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Te value of the construction wurk represented by the building permits taken out
in K8 cities was 8.9 p.c. higher in 1938 than in the preceding year; revised statistics
furnished the Dominion Bureau of Statistice by municipal officials show that the
estimated cost of the building work authorized las® year was $60,817,332, au Lncrease
of $4,972,333 over the 1937 figure of $55,841,999, TLast year's total was the highest
since 1931, exceeding the annual average for the period, 1932-1937, by 55.1 p.c. In

CHART I.-AGGREGATE ANNUAL VALUE C¥ BUILDING REPRESENTEL BY PERMITS. ISSUED BY 58 CITIES

AND OF CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED THROUGHOUT CANADA, 192u_193s. (Con~
struction contracts asardsd taken from Maclean Building Review).
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these years, however, constrfuction was at a low level as compared with preciding years
8ince 1920, when the record for these citiss was commenced. :

In the eigiteen years, 1920-1937, the value of the building authorized in the co-
operating municipalities was estimated, on the average, at $115,338,950 annually, of
which the 1938 total constituted only about 53 p.c. In the first twelve years of this
period, the estimated cost of the constiuction work for which permits were taken out
averaged $153,401,364. Beginning with 1972, there was a sharp decline in building
authorizations, and in the six years to 1937 the average value was only $39,214,122;
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while the inclusion of the 1938 figure raises the annual average since 1931 to
$42,300,295, this was only some 27.6 psc. of the average for the years, 1920-1931,
when building activity was, on the whole, at a more normal level: The recent
improvement indicated in construction in the 58 cities has therefore had little
effect upon the reserve of building work accumulating therein.

The wholesale prices of building meterials in 1938 were lower than in 1937,
but exceeded those for any other year since 1930. They were, however, less than
in the period, 1920-1930, being also below the average for the eighteen years to
1937. The index of wholesale prices of construction materials, as calculated in
the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics on the 1926 average
as 100, averaged 90.0 in the year under review, as compared with g4.3 in 1937,
while the average index in the years, 1920-~1937, was 97.8. The cost of building
labour in 1938 was slightly higher than in the preceding year, according to the
Labour Department's irdex of wage rates, based on the 1913 average as 100. This
index was 169.4 last year, compared with 165.3 in 1937. During the ninetéen years
for which building permmits figures are available for the 58 centres, the maximum
wages index was 203.2 in 1930, while the minimum was in 1913, the basic year.

In 1938, the work authorized in connection with dwellings was valued at
$20,073,597, an increasé of $2,222,386, or 12.4 p.c. as compared with the 1937
total of $17,851,211; this advance was not so pronounced as that of 18.5 p.c.
recorded in 1937 over 1936. There was a moderate increase in the number of permits
jssued for new construction or for repairs and alterations to houses and apartments,
while the average value of the building represented by the individual permit
advanced from approximately $2,955 in 1937 to $3,095 in 1938; in 1936, when the
residential building authorized in the 58 centres was estimated at $15,070, L35,
the average value per permit was $3,230.

The Maclean Building Review makes a monthly tabulation of the value of
construction contracts awarded throughout the Dominion; during 1938, the total
was $187,277,900, compared with $224,056,700 in 1937, $162,588,000 in 1936,
$160,305,000 in 1935, $125.811,500 in 1934, $97,289,800 in 1933, $132,872,400
in 1932 and $315,482,000 in 1931. This record shows that construction reached
1ts maximum activity in 1929, when the contracts awarded were valued at
$576, 651,800, while the minimum was in 1933, the contracts let then amounting
to not quite 17 p.c. of the 1929 figure. The decline from 1937 in the Maclean's
estimate of construction work undertaken in 1938, was 16.4 p.c., but with that
exception; last year's total was the highest since 1931. As already stated,
there was in the year under review a gain of 8.9 p.c. over 1937 in the value of
the building authorized by the 58 cities. In comparing the figures of contracts
awarded and building permits issued, it may be noted that in 1938 there was
from 1937 a decrease of only 2.1 p.c. in the value of contracts awarded for
regidential building, while the business buildings for which contracts were let
were 14,5 p.c. higher in value in 1938 than in 1937. These classes figure
prominently in the building authorization of the cities.

The value of the building permits issued by the 58 centres in 1938 con~-
stituted 32.5 p.c. of the total value of construction contracts awarded through-
out the Dominion, while in 1937, this proportion was 24.9 p.c. and in 1936,

25.4 p.c. ;@ ercentages in the last few years were lower than in any other
of the eightee%?gor which figures for the 58 cities are available. In 1921,
when these centres reported their highest proportion of total building work in
the country, the percentage was 48.6, while the average ratio in the years,
1920-1938, was 39.4 p.c.

The chart on the first page of this report shows the valuedf building
in Canada anmually since 1924, while Chart 2 depicts the monthly value of the
building authorized by 58 cities during the period, 1929-1938. The
pronounced falling-off in buildinggerations in the last few years from the
high level of 1929, together with the partial recovery in 1938 from the low
levels in the immediately preceding year, are illustrated by these curves.

The following table gives the value of the building authorized by the
58 co-operating cities during the nineteen years for which data are available.
In Table 1 are given the annual figures for each of the co-operating centres,
the 35 cities for which data are available since 1910 being indicated by an Lo
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Chart 2.- Monthly Fluctuations in the Value of Building Permits Issued by 58 Cities, 1929-1938.

30

25

20

15

/

10

e

\\

30

18

20

125

10

i

\f\\ '

A

1929

1930

1931

1932

1933

1934

1935

1936

1937

1938

SI8Y100 JO SUOTTTIN



—— . ——— e et . i e ——— o ————————— - =

Value of Index numbers Average index Index numbers of
building of value of numbers of whole~ wage rates in
Year permits permits lssued, sale prices of the building
issued (1926::100) building materials, trade,
__ (average 1926=100) (1913=100)
1920 $117,01g,622 74.8 14k.0 180.9
1921 116, 794, 41k 7, 122.8 170.5
1922 148,215,407 ql.8 108.7 162.5
192 133,521, 621 85.U4 111.9 166.4
192 126, 583,148 80.9 106.6 169.1
1925 125,029,367 799 102.9 170.4
1926 156,386,607 100.0 100.0 e 53 S
1927 184, 613, 742 118.0 96.1 179.3
1928 219,105,715 140,1 97.4 185.6
1929 234, 9L, 549 150.2 99.0 197.5
1930 166,379,325 106.4 90.8 203.2
1931 112,222, 845 71..8 81.9 195.7
1932 42,319,397 26.7 T2 178.2
193 21,776,496 13.9 78.3 158.0
193 27,u57,524 Ly 82.5 154.8
1935 46,560, 623 29.8 gl.2 159.8
1936 41,325, 693 2. 85.3 160.8
1937 55, 84,999 35.7 9u.3 165°ﬁ
1938 60,817,332 38.9 90.0 169.

The table shows that the value of the building represented by permits issued
during last year was greater than in 1937 or any other year since 1931. However,
congtruction in the cities generally contimued inactive, the 1938 total, as already
stated, emounting inly to 52.7 p-.c. of the eighteen-year average of $115,338,950.
Wholesale costs of building materials last year were at a lower level than in 1937;
although they were higher than in any other year since 1930, they were lower than
the eighteen-year average of 97.8. Wages in nine building trades slightly advanced
in the 31 cities upon whose rates the 1938 indexes are based.

BUILDING ACTIVIZIES I 58 CITIES, BY PROVINCES, WITH COMPARISONS
FROM 1920.

During 1938, the value of the authorized building was higher than in 1937,
in New Brunswick, Quebec. Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia,
while in Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia and Ontarlo, the co-operating cities
showed declines. The largest gains were in Quebec and Alberta, where the 1938
authorizations were higher by 28.2 p.c. and 115.0 p.c., respectively.

MARITIME PROVINCES.- In Nova Scotla, the permits issued were for construction
work estimated to cost $1,897,641, a decrease of $31,384 or 1.6 p.c. from the preced~
ing year; the 1938 total. however. was higher than in any of the years, 1936-1932.
New Brunswick reco~led an increase of $29,803 or 4.9 p.c. in the value of building
authorized as compared with 1937; last year’s total of $631,966 was also greater than
in 1936 or 1935. 1In Charlottetown, ( the only city in Prince Edward Island included
in this record),the authorizations amounted to $92,210, as compared with $Th0,170
in the preceding year. The cities in the three Maritime Provinces together reported
4.3 p.c. of the total value of the permits issued by the 58 centres, a proportion
somewhat lower than that of 4.8 p.c. in 1937.

QUEBEC .- The aggregate for Quebec, $1U4,U51,635, was higher by $3,179,717 or
28.2 p.c. than in 1937. and also ccnsiderably exceeded that in any of the five pre-
ceding years. The six cities making returns in that province reported 23%.8 p.c. of
the total value of building authorized by the 58 cities, as compared with 20.2 p.c.

in 1937.

