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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTkBLISFflAENTS 
(Preliminary) 

Variety Store Chains in Canada. 1939 

Sales of variety store chains in Canada amounted to •.51,416,000 in  1939,  an 
increase of nearly nine per cent over the preceding year and up approximately thirty-one 
per cent over 1930,  the first year for which complete data are available. Average sales 
per store rose from 0106,000 in  1938 toio8,000 in 19399  a gain of ten per cent. The 
number of chains remained the same as in 1938  at 16, but these operated a maximum number 
of 489 stores during 1939 compared with 468 in the previous year. The greatest expansion 
in number of variety stores occurred in Ontario where 13 new units were added, all of 
which, with one exception, were in places less than 30,000 population. An increase of 
four stores is recorded in Manitoba while in the Maritimes there were four additions, most 
of which were also in places under 30,000 population. 

Stocks on hand in stores and warehouses totalled 8,276,200 at the end of 
1939, up over a million dollars from the figure recorded at the close of 1938 . Salaries 
and wages paid to store employees during 1939  amounted to )6,594,500. 

Bales figures in all localities showed increases over 1938 . In the Man-
tijie provinces there was a gain of 23.3  per cent; Alberta, 12.5 per cent; Saskatchewan, 
12.2 per cent; Manitoba, 11.3 per cent; Ontario, 5.2 per cent; British Columbia, 3.6 per 
cent 0  A decrease of 3 units in Quebec in places of 30,000 ppulation and over was offset 
by an addition of 2 stores in the smaller localities which resulted in a net increase of 
9.6 per cent in Quebec sales, Notable increases in sales over 1939  for some of the larger 
cities are: Edmonton, 20.6 per cent; Saskatoon, 16.7 per cent; Montreal, 10.8 per cent. 

Table l.--Number of Variety Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Years, 
nd6 - 12 39  

• - 	 't. -F_-= - 	- 

1930 
-. 

1936 
________________________ 

1937 
___________________ 
1938 

• p 	-. 
1939 

Number of Chains 	',,.. 15 14 142 16 16 
Number of Stores -- 

M..timum 	•••I•I 327 414 437 468 489 
kverage.(1).,..... 313 396 422 446 474 

Total sales 	.......,... 39083 9 600 041,422,100  046,323,400 4722569700 051,416,000 
Chain saleb index 

(193Oloo) 	•,..,. 100.0 105.2 117.6 120.0 13006 
Percentage change in 

sales from procoding' . 

yoar................ - /.3 /11 0 8 /2.0 /8.8 

(1) Obtained by averaging the numbers at beginning, middle and end of year. 
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TableII.--Chajng Stores and Sale by Provinces and Years, 	018and1 

_ -a w.rn -. an.  

G4NkD&, TOTAL — 
Chains 

Sales 

Chains 

Stores(maxirnuxn) 

-p 	- - 

193 0  

.......... 	15 
327 

,..,....... 	983,60o 

.. ....... 	3 

_ ___ 

1938 

16 
468 

472Q9 

flfl •-_ 	• 

1939 

16 
489 

11416o00 

•___ fl 
Percentage 
Change 	in 

Sales 

L88 

3 3 
British Columbia — Storos(rnaximwn) 21 22 22 

Sales ....,..,,. 29769000 3 3,250,500 $ 3,369,100 / 3.6 
Chains •.,.,... 3 4 5 

klberta — Stores (maximum) 8 12 13 
Sales .......... 1,708,900 10  2,046,900 3 2,302,500 /12.5 

Chains ......... 3 3 
Saskatchewan — Stores (maximum) 12 17 17 

Sales ....,..... $ 1,713,800 3 1,806,300 4 2,026,600 /12.2 

Chains .....,.., 4 5 5 
ienitoba Stores (maximum) 9 11 15 

Sales 	.......... 3 1,434,800 3 1 ,593,300  3 1 ,773,300 /11.3 

Chains ,......., 9 12 13 
Ontario - Stores(maxirnurn) 152 233 246 

Sales 	.......... 318,408,300 322,516,700 $23,688,200 /5.2 

Chains ........ 11 13 13 
uebec — Stores(maximum) 101 125 124 

Sales 	......... 3 9,949,700 $11,123,600 $12,188,500 / 9.6 
Chains .......,, 3 5 7 

Iaritimo Provinces -Stores (maximum) 24 48 52 
Sales........., 3 3,398,400 4,919,400 $ 6,067,800 /23.3 

Takle IInr of Chains, Sto 	 3ales Per Store.  
Salaries and WagesandSocks, 15 

Number of chains 	 ............... 
Number of stores — 

Maximum 	•s•ø•s••s•••s••s•ssasse*s•s•••.*•t ... .. 
Average ••..aI.... •. ••sees, 

Total sales, 1939 
Average sales per store — 

1939 •.....s.......,............, ............... 

193 	..................  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Salaries andwages paid store employees, 1939 

Stocks on hand in stores and warehouses, at cost — 
End of 1939 
nd of 1938 ••...... .. .....•,••• . ....... 

16 

489 
474. 

