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rile value of the construction wkrepresented by the building permits taken out 
in 53 cities was 9 .9 p.c. higher in 193 than in the preceding year; revised statistics 
furnished, the Dominion Bureau of Statistics by municipal officials show that the 
estimated cost of the building work authorized last year was $60,317,332, 	increase 
of $4972,333  over the 1937 figare of $55,411,999. Last ycarts total was the highest 
since 1931, exceeding the annual average for the period, 1932-1937, by 55.1 p.c. In 

CRA.RT I.-AGGREGATE ANNUAL VALUE 01 BUILDING REPSEND BY PMIT. ISSUED BY $ CITIES 
AND OF CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED THROUGHOUT CANADA, 192-1938. (Con-
struction contracts avardod taken from MacLean Building Review). 

Millions of 
Dollars 

1924 1925 1926 1927 192  1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 19 

these years, however, constuction was at a low 1OVO]. as compared with procding years 
since 1920, when the record for these cities was commenced. 

In the eigfeen years, 1920-1937, the value of the building authorized in the co-
operating municipalities was estimated, on the average, at $115,338,950 annually, of 
which the 193$ total constituted only about 3 p.c. In the firet twelve years of this 
period, the estimated cost of the constmction work for which permits were taken out 
averaged. $153,401,34. Beginning with 1932, there was a sharp decline in building 
authorizations, and in the six yeart to 1937 the average valuo was only $39,214,122; 
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while the inclusion of the 1935 figure raises the annual average since 1931 to 
$42,300,295, this was only some 27.6 p.c. of the average for the years, 1920-1931, 
when building activity was, on the whole, at a more normal level. The recent 
i.mprovement indicated in construction in the 55 cities has therefore had little 
effect upon the reserve of building work accumulating therein. 

The wholesale prices of building materials in 1935 were lower than in 1937s 
but exceeded those for any otther year since 1930-  They were, however, less than 
in the period, 1920-1930, being also below the average for the eighteen years to 
1937. The index of wholesale prices of construction materials, as calculated in 
the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau of Statistics on the 1926 average 
as 100, averaged 90.0 in the year under review, as compared with 94.3 in 1937, 
while the average index in the years, 1920-1937, was 97.8. The cost of building 
labour in 1935 was slightly higher than in the preceding year, according to the 
Labour Department's izd.ex of wage rates, based on the 1913 average as 100. 	This 
index was 169)4 last year, compared with 165.3 in 1937. During the nineten years 
for which building permits figures are available for the 58 centres, the maximum 
wages index was 203.2 in 1930 while the minimum was in 1913, the basIc year. 

In 1938, the work authorized in connection with dwellings was valued at 
$20 , 073,597, an increase of $2,222,386 ?  or 12)4 p.c. as compared with the 1937 
total of $17,851,211; this advance was not so pronounced as that of 1545 P.C. 
recorded in 1937 over 1936. There was a moderate increase in the number of permits 
issued for new construction or for repairs and alterations to houses and apartments, 
while the average value of the building represented by the individual permit 
advanced from approximately $2955 in 1937 to $3,095  in 1938; in 1936, when the 
residential building authorized in the 58 centres was estimated, at $15,070, 135, 
the average value per permit was $3,230. 

The MacLean Building Review makes a monthly tabulation of the value of 
construction contracts awarded throughout the Dominion; during 1938, the total 
was $187,277,900,  compared with $224,056,700 in 1937, $162,588,000 in 1936, 
$160,305,000 in 1935, $125911,500 in 1934, $97,289,500 in 1933, $132,872,400 
in 1932 and $315,482,000 in 1931. 	This record shows that construction reached 
its maximum activity in 1929, when the contracts awarded were valued at 
$57665 1 ,$O0 , while the minimum was in 1933, the contracts let then amounting 
to not quite 17 p.c. of the 1929 figure. 	The decline from 1937 in the Maclean's 
estimate of construction work undertaken in 1938, was 16)4 p.c., but with that 
exception, last year's total was the highest since 1931. 	As already stated, 
there was in the year under review a gain of 8.9 p.c. over 1937 in the value of 
the building authorized by the 58 cities. 	In comparing the figures of contracts 
awarded and building permits issued, it may be noted that in 1935 there was 
from 1937 a decrease of only 2.1 p.c. in the value of contracts awarded for 
residential building, while the business buildings for which contracts were let 
were 14,5 p.c. higher in value in 1938 than in 1937. 	These classes figure 
prominently in the building authorization of the cities. 

