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VAI?IETY STORE CHAINS, 1946 

In 1946, 19 variety store chains operated 523 stores in Canada, with sales 
of 1C7,58C,CO 3  an increase of 12.1 per cent above the volume of business transacted 
by the samlie chains throu'h 521 stores in 1945. 

Salaries and wages paid to store employees rose from $11,505,200 in 1945 
to 1,745,500. Stocks on hand at the end of the year at cost value amounted to 
413,326,400 comprised of store inventories to the value of $10,904,100, and warehouse 
inventories of $,344,30O. The value of stock on hand at the end of the previous 
year wac $10,74,E0O. 

11 cities of over 30,000 population except Windsor, Ontario and Halifax, 
Nova Scotia reported greater sales in 1946 than in the previous year. The decline 
in sales in 4indsor reflects the decrease in the r.urriber of stores resulting from 
loss by fire. Jill provinces reported increased sales in 1946 compared with 1945, 
the gains ranging froni 16.1 per cent in !:anitoba to 0.3 per cent in Nova 5cotia. 

The movement to larger sized stores is (;vldent in table 4 where it is 
shown that stores with annual sales of $100,000 or over accounted for 91.57 per cent 
cf total variety chain sales as compared to 89.49 per cent in 1945. 



I 0 H 	---- - 

51 

STORE STOCKS 

WAREHOUSE 
01 
	STOCl(S 	- 

19 4 l03i 19 ,10 lQ'1•5 	•4- 

-2- 

VARIETY CHAIN STORES 
RE1AIE SALEEIS 

1930 -  I01-6 
\t ILL I () r 

(00 

180  

40 

20 

60 I 

0 

l 30 I935 	 1940 	 1945 '46 

STORE AND WAREHOuSE STOCKS 
934 - 1946 



-3- 

Tab 1e1 - -SummP_i rAety Chain St res ,_1930   - 1946 

Year 
Number 

of 
Chains 

1\ulnber of 
Stores 

Retail 
Sales 

Salaries 
and Wages 
to Store 
Employees 

Stocks on sand 
End a? 

- 

ax- 
______ 
Aver- Stores Warehouses 

iraum age(1) 

1930 	... 15 327 313 39,383,600 4,179,300 5,274,900 (a) 

1931 14 340 329 38,906,700 (a) (a) (a) 

1932 14 348 339 35,474,800 (a) (a) (a) 

1933 	.. 14 356 348 33,348,600 4,032,40C 4,796,600 (a) 

1934 	... 14 372 360 35,646,500 3,908,100 4,507,800 617,100 

1935 	... 14 390 377 37,914,000 4,889,300 5,184,800 . 	 861,300 

1936 	.. 14 414 396 41,422,100 5,331,300 5,880,900 898 1 800 

1937 	... 14 437 422 46,323,400 5,832,000 6,234,100 946,900 

1938 	... 16 468 446 47,256,700 6,170,100 6,243,600 922,900 

1939 	... 16 489 474 51,416,000 6,594,500 9,k5,4 1,130,900 

1940 	... 16 504 491 60,718,600 7,453,900 8,354,100 1,45,500 

1941 20 .532 525 74,179,100 8,568,700 9,334,600 1,806,100 

1942 19 523 521 84,319,00 9,859,800 9,584,9004. 2,027,200 

1943 	... 19 521 520 84,366,200 10,275,700 9,836,500 1,919,400 

1944 18 515 514 88,568,800 10,737,600 8,885,500 1,511,500 

1945 19 521 515 95,998,00 11,505,00 9,008,400 1,756,•00 

1946 	... 19 523 515 107,586,00 L,745,500 10,984,100 L,344,300 

() Not availEible. 
(1) ObtLintd by aver€ging the nurber at beginning, xhiddle and end of year. 
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Table 2.--Variety Chain Stores and SalesLrovinces  and Principal Cities, 
1945 and 1946 

	

Number of 	Value of Sales 	Per cent 
Stores 	(Reta4) 	change in 

	

_(1axi) 	. 9 4 5 	1 4 6 	
sales 

l54 1 1946 	 1945-1946 

CANADA, 	Total 	.......... 521 523 - 95,996,200 

----- 

107,586,200 +12.1 

places 30,000 and over 223 221 61,510,300 66,728,900 +11.7 
Places under 30,000 298 302 34,487,900 38,857,300 +12.7 

British Columbia ••• 
V 	23 23 5116,400 _ 5,950,700 +16.3 

Places 30,000 and over 12 	12 3,633,100 4,173,500 +14.9 
9 	9 2,607,900 3,025,300 +16.0 
3 	3 1,025,200 1,148,200 +12.0 

Vancouver ..............
Victoria 	............... 

