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VARIETY STORE CFLLINS, 1947 

In 1947, eighteen variety store chains transacted retail 
business to the extent of $117,925,300 through 536 stores. This re-
presented an increase in dollar volume of 9.6 per cent from 1946. 

Salaries paid to store employees rose 10.4 per cent from the 
1945 level to $14,069,300. Store inventories showed a gain of 14.1 
per cent over the previous year, amounting to $12,528,200 while ware-
house stocks declined slig atly to $2,302,800. Store inventories, as 
a percentage of net sales, dropped from 12.6 per cent in 1941 to 9.4 
in 1945 but have increased to 10,2 and 10.6 per cent in the last two 
years. (Table i). 

Variety stores located in places of less than 30,000 popula-
tion registered greater gains in net sales from 1946 than did those 
situated in cities over 30,000. With two exceptions, gains were made 
in all localities. In the various provinces, sales increased in dollar 
volume from 13,2 per cent in New Brunswick to 0.2 per cent in Nova 
Scotia with Prince Edward Island showing a decline of 0.9 per cent. 
(Tables 2 and 3). 

Since 1946 the increase in individual store sales has re-
sulted in an upward movement of the larger size classes. Where,in 
1946, 95 stores were in the brackets over $300,003 annual sales, 111 
stores fell Into that size interval in 1947, accounting for 53 per 
cent of net sales. A complementary trend of fewer stores with a 
smaller proportion of sales occurred in the size groups under $300,000 
sales. 

The trend of net sales, salaries, store and warehouse stocks 
are shown in the Chart on page 2 in index form with the 1935-1939 
average as 1000. 
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VARIETY CHAINS IN CANADA 
TOTAL SALES, SALARIES, STORE 

AND WAREHOUSE STOCKS 
1930 -1947 
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Table 1,--Summary of Lariety 0.sin Stor, 1930 - 1947 

Number of 

Number 	Stores 

of 

Chains
ETIer 

e(1) 
1- 

1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

Retail 

Sales 

39,383,600 

38,906,700 

35,474,800 

33,348,60C 

35,646,500 

37,914,000 

41,422,100 

46,323,400 

47,256.700 

51,416,000 

60,718,600 

74,179,100 

84,319,200 

84,366,200 

88,568,800 

95,998,200 

10? ,586 .200 

117,925,300 

Salaries 

and Wages 

to Store 
Employees 

4,179,300 

(a) 

(a) 

4,032,400 

3,908,100 

4,889,300 

5,331,300 

5,832 ,000 

6,190,100 

6,594,500 

7,453,900 

8,568,700 

9,859,800 

10,275,700 

10,73? ,600 

11,505,200 

12,745,500 

14,069,300 

5,274,900 

(a) 

(a) 

4,796,600 

4,507,800 

5,164,800 

5,880,900 

6,234,100 

6,243,600 

7,285,400 

8,354,100 

9,334,600 

9,584,900 

9,836,500 

8,885,500 

9,006,400 

10,984,100 

12,528,200 

(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

(a) 

817,100 

861,300 

898,800 

946,900 

922,900 

1,130,900 

1,425,500 

1,806,100 

2,027,200 

1,919,400 

1,511,500 

1,756,200 

2,344,300 

2,302,800 

Stocks on Hand 
End of Year 

Stores 	I Warehouses 
Year 

(a) Not available1 

(1) Obtained by averaging the number at beginning, middle and end of year. 
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Table 2.-Varietv Chain 	ad_Js_by Provinces and Principal Cities 

1946. and 1947 

- 	- 	 - -=- - - 	- 	- -.-----.-.--------- 	 - 
Number of 	Value of Sales 	Per cent 

Stores 	(Retail) 	change in 

 

- (Maxiuium) 	
19 4 6 	( 	

osales 
_1 Q.'7 

CANItDA, Total... ,...... 	523 I _536 1 j.7.58602O0 I 117,92503001 	+ 9.6 

Place8 30,000 and over ..., 225 223 69,863,100 75,037,800 + 7,4 

Places under 30,000 ..,,.. 297 313 37,723,100 42,887,500 +13.7 

British Columbia •.,, 23 25_ 5950700 - 6,422600 + 7,9 

Places 30,000 and over ... 12 12 4,173,500 4,331,800 + 38 

Vancouver 	•,....,....., 9 9 3,025,300 3,160,100 + 4,5 

Victoria 	........ 3 3 1448,200 1,171?00 + 2,0 

Places under 30,000 ,...... 11 13 1 9 777,200 2 9 090,800 +176 

Alberta 	.......,,.. 14 14 4,850,800 5.098,500 - 	+ 4. 9 __ 

Places 30,000 and over 7 7 3,764 5,500 3,913 5,700 + 4,0 

Calgary 	.. ..... 3 3 1,420,900 1,497,800 + 5.4 
Edmonton 	•0.0 4 4 2,343,600 2,415 ç 900 + 31 