The value of the building permits issued by the 58 centres in 1938 con-
stitiited. 32.5 p.c. of the total value of construction contracts awarded through-
out the Dominion, while in 1937, this proportion was 24.9 p.c. and in 1936, 
25)4  p.c. 	ercentages in the last few years were lower than in any other 
of the eIghtee 7Tor which figures for the 58 cities are available. 	In 1921, 
when these centres reported their highest proportion of total building work in 
the èountry, the percentage was 48.6, 'hi1e the average ratio In the years, 
1920-1935, was 39)4 p.c. 

The chart on the first page of this report shows the valueof building 
in Canada annually since 1924, while Chart 2 depicts the monthly value of the 
building authorized by 58 cities during the period, 1929-1938. 	The 
pronounced falling-off in bui1d.ingerations in the last few years from the 
high level of 1929, together with the partial recovery in 1938 from the low 
levels in the immediately preceding year, are illustrated by these curves. 

The following table gives the value of the building authorized by the 
5$ co-operating cities during the nineteen years for which data are available. 
In Table 1 are given the annual figures for each of the co-operating centres, 
the 35 cities for which data are available BinGe 1910 being indicated by an 
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Chart 2- Moith1y Fluettiations in the Value of Building Permits rssued. by 58 Cities, 1929-1938. 
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- 	Value of Index numbers Average index Index numbers of 
building of value of numbers of whole- wage rates in 

Year 	permits permits issued, sale prices of the building 
issued (1926:100) building materials, trade, 

1920 $117,019, 622 
1921 116, 79)4,U1)4 
1922 148,215, 1407 
1923 133,521,621 
19214 126, 583, 148  
1925 125,029,3 67 
1926 156,386,607 
1927 1814,613,742 
1928 219,105,715 
1929 23)4,914)4,5149 
1930 166,379,325 
1931 112,222,8 145 
1932 142,319,397 
1933 21,776,1496 
19311. 27,457,524 
1935 46,56o,623 
1936 41,325,693 
1937 55,844999 

- 1938 60,817 : 332 

(average 192610Q) (1913=100) 	-- -- 

7148 1114.0 180.9 
74,7 122.8 170.5 
911.8 108.7 162.5 
95.4 111.9 i66.)t 
80.9 io6..6 169.1 
79.9 102.9 170.14 

100.0 100.0 172.1 
118.0 96.1 179.3 
140.1 97.11 185.6 
150.2 99.0 197.5 
io6.4 90.8 203.2 
71.8 81.9 195.7 
26.7 77.2 178.2 
13.9 78.3 158.0 
17.6 82.5 154.8 

81.2 159.8 
26)4 85.3 160.8 
35.7 94.3 165. 
39 90.0 169.  

The table shows that the value of the building represented by permits issued 
during last year was greater than in 1937 or any other year since 1931. 	However, 
construction in the cities gene:ally contirxaed inactive, the 1938 total, as already 
etated, amounting ..n1y to 52.7 p.c. of the eighteen-year average of $115,338,950. 
Wholesale costs of building matexials last year were at a lower level than in 1937; 
although they were higher than in any other year since 1930, they were lower than 
the eighteen-year average of 97.8. Wages in nine building trades slightly advanced 
in the 31 cities upon whose rates the 1938 indexes are based. 

BUILDING ACTIVITIES 111 - 59 	BY PROVINCES, WITH COMPARISONS 
QiL192. 

Thiring 1938, the value of the authorized building was higher than in 1937, 
in New Bru.nswick, Q,uebec, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia, 
while in Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia and Ontario, the co-operating cities 
Ehowed. declines. The largest gains were in quebec and Alberta, where the 1938 
authorizations were higher by 28.2 p.c. and 115.0 p.c., respectively. 

MARITIME PROVINCES.- In Nova_Scotj, the permits issued were for construction 
work estimated to cost I1,$97, 6111, a decrease of $31,394 or 1.6 p.c. from the preced- 
ing year; the 1938 total however, was higher than in any of the years, 1936-1932. 
New 	recoled an increase of $29,803 or 14,9  p.c. in the value of building 
authorized as compared with 1937; last years total of $631,966 was also greater than 
in 1936 or 1935-  In Charlottetovin, ( the only city in Prince Edward Island included 
in this record),the authorizations amounted to $92,210, as compared with $140,170 
in the preceding year. The cities in the three Maritime Provinces together reported. 
4.3 p.c. of the total value of the permits issued by the 58 centres, a proportion 
somewhat lower than that of 45  p.c. in 1937- 

QUEBEC.- The aggregate for Q,uebec, $14,451,635, was higher by $3,179,717 or 
28.2 p.c. than in 1937, and also ccnsiderably exceeded that in any of the five pre-
ceding years. The six cities making returns in that province reported 23.8 p.c. of 
the total value of building authorized, by the 58 cities, as compared with 20.2 p.c. 
in 1937. 