Places under 30,000 ..... 11 	11 1,483,300 1,777,200 +19.8 

Alberta 	............. 13 	14 4,274,700_ - 	4,860,800 +13.7 - 

Places 30,000 and over 7 7 3,339,100 3,764,500 +12.7 
Calgary 	.............. 3 3 1,238,600 1,420,900 +14,7 

4 4 2,100,500 2,343,600 +11.6 dmonton 	............... 
places under 30,000 ..... 6 7 935,600 1,096,300 +17.2 

Saskatchewan 17 18 3,409,400 3,906700 ±.6 	- 

places 30,000 and over 6 6 3 1 899,900 2,153,000 +13.3 
Regina 	.............. 3 3 1,064,200 1,206,300 +13.4 

3 3 835,700 946,700 +13,3 Saskatoon 	.............. 
Places under 30,000 ]. 12 1,509,500 1,753,700 +16.2 

3anitoba 	...........15 15 3,413,700 4,031,500 +18.1 

Places over 30,000 6 6 2,545,600 3,082,600 +21.1 
Winnipeg 	.............. 6 6 2,545,600 3,082,600 +21.1 

Places under 30,000 9 9 868,100 946,900 + 9.3 

Ontario 	.... 275 276 42,795,800 47,599,600 - 	+11.2 

Places over 30,000 	...... 108 107 25,919,900 28,341,100 + 9.3 
4 4 952,300 1,077,000 +13.1 

Fort William 4 4 732,500 819,100 +11.8 
9 9 3,234,800 3,547,100 + 9.7 

Kingston 4 4 1,060,700 1,134,000 + 6.9 
5 5 1 1 112,300 1,252,100 +12.6 
4 4 1,785,500 1,985,500 +11.2 

Brantford 	................ 

13 13 4,367,200 4,768,200 + 9.2 

Hamilton 	.................. 

St. Catherines 4 4 1,158,100 1,283,000 +10.8 

Kitchener 	................. 
London 	................... 
Ottawa 	................... 

3 3 996,300 1,167,900 +17.0 
Toronto 53 53 8,526,400 9,547,400 +11.9 
Sudbury 	.................. 

5 4 1,989,800 1,759,800 -11.6 Windsor 	.................. 
places under 30,000 167 169 16,875,900 19,256,500 +14.1 
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ab1e 2.--Variety Chain Stores and Sales 	inces and Principal Cities 
Conclucied 

Nuinberof 	- Value of Sales percent 
Stores —__(Retailj change in 

- 	LImuin) 1945 1946 sales 
1945-1946 1945 1946 

Quebec 	............. 123 122 24,472,800 	- 28,228,300 - 	+15.3 

Places over 30,000 	...... 75 74 19,058,500 22,122,000 +16.1 
}lull............. 3 3 343,000 363,700 +11.9 
1ontrea1 47 45 10,994,100 12,456,700 +13.3 
Quebec 12 13 4,618,500 5,676,600 +22.9 

4 4 1,303,600 1,543,300 +16.4 
Three Rivers 5 5 1,195,300 1,387,500 +16.1 

4 4 604,000 674,200 +11.6 

Sherbrooke .............

places under 30,000 4 48 5,414,300 6,106;300 +12.8 

Maritime Provinces • 55 55 	- _12,515,400 13,006,600 + 3.9 - 

Verdun 	............... 

Places over 30,000 9 9 5,114,200 5,092,200 - 0.4 
4 4 1,759,300 1,847,200 + 5.0 

Halifax 5 5 3,354,900 3,245,000 3.3 
Saint John .............

Places under 30,000 46 46 7,401,200 7,916,400 + 7.0 



Table 3--Variet Chains 9  Laxirnun Number of Stores and Sales bovinces 
1930 and 1944-1946 

per cent 

1930 1944 1945 1946 changein 
sales 

1945-1946 

Canada, Total 	taftis 15 18 19 19 
tores 327 515 521 523 

Sales J39683600 486,568,800 495,996,200 $107,586,200 +121 
British Columbia-Chains 3 3 4 4 

Stores 21 22 23 23 
Sales _2,769700 $ 467k900 4,116400 5 9 950,700 +163 

Aaberta - 	Chains 3 5 5 5 
Stores 8 13 13 14 
Sales tl,706,900 All 110000  3 4,294,700 4,860,800 +13,7 

Saskatchewan - 	Chains 3 3 3 
Stores 12 17 17 18 
Sales 1,716,800 J0640C J,409 9400 3 	3,9C6700 +146 

Manitoba - 	Chains 4 5 5 5 
Stores 9 15 15 15 
Sales j1,434,800 4 3,275,900 4413700 J 	4,031,500 _+181 - 