ONTARIQ.~ The value of the building represented by the permits granted in
Ontario cities during 1938 stood at $25,424,507, being smaller by $2,732,200 or
9.7 p.c. than in the preceding twelve months, when the construction work undertaken
was estimated at $28,156,707. However, the 1938 total exceeded that reported in eny
earlier year since 1931. Ontario's proportion of the estimated cost of comstruction
work undertaken in the larger cities during 1938 was 41.8 p.c., as compared with
50.4 peco in the preceding year, and 46.6 in 1936,

~ .
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PRAIRIE PROVINCES.~ Building in Manitoba was at a decidedly higher level than in
the preceding year. The permits issued were for buildings valued at $3,073,375; as
compared with $2,543,559 in 1937, this was an increase of 20.8 p.c. The aggregate for
1938 was the largest since that for 1931. 1In Seskatchewan, building authorizations
were higher by 7.5 p.c. than in 1937, and were also greater than in 1936. The 1938
aggregate was $972,707, compared with $905,029 in the preceding twelve months, and
$640, 739 in 1936; when building in the three co-operating cities in that province
reached its highest level in 1929, the total was $16,950,228. Alberta showed an
increase of 115 p.c. as compared with 1937; the 1938 total of $3,930,553 was also
higher than in any other year since 1931. The proportion of permits issued in the
Prairie Provinces to the total for the 58 municipalities was 13.1 p.c., as compared
WOl 9.4 pig. in 1937,

BRITISH COLUMBIA.- The British Columbia aggregate of $10,342,938 for the seven
centres included was 22.1 p.c. grsater than in 1937, and was also larger then in any
other year since 1931. The cities in that province reported 17 p.c. of the total
value of the permits taken out in the 58 centres, as compared with 15.2 p.c. in the
preceding year.

COMPARATIVE BUILDING ACTIVITIES IN LEADING CITIES.

Statistics of building permits issued by 58 cities since 1920 are given in Table 1,
while Table 3 is a record for the four largest centres since 1918. Following are
brief statements regarding the building authorized during 1938 in the four largest
centres, and in other centrss where the construction work represented by the permits
granted in the year under review was estimated to cost $300Q,000 and over; the citiee
in this category are given in the order of the value of their 1938 authorizations.

Building in the Four Largest Cities.

Montreal.- The anticipated cost of building for which permits were issued by
Montreal was $10,205,422, an increase of 24.2 as compared with the 1937 authorizations
of $8,217,3UL. The 1938 total was also higher than in any other year since 1932.
Approximately 39.9 p.c. of the esggregate for last year represented residential
building, as compared with 46.0 p.c. in the preceding year; however, the aggregate
value of authorizations for dwellings during 1923 - $Y4,067,720 - compared favourably
with the 1937 total of $3.781.127. The permits issued for industrial and other
buildings, were also hi her in value, standing at $6,137,702, as compared with
$4,436,217 in 1937, If the Wostmount authorizations, $515,077, are adled to the
Montreal total, those adjoining centres together issued 17.6 p.c. of the aggregate
for the 58 cities; this proportion was rather higher than that of 15.7 p.c. in 1937,
and was the same as in 1936.-

Toronto.- During 1938, there was a decrease of $2,723,499, or 24.2 p.c. in the
Toronto building authorizations, which were valued at §$8,535,401, as against
$11,258,900 in 1937. Just over 18 p.c. of the construction undertaken in 1938 was
listed as residential, as compared with 17 p.c. in 1937 and 28 p.c. in 1936. The
value of the dwellings for which permits were taken out in 1938 was $1,572, 600,
showing a decline as compared with the 1937 total of $1,939, 740; there was a larger
reduction in non-residential building, which was valued at $6,962,801, as compared
with $9,299,160 in the preceding year. In the adjoining residential suburban area
of York and East York Towaships, over 82 p.c. of the value of the permits issued was
for dwellings, as compared with the 1937 proportion of 58 p.c. These centres report-
ed permits valued at $1,536,720, a decline as compared with the 1937 total of
$2,011,624. Toronto, York and East York Townships together reported 16.6 p.c. of
the aggregate value of the building authorized by the 58 cities during 1938; in the
preceding year, this proportion had been higher, at 23.8 p.c.

Winnipeg.~ There was a decreass from 1937 in building in Winnipeg, where the
estimated cost of the work undertaken in 1938 was $1,985,900; as compared with
$2,152,100 in the preceding year. this was a loss of .7 pscs In the adjacent city
of St. Boniface, the value of the construction work represented by the permits taken
out was $1,037,190, an increase of $703,04l over the 1937 total of $334,149. The
Winnipeg metropolitan area therefore showed greater activity in comstruction during
1938, the total for the adjoining centres being 21.6 p.c. above that for 1937. Non-
residential building 2xcounting for about 73 p.c. of the Winnipeg total for 1938, as
against 81 p.c. in 1937 and 85 p.c. in 1936, while the proportion of non-residential
building in St. Boniface was 93.6 p.c. These two centres together reported five p.c.
of the 1938 aggregate for the 58 cities, showing & small increase over the 1937
proportion of 4.4 p.c,
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Vancouver.- The municipality of Greater Vancouver issued pemmits for building
valued at §8,22M,300; as compared with the 1937 total of $6,760,880, this was an
advance of $1,463,L420, or 21.6 p.c. The aggregate for 1938 was also higher than in
any other year since 1931. North Vancouver, a short distance from Vancouver, granted
permits for buildings estimated to cost $111,485, an incrBase over the total of
$68,188 in the preceding year. The metropolitan areas of Vancouver reported
authorizations valued at $8,335,785 in 1938, or 13.7 p.c. of the aggregate for the
58 cities; this was slightly higher than the 1937 proportion, which had been 12.2 p.c.
of the total.

Building in Other Cities.

The Qttawa permits, valued at $5,188,059, were decidedly greater than the 1937
aggregate of 3$2,325,445; last year's total was also higher than in any other year
since 1930. Residential building accounted for only 24.9 p.c. of the 1938
authorizations, as compared with 39.4 p.c.in 1937. The total value of the dwellings
for which pemits were taken out in 1938,at $1,289,670, was 40.8 p.c. higher than in
1937, being also higher than in any of the immediately preceding years.

In Edmonton, the anticipated cost of the construction authorized in 1938 was
$2,806,350, an increase of 224.2 p.c. from the aggregate of $865,560 in the preceding
year. The 1938 figure was the highest since 1930. Non~residential building account-
ed for 90.5 p.c. of the total cost represented in the permits granted by Edmonton
during the year under review, as compared with the 1937 proportion of 64.9 p.c.

Hamilton.~ The value cf building represented by permits issued in Hamilton
during 1937 was $2,325,908. This was 37.3 p.cs» higher than the 1937 total of
$1,694,189, and was also higher than in any of the five preceding years. Of the
building authorized in the year under review, 31.8 p.c. was for residential building,
as compared with 28.4 in 1937 and 31.8 in 1936, During 1938, the 246 permits issued
in connection with dwellings suthorized work valued at $740,250, an increase of
54.1 p.c. over the 1937 total of $480.500. The average value of the work represented
per permit was $3,009, as compared with the average valuation of $3,291 in 1937 and

$3,381 in 1936.

The Quebec City authorizations emounted to $1,945,961, compared with $315,119
in 1937. This was an advance of $1,030,842, or 112.6 p.c. The value of construction
permits granted in the year undsr review was also higher than in 1936. Only some
24 p.cs of the 1938 value represented work on dwellingsi in 1937 this proportion had
been larger, at 27 p.c. However, the permits issued for residential building and the
value of the work represented therein, were higher in 1938 than in the preceding year,
when the authorizatione for this class of building amounted to $246,900, compared with
$470,300 in the year under review.

York and East Jork Townships. already mentioned in connection with Toronto,
reported that the permits granted represented building esgtimated at $1,536, 7120, a
decline of $474,90% or 23.6 p.c. from the 1937 total of $2,011,624., The value of the
residential building authorized was $1,266,100, a figure rather higher than that of
$1,176,300 in 1937. Over 82 p.c. of last year'!s aggrega’e was earmarked for dwell.-
ings.

Halifax.-~ In Halifax, the permits issued sepresented building estimated to cost
$1,420,1%2. This total was smaller by $68,18%, or 4.6 p.c. than in 1937; although
it was higher than in 1936, or any other year since 1931, except 1935. Some 64.5 p.c.
of the total value for 1938 was earmarked for dwellings, compared with the 1937
proportion of more than 80 p.c.

St. Boniface.~ Building in St. Boniface showed a pronounced advance in 1938,
when the work authorized was valued at $1,037,190, as compared with $334,149 in 1937.
Last year's total was the highest in the eighteen years for which data are available
for that city. The advance over 1937 took place in non-residential construction, the
value of the residential building, at $66,700, being below the 1937 figure of $186,800.