ONTARIO.- The value of the building represented by the permits granted in 
Ontario cities during 1938 stood at $25, 1424,507, being smaller by $2,732,200  or 
9.7 p.c. than in the preceding twelve months, when the construction work undertaken 
was estimated at $28,156,707.  However, the 1938 total exceeded that reported in any 
earlier year since 1933-  Ontariots proportion of the estimated cost of constru.ction 
work undertaken in the larger cities during 1938 was 41.8 p.c., as compared. with 
50. 14 p.c. in the preceding year, and 46.6 in 1936. 
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PRAIRIE PROVINCES.- Building in Manitoba was at a decidedly higher level than in 

the preceding years The permits issued were for buildings valued at $3,073,375; as 
compared with $2,543,559 in 1937, this was an increase of 20.8 p.c. The aggregate for 
1938 was the largest since that for 1931. In Saskatchewan, building authorizations 
were higher by 7.5 p.c. than in 1937, and were also greater than in 1936. 	The 1938 
aggregate was $972,707, compared with $905,029 in the preceding twelve months, and 
$6140, 739 in 1936; when building in the three co-operating cities in that province 
reached its highest level in 1929, the total was $16,950,228.  Alberta showed an 
increase of 115 p.c. as compared with 1937; the 1938 total of $3,930,553  was also 
higher than in any other year since 1931. The proportion of permits issued in the 
Prairie Provinces to the total for the 58 municipalities was 13.1 p.c., as compared 
with 9.14 p.c. in 1937- 

BRITISH COLUMBIA.- The British Coli.rnb1a aggregate of $10,342,938 for the seven 
centres included was 22.1 p.c,, greater than in 1937, and was also larger than in any 
other year since 1931. The cities in that province reported 17 p.c. of the total 
value of the permits taken out in the 58 centres, as compared with 15.2 p.c. in the 
preceding year. 

COMPARATIVE BUILDING ACTIVITIES IN LEADING CITIES. 

Statistics of building permits issued by 58 cities since 1920 are given in Table 1, 
while Table 3 is a record for the four largest centres since 1918. Following are 
brief statements regarding the building authorized during 1938 in the four largest 
centres, and in other centres where the construction work represented by the permits 
granted in the year under review was estimated to cost $300,000 and over; the citiee 
in this category are given in the order of the value of their 193$ authorizations. 

Bui1dinin the Four Lart Cities. 

Montreal.- The anticipated cost of building for which permits were issued by 
Montreal was $10 ; 205, 1422, an increase of 214.2 as compared with the 1937 authorizations 
of $8217,3 1414. The 193$ total was also higher than in any other year since 1932. 
Approximately 39.9 p.c. of the aggregate for last year represented residential 
building, as compared with 146.0 p.c- in the preceding year; however, the aggregate 
value of authorizations for dwellings during lJ - $14,067,720 - compared favourably 
with the 1937 total of $327$1..127..  The permits issued for industrial and other 
buildings, were also hier in value, standing at $6,137,702, as compared with 
$14,143 6,217 in 1937 	If the Wostmount authorizations, $515,077, are ad.ed to the 
Montreal total, those adjoining centres together issued 17.6  p.c. of the aggregate 
for the 58 cities; this proportion was rather higher than that of 15.7 p.c. in 1937, 
and was the same as in 1936 

Toronto.- During 1935, there was a decrease of $2,723,499, or 214.2 p.c. in the 
Toronto building authorizations which were valued at $8,535,401, as against 
$11,258,900 in 1937. Just over 18 p.c. of the construction undertaken in 1938 was 
listed, as residential, as compared with 17 p.c. in 1937 and 28 p.c. in 1936. The 
value of the dwellings for which permits were taken out in 198 was $1,572,600, 
showing a decline as compared with the 1937 total of $1,939,7 140; there was a larger 
reduction in non-residential building which was valued at $6,962,801, as compared 
with $9,299, 160 in the preceding year. 	In the adjoining resid.antial suburban area 
of York and East York Thw.iships, over 82 p.c of the value of the permits issued was  
for dwellings, as compared with the 1937 proportion of 58 p.c. These centres report-
ed permits valued at $1536J20,  a decline as compared with the 1937 total of 
$2,011,624. Toronto. York and East York Townships together reported 16.6 p.c. of 
the aggregate value of the building authorized by the 58 cities during 193$; in the 
preceding year, this proportion had been higher, at 23.8 p.c. 

