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VARIETY STORE CHAINS, 1943

Stable conditions in recent years in the veriety chain field with little
or no change in the number or identity of firms or stores or in the volume of business
traensacted constitutes the outstunding feature of the results of a survey of this trade
compiled by the kerchandising and Services pranch of the Bureau of Stetistics., ‘There
were 19 chain companies operating in vanzsda in 1943 end these Lad 521 stores with
$84,366,200 scles. a volume of business practically unchanged from the $84,319.200 worth
of business conducted by the seme 19 compenies through 523 outlets in 1942, Seles in
1943 were 13.& per cent higher then in 1941 when there were 20 companies with 532 stores
end $74,179,100 sales. A marked expension in the variety chain field characterized the
decade prior to the beginning of the war, &an expension which was continued at even greater
pace during 1940 and 1941. Sales in 1943 were more than double the volume of business
trensacted by this type of outlet in 1930. the first year for which figures are anvailuble.

Wages paid to store employees amounted to $10,275,800 in 1943 compered
with $9,859,800 in 1942, Inventories held by variety chains were valued at 11,755,900
at the end of 1943 and at $11,612.100 at the close of the preceding yesr. ‘lhe inventory
figure &s on vecember 31, 1943, consisted of store stocks valued at $9,8%6,500 and
warehouse inventories of $1,919,400,

Veriety chtin sales in Prince Edward Lsland gained 15.6 per cent between
194z and 1945 while an increese of 9.4 per cent wes recorded in Alberta. The abnormal
increese in the former province reflects the pert year operztionm in 1942 of one of the
three stores comprising the group of stores. '1he major portion of the 4Alberte increase
may be attributed to kdmonton where a ms jor gein of 17.3 per cent wts recorded.

With the exceptions noted above the horizontsl trend in variety chain
stles between 194Z and 1948 extended to all perts of the country. british Columbie sales
were O.< per cent lower in 1949 then in 1942 while Sasketchewan and Lanitoba both reported
minor gains of about 3 per cent. Sales in the other provinces in 1945 varied by less
than twc per cent from the volume of business trensacted in 1942,

Hull, Quebec end Verdun were the only cities of 30,000 population or over
in additicn to kdmonton to record & gein of as much as 5 per cent in sales over 194%&.
Decreases renging from 5 to 9 per cent were reported in Vancouver, Fort William, Hamilton,
London, St. Catherines and Sherbrooke. lLiinor chenges charecterized the trend in the other
larger urban centres.

'ihe veriety store field is predominantly an urben development with epproxi-
mately 40 per cent of the total trede trensected in cities of 1C0,00C population or more.
Another £5.7 per cent of the trade for 1943 was trensected in places of from 30,000 to
100,000 population, 21.7 per cent in places of from 10,000 to 30,000 &nd 14.4 per cent in
places of less thum 10,000 persons.



—“:.-

variety chain outlets with anrual sales of between $100,000 end §L00,-
CO0 constitute the most common size class. Of the 5Z1 stores operated by veriety
chains in 1943 there were 191 in this group anc thsse accounted for 2.1 per cent of
the totel suales. ‘lhere were 4 stores eech Laving annuasl seles of 1,000,000 or more
end another 21 outlets with annual seles of between $5CC,C00 and $1,000,00C., Together
these two groups accounted for 22.5 per cent of the total veariety cheain business.
There were 47 stores esch with annual sales of less than $30,000. Some of these
repredent stores in operation for only part of the year,
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Table I -~ Number of variety vheins, Stores and ‘total Sales, by years
1930, 1937 and 1941--1943

., (995 0 1 9t 1941 9 gl 1943
Numberdiof @Hains!’ Je.. !, Lol . 15 14 20 19 19
erb T Btoresi .ooen v .
MR L e g 327 437 532 523 .
averege ‘1. . ... .. 313 422 - 12) 521 520
1otal saies {(reteil) ....... $39,383,600 $46,323,400 1$74,179,100 $84.319,200] 484,366,200
Chein Sales inaex llQéOthO) 100,0 1UISZ 6 188.4 214.1 £14.2
Percentage chenge in sales
from preceding yvyear ..... " - +11.8 H 22l . Ll + 0.1

(1) Obtained by averaging tlie numbers ut beginning, middle and end of year.
{£) not &vailable.