Windsor.- During 1938, the building authorized in Windsor was estimated at
$970,948, a decrease of 72.5 p.c. from the 1937 figure of $3,524,699; however, last
year's total was larger than in any earlier year since 1930. The bulk of the building
authorized during the year under review was non-residential. In Riverside, adjacent
to Windsor, the permits taken out represented building valued at $99,330, as compared
with $109,605 in the preceding year; the 1938 total was the highest, with the exception
of 1937, since that for 1930.
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pstruction avthorized in Calgary was estimated to cost $911,311,
502, or almos% %(6.5 p.c., as compared with the preceding twelve
ce—af thg  LBTX tate 1 was carmarked for resideatial building, as
¢ in 1937 and 7.6 poce in 1936, but with Y4 p.c. in 1922. In
zpenditare indicated by the nermite taksa oul in connection with
0, being an incresse over the figurs of $2.764 in tha preceding

Calgary.~ The cc
an increase of $2L3,
months. Only 7.3 1.
compared with 7.2 p.
1938, the average ¢
residences was §$5.7%%
year.

Victoria, -wiih building opersticns osdimated to cost $854.118. chowed an increase’
of 13.6 poc. as comparcd with She 1437 totel of $760,605; last yearis ageregats exceed-
ed that in =ny cther ysar since 1930. The dwellings and aparatmenic authorized were
valued at $307.835. ox 25.0 pec. of the 1938 total, as compared with $1H2.650 or
18,8 p.c. of the azgrzgests for the preceding Hwelve months.

Three Rivers.~ 1In this city, the estimated cost of ths buildirng undertaken was
$769,565, being & decided increase frum the aggrogate of $383,U417 in 1937. The 1938
total was smaller tnan that fer 1936, but with this ezcepticn, was higher than in any
other year since 193C. 0f ths figures for the year under review, 5.8 p.c.,or
$198,650, was earmarked for residential bunilding.

Sherbrooks.~ The value cf the Luilding permits issued in Sherbrooks last year was
$750,700; compared wiith $732.24C in 1937, this wac & slight decrease of 5.2 p.c. With
this exception, %the 1928 aggregate wae ths highss¥ since 193%30. J4iacst 50 p.co of the
total in the latest year represenicd congvruction work in connecticn with dwellings,
while in 1937, soms 36 PeCe of the indlcated value was for residences. In 1938, the
residential work for which peimids weve izsued wae estimated to cost $374,00C, a sub-

h~ F

stantial increass over the 1937 figere of $287.650.

Port Arshur.~ The building urdsricksa in Pory Arthur during 1938, as represented
by the permits g.quo,e was valved at 747Uk, an increass over the 1937 to%al of
$708,143. while construction work was aleo msrs active 3hzm in any other ysar since
1830. About 33 peo. wf the tolal work represented  in the authorizat:ons eported
Tor 1938 was in commecbion wiith Jweliings.

London.- The sstimated coalt of constiuctlicn work authorized in London was
$708,140, or 5.4 1.c. less than the 1937 figure of $949.79C: some 29 p.c. of this
total represented rosicdeniizi building, as comparsd with about *9 p.c. in the preced-
Ing year, when “he construciion of mellings had Seen more active, In 1638  the value
of the authorizaticns for this claes of oulliding was $206,0650, cowparsd with §372,900
in 1937.

New Westainsbtey..- ¥nis cliy issusd pormmits for dwellings velued at $690,182,
compared with $54%i,715 in 1927, and $}69¢¢¢5 in 1936. 'The authoriszaiions for dwell-
ings during 1933, ($235,095; were higher in vaine then in 1937: in the year yuder
review, they constituted 55.8 p.c, of the total, as compared with 57.7 ps.c. in 1937.

Kitchener.~ The permits g:anteﬁ in Kitehener were for building sstimated to cost
$615,092, as against BT, 2hT “in the preceding yearu The 1938 total, however, was
higher than in any other year since 19%0. WNoariy 47 p.c. cf the authorizations was
for houses or apartments, a rather larger proportion %han that of 39 p.c. in 1937.

Fort Wiliiam,~ The building undertaken in 1938 was valued at $542,553, an
increase over that ¢f $495,83C reported inm 19%7: the total was also highsr than in
any other year since 1930, exzept 29%U. Themrmits issued for dwelilings represented
building estimated at $i5%.200, as compared with $107,50C in 1937:; the 1938 figure
cons tituted sems 28.1 p.c. of vh? total for building ¢f «ll klnds authorized last year.
In 1937, this properiicn had besn 22 p.co

Wes tmount,.- The value of the coustructicn undertaken in 1938 by Westmount, at
$615,077, was b6.5 p.c. less than the figure for the preceding year. Some 80 pece of
last year's total was earmarized ¥or heusss and apariments. compared with about T4 Plscis

in 1937.

The Regina aggregates of $477.790 exceeded by three p.c. the 1937 total of
$U64, 041, Iast year's figuve was alss larger than that of $358.965 in 1935, About
14 p.c. of the authorizaticns in ths year under review representsd residential building,
compared with approximetely 12 p.c. in 1937,

Chatham.- During 1938, building estimated to cost $471,156 was authorized in
Cha tham; i this total was subsitanial 1y higher than that of $192,050 reported in 1937 and
also exceeded the figure for any preceding year since 1931, Of the 1938 ageregate,
$145,709, or 30.9 psc. was carmerked Cor dwellings, as compared with $8U4,140 in 1937,
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Saskatoon.- The estimated cost of the building for which permits were taken out in
1938 was 3448, 885, being an increase of 79.6 v.c. over 1937 figure, while it was also’
higher than in any year in the Period: 1933-1936. The value of the residential build-
ing authorized was lower. at $34,U125, compared with $46,461 in 1937.

Peterborough.- The municivpality reported that the estimated cost of the con-
struction work undertaken in 1938 was $426.1LU; this was considerably larger than the
total of $199,686 in the praceding iwelve months, and also exceeded the figure for any
other year since 1930. The valus of the dwellings authorized was $160,950, compared

with §79,950 in 1937.

Sydney.- The value of the building undertaken in Sydney ($396,084) was higher than
in any other year since 1922, beiug 10.H p.c. greater than in 1937, O0Of last year's
total, some H2 p.c. was earmarkel for rssidential building; that class of construction
work was valued at $204,125, compered with $130,900 in the preceling year.

Kingston.- The anticipated cost of the building authorized in Kingston was $392,733,
an increase of 8.3 p.c. over the 1937 total of $360,629. In that city, the pemmits
issued in 1938 in connection with residential building constituted over 58 p.c. of the
total value, compared with soms 76 p.c. in the year before; the estimated value of the
dwellings authorized, 2% $229,62Y%, wes alse lower than that of $273.069 reported in
1937.

St. Catharines.- Autuorizations for building valued at $367,405 were reported in the
year under review by S%. Catharinss, whose %osal in the preceding year had been $793,227;
there was therefore a decrsase of 53.7 p.c. in this cumparison. Residential and other
building work was quieber than in 1937: the formur accounted for Y0 p.c. of the
aggregate for the year uadsr veview. as comvared with 22 p.c. in 1937.

Sault Ste. Marie.~ The construction permits taken out in Sault Ste. Marie during
1938 represented work estimated ab $343.245. as compared with $355,950 in 1937; with
this exception, last ycar's aggregate was greater thar in any other year since 1931.
Almost 55 p.c. of the 1938 amtherizations was for dwellings. the anticipated cost of
which was $187,280, compared witi $725.697 in the preceding twelve months, when this
elass of building constiiuted cver €5 pec. of the totel value of the construction
authorized.

The cities reporting increasas in ithe value of the building represented by the con-
struction permits granted during 19786 as ccmpared with the preceding years were as
follows:— Sydney, Moncton, Montrezal. Quebec, Three Rivers, Brantford, Chatham , Fort
William, Guelph, Hamiltcn, Eingston, Niagara Falls, Ottawa, Owen Sound, Peterborough,
Port Arthur, St. Thomas. St. Boniface, Regina, Saskatoon. Calgary. Edmonton, Kamloops,
New Westminster, Prince Rupert, Vincouver, flarth Vancouver and Victoria. Thus,in 28
of the 58 centres, the buildizg vepresented by construction pemmits taken out during
the year under review had a highor valuation than in 1937,

i e e e et e

The building authorizaticns in October - $9,.5U8,687 - were higher in value than
in any other month of last year, May taking second place with $6,599,318. In 1937,
the greatest aggregate. (viz., $6.667.239) was repoirted in March. The monthly totals
reported by the H8 centres during 1938 are given below:-

January ...... Vs PLFEE0 AR - AP RN . $6.599,318 September..... $5,285,997
Februaryse........ 2,364, 402 MR s o - - o B 5 TeRTE -+ ~Oebob@Eenivsis iSRS
B i 3,561,517 sl 6,114,843 November...... 4,702,337
el ... ... et gv - 30806 ADEUSE s -v v o 5,829,984 December...... 3,482,915

BUITDING ACTIVIZIES BY TYPES OF BUILDINGS.