Winnipeg.- There was a decrease from 1937 in building in Winnipeg, where the 
estimated cost of the work undertaken in 1938 was $1,985,900; as compared with 
$2,152,100 in the preceding yearfl this was a loss of 7.7 p.c, In the adjacent city 
of St. Boniface, the value of the construction work represented by the permits taken 
out was $1,037,190, an increase of $703,041 over the 1937 total of $334,1149. 	The 
Winnipeg metropolitan area therefore showed greater activity in construction during 
193 9 , the total for the adjoining centres being ?1.6 p.c. above that for 1937. Non-
residential building counting for about 73 p.c. of the Winnipeg total for 1938, as 
against 81 p.c. in 1937 and 85 p.c. in 1936, while the proportion of non-residential 
building in 5t. Boniface was 93.6 pc. These two centres together reported five p.c. 
of the 1938 aggregate for the 58 cities, showing a small increase over the 1937 
proportion of 14•14  P.C. 



-5- 
Vancouver.- The municipality of Greater Vancouver issued permits for building 

valued at $8,22,300; as compared with the 1937 total of $6,760,880, this was an 
advance of $1,463,420, or 21.6 p.c. 	The aggregate for 1938 was also higher than in 
any other year since 1931. North Vancouver, a short distance from Vancouver, granted 
permits for buildings estimated to cost $111,485, an incra,se over the total of 
$68,188 in the preceding year. The metropolitan areas of Vancouver reported 
authorizations valued at $8,335,785 in 1938, or 13.7 p.c. of the aggregate for the 
58 cities; this was slightly higher than the 1937 proportion, which had been 12.2 p.c. 
of the total. 

Building in Other Cities. 

The Ottawa permits, valued at $5,188,059, were decidedly greater than the 1937 
aggregate of $2,325,445; last year's total was also higher than in any other year 
since 1930-  Residential building accounted for only 24,9 p.c. of the 1938 
authorizations, as compared. with 39.4 p.c. in 1937. 	The total value of the dwellings 
for which permits were taken out in 1938,at $1289,670, wqs 40.9 p.c. higher than in 
1937, being also higher than in any of the ixed.iate1y preceding years. 

In Edmonton, the anticipated cost of the construction authorized in 1938 was 
an increase of 22 14,2 p.c. from the aggregate of $865,560 in the preceding 

ye.r. The 193$ figure was the highet since 1930. Non-residential building account-
ed, for 90.5 p.c. of tht ota1 cost represented in the permits granted by Edmonton 
during the year under reviev as compared with the 1937 proportion of 614.9 P.C. 

Hamilton.- The value of building represented by permits issued in Hamilton 
during 1937 was $2,325,908. This wag 37.3 p.cb higher than the 1937 total of 
$1,694,1$9, and was also higher than in any of the five preceding years. 	Of the 
building authorized, in the year under review ?  31.8 p.c. ws for residential building, 
as compared with 2$.4 in 1937 and 31.8 in 19366 During 1939,  the 2146  permits issued 
in connection with dwellings authorized, work valued at $7 140,250, an increase of 
54.1 p.c. over the 197 total of $1480,500. The average value of the work represented 
per permit was $3,009, as compared with the average valuation of $3,291 in 1937 and 
$3,381 in 1936. 

The Quebec City authorzations amounted to $1,945,961, compared with $915,119 
In 1937. This was an advance of $1,030,842, oi 112.6 p.c. The value of construction 
permits granted in the year under review was also higher than in 1936. only some 
24 pc, of the 193$ value represented work on dwe11ings in 1937 this proportion had 
been larger, at 27 p.c. However, the permits issued for residential building and the 
value of the work represented there4n t  were higher in 1938 than in the preceding year, 
when the authorization6 for this class of building amounted to $246,900,  compared with 
$470,300 in the year under review. 

