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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS 

Variety Store Chains in Canada, 1940 (Preliminary) 

Aggregate sales of variety store chains in Canada during 1940 were $60 1 718,600, a gain of 18 per cent over the preceding year, and up 54 per cent over 
1930, which year marked the inception of corresponding Census of Merchandising data. 
Average sales per store rose from 108,000 in 1939 to j124,000 in 1940, an increase of 
almost 15 per cent. Thoro was no change in the number of chain firma reporting although the number of stores operated incroasod by some 15 units, 13 of which were oponod in places of loss than 30,000 population. Ji. docroaso of one unit was reported in Montreal. Toronto, Hamilton and Windsor in Ontario each reported one additional store last year. 
There was no change in the number of stores operated in other cities of 30 9 000 popula-tion or more. 

All localities recorded sales increases over the preceding year. 
The greatest expansion in sales occurred in Halifax with an advance of 50 per cent while 
Windsor and Edmonton showed gains of approximately 34 and 29 per cent respectively. 
Percentage increases f or other places over 30,000 population ranged from 7.5 per cent 
in London, Ontario to 26.8 per cent in St. John, New Brunswick. 

Percentage increases in sales by provinces arranged in order of 
thoso increases are as follows: Nova Scotia, 34.0; New Brunswick, 26.8; Manitoba, 
20.2; Alberta, 19.6; Quoboc, 17.0; Saskatchewan, 13.9; British Columbia, 10.9 and 
Prince Edward Island, 4.6. 

Stocks on hand in stores and warehouses totalled *9,863.400 at tho 
and of 1940 as compared with $8,276,200 at the close of the procoding yoar. Salaries and wages paid to atoro employees during 1940 amounted to 7,503,900. 

Table 1. --Number of Variety Chains, Stores and Total Sales, by Yoars. 
1330 and 1937 - 1940 

1930 1937 1938 1 	1939 	1940 

Number of Chains ...... 15 14 16 16 16 Number of Stores-- 

327 437 468 439 491 
Maximum ....................
Avorago(1) 313 

. 

39,383

.

60O 

422 446 474 504. 

Total 	Sales 	.............. 
 .46,323,400 vA47,256,700 351,416 1 000 060,718,600 

Chain salos indox 
(1930 • 100) 100.0 117.6 120.0 130.6 154.2 

Percentage chango in salos 
from preceding year . 

- +11.8 +2.0 +8.8 +18.1 

(1) Obtainod by avoraging the numbora at beginning, middle and end of year. 



1' 
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*39 ,383,60( 

Provinces and Years, 133O,  .LJ) and 1U 

Percentage 
Change in 

1930 	1939 	1940 	Sales 
QQ...1QAf 

Chains ........ 
CANADA, TYAL - 	Stores (maximum 

Sales ......... 

16 
489 

5i,416,000 

16 
504 

*60,718,600 + 18.1 

Chains 3 3' 
British Columbia - Stores (maximum) 21 22 

Sales 	........... 3 2,769,700 3 3,369,100 
Chains 3 5 

Alberta - Stores (maximum) 8 13 
Sales 	.... ....... 3 1,708,900 3 2,302,500 

Chains 3 3 
Saskatchewan - Stores (maximum) 12 17 

Sales 1,713,800 3 2,026,600 

Chains 

............. 

4 5 
Manitoba - Stores (maximum) 9 15 

Sales 0 1 9 434,800 3 1,773,300 
Chains 9 13 

Ontario - Stores (maximum) 152 246 
Sales 

............ 

.......... 318,408,300 323 9 688,200 

Chains 11 13 
Quebec - Stores (maximum) 101 124 

Sales 3 

.. 

9,949,700  312,188,500 

Chains 

............ 

I  3 7 
Maritime Provinces - Stores (maximum) 24 52 

Sales 

.......... 

............ $ 3,398,400 $ 6,067,800 

Table IlL--Number of Chains, Stores 1  Total Sales, Avera 
Salaries and Wages and Stocks, 12 

3 
22 

3 3,735, 400  

5 
13 

J 2,754,900 

3 
17 

3 2,308,400 

5 
16 

3 2,132,000 

13 
257 

327,691,300 

13 
126 

314,237 ,800 

7 
53. 

7,858,800 

:e Sales per 

+ 10.9 

+ 19.6 

+ 13.9 

+ 20.2 

+ 17.0 

+ 16.8 

+ 29.5 

tore 

Number of chains .......................................................................16 
Number of stores - 

Maximum ..................................................................... 504 
Average ..................................................................... 491 

Total sales, 1940 ........................................... 	......... .......$60,718,600 
Average sales per store - 

1940 ................................................................ 	124,000 
1939 	................................................................ 3 	108,000  

Salaries and wages paid store employees, 1940 .............................. 3 7,503,900 

Stocks on hand in stores and warehouses, at cost - 
Endof 1940 ....................................................... 
Endof 1939 	....................................................... 