Fifty-four cities furnished detailad statements showing that they had issued
6,488 permits for dwellings estimated Lo cos% about $20.073,597, and approximately
26,000 permits for other F27ilings at a proposed coct of over $38,560,800, while
engineering projects valued ai about $1.555,600 were also reported during 1938. The
average estimated cost per dwelling was thercfore approximately $3.09Y4, while the
average expenditure for other buildings was abous $1,U483. The foimer cabtegory
includes houses and apartments, and in many bu® not all cases, repairs and alterationms.
Permits for garages frequently constituvie a large proportion of the total number of
buildings other than residential, bubl in mcst cases have a low valuation. During 1937,
6,138 permits were granted for dwellings at a proposed cost of $17.%51,200, an average
of about $2,956; some 21,000 peimits were also issued for other buildings valued at
$30,503,000, giving a mean of approximately $1,.1450 per building. There were also some



by .
engineering projects undertaken, estimated to cost $791,094.

Table 4 shows for the centres furnishing such detail, the annual value of the
dwellings for which construction permits were granted during the last six years; the
figures include houses, apartments, conversion from one-family to twe-or-more family
dwellings, and in many but not all cities, repairs and alterations thereto. The
disparity between the number and value of the suthorizetions in the same year, and
betwsen any two of the six years, is no doubt largely due to whether one-family houses,
apartments or repairs and alterations predominate in the record Sor the year.

The continued benefits of the National Housing Act and the Government Home
Improvement Plan are shown in an increase of 12,4 p.c. in the value of the residential
bullding authorized by 56 cities during the year under review as compared with 1937,
The 1938 total was also higher than in any other year since 1331,

Increases in the value of the residential building authorized in 1938 as compared
with 1937 were reported in the following cities:- Sydney, Moncton, Quebec, Montreal,
Sherbrooke, Westmount, Brantford, Chatham, Fort William, Galt, Hamilton, Oshawa,

Ot tawa, Owen Sound, Peterborough, Port Arthur, St. Thomas, Sarnia, York and Fast York
Townships, Winnipeg, Regina, Calgary, Lethbridge, Nanaimo, New Westminster, Prince
Rupert, Vancouver, North Vancouver and Victoria.

The following shows for 1938 the city distribution of the projects classed as
engineering: -

City Value
MBuetDg v .- by bl 4SS veees  $ UGR17
BRaCHEED: .. Mo 008 b 34829
Bort jElidedy . . 1 .. 5 ) 10, 000
Peterborough .......... ey 162,000
Port- Apible 5.0 on.. o8 269,000
St RolErENE A .. L S . 61,590
VOO 2 At i .o ik b .-+ 1,000,000

BUILDING ACTIVITIES IN 35 CITIES, WITH COMPARISONS FROM 1919.

The value of the building permits taken out in the 55 cities originally used in
these compilations was $54,532,781, as compared with $49,69%,847 in 1937; this was en
increase of 9.7 p.c., a slightly larger proportionate gain than was shown by the
aggregate for the 58 cities, viz., 8.9 p.c. The 1938 total was greater than in any
other year since 1931: The proportion of the rermits issued in these 35 cities to the
grand total was 89.7 p.cs in 1938,

It should be noted that the figures for the 35 centres for the years since 1920
have been revised to include the annual aggregates for East Windsor, Sandwich and
Walkerville, amalgamated with Windsor in 1935, and for Point Grey and South Vancouver,
which were amalgamated with Vancouver as from January 1, 1929, to form the municipality
of Greater Vancouver. Flgures for these centres are not available prior to 1920, so
that comparisons with the years, 1910-1919, are affected to some extent.

As already mentioned, the indexof wholesale prices of building materials con-
tinued below the average for the years since 1910. Wage rates during 1938 were slight-
ly higher than in recent years, although they were lower than in other years since 1924,

Table 2 gives, by provinces, the value of the building permits issued in the
35 cities since 1918,

BUILDING ACTIVITIES IN THE FOUR LARGEST CITIES, WITH COMPARISONS FROM 1919,

The value of the building represented by the permits issued in Montreal, Toronto,
Winnipeg and Veancouver aggregated $28,951,023, an increase of two p.c. over the 1937
total of $28,389,224. Montreal and Vancouver showed a gain in this comparison, but in
Toronto and Winnipeg the 1938 figures were lower. The proportion of the building
authorized in these four municipalities to the aggregate for the 58 cities, was 47.6
P.c. compared with 50.8 p.c. in 1937. This proportion has varied up to 60.9 p.c. in

641,

9 When the estimated cost of the building authorized in the "gsatellite cities" in
the immediate vicinity of the four leading cities is added, the value of the building
work represented by the pemmits issued in these metropolitan areas was $32,151,495;this
was an increase of 2.5 p.c. &8s compared with the 1937 aggregate of $31,352,903.

Table 3 is a record of building permits issued in the four largest cities since
4915,
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Table 1l.- Estimated Coest of Building Work as Indicated by the Value of Building Permits
issued by 58 Citvies.

& 141 es 1938 1937 1936 1935 1934

% - K3 $ $ E
P.E.I.- Charlottetown 92,210 140,170 154, 455 168,395 87,310
Nova Scotia 1,897,641 1,929,025 1,320,202 1,619,097 835, 672
X Halifex 1,420,142 1,483,326 1,103,988 1,545,82L 7h9,lL28
New Glasgow 81,415 86,135 36,818 18, 855 11,252
X Sydney 396,08)4 ..5)4»56)4' 179,396 5)""1)‘*18 7)47992
New Brunswick 631,966 €02,163 453,756 265,115 1,277,333
Fredericton 118,230 126,400 142,220 19,325 u2. 775
X Moncton 280,202 214, 608 100,292 106,261 978,223
X Saint John 233,534 261,155 211,24k 139, 529 256,330
Quebec ' 14,451,635 11,271,918 10,011, 608 10,207,383 5,994,676
X Montreal - x Malsonneuve 10,205,422 8,217,344 6,905,323 7,455,436 4,098,025
X Quebec 1,945,961 915,119 816,835 2,141,695 415,308
Shawinigan Falls 264,910 41k 080 126,175 52,137 134,535
x Sherbrooke 750, 700 792,240 278,700  31u,uR5Q 130,060
x Three Rivers 769,565 383.417 1,528,197 554555 465, 765
x Westmount 515,077 549,718 356,378 188,110 700,983
Ontario 25,424,507 28,156,707 19,256,177 23,847,536 14,351,380
Belleville 119,340 150,395 85,065 145, 602 76,455
X Brantford 273,563 270,003 161, 602 272,648 283,586
Cha them 471,156 192.050 156,345 108,931 55,200
x Fort Williem 542,553 Lgs, 880 207,500 152,450 €21, 700
Galt 286, 730 369,458 141,226 388,688 135,006
x Guelph 152,778 138,267 100,200 273,608 110,078
x Hamilton 2,325,908 1,604.189 1,466,906 1,887,622 772,535
% Kingston 308,785 . 360,609 - - 293,398 218,089, . 1. 398
x Kitchener 615,092 891,247  Lh9,123 589,325 234 kLlg
x London 708, 140 9lg, 790 672,745 1,835,110 671,840
Niagara Falls 326,919 246,436 141,258 92,057 73,540
Oshawa 103,085 218, 760 108,022 125,300 50,970
x Ottawa 5,188,059 2,325,445 1,781,555 4,085,140 1,257,000
Owen Sound 176,961 56,847 173,410 ug, 727 23,885
x Peterborough Lo6, 1k 199, 686 269,164 195,588 149,238
x Port Arthur 747,444 708, 143 212,671 163,971 101, 807
X Stratford 75. 687 145,047 53,105 50,227 53,%35
X St. Catharines 367,405 793,227 823,338 238, 69l 151, 648
x St. Thomas 189,296 52,106 79,545 128,350 42,261
Sarnia 173,752 192.830 123,229 137.052 127,203
Sault Ste. Marie 343,345 355,950 226,340 131,320  257.340
x Toronto 8,535,401 11,258.900 &,182,799 10,005,455 7.496.9%%
York & East York Townships 1,536,720 2,01L,624 2,339,825 1,680,131 899, 732
Welland 146, 663 231,429 107, 645 74, 609 108,326
x Windsor 970,948 3,524,699 703,970  709.30%  385.352
Riverside 99,330 109, 605 29,810 11,475 7.100
Woodstock 129,355 214,065 206,321 102,223 675593
Mani toba 3,073,375 2,543,559 1,559,940 2,945,175  833.048
X Brandon Lg, 535 57,310 8y ATl 111,235 4,758
St. Boniface 1,037,190 334,149 97.279 110, 540 80, €40
X Winnipeg 1,985,900 2,152,100 1,407,450 2,723,400 707, 650
Saskstchewan 972,707 905,029 640,739 1,029.854 722,108
X Moose Jaw 46, 0u2 191,087 57.818 252,2€0 350, 687
X Regina 477,780 4eld, o4l 358,966 632,944 291, 696
X Saskatoon Llug 285 249,901 223,955 1Lk, 650 79,725
Alberta 3,930,553 1,828,377 1,966,556 1,686,457 1,262,407
x Calgary 911,311 667,809 gus,287 874,286 687,09k
X Hdmonton 2,806,340 865,560 895, Ll 676,535 479,108
Lethbridge )R g 232,298 200,414 118, ko 10,116
Medicine Hat 9. 785 &2, 710 25,415 17,194 26,095
British Columbia 10.3)423938 81)468:051 5:962’260 )4':7915 611 2,093.590
Kemloops 67,872 58,277 18,735 69, 652 34,201
Nanaimo 110, 835 231, 602 166,378 36,856 Lo, 8Ll
x New Westminster 690,182 541,715 369,215 210,490 77,695
Prince Rupert 274,086 Lp, 69l 63,940 43,235 66,120
x Vancouver 8,224,300 6,760,850 U, 641,545 3,892,665 1,418,816
North Vancouver 111,485 68,188 57,929 20.250 14,505
CendgoRE o - - 8RR . V60, 608, 58N 518 . HIE NS - 432,112
Totel . o 58 Citles 60,817,332 55,844,999 41,325, 693 46,560,623 27,457,534
e - - 3o fivles 94,532,781 49, 69k 84T 36,337,439 42,839, 627 24,911,430
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Table l.-Estimated Cost of Building Work as indicated by the Value of Building Permits
issued by 58 Cities.(Continued).