351,416,000 

3 	108,000 
3 	io6,000 

3 6,594,500 

3 8,276,200 
3 7,166,500 



11,772,500 
487,300  

1,923,900 
594,800 

1,300,300 
2,052,400 
4,557,000 

856,800 
10,744,200 

12,277,900 
514,700 

2,028,900 
633,000 

1,352 9 800 
2,177,700 
4,705,40 0  

865,400 
11,410,300 

Quebec,Tota1,................ 125 124 

Places 30,000 and 	over, 	total ......... 79 76 
Montroal# 56 54 
Quebec 13 13 
Three Rivers 	•. ............ . .... 5 5 
Verdun 5 4 

P1aei under 30,000, 	total 	............ 46 48 

New Brunswick, 	Total 	............ 18 19 

St. John ........ •. 4 4 
Places under 30,000, 	to 	.........,.. 14 15 

Nova Scotut, Total .............. 27 30 

Halfax 4 5 
Places under 30,000, 	total 	............. 23 25 

11,123,600 12,188,500 

8,168,700 8,923,100 
5,7 03,500  

2 1 059,400 2 0 232,300 
683,60o 699,800 
280,200 287,500 

2,954,900 3,265,400 

	

1,898,800 I 	2,280,200 

834,000 1 916,7001  

	

1,064,800 	1,363,500 

	

2,677,400 I 	3,423,800 

(x) (x) 
(x) 	(x) 

/9.6 

719.2 
•' 10.8 
71 8.4 
71 24 
/2.6 
;1 10.5 

71 20.]. 
/9;9 
/ 28,1 

/27.9 

(x 
(x 

3 
Te, IV.-' Variety Chain Stores and Sales_bj saxii±a - ±b-- 

to 2Q XW. 

Number of 
Value of Sales 

Province and City 	oores 	. ----- -t.-.----. 	-1----"------  

	

jIaxirum 	1938 	F 	1939 	Per Cent 
ie 

28,028,800 
19,227 ,900 

3,250 ,500  

2,376,100 
1,807 ,900 

568,200 
874,400 

2,046,900 

1,575,400 
721,700 
853,700 
471,500 

1,806,300 

1,111,400 
640,100 
471,300 
694,900 

1,593,300 

1,258,000 
335,300 

22,516,700 

1,319,700 
453,600 

23,688,200 

CANADk, Total 	!€ 

	

30,000 and over, tot1 ........ 	191 	191 
Places under 30,000, total ............ 	277 	298 

British Columbia, Total ......... 	22 	22 

Places 30,000 anc.over, total •....... 

	

12 	12 
Vancouver • , , 	• , . • • • • , • • • • • • • 	9 	9 
Victoria 
	

3 	3 
Places under 30,000, - t. . .., s., •,.. 

	10 	10 

&lberta, Total •..........,....,. 
	121 	13 

Places 30,000 and over, tâtal 
	

6 
	

7 
Calgary 	 3 

	
3 

Edmonton 
	

3 
	

4 
Places wider 30,000, total .......... 	6 

	
6 

Saskatchewan, Total ............, 	17 
	

17 

Places 30,000and ovei, total ....... 	6 
	

6 
Regina 
	

3 
	

3 
Sa.skatoon 	 3 

	
3 

Places under 30,000, total 
	

11 
	

11 

Manitoba, Total 
	

11 
	

15 

Winnipeg . . . . . . . . . . . . 	. . . . . . . . . 
	6 
	

6 
Places under 30,000, total •........... 	S 

	
9 

Ontario, Total .............,.... 	233 
	

246  

30 1 000 	vor, 	total 	...... 74 75 
Brantford. 	....................... 4 4 
Hamilton 	• 	.........,,.......... 8 8 
Kitheér 	•..,.................. 5 5 
London 	•st.•*•*• .........•..••• 4 4 
Ottawa 13 13 
Toronto 36 37 
Windsor 	........................; 4 4 

P.acs under 30,000, 	to 	............ 159 171 

L8L 

/ 7,8 
71 10.2 

71 3.6 

7' 4.3 
71 4.2 
71 4.7 

1,9 

71 12.5 
71 13,2 71 4.3 
71 20.6 
/ 10.2 

71 12,2 
V 9° 

71 16,7 
jI  17.3 

71 4.9 
,1 35.3 

1 5.2 

1 43 
•71 5.6 

5.5 _yt 

71 6.4 
1 4.0 

71 6l 
71 3.3 
71 io 
71 6.2 

30,228,900 
21,187 ,100 

3,369,100 

2,478,000 
1,883,000 
595,000 
891,100 

2,302,500 

1,782 ,800 
753,000 

1,029,800 
519,700 

2,026,600 

1, 2 11,500 
661,400 
550,100 
815,100  

1,773,300 	71 11f3 

P.icu Ed',..rd IslP.d, Total ........... 	3J_31 	343,200 	363, 8001 /6.0 
fx') Indjctesiha -b figures are withheld *to  avoid disclosing individual operations. 
71 Includeê Greater Montreal, oxcopt Verdun, for which separate figures arc shown, 
(r) Rovisod, 
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