Table II -~ Number of Cheins, Stores, ‘Potal Sales, Aversge u8les per store,
oelueries and Weges and Stocks, 194& and 1943

1.9 4 2 1943 0
BT ol RS 1. M o o e w i et T s 180 s,
Number of Stores -
MRS TN 200 v (u b e e bl s W, e i) Lo Sed 521
IBVETEZE Juidels o+ - o o Braleke) ae borane o5 AV R N4 T 2 5¢1 520
i N el eBallivetiagsl || S £ glego UL M - s oL B $64 ,319,200 ¥84,366,200
Ve Rl SANEESDeTr | STOFer b & Soews g Bkl fe e n s - b v 161,841 $§ 162,243
Per cent change from preceding year ... .. o S, + 16.07 + 0,25
saleries and wages peid to store employees ....... 1 ¥ 9,859,800 $10,275,800
wtocks on hand, end of year, at cost -
N RSIEROIS] Wi, i o™ bre s oxsle o AL ERMAEIN A rers Woxe oror | ¥ 9,584,900 $ 9,836,500
4n warehouses ..ce.seecocso 0 TR T Tk - (e EA $. 2,027,200 $ 1,919,400
‘total stocks on hand ........ IR H o P SEE o LA N $11,612,100 $11,755,900




Table III - Variety chains, n<xlm
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Number of Stores and Sales by Provirnces

1950 and 1941 - 1943

B e == =
TT—‘ Percent
14/ G WG 1941 |1942 1 gt 2 g i SEEEES B
Sales
1942-1943
| i o
Cansda, total Bhains ) 20 19 19
Stores 327 532 523 5748
5 Sales | $39,383,600 $74,179,100]584,319,2001§84,366,200 ] _+ 0.1
British Columbia Chains 3 3 3 ]
Stores 21 &8 22 &2
Sales |g £,769,700l3 4,161,5004% 4,705,400]¢ 4,553,400 SN
Alberts Chains 3 () 5] )
Stores & 1% 13 13
Sales | § l,'708,90.0,LQ,.‘L_S;‘LB.O‘Q_@_;_,.@}‘E}.@_O‘QJ $ 3,993,800 + 9.4
Saskaetchewan Chains S . S 5 5]
Stores 12 17 17 17
oeles $ 1,713,800]$ £,598,500]& 2,£06,50C $ 2,900,400 + 3.3
Menitobe Chains 4 3 S S
Stores .9 15 15 15
sales |& 1,434,800)3 £,426,3C0]18% £,986,1001% 3,066,400 + 5.7
Onterio Chains 9 16 15 15
Stores 152 275 £70 270
Sales |318,406,300]$33,784,500 $37,703,000]$37,170, 000 ErL il 4
Quebec Chains g | 13 13 pi
Stores 1C1 151 1547 125
2 sales |$ 9,949,7001$17,6686,600|$21,144,000]§£1 ,345,300 + 1.0
New Brunswick Chains S 7 T 7
Stores 6 24 24 24
Sales {Be) $ 5,593,20C]3 3,977,800]% 5,966,600 - 0.3
Nova Scotia Chains Z 5 5. . 5
Stores 1€ 52 J8 352
sales | 1x) | €,080,90018 6,922,40C]18 6,877,000 - 402
Prince Luward Chains 2 3 3 S
Islend Stores "k 3 3 3
Sales {x) 442,000 £  426,70013 495,300 S ulEni6

(x):

but these are included in the totsals)

indicates that figures are withheld to avoid dicclosing inéividual operetions,
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Table 1V -- Veriety Chein Stores and Sales by Frovinces end trincipel Cities, 1942 and 194:

Number of Value of OSeles
Stores (heteil)
(M x i mum }____W Per cent
1942 19493 of change
l 942 1943 1942-1943
7 ¥
CANMY.. Totalial 4 15 o s, 523 57240 84,519,200 84,366,200 e e
Places 3C,C00 and over ........ . <19 217 54,037,100 53,939,400 =0 2
Plaves unaer 30,000 ...... S-S, 304 304 30.48%,100 30,4%¢ ,800 10,5
BEitish-Columbia . J.. .0 & e 2% 2& 4,703,400 L5535 4] “"SA13. 2
Pliancesh 30, 000 8 Ra* QVer 3. . o' & 1z 12 3,495,400 3,345,600 =2 43
NEIHEOUVET) i B + 5 oo %5 - Busne 9 9 2,548,200 2,389,300 o 50 2
VGO REE R =BG T orssssi L . ] %) 945,200 954,300 + 1.0
Pliaces QHASENIGI000,L t o L - s vleiann 1G 10 1,210,000 1,209,600 O, 07
b Gadh= .. L AN VR L3 s 3,649,300 3,993, 8C0 + 9.4
Places 30,CC0 and over ...... ¥ 7 7/ 2,82C,100 3,114,800 + 10.4
CsllPatv s . .5 5 6 P A T S /) 1,1C0,50C 1,098,200 0.2
MirionBon—r . il ook e 4 4 1,719,6C0 2,016,600 AL703
Places under 30,000 ...... ezt L & 6 ££9,200 879,000 + 640
Sasketchewan cocoscocccvone 47 18 2,806,500 2,900,400] + 3.3
Places 30,000 and OVEIr .scsoevoe 6 6 1,595,100 1,614,800 7 AL
BRG] o %3 o tikegd o T, TR N ) 3 £94 ,800 LT BREE  + L 2.5
SEEKE TN . J.ld o oot padhle st alos 3 3 700,300 697,300 - 0.4
i s@esunger 'S0,/0000 . T L .. 1L, s 11 1,211,4C0 1,285,600 e
EEMRUODA = . - orad st WL < 1] 15 2,986,100 3,066 400 + R
Placegr oner 30,000 % o om0 o solore s g 6 2,213,900 2,262,900 + 2.2
WISREIDER LMIn e ofidie e s 5o 6 6 2,213,500 ,262,900 + 2.2
Eiaces under-303000 “. o' vl o550 g 9 774,00 603,500 + 4.1
OFuh:, g 1] P b, SO b B s ; £70 | 270 37,703,CC0 57,170,080 ~ l.4
Places over 30’000 0L 0 e 0000 101 101 2590519000 2295869960 3 2,0
ERSNurords. . .a Sk . . | - 4 4 838,300 821,200 - 2.0
ROmE =ML ISem Wi oxds exolozarals) e « 4 4 689,900 641,600 = 7
Hamilton 200000000223 0e000 00 9 g 3’0729600 2.8289500 1 709
&ixlgston © 0090 00CQC e S *O e a0 4 4 952’000 927.500 =3 005
KitChenel‘ 2 0086 eseesrOe R0 OD 5 5 9589900 9049100 T 3-7
RSN % 010 o iake. sisigralbioisTv=shukero =i 4 4 1,689,200 1,595,400 =l 15510
OMAREINE % o suidald B0 o.clelaflotontii’ o 18 1'é 3,€15,400 3,847,000 + 0,8
Sto C&theriDES dooagenvweseeoo 4 4 1.129,0(:0 l|066g400 = 8°5
SUdbU,I‘y 0000000000800 d00 ° o 3 3 9120600 923’400 + 102
TOROIGON bereties LA, ML sl 46 46 7,41 ,500 7,269,500 + 0.4
R S O ook T o s ax i amal aRE T hase o ) 5] 1,761,600 1 9755,3001 *+ 0.2
IRlaces *Raaer 30 QD0 | s sis'sims o1 s o7 169 169 14,652,000 14,883,100 = T OIS
Quebec €0 0P 000D OOCDADSLSEDOD 127 125 21;144)000 219345L500 + loo
Places over 3C,000 ...os00s000ea 76 7¢ 16,070,900 16,333,300 + 1.2
IO | Sy o g Te, e T 3 5] £71,800 287,500 + 5.8
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Teble IV -~ Variety Chain Stores esnd Sales bty Provinces and Principel Cities,

B R U ——

1942 and 1943 -(Concluded)

Number of Velue of Sales
Stores {Retuil) :
(Maximum) Per cent
1942 §1943 19428 ‘s of change
i ) . i 19421943
$ $
Quebec ~ (Concluded)
o R T R B of | = 49 48 9,443,400 9,560,4C0 =1 e
(9020 R S+ Sl By b 13 12 3,744,000 3,967,400 + 6.0
SISO BEREN T8 o & v s 1 e o SR 5 4 4 1,082,400 1,C20,400 T
HEOR RS . - 5 ool o 20 2ids 5 S 1,034,100 995,100 =t SR8
TN IR o) & o imariions » 5" o5 @ik o 4 4 497,2C0 502,500 i | © o)
Flaces undler 80,000 ., Jdoo.iden /s 49 43 5,075,100 5,012,000 1
Maritime Provinces ........ 59 59 11,326,900 11,336,300 st LN
Plgkes Syer B0L.P00 s ! - sl L8 9 4,792,700 4,685,100 = NaS
SAENH, RN Ll s b o ¢ 5ot e The % i 4 4 1,599,100 1,594,200 =EN03
SRERERE B6 i3 v b ... bl R 5] 5] 3:193;600 3,088,900 T TORS
Places undey 30,000.... ... 004l &0 50 6,534,200 6,653,800 . Sy 8