York and East ':.7ork Townh, already mentioned. In connection with Toronto, 
reported that the permits granted represented building estimated at $1,536,720, a 
decline of $1474,9014  or 23.6 p.c. from the 1937 total of $2,011,624. The value of the 
residential building authorized was $1,266,100, a figure rather higher than that of 
$1,176,300 in 1937. Over $2 p.c. of last year's aggregae was earmarked for dwell-
ings. 

Halifax.- In Hal.fax the permits issued. ;;epresented building estimated to cost 
$1,420,172. This total was smaller by $68,194, or 4.6 p.c. than in 1937; although 
it was higher than in 1936, or any other year since 1931, except 1935-  Some 614.5 p.c. 
of the total value for 1938 was earmarked for dwellings, compared with the 1937 
proportion of more than 80 p.c. 

St. Boniface- Building in St. Boniface showed a pronounced advance in 1938, 
when the work authorized was valued. at $1,037,190,  as compared with $3314,1149  in 1937. 
Ist year 1 s total was the highest in the eighteen years for which data are available 
for that city. The advance over 1937 took place In non-residential construction, the 
value of the residential building, at $66,700, being below the 1937 figure of $186,800. 

Windsor.- During 1938 the building authorized in Windsor was estimated at 
$970,948, a decrease of 72.5 p.c. from the 1937 figure of $3,5214,699; however, last 
year's total was larger than in any earlier year since 1930-  The bulk of the building 
authorized during the year under review was non-residential. In Riverside, adjacent 
to Windsor, the permits taken out represented building valued at $99,330, as compared 
with $109,605  in the preceding year; the 193$ totalwaa the highest, with the exception 
of 1937, since that for 1930. 



Calga-. The construction au'thorized in Calgary was estimated to cost $911,311, 
an increase of $243 ; 502. or amot 3C5 p0c as compared with the preceding twelve 
months. Only 73 c€ of the 19 total was earmarked for rcsidential building, as 
compared with 79 p.c- in 1937 and T'6 oC lfl 1936 but With 44 p.cc in 1932 In 
193 9 , the average c nitu'e in3J.catod by th. 'oeru.ts taken out in connection with 
residences was being an :ese over the figu.ra of 2764 in th preceding 
year0 

Victor.a 	ih b.1d.n 	rLrs ostirnateci co cost $614,i18. thowed an increase 
of 13 e p0c0 as coarrid With `;',hu 1937 total of $763.695; last yearts aggregate exceed-
ed that in ny other year sico 1933 The dwellings and aparanentc authorized were 
valued at $30795. or 36 pc0 t the 193 tjtal as compared with $142 ; 650 or 
1$.$ p.c 	of th€ :gegats for th-4 preeiing t:lve months. 

Three Rivers.. in ths city the estimated cost of the building 'undertaken was 
$769,565, being a cecidef. increace from the aggregate of $393,417 in 1937 	e 193$ 
total was smaller than that fo 1936, but with ths exoepticn ;  was higher than in any 
other year since 193 0  Of the figi;.es for the year 'under rc-view, 25$ p.cor 
$198,650, was eama.rked for res±dent•al bui1ding 

Sherbrookc- e value of the i;i.1dug pe:mits issued. In Sherbrcoke last year was 
$750,700 coaed with $732,240 in 1937 th: was a slight decrease of 5.2 p.C. With 
this exception. the 19 	:eate was the hghst since 1930- 	t 50 poco of the 
total in the latest year rtpresente censtuctin work in connecticn with dwellings, 
while in 1937 soroc 16 p.c. of the ind.tcatec-1 value was for residences. In 1938. the 
residential work for ic pe:nLts weu i:sud was estimated to cost $374,O0C, a sub-
stantial increasa over tns 1937 fire s' $27 650. 

Port Ar'hur..-. Te building 	rtke in ?or Lrthur during 1938, as represented 
by the permits grar.tei, wa 	a1ued a 1  $77 114i4 . an increase over the 1937 l; -jtal of 
$708,143. while cons txotjon rork wa 	iire active th..n in any other year since 
1930. About 33 	:f the oaJ. work :e'exitd. in thc- authorizations reported 
for 193$ was in cc .ctin 	th 

London- 	sc:' oar. c -  '.• c 	:ist'uct:i work authcri7od Th Liidon was 
$708,lo, or25.4 	lees Uha ;e 1937 ±igur' of $9)9790 some 29 p.c. of this 
total represented redden al bui1dng. as cump.ared with about 39 p.c in the preced.- 
ing year, when he const.'uccn i:t 	•.'J.r'g h.:id been xoorc activer In 193 	the value 
of the authozit:.: fL. Li.5 : 	u:.ing as $206050. comparl with $372,900 
in 1937- 

New 	ij!c c 	i.e' .d poits for dwellings valued at $690482 , 
compared with $5.l7l5 in l7, and  369215 in 1936. The author.sations for dwell-
ings during 193. ($$5.095)  ware higher in value than in l937 in the year d.er 
review, they constituted. 55.$ p.0  of the total, as compared with 577 p.c. in 1937. 