Bt - 1933 1932 1531 1930 1929

¥ $ $ $ = $
P.E.I.-Charlottetown 115,200 5&7.00G = 158,000 . 20,000
Nova Scotia 655 .29u 1,109,753 3.174.9%0 3,564,302 5,7u8.282
x Halifax 598,909 923.519 2,964,985 3.1Z3¢.345 5,209,245
New Glasgow 23,060 25 390 107,165 141,250 305,370
x Sydney 33,225 1k, sl L\-rs G 21, 707 233,667
New Brunswick 394, R1l U3, ﬁz4 . 784 he2 3,034,604 2,037,934
Fredericton 85_1;5 18,500 140,295 Uzo. 760 23%.500
x Moncton 143, 093 184, ,95 385,850 L56.827 763. 698
x Saint John 166,306 U5 &7 1,257:317 2.085.787 1,245.736
Quebec T oosnu 12 ue,7_u7s 37.605,584 U§,22L,2C8 57.9€4.175
X Montreal -x Maisonneuve 5,6&8,862 10:557,M38 31,876,676 37.504.59C 46,065,924
x Quebec 724,548 1,179 485  4,0l49.875 4,912,857 5,684,183,
Shawinigan Falls 58,260 97250 55,065 463,540 779,618
x Sherbrooke 186, Loc 279,700 676,350 312,150 755,240
x Three Rivers £8.%83 108,075 Zd4n 030 £51.730 1,488,065
x Westmount 359,116 286,570 705,588 1,674 9uL 3,220,145
Ontario 9,116,743 16,887,761 M4,371,578 69,042.9u46 95,055,827
Belleville 29,700 109, 705 221..900 739_360 533.730
x Brantford 171, 7635 170, 244 506,677 1.0%4,957 473,387
Cha tham 88,70 56,215 261,365 821,259 £13,560
x Fort William 213,100 29N, 100 87 000 - 1,827 508 1 /58,000
Galt 101,256 89 768 4,9 022 264,301 527:315
x Guelph 108, 665 62, ¢35 o2%,082 371,351 607,377
x Hamilton 510,200 1=uau «oo 5,026.C50 6,291,100 7,008,320
X Kingston 179. 667 349,039 518;199 1.05&.986 008,900
x Kitchener 140,233 363.048 €27.855  L,3L44,0%2 1,645,351
x London 551, 485 567.00 1,746.900 2,744,735 2,402,900
Niagara Fglls b3 yhs 163,266 158,018 ligz. 678 9L5 510
Oshawa 49.075 41,31k 1&0 375 195,470 1,478,090
x Ottawa 9les06F 1,589,525 3,154,000 - 6.B95.875 - 3: hoz .333
Owen Sound 38.875 CENI 81,97 152,000 529, 850
x Peterborough 133,900 9,,,L9 278, .525 797,895 618,278
x Port Arthur 114,815 28l k27 541,375 995, 1437 555_9&5
x Stratford 71. 662 50, 068 Lcuisy 1, 410 35U, ¥ug
x St. Catharines 115,356 221,566 5E3,620 619,067 1,432,392
x St. Thomas 64, 863 4, 955 133, 648 180.327 172,190
Sarnia 63, g7 6z, ok 171,238 637,899  1.021.962
Sault Ste. Marie 93,377 1k2, 650 e, 147 5893, 773 782,059
x Toronto 4,415,510 7,862,69% 22,002,099 32,130,569 47,698,654
York & East York Townships 698,841 1, 5Q8,,57 5.948,037 6,240,998 9,824 272
Welland u6,286 67,630 209,726 196,125 301,500
x Windsor 76,842 921,40 €09.773 3,330,138  8,620.l21
Riverside 6,000 2n525 29,165 153,920 383,225
Woods tock e 535 - 86,973 146,095 193,715 287,456

Mani toba 851,681 2,381,13% L4 983,908 7,631,620 12, 007
X Brandon ﬁs 821 33,088 286,613 137,245 532
St. Boniface 62, 660 218,9L5 270, 635 720, 625 553,-03
x Winnipeg 7&2,200 2,129,400 U4.396,600 6,653.750 11,050,250
Saskatchewan 529,497 2,374 4k 3,790,002 9,8lL.287 16,950,228
X Moose Jaw Ly, gls 262, Bl U73.0u7- 1,058,730 1,025, 474
X Regina 376,742 277,069 1,598,440 2,971,544 1c,022, 631
x Saskatoon 107.910 1,704,829 1 718,515 5,514,440 5.902,123
Alberta g7, 240 2,243,718 s;zc L65  9.060, 834 17,952,321
x Calgary 49,917 917,868  1.9%4,629 L0534 11,017,144
x Edmonton 428,565 1 093 045 1,377,175 4,300,935 5,670,185
Lethbridge 54,398 2,150 1,29 056 948k, 830 559.392
Medicine Hat 1,360 0, 65% 115,195 120, 705 208, 60
British Columbia 2,160.553 3, 613 930 11,812,866 17,718,514 27,187,087
Kamloops 507547 i 133, 642 205,235 21, 2u7
Nanaimo 33.356 56,269 45,350 117.053 112, 640
x New Westminster 11k, 880 137,712 5&0,321 553,990 1,011, 629
Prince Rupert 23,327 54,230 156,493 we. 695  93,/.8
x Vancouver 1,564,541 2,354,206 10,066,425 14,645,206 21,572,727
North Vancouver v 796 77.455 94,025 150.073 292,515
X _Victoria 340,136 783,673 736,600 1,808,262 3,852 68l

Total - 58 Cities
xTotal - 35 Cities

21,776, u96 42,319,397 112,222,845 166,379,325 B3k,0uh, 5ig

19,890,°

250 38147,

06 10k 321

1
 2OL

lﬁ?___ff‘__?.?._’_ﬁ_l.lt 277,385
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Table l.- Estimated Cost of Building Work as indicated by the Value of Building Permits

ssued by 58 Cities (Continued).