Places under 30 9 000 7 7 1,096,300 1,184,800 + 8.1 

Saskatchewan ...... 18 18 3,906700_  -. 4,227,800 - 	+ 82 

Places 30 9 000 and over .., 6 6 2 9 153,000 2,376,800 +10.4 

Regina 3 3 1,206,300 1 9 3590900 +12,7 

Saskatoon 	...,,. 3 3 946,700 1,016900 + 7,4 
Places under 30,000 s.,.... 12 12 1,753,700 1 9 851,000 + 5,5 

Manitoba 	,.,,...... - 	15 14 4,031,500 4.113.000 + 2,0 - 

Places over 30 9 000 	........  

Winnipeg 	.,......... 6 6 3,082,600 3,097,200 + 0,5 
Places under 30,000 •., .... 9 8 948,900 1 9 015,800 + 7.1 

Ontario 	s.., . 275_ 2_ 47,600 - 52 9 507,500 - +10,5 - 

Places over 30,000 ..,..... 112 109 29,475,500 31,714,500 + 7.6 
Brantford 	.............. 4 4 1,077000 1,186000 +10,1 

Fort William 	,...,,.,... 4 4 819,100 896,000 + 904 
Hamilton 	,,,.,..,....... 9 9 3,547,100 3,594,100 + 4.1 
Kingston 	...,...... .... 4 5 1134,000 1,450,500 

Kitchener 	.............. 5 5 1,252,100 1,430,600 +143 

London...,............ 4 4 1,985,500 2,096,400 +5.6 

Ottawa 	,,,... ........... 13 13 4768,200 4,775400 + 0,2 
Peterborough 	,....,..... 5 5 1,134,200 1,311,000 +15.5 

St,Catharines 	.......... 4 4 1,283,000 1,552,500 +21,0 

Sudbury 	.... ............ 3 3 (x) (x) (x) 

Toronto 	.,.,....... 53 49 9,547,400 10,120,400 + 6.0 
Windsor 	................ 4 4 (x) (x) (x) 

Places under 30,000 ,,,,,,. 	- 164 177 _18,124,300_ 20893,000 



Table 2.--Variety Chain Stores and S1es by Provinces and Principal Citi 

1946 and 1947 (Conc1ude) 

Number of 	Value of Sales 	Per cent 

Stores 	- 	-- 	kRetailj 	change in 

(Maxiim) 	 sales 

1946 I 1947 	
1 	" 	

1946-1947 

Quebec 

Places over 30,000 ........ 

I-lull ............. 
}ontrea1 ............... 

Quebec ................. 

Sherbrooke ............. 
Three River8 

Verdun ............... 0• 

Places under 30,000 ...... 

Maritime Provinces 

Places over 30,000 

iaint John ............. 

Halifax ....... ....... 

Places under 30,000 

122 I 123 	28,228,300 I 31,801,400 I 	+12.7 

I 	22,122,000 24,449,200 +10.5 

3 3 	I 	383,700 419,600 + 9.4 
45 45 	12,456,700 13,747,700 +10.4 

13 13 	5,676,600 6,199,900 + 9,2 
4 4 	1,543,300 1,740,200 +12.8 

5 5 	1,387,500 1,755,900 

4 4 	674,200 585,900 -13,1 

48 49 	6,106,300 7,352,200 +20.4 

55 - 56 	13,008,00 13 ,654,500 + 5.0 - 

9 9 5,092,200 5,154,600 + 1.2 
4 4 1,847,200 1,968,400 + 6.6 
5 5 3,245,000 3,186,200 - 1.8 

46 47 7,916,400 8,499,900 + 7,4 

(x) Inuicates that figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, 

but these are included in the totals, 



Table 3. --Variety Chains, MaximuirL Number of Stores and Sales by Provinces, 
1930 and 1945942 

Per cent 

1930 1945 1946 1947 
chanein 

sales 
1946-1947 

Canada, Total Chains 15 19 19 18 
Stores 327 521 523 536 

- Sales - ,38,600 95998,200 0107,586,200 $117,9255_l3OO  
British Columbia-Chains 3 4 

Stores 21 23 23 25 
2,700 4 	5,114,400 5,950,7 6,422,600 

Alberta - Chains 3 5 
_ 

5 5 
Stores 8 13 14 14 
Sales J 1, ?089QQ t2747 QO 4,860.800 L.098, 500 +• 

Saskatchewan - - 
Chains 3 3 3 3 
Stores 12 17 18 18 
Sales 1,713,800 400 390,?00 4 	4227,800 + 8.2 