Kitcher.er,- The peri!ts granted in itrhener were for building estimated to cost 
$615,092, as againet It90 1, 21VT in the rocod&ng year0 The 1938 total, however, was 
higher than in any other year since 1930. Noarly 47 pc, of the authorizations was 
for houses or apartments, a rather larger proportion than that of 39 p.c. in 1937- 

Port Williarn.- The bui1dth andertaken in 1938 was valued at $542,553, an 
increase over that cf $495.$0 ruortod in i97: the total was also higher than in 
any other year SiflCC 1930. except 1934.  Thex1to issued for dwellings represented 
building estimated at $1511  200, as compared with $107500 in 1937; the 193$ figure 
constituted. some 2$.11. p.c of the to.a1 for building of all kinds authorized last year. 
In 1937, this proportion had been 22 p.c0 

Wesnount.-. The vaiue of the construction 'undertaken in 193$ by Westmount,at 
$515,077. was 6 .3 p.c. less than the figure for the preceding year. Some 80 p.00 of 
last year's total as earmarL'.ed or iouc and apartments, compared with about 74 p.c. 
in 1937- 

The Re,.na aggregate of $4.777$0 exceeded by three P.C. the 1937 total of 
$464,O41. Last years fig-are was also larger than that of $358.965 in 1936. About 
14 P.C. of the authorisations in the ycat' under review rspreented residential building, 
coiared with approimatsly 10 s.c. in 1937 

Chatham.- DurIng 1939,  building estimated, to cost $4.7l 156 was authorized in 
Chatham; this total was su'bstantiaJ.ly higher than that of $192,050 reported in 1937 and 
also exceeded the figure for any prceding year since 1931, Of the 193$ aggregate, 
$145,709, or 30.9 p.c. was caxarked ffor dwellings, as compared with $84,1 140 in 1937- 
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Saskatoon.- The estimated cost of the building for which permits were taken out in 

193 was $4 148,885, being an increase of 79.6 p.c. over 1937 figure, while it was also 
higher than in any year in the erio& 1933-1936. The value of the residential build-
ing authorized was lowe at $3)4,25. compared with $46,46! in 193 7- 

Peterborough.- The municipality reported that the estimated cost of the con-
struction work undertaken in 193 was $42614; this was considerably larger than the 
total of $199,686 in the preeeding twelve mnths and also exceeded the figure for any 
other year since 1930-  The vaiu of the dwellings authorized was $160,950, compared 
with $79,950  in 1937. 

y.- The value of the building undertaken in Sydney ($396,084) was higher than 
in any other year since 1922, beii.g 1O5 p.c groater than in 1937 Of last year's 
total, some 52 p.c. Was earmarkel fr :'ssidential building; that class of construction 
work was valued at $20]4,125, conpared. with $130?900  in the precedjng yearn 

ingston.- The ant±cipatad cost of the building authorized in Kingston was $392 ,733, 
an increase of 	p.c. over the .937 total of $360629. In that city, the permits 
issued in 1938 in connection vi.th residential building constituted over 58 p.c. of the 
total value, compared with seie 76 pcc. in the year before; the estimated value of the 
dwellings authorized, at $22962-L 	s a'.so lower than that of $273069  reported in 
1937- 

St. Catharines.- 	loi buil1g vaiue at $367,405  were reported in the 
year under review by st Oatharins ;  ,.hose total in the preceding year had been $793,227; 
there was therefore a decrease of 53.7 p.c. in this comparison. Residential and other 
building work was a;aieter than in 1937 the former accounted for 40 p.c. of the 
aggregate for the year und: rebiew ;  as ccrnared with 22 p.c. in 1937- 

Sault Ste. Marie.- The cenctnction permits taken nut in Sault Ste. Marie during 
1938 represented work estimated at $3L3 r 315, as compared with $355950 in 1937; with 
this exception, last ycars aggregate was greater than in any other year since 193 1 - 
Almost 55 p.c. of the 1938 auth ztiois as fo dwellings, the anticipated cost of 
which was $187,280, comparod v:ti $?16 ? 697 in the preceding twelve months, when this 
class of building constitutci cve;c 	c of the total value of the construction 
authorized. 