Tazlg Vg == Varicty Store Chains 1948, Stores and 3ales Classified by Frowinces and Size of Locality

| R N i L. o) Btoves Amd salep.in places With ropulation of --
Province ALL LCCALITIES Over 100,000 ' i T50,000-100, 000 -
L amipaa R % of total ~ % ol total ~
s ag = <l wa i WOIETOS ___Y_e%ﬁjg"’m Stores Scles chain sules] Stores Saqées chain sales
3 _

CAINADA, Total 523 |&4,319,200] 100.0 150 85, 668,500 40.2 69 20,170,700 23.9
British Columbia . 22 4,703,400 100.0 9 2,548,800 O4 o 22 3 245,200 20,1
DI OYZ) 10 T e o A g 13 3,642,300 100.0 - - - 7 2,880,100 77.3
3askatenewan ..... 1?7 2,806,500 10C.0 - - - 6 1,595,100 56.8
MaiEEREY = . ey 18 2,38¢,100 100.0 & 2,213,900 74.1 - - -

(07305, 2501 ke el Iy o 270 37,703,000 160.0 73 15,921,160 42.2 2e 7% 2387 160 18.9
DL B M S e M 127 21,144,000 100.0 (%%, 15,086, 400 62.4 16 <, 885,500 13.6
New Brunswick .... 24 3,977,800 100.0 - - - 4 DT 00 40.2
Yova Scotia ve.us. )7 beEs 400 160.0 - - - 5 5,193,600 46.1
Irince Xdward Is.. 3 426,700 100.0 - - - - - -
A B S EE L . SR LT S F - LR Lo ===z = - TR T - - —1
Stores and sales 1n places with DO 11.1t10n of -- -
Frovince Ny 16,000-30, 200 Less then 10,000
— 4 of total 4 4 of total

= a-b o Lgitores Sales .. | chain sales Stores Sales ~chain sales

CANADA, Total . UL 18,22%,200 210G 177 13,0"%,700 14,3
British Columtcia , > (x) (x) 7/ (8 (x)

ARG AR WS 4 (x) () & (x) (x)
Saskatchewan ..... 4 (x) (%)) 7 (x) (x)
MEREEEIE o o i (x) S 3] 7k 417,000 14.0
Lk R W 6 £,940,500 5807 106 5,703,300 15.2
EIOLE (00 ) el 36 4,088,100 ) R 1S 985,000 4.7
Tew, 2runswick ... & 1,541,800 33.7 14 1,036,300 6.1
Nevas8eotian. . inl 7 1,406,300 20.3 20 2,321,300 33.6
Frince Edward Island P (x) (x3) b (rx) (x)

An (x) indicates that figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, mut these

the totals.

are incl uded in



Table VB -~ Variety 3tore Chains 13943, Stores and Sales Classified by Provinces and 3ize of Locality

Stores and sales in places with population Of --
ALL LOCALITIES Over 100,000 30,000-100,000
Province "~ Sales % of total % of total
o ______1Stores Yalue rer centjltores 3ales chain sales ] 3tores] Sales chain sales
$ $ $

CANADA, Total .| 3521 84,366,200 | 100.0 | 148 |33,920,300 40.2 69 |20,026,300 SRy
British Columbia .. 22 4,553,400 100.0 9 2,589,300 128 ) 3 954,300 21 (0]
AMBerta--a faiTr. . . 13 3,993, €00 100.0 - - - 7 5,114,800 78.0
Saskatchewan ...... M7 2,300,400 100.0 - - - 6 1,614,800 55.7
Veltole ae. o . .. . 15 3,066,400 | 100.0 6 | 2,262,900 5.8 - E -
COMEE ... . ;... 1. |~ 270 37,170,000 | 100.0 93 115,740,300 42.4 28 | 6,853,800 18,4
Ruehes = Ims T, . 125 21,345,300 100.0 60 15,527,800 63.4 16 2,805,500 13.2
New Brunswick .ccce 24 3,966,600 100.0 - - - 4 1,594,200 40.2
NEVA, JSCOBR 8- oo siate 32 6,877,000 100.0 - - - <) 3,088,900 44,9
Pripce Edward Is. . 3 493,300 100.0 - - - - - -

Y Stores und sudies in places with porulation of -- P
10,000-30, 000 iess than 10,000
Frovince » of total : % af fotal
Stores Sales chain sales Stores Sal es chain sales
$ %