gLt 3 e g 1928 1927 1926 1925 192k

P.E.I.-Charlottetown §—— % 29?000 21?800 31?900
Nova Scotia 3,078,176 1,840,647 9os,gu5 1,099, 787 901, 21
x Halifax 2,808,357 1,537,899 764,498 1,035,564 731,209
New Glasgow 84,515 10,850 7,870 20,286 18,505
x Sydney 205,304 291,898 136,577 43,937 151,907
New Brunswick 1,262,266 1,365,065 771,421 986,325 1,492,364
Fredericton 148,015 14,779 37,050 98,175 257,325
x Moncton 270,813 736,110 3h2, 701 204, 620 10T Y74
x Saint John 843,438 614,176 391,670 683,530 1,133,265
Quebec 49,933,504 58,320,532 42,167,440 35,186,268 42,562,336
X Montreal-x Maisonnsuve 36,347.901 U5,200.842 31,720,049 25,520,523 31,013,419
x Quebec 5,710,144 6,360,165 3,939,281 3,274,371 7,331,846
Shawinigen Falls 1,163,581 347,835 315, 760 384,925 229,377
x Sherbrooke 1,128,233 689,930 712,350 1,037,110 529,878
x Three Rivers 1,681,450 2,332,500 1,4u45,575 2,064,8:5 1,046,210
x Wes tmount ,902,195 3,389,260 4,034,425 2,904,524 2,411, €06
Ontario 104,777,566 79,883,344 65,373,757 59,888,867 57,330,141
Belleville 239,323 670,010 306, 610 194, 725 195,000
x Brantford 802,528 571,599 232,049 159,537 191,480
Chatham 780,020 510 O87 591, 650 193,858 352,329
x Fort William 2,062.000 1,209,450 1,291,250 727,340 1,272,570
Galt 78,581 181,023 181,185 108, 723 124, 742
x Guelph 62, 815 493,169 34k, 616 426, 641 Lok, 304
x Hamilton 6,342,100 3,837,150 3,128,950 2,675,830 3,309,800
x Kingston 678,203 420,467 608,532 493,758 1,035,620
x Kitchener 1,524,625 1,272,632 1,100,111 - 1,546,262 - 1,221,122
x London 2,561,705 2,814,950 3,621,200 2,389,800 2,113,500
Niagara Falls 2,056,415 1,517,510 1,504,000 1,114,290 802, 622
Oshawa 3,015,070 5,255,188 1,044,100 576,205 786,985
x Ottawa 5,421,085 6,446,045 3,101,748 L4,942,327 2,540,699
Owen Sound 262,375 330,350 154,450 536,970 161,125
x Peterborough 625.577 62k, 295 342,757 272,637 437,510
x Port Arthur 5,292,545 3,473,736 61,580 bo2,488 1,186,207
x Stratford 224,412 221,254 80,915 407,731 641, 619
x St. Catharines 1,249,141 1,147,286 qlo, Bu2 666,962 713,638
x St. Thomas 362,732 92, 682 138,597 350,181 164,026
Sarnia 814,586 1,064,415 601, 646 725,698 8l0, 803
Sault Ste. Marie 4o2,k419 329,461 235,766 242,993 559,245
x Toronto 51,607,188 31,274,876 26,029,584 25,797,136 23,926,028
York & East York Townships 8,210,380 6,041,635 5.558,540  6,611,4b0 5,710,400
Welland 309,866 400,364 Lok, olg 124,320 178, 880
X Windsor 8,147,813 8,835,503 11,887,062 7,514,155 7,818,769
Riverside 496, 460 6L, 340 455, 630 600, 750 403,450
Woodstock 4y7, do2 158,867 126,538 86,050 237,668
Mani toba 11,846,635 8,561,122 11,001,372 5,205,828 3,867,102
x Brandon Uog,130 230,252 227,516 76,579 270,825
St. Boniface 871,105 761,570 501,256 972,559 418,377
x Winnipeg 10,547,400 7,569,300 10,362,600 4,156,600 3,177,900
Saskatchewan 13,449,826 7,928,574+ 6,529,041 2,531,380 2,856,190
X Moose Jaw 1,074,078 1,230,489 268,326 243,535 501, 129
x Regina 6,619,206 3,482,000 4,242,511 1,208,403 239,?85
X Saskatoon 5,756,542 3,215,995 2,018,204 1,079,442 1,415,276
Alberta 10,292,579 5,398,601 4,115,317 2,862,260 3,695,604
X Calgary 6,702,142  2;380,131 1,990,048 - 1,39, 475 T 080
X Edmonton 3’37)4‘971 29 689 565 l, 85%17}5 l,u81,890 2!305a095
Lethbridge 498,590 38, 68l 236,359 161,189 226,222
Medicine Hat 116,876 61,311 26,175 21,706 132,867
British Columbia 24,465,163 21,315,767 25,400,314 17,246,852 13,845,890
Kamloops 128, 761 252,488 187,269 99,105 163,861
Nanaimo U5, 26 211,065 77,496 212,591 89,005
X New Westminster 1,928,32 1,082,114 748,169 704,263 321,432
Prince Rupert 176,804 252,940 187,465 1,337,769 209,312
x Vancouver 19,445,288 16,669,680 22,937,602 14,077,065 11,100,736
North Vancouver 912,780 322,739 564,074 268,542  1,123,4l1

X Victoria - 13g27,937 -2 elgih. - _Seagade oo SUT.GNY ., . 836,103
Total _ 58 cities 219,105,715 184,613,742 156,386,607 125,029,367 126,583,148
x Total - 35 Cities 197,566,322 164,791,231 143,052,669 110,314,698 113,329,707
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Table l.-Estimated Cest of Building Work as indicated by the Value of Building Permits
issued in 58 Cities (Concluded).

—— -

Cities 1923 1G22 1921 1520
e e 4 . & e g T e PR S $
P.E.I.~ Charlottetewn 50,200 81,500 138,200 53,200
Neva Scotia 739,646 2,416,004 2,807,986 Lt.356.286
X Halifax 378: 699 11752:632 2!1999398 3: 21:379
New Glasgow 41,785 58,545 51,775 47,970
x Sydney 319,162 60k, 847 556,813 886,937
New Brunswick 1,0149,856 2|028:239 115081820 21535: 623
Fredericton 305,895 283,137 234,800 298, 650
x Moncton 385,461 1,037,942 699, 520 1,201,673
x Ssint John 358,500 707,100 574,500 1,035,300
Quebec 35,483,853 30,330,234 28,869,803 21,801, 692
X Monbdreal - x Maisonneuve 27,125,863 21,132,586 21,291,273 14,067, 609
X Quebec 4,786,933 5,397,566 3,695,397 2,301,480
Shawinigan Falls 124,990 124,400 266,200 141,200
x Sherbrooke 732,100 712,000 753,900 3,265,538
x Three Rivers 780, 735 1,193, 650 1,286, 740 845,975
X Wes tmount 199333232 11770a032 1n576:293 1!1793890
Ontarlo 74,673,080 81,396,259 59,315, 845 58,636,365
Belleville 54,825 254,400 119, 700 73,250
x Brantford 615, 686 465,420 Lok, 445 798,073
Cha tham 2ls5, 867 356,317 322,555 387,034
x Fort William 1,425,130 1,446, 685 893,050 1,045,160
Galt 135, 631 131,707 501, 771 291, 760
x Guelph 571,484 96k, 808 433,057 Lol 158
X Hamilton 5,452,930 4,928,465 4, 639,450 4,340,220
x FKingston 649,233 701,435 591,515 Lok, 136
X Kitchener 1,893,892 2,461,321 932,050 1,277,595
x London 3,261,065 2, 605,630 2,527,510 2,146,305
Niagara Falls 758,513 676, 604 1,145,589 493,965
Oshawa 1;923, 13D 1,155,130 329,405 gLg,L96
X Ottawa 3,521,817 5,021,782 2,716,409 3,305,172
Owen Sound 319,450 196,450 119,000 146,175
x Peterborough %25,798 439,154 541, 754 939, 700
x Port Arthur 2, 640,321 1,167,429 113,509 216,350
x Stratford 509,272 700,527 276,089 Lyo, 782
x 8§t. Catharines 806,310 1,290,576 776,360 830,632
x St. Thomas 334,239 221,964 113, 640 258,821
Sarnia 791,470 880,260 1,331,337 742,265
Sault Ste. Marle 401,032 583,813 896,920 1,034,290
x Toronto 30,609,227 35,237,925 23,878,246 25,737,063
York & East York Townships 8,921,650 AL k67760 8,101, 100 312,350
Welland 206,105 362,371 435,735 299,420
x Windsor 7,684,490 6,902,015 7,012,520 7,390, 665
Pivergide 334,945 223,265 48,336 =

Woodstock 309,588 242,956 114,593 290,928
Manitoba 5,177,487 7,653,4u2 6, 714, 883 9,248,971
X Brandon 183,034 225,029 749,190 412,829
St. Boniface 510,353 552,663 385,293 465,992
X Winnipeg 4,484, 100 6,875,750 5,580, 400 8,370,150
Saskatchewan 2,405,976 3,982,213 3,434, 681 5,281, 600
x Moose Jaw 289,398 379,180 500,177 1,533,095
x Regina 1,264,030 1,784,124 2,160,038 2,597,920
x Saskatoon 892,548 1,818,90 774,466 1,150,585
Alberta 2,597,987 5:723,20 4,170,446 6,451,876
x Calgary 821,840 3,102,700 2,298, 800 2,906, 100
x Edmonton 1,488, 670 2,3g8.109 1,583,696 3,231,955
Lethbridge 258,570 2u3, 695 217, 760 252,090
Medicine Hat 28,907 38,700 90, 190 61,731
British Columbia 11,343,536 14, 604,292 9,833,750 8, 654,009
Eamloops 99, 728 146,165 237,820 90,288
Nanaimo 137,507 5,981 93,273 78,294
x New Westminstew 350, 848 332,050 264,870 19, 109
Prince Rupert 97,148 314,410 620,833 05,189
x YVancouver 9,387,599 12,585,611 7,444 913 6,403,851
North Vancouver 220,546 107,069 194,874 149,706
X Victoria 2 1,050,160 1,033,004 977,167 1,207,572
Total - 58 Cities 133,521,621 148,215,407 116,794,414 117,019, 622