The cities report:ng inc:cas 	.:i he va.0 of the building represented by the con- 
stru.ctioh permits granted during 198 as compared, with the preceding years were as 
follows:- Sydney, Moncton, Montreal, Quebec, Three Rivers, Brantford, Chatham , Fort 
Wil1i, Guelph. Hamilton,Ingston Niagara Falls, Ottawa, Owen Sound, Peterborough, 
Port Arthur, St. Thomas, St. Boniface flegina Saskatoon, Calgary, Edmonton, Kamloops, 
New Westminster, Prince Rupert. 7t1couver r  1orth Vcouver and Victoria. Thus,in 28 
of the 58 centres, the buildig reprosentd by construction permits taken out during 
the year under review had a h±ghor 'a1uation than in 1937. 

BTJILD.[NG IiCTTVITIES BY MONTHS. 

The building authorizations in October - $9.51L8,687 — were higher in value than 
in any other month of last year. May taking second place with $6,599,318.  In 1937, 
the greatest aggregate. (viz. $6,667,239)  was reported in March. 	The monthly totals 
reported by the 58 centres during 1938 are given below:.. 
January 	......... $1859,181 May 	. ....... $6.59,3l8  September..... $5,285,997 
February........ 236402 June........ 65777U• October ....... 9,548,687 
March 	........... 356l ; 5i7 July 	....... 6l14,8#3 November..... 6 4,702,337 
April 	.......s... 89O67 5829984 December...... 3, )4.S2,915 

BUILDING AGTIVIIES BY TYPES OF BUILDINGS. 

Fifty-four cities furnished detailed statements showing that they had issued 
6,488 permits for dwellings estimated to cost about $23.073,597, and approximately 
26,000 permits for other r11  :.gs at a proposed cost of over $38,560,800, while 
engineering projects valued, at about V,555,600  were also reported during 1938. The 
average estimated cost per dwelling was therefore approximately $3..094, while the 
average expenditure for other bu:.ldngs was abo,x'r, $1483, 	The foiaer category 
includes houses and aparients and in many but not all cases, repairs and alterations. 
Permits for garages frequently cnstitute a large proportion of the total number of 
building other than residential, but in most cases have a low valuation. During 1937, 
6,138 permits were granted for dv7eJ.11llgs at a proposed cost of $1751,200, an average 
of about $2,956; some 21,000 poirnits were also issued for other buildings valued at 
$30,503,000, giving a mean of approximately $01.50 per building. There were also some 
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engineering projects undertaken, estimated, to cost $791,O94. 

Table 14  shows for the centres furnishing such detail, the annual value of the 
dwellings for which construction permits were granted, during the last six years; the 
figures include houses, apartments, conversion from one-family to twe-or-more family 
dwellings, and in many but not all cities, repairs and alterations thereto. 	The 
disparity between the number and value of the authorizations in the same year, and 
between any two of the six years, is no doubt largely due to whether one-family houses, 
apartments or repairs and alterations predominate in the record, for the year. 

The continued benefits of the National Housing Act and the G'overnment Home 
Improvement Plan are shown in an increase of 12.14 p.c. in the value of the residential 
building authorized by 56 cities during the year under review as compared. with 1937- 
The 193$ total was also higher than in any other year since 1931. 

Increases in the value of the residential building authorized in 193$ as compared 
with 1937 were reported in the following cities:- Sydney, Moncton, quebec, Montreal, 
Sherbroolce, Westmount, Brantford, Chatham, Port William, Galt, Hamilton, Oshawa, 
Ottawa, Owen Sound, Peterborough, Port Arthur, St. Thomas, Sarnia, York and East York 
Townships, Winnipeg, Regina, Calgary, Lethbridge, Nanaimo, New Westminster, Prince 
Rupert, V.ncouver, North Vancouver and Victcria 

The following shows for 1933 the city distribution of the projects classed as 
engineering: - 

City 	Value 

Moncton .................. 	$ 	149,217 
rantford 	................ 3,829 

Fort 	William 	............ 10 0 000 
Peterborough 	............ 162,000 
Port Arthur 	.. 	....... 269,000 
St. 	Boniface 	............ 61,590 
Vancouver 	............... 1,000,000 

BUILDING ACTIVITIES IN 35 CITIES, WITH COMPARISONS FROM  1919. 