Ontario - 	Chains 9 15 16 16 
Stores 152 268 275 276 
a1es_ $18,408,300 $38,741,000 42,795,800 $ 47,599,600 +112 

Quebec - 	Chains 11 13 13 13 
Stores 101 125 123 122 
Sales 39,949,700 E6228,300 +15,3 

New Brunswick- 	Chains 3 6 6 6 
Stores 6 20 20 20 
Sales_ (x) 4,100,500 96_ 

Nova Scotia - 	Chains 2 5 5 h 
Stores 16 32 32 62 
Sales Ix) - 7,266700 :755€,60O [579,000 + 0,3 

Prince Edward 	Chains 2 3 3 3 
Island 	Stores 2 3 3 3 

Sales J 	526,00C  J 	527,600 L_630,500 + 92 

(x) Indicates that fiures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, 
but these are included in the totals0 



Table 4. --VarietChain Units Classified hccordin to Amount of Annual $ales, 1945 and 1946 

Size of Business 

1945 1946 

Number of Value of Per cent Cumulative Number of Value of per cent Cumulative 
stores sales of total per cent stores sales of total per cent sales sales 

CANADA, Total ... 521 95,998,200 100000 - 523 107,586,200 100.00 

Chain units having sales 
of:- 

$1,000,000 and over ••• 23,588,900 2457 2457 6 9,225,900 658 8.58 
$ 	500,000 to $999,999 	,. ) 28 19,834,200 18.44 27.02 
$ 	300,000 to 	499,999 48 17,830,900 1857 43.14 61 23,076,600 21.45 46.47 
$ 	200,000 to $L99,999 	.. 73 17,556,000 16.29 61.43 83 19,981,100 18,57 67.04 
$ 	100,000 to 0199,999 ,. 190 26,933,400 26.06 89.49 183 26,391,800 24.53 91.57 
$ 	50,000 to $ 99,999 .. 99 7,523,900 7,64 97,33 88 6,652,200 6.18 97.75 
$ 	30,000 to $ 49999 ., 50 1,937,700 2.02 99.35 47 1,895,200 1.75 99.51 

20,000 to $ 29,999 	.. 17 4.52,400 0,45 99.80 14 360,100 .33 99.84 
$ 	10,000 to $ 19,999 	.. 9 151,500 0.16 99.96 9 136,200 .13 99.97 
$ 	5,000 to $ 	9,999 	,. 5 43,500 C04 100.00 4 30,900 03 100.00 

Less than $ 	5,000 .. 1 ) 



Montreal, P.Q, 
Montreal, P.Q. 
Montreal, P.Q. 
Toronto, Ont. 

Montreal, P.Q. 
Montreal, P.Q. 
Toronto, Ont. 
Montreal, P.Q. 

LIST OF VARIETY STORE CIAINS IN CANADA 

Beandsk Stores Co. Ltd., R. A.  
Chainway Stores Ltd. 
Federal 5 cent to $1.00 Stores Ltd. 
Crigg Co., The 
Kirby's 5-1015 cent to $1.00 Stores 

Ltd. 
Kresge Co. Ltd., S. S. 

La Cie J.D.F. Ltée, 
McCool, A.W. 
!etropo1itan Stores Ltd. 
irwin's Stores Ltd. 

Osborne's 5 cent to $1.00 Stores 
People's 5-10-15 cent to $1.00 Stores 

Ltd. 
Regent 5 cent to $1.00 Stores Ltd. The 
Rossy Inc., S. 
Stedrnan Bros. Ltd. 
United 5 cent to $1.00 Stores of Canada 

Ltd. 
Variety 5 cent to $1.00 Stores Ltd. 
oo1worth Co. Ltd., F. W. 

Zeller's Ltd. 

1946 

?03 Bank Street, 
Fleet & Bathurst Sta. 
11E1 St. Catherine St. 

35 lain Street, N., 
Room 1300, 
507 Place d'Armes, 

373 rue St. Paul, 0., 
360 Oakwood Ave. 
136 Dundas St.. 
.Tames Street, 
3216 Yonge St. 

1372 St. Catherine St. V. 
319 Notre Dame St. E., 
3979 Ontario St. E., 
27 Wellington St. W., 

3791 Notre Dare St. W., 
4505 Papinesu Ave. 
357 Bay Street, 
1253 McGill College Ave. 

Ottawa, Ontario. 
Toronto, Ont. 

W., Montreal, P.Q. 
Orangeville, Ont. 

Weston, Ont. 

Montreal, P.Q. 
11ontrea1, P.Q. 
Toronto, Ont. 
London, Ont. 
Wallacebure, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 
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