Manitoba - Chains 4 5 5 5 
Stores 9 15 15 14 

Sales 4 00 $3,4].3,,?00 4,031,5004 4,113QQQ. + 2,0 

Ontario - Chains 9 16 16 15 
Stores 152 295 276 285 
Sales 18,408,3 42,795 47,599 P t52,607,50Q - 	+10,5 

Quebec - Chains 11 13 13 13 
Stores 101 123 122 123 

Sales  9,949,700 $24.472.800 - 28,228,300 S 31801.400 +12.7 

New Brunswick Ckiaivs 3 6 6 6 
Stores 5 20 20 21 

Sales lxi 4,379,200 4. ?9jQ9 +13 • 2 
Nova Scotia - 

- 
Chains 2 5 5 5 
Stores 15 32 32 32 

Sa1es __)_ 7,5,500 0 	7,57900 759516Q + 0,2 

Prince Edward Chains 
-- 

2 3 3 3 

Island - Stores 2 3 3 3 

Sa1es_ lxi 5770O 530,500 6260Q - 0.9 
(x) Indicates that figures are withheld to avoid disclosing individual operations, 

but these are included in the totals. 



Table 4, --Vriety Chain Units Classlfked According to hmount of Annual Sales, I946d 1947 

1946 	 1947 

Jize of Business 	 T 
Number of Value of 	Per cent Cumulative [Nummber of Value of 	Per cent Cumulative 
stores 	sales 	of total per cent 	stores 	sales 	I of total I per cent 

sales 	 L sales  L 

CANADA, Total 

Chain units having sales 
of:-- 

1,000,000 and over ..... 
500,000 to $999,999 
300,000 to 4499,999 

4 200,000 to $299,999 
100,000 to $199,999 
50,000 to 99,999 

$ 	30,000 to 4 49,999 
$ 	20,000 to 	29,999 
$ 

	

	10,000 to $ 19,999 
Less than $ 10,000 

523 	I 107,586,200 1 100.00 I 	- 	II 	536 	I 117,925,300 1 100.00 I 	- 

5 9,225,900 8.58 8.58 7 11,189,600 9.48 9.48 
28 19,834,200 18.44 27.02 35 24,798,400 21.03 30.51 
61 23,078,600 21.45 48.47 69 26,075,100 22.11 52.62 
63 19,961,100 18.57 67.04 83 20,048,500 17.01 69.63 	. 

183 26,391,600 24.53 91.5? 174 26,136,700 22.15 91.79 
88 6,552,200 5.18 97.75 97 7,378,500 6.26 98.05 
47 1,895,200 1.75 99.51 43 1,596,100 1.44 99.49 
14 350,100 933 99.84 19 456,000 .39 99.88 
9 136,200 .13 99.97 9 144,200 .12 100.00 
4 30,900 .03 100.00 - - - - 



LIST OF VARIETY STORE CIIAI1S IN CANADA 

Bearrdsh Stores Co. Ltd., R. A. 
Chainway Stores Ltd. 
Federal 5 cent to $1.00 Stores Ltd. 
Grigg Co., The 
Kirby's 5-10-15 cent to $1.00 Stores 

Ltd. 
Kresge Co. Ltd., S. S. 

La Cie J.D.F. Ltée, 
Metropolitan Stores Ltd. 
Mirwin's Stores Ltd. 
Osborne's 5 cent to 1.00 Stores 
People's 5-10-15 cent to 41.00 Stores 

Ltd. 
Regent 5 cent to $1.00 Stores Ltd. The 
RO8sy Inc., S. 
Stedman Bros. Ltd. 
United 5 cent to $1.00 Stores of Canada 

Ltd. 
Variety 5 cent to $1.00 Stores Ltd. 
Woolworth Co. Ltd., F. W. 
Zeller's Ltd. 

1947 

703 Bank Street, 
Fleet & Bathurat Sts. 
1181 St. Catherine St. 

Ottawa, Ontario. 
Toronto, Ont. 

., Montreal, P.Q. 
Orangeville, Ont. 

35 Main Street, N., 
Room 1300 
507 Place d'Armes, 

373 rue St. Paul, 0., 
136 Dundas St. 
James Street, 
3216 Yonge St. 

1372 St. Catherine St. di., 
319 Notre Dame St. E., 
3979 Ontario St. E., 
27 Wellington St. 1., 

3791 Notre ime St. W. 
4505 Papineau Ave. 
357 Bay Street, 
1253 McGill College Ave. 

Weston, Ont. 

Montreal, P.Q. 
Montreal, P.Q. 
London, Ont. 
Vvallaceburg, Ont. 
Toronto, Ont. 

Montreal, P.Q. 
Montreal, P.Q. 
Montreal, P. 
Toronto, Ont. 

Montreal, P.Q. 
Montreal, p... 
Toronto, Ont. 
Montreal, P.Q. 
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