x Total - 35 Cities 117,243,806 _ 129,338,017 100,797,355 _ 106,054,379




Table 2. - Estimated Cost of Building Work in the years 1919-1938, by provinces, as indicated by Building Permits
issued by 35 cities.
Provinces 22;122 1938 1937 1936 1935 1934 1933 1932 1931 1930 1929
¢ v ¥ ) ¥ v M 9 $ 9
Nova Scotia (2) 1,0064226 ',,1,008. 890 1200 T84 . 1,600,242 824,420 632,234' 1,073,863 3,067,815 3,423,052 5,442,912
New Brunswick (2) 513,736 475,763 i S8 '2:887. 790, 11,280, 568 309,399 629,934 T 3 2,552,614 2,014,434
Quebec (6) 14,186,725 10,857,838 @ 9,885,433'+110,155,246 5,810,141 , 6,947,514 " 12,360,648 37,550,519/ 45,755,668 - 57;213,5517
Ontario 1/ (15) 21,511,158 23,807,258 15,417,68L » 2Gy807 421! ¥2y472900 | T; 784,406 114,449,529 '136,381;935 1 ‘58,824,849 ' 66T, 290
Manitoba (2) 2,035,085 2,209,410 @ 1,862:660, . 2,884,635 752,408 789,021 2,162,488 4,683,213 6,850,995 11,454,592
Saskatchewan (3) 992 507 905,029 640,739 . 1,029,854 722,108 529,497. 2,374,440 3,790,002 9:5ua. 289 . 161980228
Albverta (2) 3100 50 < 3AS3RL369 . 1, 7HQ; 0295 AL580 821 1, H60 a0 S¥S. M8 12,010,913 3o 328420 4 8,355,299 17,087,329
British Columbia  (3) 9,078,600 | ‘80635290 5,595,278 . 4,621,618 1,828,623 2,009;557 3,361,591 1,383;356  '|[17,097,458  ‘26.4400830
Total - 35 citiesl/ 54,532,781 49,694,847 36,337,439 42,839,627 24,911,430 19,890,150 38,443,406 101,821,221 152,404,222 214,277,386
2/ Average weighted
index numbers of
wholesale prices
of building .
materials 90.0 94.3 85.3 L2 82.6 o3 § Tl 81.9 90.9 994l
3/ Average index
numbers of wages
in building trades 169.4 165.3 160.8 159.8 154.8 158.0 198, 2 195.7 203.2 197.5

1/ Includes Zast W¥indsor, Sandwich and Walkerville, amalgamated with Windsor during 1935; the totals from 1920 also include Point Grey and South
Figures for these centres are not available before 1920.

Vancouver, amalgamated with Vancouver in 1929.

2/ Gompiled by Dominion Bureau af Statistics.

2 Gompiled by Depa.rtmgn'f: of Labour. Average 1913 = 100.

.
-

r’“

Average 1926 = 100.



Table 2. - Bstimated C ost of Building Work in the Years 1919-1938, by

issued by 35 cities (Concluded

rovinces, as indicated by Building Permits

Nip%. "IGh

Provinces o 1928 1927 1926 1/ 1925 1/ 1924 1/ 1923 1/ 152 3/ 1921 1/ 1920 1/ 1919
$ ¢ $ $ 3 R i $ % il g
Nova Scotia (2) 3,013,661 1,829, 797 901,075 1,079,501 883,116 697,861 2,357,479 2,756,211 4,308,316 5,898,336
New Brunswick (2) 1,114,251 1,350,286 734,371 888,150 1,2397039 743,961 1,745,042 1,274,020 2,236,973 2,604,716
Quebec (6) 48,769,923 57,970,697 41,851,680 34,801,343 42,332,959 35,358,863 30,205,834 25,603,603 21,660,492 15,166,851
Ontario 1/ (15) 87,364,469 62,735,094 52,209,593 48,772,845 46,976,892 60,270,894 64,555,196 45,849,804 49,715,432 40,584,834
Manitoba (2) 10,975,530 009,552 | 10,590,086 4,233,269 3,448,725 4,667,134 7,260 , 799 6,329,590 8,782,979 3,046,542
Saskatchewan (3) 13,449,826 T2, 574 6,529,041 2,531,380 2,856,190 2,4065916 34503 213 3,434,681 5,281,600 3,694,505
Alberta / (2) 9, 67153 4,898,696 3,852,783 2,679,365 3,336,515 2,310,510 5,440,809 3,862,496 6,138,055 3,143,346
1
British Columbia(3) _ 23,201,549 20,276,535 24,384,010 15,328,845 12,260,271 10,788,607 13,950,665 8,686,950 7,930,532 2,904,284
Total ~ 35 cities 197,566,322  164,V90 3831 . 143,052,669 110430456981 103 @29, 7aT 117,243,806 129,338,017 100,797,355 106,054,379 77,113,413
2/ Average weighted
index numbers of
wholesale prices
of building materials 97.1 96.1 100.0 102.9 106.6 19 pi T 122.8 144.0 10, 3
3/ Average index numbers
of wages in building
trades 185.6 179.3 1721 170.4 169.1 166.4 162.5 170.5 180.9 148.2

1/ Includes East Windsor, Sandwich and Walkerville, amalgamated with Windsor during 1935; the totals from 1920 also include Fec¢int Grey and South

Vancouver, amalgamated with Vancouver in 1929.

2/ Compiled by Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Average 1926 = 100.

3/ Compiled by Department of Labour. Average 1913 = 100.

Figures for these centres are not available before 1920.

<
(=]



Table 3. - Building Permits Issued by Four Largest Cities, 1719-1938

Gity 1938 1937 1936 2935 1934 1933 4932 1934 1930 9%
3 3 3 F E : E ; 3 G
Montreal 10,205,422 8,217,344 6,905,323 17,455,436 4,098,025 5,648,862 10,557,438 31,876,676 37,504,590 46,065,924
Toronto 8,535,401 11,258,900 8,182,799 10,005,455 7,496,983 4,415,510 17,862,693 22,002,099 32,130,589 47,698,654
Winnipeg 1,985,900 2,152,100 1,407,450 2,723,400 707,650 T2 200 | 2,129,408 4,396,600 6,653,750 11,050,250
Vancouver 8,224,300 6,760,880 4,641,545 3,892,665 1,418,816 1,564,541 2,854,206 10,066,425 4, 645,206 | 29,509 727
Total - 4 largest cities 28,951,023 28,389,224 21,137,117 24,076,956 13,721,474 12,371,113 23,403,737 68,341,800 90,934,135 126,387,555
Total - 35 cities 1/ 54,532,781 49,694,847 36,337,439 42,839,627 24,911,430 19,890,150 38,443,406 101,821,221 152,404,222 214,277,386
Total - 58 cities 60,817,332 55,844,999 41,325,693 46,560,623 27,457,524 21,776,496 42,319,397 112,222,845 166,379,325 234,944,549 .
Proportion of permits E
issued in 4 largest i
cities to total for
35 cities 53.1 _ y U1 58,2 56,2 55.1 1 60.8 671 59.7 59.0
Proportion of permits
issued in 4 largest
cities to total: for
58 cities 417.6 50.8 | 4 51.7 50.0 56,8 55.3 60.9 54.7 53.8

When the "satellite" cities in the immediate vicinity of the four leading cities are added, the proportion of the building in the four metropolitan
areas to the total for the 58 cities is as follows:- 1938, 52.9 p.c.; 1937, 56.0 p.c.; 1936, 57.9 p.c.; 1935, 56.0 p.c.; 1934, 56.1 p.c.; 1933, G251

nl SAr

19821 160,58 pacd; 1981, 1OTHY pa oy 1930,  G0L0 placht A90%. S8AT wach: IRARL 602 phos 511927, 60.0 p.d. 1926, 164L9 pic.i 29RT, 16345 Pal. ;. 1924,

@83 p.oid A998 K21 pec,; 1929, /601 pdss; 192B NBELT P.c: ldgdilgon, Shub ple.

l/ Includes EBast Windsor, Sandwich and Walkerville, formerly given separately, but during 1935, amalgamated with Windsor; the totals also include
Point Grey and South Vancouver, amalgamated with Vancouver in 1929.

Figures for these centres ars not available before 1920.



Table 3. - Building Permits issued by Four Largest

Cities, 1919-1938 - (Concluded)

gl K 1928 L9247 1926 1925 1924 1923 1922 1921 1920 1919
; 3 3 7 3 p 3 7 B
Montreal 36,347,901 45,200,842 31,720,049 25,520,523 31,013,419 27,125,863 21,132,586 21,291,273 14,067,609 10,033,901
Toronto 51,607,188 31,274,876 26,029,584 25,797,196 23,926,028 30,609,227 35,237,925 23,878,246 25,737,063 19,617,838
Winnipeg 10,547,400 7,569,300 10,362,600 4,156,690 3,177,900 4,484,100 6,875,750 5,580,400 8,370,150 2,948,000
Vancouver 19,445,288 16,669,680 22,937,602 14,077,065 11,100,736 9,381,599 12,585,601 .'\7,404,903 '1°6,403,851 9w, a1l
Total - 4 largest cities 117,947,777 100,714,698 91,049,835 69,551,474 69,218,083 71,606,789 75,831,872 58,194,832 54,518,673 ' M.87%,)450
1 % ;- I 14f W iy
Total - 35 cities 1/ 197,566,322 164,791,231 143,052,669 110,314,69é 113,329,704 117,243,804 129,338,017 100,797,355 106,054,379 77,113,413
Total - 58 cities 219,105,715 184,613,742 156,386,607 125,029,367 126,583,148 133,521,621 148,215,407 116,794,414 117,019,622
Proportion of permits
issued in 4 largest
cities to total for
35 cities 59.7 S TR 63.6 63.0 61.1 61.1 58.6 3! 51.5 45.2
Proportion of permits
issued in 4 largest
cities to total fer
58 cities 53.¢8 54,6 58.2 55.6 54.7 53.6 51.2 49.8 46.6

l/ Includes East Windsor, Sandwich and ¥alkerville, formerly given separately, but during 1935, amalgamated with Wind

Point Grey and S outh Vancouver, amalgamated with Vancouver in 1929.