39,863,400 
38,276,200 



Table IV. 	Caii toes and Salosby Provinces and_Pri1jies 

Number of 
Stores 	Value of Sales 

Province and City 	aximun) 	- 	- (M 	 Per Cent 
: _iii 	 __ 

	

CANAD&, T0TPL ..............._j 	416,000 	l80o 
Places 30,000 and over, total 	191 	193 	30,228900 	35,356,300 	+ 17.0 
Places under 30,000, total ... 	298 	311 	219187,100 	25,362,300 	+ 19.7 

British Columbia, Total .. 	22 	22 _J00 	?31400 	+l0. 

Places 30,000 and over, total 	12 	1Z 	2,478,000 	2,756,100 	-f 11.2 

	

Vancouver .....................9 	9 	1 1883, 000 	2,067,400 	+ 9.8 
Victoria ................... 	 7 

	

..3 	3 	595,000 	688,700 	+ 15. 
Places under 30,000, total 	.0 	10 	891,100 	979,300 	+ 9.9 

Alberta, Total 	

. 	

L 
Places 30,000 and over, total 	7 	7 	1,782,800 	2,172 9 200 	+ 21.8 

	

Calgary ........................3 	3 	753,000 	846,000 	+ 12.4 

	

Edmonton ...................4 	4 	1,029 2 800 	1,326,200 	+ 28.8 
Places under 30,000, total 	6 	6 	5192700 	582,700 	+ 12.1 

Saskatchewan, Total ........ 	JL 	2 9 02 6 t 600 

Places 30,000 and over, tota'. 	6 	6 	1,2111500 	1,387,500 	+ 14.5 

	

Regina ....................3 	3 	661,400 	764,000 	+ 15 1 5 

	

Baskatoon ..................3 	3 	550 9 100 	623,500 	+ 13.3 
Places under 30,000, total 	11 	11 	815,100 	920,900 	+ 13.0 

	

Manitoba, Total .......... ..___.15 	 L 	 2,jLO 	±L. 

	

Winnipeg ...................6 	6 	1,319,700 	1,542,000 	+ 16.8 
Place6 under 30,000, total .... 	9 	10 	453,600 	590,000 	+ 30.1 

Ontario, Total ........... . 

	

...246 	2 	_ O  

Places 30,000 and over, total • 	75 	78 	12,277,900 	14,169,100 	+ 15.4 
Brantford ............... 	4 	4 	514000 	5859,200 	+ 134 

	

Hamilton ...................8 	9 	2,028,900 	2,342,600 	+ 15.5 

	

Kitchener ..................5 	5 	633,000 	722,000 	+ 14.1 

	

London .....................4 	4 	1,352,800 	1,454,800 	+ 7.5 

	

Ottawa ..................... .3 	13 	2,177700 	2,642,500 	+ 21.3 

	

Toronto ....................37 	38 	4,705,400 	5,261,000 	+ 11.8 

	

Windsor .....................4 	5 	865,400 	1,161,000 	+ 34.2 
. 

Places under 30,000, total .... 	71 	179 	11,410,300 	13,522, 2 01 	+ 18.5 

	

Quebec, Total .............124 	126 	12188,500 	+16.8 

Places 30,000 and over, total 	76 	75 	8,9 2 3,100 	10,188,900 	+ 14.2 

	

Montreal# ....................54 	53 	5,703,500 	6,4870200 	+ 13.7 

	

Quebec ......................13 	13 	2 9 232,300 	2 ,577,300 	+ 15.5 

	

Three Rivers ................ 5 	5 	699,800 	799,700 	+ 14.3 

	

Verdun ......................4 	4 	287,500 	324,700 	+ 12.9 
Places under 30,000, total 	 48  f 	51 	3, 2 65,400 	4,048,900 	+ 24.0 

	

New Brunswick, Total 8.622P 	2,820 .2i00 _.....±.L 
4 4 9162700 1,162,100 + 26.8 St. 	John 	..................... 

Places under 30,000, total .. 15  15 1,363,500 1,728.100 + 26.7 

Nova Scotia, 	Total 	....... .... --- ,18 	Q.., 

5 5 1,319,200 1,978,400 + 50.0 Halifax 	.... ........... ...... 
Places under 30,000, total .... 25 26 2,104q600 2 ,609,500 + 24.0 

Prince Edward Is1andTot 
inc1udes Greater Montreal, except Verdun, for which separate figures are shown.- 
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