CANADA, Total . 127 18,242,400 207 7 12,177,200 14.4
British Columbia .. > (x) (x) 7 (25) (x)
e Rtals it L 55 4 (x) (x) 2 (x) (x)
Saskatchewan ...... 4 (x) (x) 7 (x) (x)
Mandteibasy ae b e « o4 e (x) 11,3 % 455,600 14.9
OERBENEGN" « o o oge Pho o /a.iale 63 €,853,600 L ke 106 5,716,300 15.4
Quebet ....ecevven - 36 4,041,200 18,9 13 970,800 4.5
New Brunswick ..... 6 1,398,300 35.3 14 974,100 24.5
Nowa Seotiia :. . .5 7 1,374,100 20.0 20 2,414,000 35.1
Prince kdward Is. . %y (x) (x) )8 (x) (x)

An (x) indicates that fimres are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, but these are included

ir the totals,



(1) Less than .05 per cent.

Tuble VI -- Variety Chaln Units Classified According to smount of Apnual Sales, 1942 and 1943
e St iy | ] 9L N7 NS
Size ‘of M ineos ]====——T_—_-_T-=——T—a==: — —
Nusber of Value of JPer cent of | Cwnaulative| Number of| Value of Per cent of fCumulative
Stores Sales total sales| per cent |Stores Sales total sales]per cent
$ $
CANADA, Total ...... 523 B4y, S, 200 100.00 - (5,211 84,366,200 100.00 -
Chainr units having sales
of --

LS ER D0y ciien % 1,342,000 21.75 *[" 21.7§ - l1e,e15,700|  22.30 22.30
¢ 500,000 to $999,999 ..| 20 e — - o =y N E :
$ 300,000 to $493,399 .. 33 12,656,900 15.01 36 .76 30 11,505,500 13.64 35.94 |
§ 200,000 to $99,999 .. 64 15,613,400 18.52 96, 28 62 15,194,100 NERIOH] 53.95
$ 100,000 to $199,993 ..] 181 25,418,200 30,15 85,43 Nt 27,118,200 32.14 86,09 |
$ 50,000 to & 99,999 ..| 124 9,468,700 AL F2 36 .66 Eal 9,072,000 10.75 96.84
$ 30,000 to § 49,999 .. 44 1,711,000 2.03 9€.69 45 1,735,700 2.06 3B.190
$ 20,000 to 3 29,999 .. 31 822,100 0.97 29 .66 25 665,100 0.79 . 99.69
$ 10,000 to § 19,999 .. 16 243,800 (0F £ 99.95 14 202,600 0.24 99.93
$ 5,000 to $ 9,999 .. 5 41,400 0.05 100.00 6 50,900 0.06 29,99
$ less than & 5,000 .. ! 2,700 (1) - =) 6,400 0.01 100.00
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LIST OF VARIETY STORE CHAINS IN CANADA.

Beamish, «ThelR,. A.. Sbtexnes; sdeu,
Chainway Stores Ltd.,

David, Joseph

Farmer, J.D., Magasins

Federal 5-10-15 cent to $1.00 Stores, Ltd.,

Ceiles . ey a4
Kirby's Stores
Eresge, 3. S. Co., Ltd.;

jeCool, A. W.

Metropolitan Stores, Ltd.,
Mirwin's Stores, Ltd.,

Feople's 5x10-15 cent to $1.00 Stores, Ltd.,

The Regent 5 cent to &1.00 Stores, Ltd.,
Rossy, S. Inc.,
Stedman Scent to £1.00 Stores

United 5 cent to $1.00 Stores of Can. Ltd.,

Variety % cent to 3$1.00 Stores Ltd.,
Wocolworth, .. Co., Ltd.,
Zeldlerts', [Jikde 5

703 Bank St.,

Fleet & Bathurst

61 Canada St.,

5% rue St. Haul ek
1181 3t. Catherine

Ste, Wey

Ottawa, Ontario.
Teronto, Ont.
Edmunston, N.E.
Montreal , Que.
Mont real, Jue

Orangeville, Ont.
Weston, Ontr
Mont real, Que.

35 Main St.,

Room 1300, 507

Flace 4'Armes

1606 & 1608 Gerrard
St

136 Dundas 3t.,

James St.,

1372 3t. Catherine
Bts, W,

319 Notre Dume St., E. Montreal, Que.
3979 Ontax ic Sl j=Bay  'Montireal , Yue.
27 ¥ellington St., Toronto, Ont..

3791 Notre Dame St., W .Montreal, Que.
4505 Papineau St., Montreal , Que.
397 Bay 5t., Toronto, Ont.
1253 keGill College Mont real, Jue.

Ave.,

Toronto, Cnt.

London, Ont.
Wallaceburg, Ont.
kontreal, Que.
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