~

Figures for these centres are not available before 1920.

sor; the totals also include

TS



AT
Table 4.-Value of Building Permits issued for the Construction of Dwellings and for
Repairs end Improvements thereto, by 56 Cities.

—— S i ST e . — e D e b S

B e e

1938 : 220 1 , L e
Estimated Es timated Estimated
cost of cost of cost of
gty No. of  Buiiding No. of  Building No. of Building
permits  Work permits Work permits Work
issued authorized issued __authorized  issued authorized
$ $
Charlottetown 41 B4, 860 47 107,765 38 109, 120
Halifax 151 916,400 200 1,189, 600 180 822,300
New Glasgow El 12,150 7 16, 800 3 10,000
Sydney 92 204,125 70 130,900 58 56,340
Fredericton 2 10,700 6 12,890 25 43,300
Moncton 32 124, 125 30 122,350 13 33,900
Saint John 1/ i 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/
Quebec 1] 470,300 U2 246,900 21 144,300
Montreal 1,402 4,067.720 1,213 3,781,127 1,122 3,506,836
Shawinigan Falls 106 241.595 92 321,435 Lg 80,368
Sherbrooke 122 374,000 71 287, 650 64 198, 700
Three Rivers 60 19, 650 1 1/ Ll 1
Wes tmount 36 410, 221 33 409,093 15 223,000
Belleville 15 25,750 19 49,950 11 20,900
Brantford 58 173.705 53 140, 600 25 81,700
Cha tham 57 145,709 55 g, 140 38 91,475
Fort William 65 154,200 47 107,500 Ly 108,300
Galt 57 173.200 5l 155,200 20 71,300
Guelph 20 36,200 22 45,300 19 30,540
Bamilton 246 740.250 146 480,500 138 466, 600
Kingston 139 229, 24 156 273,069 31 101,700
Kitchener 73 288, 600 90 351,450 63 197,300
London 53 206,050 83 372,900 82 275,500
Niagara Falls 7 31.800 8 3,400 5 15, 800
Oshawa 30 56. 740 Wi 2,800 iy Lg, 825
Ottawa 352 1,289.670 367 916,075 166 650, 125
Owen Sound 31 42, 500 26 25.175 19 51,018
Peterborough 57 160,950 32 79.950 37 111,550
Port Arthur 148 ol 835 43 85,750 53 9l, 875
Stratford 3 9,300 6 49,900 11, 100
St. Catharines &0 148, 725 el 173,630 55 178,890
St. Thomas 78 99, 525 67 32,847 29 18,595
Sarnia éﬁ 79.200 10 41,200 9 26,110
Sault Ste. Marie 187,280 Yyo 216,697 32 gl, 715
Toronto 326 1,572,600 362 1,939,740 461 2,300,050
York and East York
Towns hips 257 1,266,100 250 1,176,300 3k4g 1,880,450
Welland 28 [0 > ﬁ 89,129 103 63,131
Windsor 15 4l 4so 1 109, 700 ik 3 62,100
Riverside 20 56,950 1 1/ 1/ 1/
Woods tock 17 46,500 17 4g,300 7 19,500
St. Boniface 3Y 66, 70C 31 186, 800 19 18, 600
Winnipeg 137 527,150 105 399,800 58 205, 500
Moose Jaw 54 23.152 1 s 82 21,208
Regina 28 68,430 ‘104 u5,367 21 50,550
Saskatoon 43 34,425 68 46,461 72 37,110
Calgary 20 66.715 19 52, 525 23 &4,306
Edmonton 125 267.950 120 303,830 5l 123,000
Lethbridge 3 67,065 P Pk 27 69,720
Medicine Hat i 2.935 14 ,090 16 5,830
Kamloops 1¢ 15,970 4p 33,277 i s |
Nanaimo 23 66,306 23 60,914 41 73,493
New Westminster 184 385,095 204 312,535 168 233,590
Prince Rupert 46 18,120 46 12,720 34 11,090
Vancaduver 1307 3,418,535 858 2,439, 655 559 1, 604,800
North Vancouver 24 53.235 11 19,100 9 17,500
Victoria 1 - JOL5805 30 R - 3 - 2068D . -
Total - 56 Cities 6,488 20,075,597 6,138 - 17;851.211 L, 666 15,070,135

1/ Figures not available.

—————
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Table 4.~ Value of Building Permits issued for the Construction of Dwellings and for

o

B Lok % g LSl R
Estimated Estimated Estimated
cost of cost of cost of
(0~ 5L 5 10mmis No. of Building No« of Building No. of Building
permits  Work permits Work permits Work

P SPTRT issued _ﬁ@}hg;iqﬁg___igﬁpgq__Aﬂﬁhoqiggi___j§§pgg__§@}§ggigqi__
Charlo ttetown 58 93,391 12 18,400 5 15, 500
Halifax 121 455, 730 104 422,000 81 340,400
New Glasgow 1/ 0| T 1,500 6 11,300
Sydney : 27 21,400 21 12,950 13 5,470
Fredericton 4 6, 600 8 10,155 4 8,700
Moncton 8 20,210 5 23,000 g 16,000
Saint John 39 42,835 37 27,924 73 33,680
Quebec 27 222,500 iy 79,400 33 150,000
Montreal 806 2,158, 434 4o7 1,979,785 456 1,806,0u40
Shawinigan Falls 10 14,475 6 11,850 15 12,200
Sherbrooke 27 83, 800 9 19,500 13 53,000
Westmount 5 70,400 23 385,989 10 175,259
Belleville 13 23,350 22 24,500 5 8,300
Brantford 12 24,100 7 19, 600 5 18,300
Cha tham 3 1,200 b b § 26,150 14 22, 625
Fort William 35 €0, 400 29 45, 600 Y4 53,050
Galt 4 11,900 6 11,500 16 43,000
Guelph 27 50,300 I 36,850 27 32,250
Eamilton 97 286, 500 80 263,300 56 219,350
Kingston ol 100, 700 18 58,300 33 82,000
Ki tchener 66 279,500 43 118,375 18 54,400
London 62 226,450 70 251, 800 69 237,500
Niagara Falls 5 13,700 4 4,200 g 18,840
Oshawa 18 20,000 10 13, 650 8 8, 700
Ottawa 219 9&7,2&5 140 472,210 276 373,300
Owen Sound 16 16,465 T L 1/ 1/
Peterborough 16 8,085 1y 35,500 1 21,550
Port Arthur Ly 7,690 38 23,125 31 23,670
Stratford 1 6.300 i 8,700 5 22, 700
St. Catharines 29 71, 600 25 55,900 19 41,500
St. Thomas 10 3.670 32 10,966 27 20,897
Sarnia 10 29, 600 7 24,500 3 s, 800
Sault Ste. Marie 15 26,950 8 15, 600 18 10,870
Toronto 580 2, 614,400 470 2,233,730 281 1,404,890

York and East York

Townships 21l 1,447,310 104 548,100 106 303,250
Welland 83 28,109 70 37,126 5 21, 700
Windsor L 12, 635 10 L, 650 5 3,807
Woods tock I 29,400 Yy 11,000 8 18,200
St. Boniface 22 16,230 18 27,250 12 14, 550
Winnipeg 61 257,100 49 125, 850 gL 252, 700
Moose Jaw 46 18,090 27 12,962 2 1,975
Regina 20 24,000 10 17,500 g2 59, 855
Saskatoon 58 2,065 66 21,145 80 62,235
Calgary 28 68,420 68 183,436 Tr 162,581
Edmonton 122 184.975 134 223,130 g4 185, 600
Lethbridge 19 43,525 16 23, 750 9 12,100
Medicine Het I3 e (1 19 11,445 13 4, 8us
Kamloops L/ 1 L7 i/ ! 1/
Nanaimo 7 12,800 6 6,500 2 5,200
New Westminster gy 107,370 39 33,550 4o 68, 700
Prince Rupert 4g 13,182 6 8,100 i 7,200
Vancouver 285 475,000 130 460,000 666 536,313
North Vancouver i 3,800 5 7,250 3 ,300
Victoria 25 69,350 33 79,750 i 122,225
Total - 54 cities 3,606 10,927,318 2,577 8,589,003 3,030 7,201,381

1/ Figures not available.



