,900 3,265,400 | # 10,5
18 19 1,898,800 { 2,280,200( # 20.1
4 4 834,000 916,700 ¥ 9.9
14 15 1,064,800 1,363,500 # 2831
217 30 2,677,400 | 3,423,800 £ 258
5| 5] 8 &
23 25 x) x) x)
3 3 343,200 | 363,800 # 6.0

{x) Indicates that figures are withheld

(r) Rovised,

to avoid disclosing individuel operations,

Includes Greater Montreal, oexcopt Verdun, for which separate figures are shown,
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