The value of the building permits taken out in the 35 cities originally used in 
these compilations was 514,532,781, as mmpared with $149,6914,947 in 1937; this was an 
increase of 9.7 P.C., a slightly larger proportionate gain than was shown by the 
aggregate for the 58 cities, viz.. 89 p.c. The 1938 total was greater than in any 
other year since 193 1 s The proportion of the permits issued in these 35 cities to the 
grand total was 897 p.c, in 1938c, 

It should be noted that the figures for the 35 centres for the years since 1920 
have been revised to include the annual aggregates for East Windsor, Sandwich and 
Walkrvil1e, amalgamated with Windsor in 1935, and for Foint Grey and South Vancouver, 
which were amalgamated with Vancouver as from January 1, 1929, to form the municipality 
of Greater Vancouver. Figures for these centres are not available prior to 1920, so 
that comparisons with the years. 1910-1919, are affected to some extent. 

As already mentioned,, the indexcf wholesale prices of building materials con-
tinued below the average for the years since 1910. Wage rates during 193$ were slight 
ly higher than in recent years, although they were lower than in other years since 1924. 

Table 2 gives, by provinces, the value of the building permits issued in the 
35 cities since 1919. 

BUILDING ACTIVITIES IN THE FOUR LARGEST CITIES, WITH COMPARISONS FROM 1919. 
The value of the building represented, by the permits issued in Montreal, Toronto, 

Winnipeg and Vancouver aggregated $28,951,023, an increase of two p.c. over the 1937 
total of $2$,389,2214. Montreal and Vancouver showed, a gain in this comparison, but in 
Toronto and Winnipeg the 193$ figures were lower. The proportion of the building 
authorized, in these four municipalities to the aggregate for the 58 cities, was 147.6 p.c. compared with 50.8 P.C. in 1937- This proportion has varied up to 60.9 p.c. in 1931.  

When the estimated cost of the building authorized in the "satellite 	tjgt in 
the immediate vicinity of the four leading cities is added, the value of the building 
work represented by the permits issued in these metropolitan areas was $32,151,495;thjs 
was an increase of 2.5 p.c. as compared with the 1937 aggregate of $31,352,903. 
1913. Table 3 is a record, of building permits issued in the four largest cities since 
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Table 1.- Estimated. Cost of Building Work as Indicated by the Value of Building Permits 

issued by 58 Cities. 
C I t I e 8 1938 1937 1936 1935 1934 

- --- _ 
P.EI.- Charlottetown 92,210 140,170 154,1455 168,395 87,310 
Nova Scotia 1,897,641 1,929,025 1,320,202 1,619,097 835, 672 

• Halifax 1 1 1420,1142 1, 14S3,326 1,103,988 1,5)45,82)4 749, 1428 
New Glasgow 81, 1415 86,135 36,818 18 0 855 11,252 

• Sydney 396,08 14 514,56)4 179,396 514,1418 74,992 
New Brunswick 631,966 602,163 1453,756 265,115 1 , 2 77,333 

Fredericton 118 9 230 126,400 142,220 19,325 142,775 
X Moncton 280,202 2114,608 100,292 106 : 261 978,223 
x Saint John 233,53 4  261,155 211 : 21414 139,529 256330 

Q,uebec 114,1451,635 11,271,918  10,011,608 10,207,383  5,9914,676 
• Montreal - x Ma,isonneuve 10,205, 1422 8,217,3)414 6,905,3 23 7,)455,436 14,098,025 
• Quebec 1,9145,961 915,119 816,835 2,141,695 1415 : 308 

Shawinigan Falls 2614,910 414,O80 126,175 52,137 31 84535 
• Sherbrooke 750,700  792,2140 278,700 31 14,1450 130,060 
• Three Rivers 769,565 383. 1417 1,528,197 55,555 14657765 
• Weetmount 515,077 549,718 356,378 188,110 700,983 

Ontario 25, 1424 ,507 28,156,707 19,256,177 23,847,536  114,351,380 
Belleville 119,340 150,395 85,065 145,602 76,1455 

x Brantford 273,563 270,003 161,602 272,6148 283,586 
Chatham 1471, 156 192.050 156,345 108,931 55,200 

x Fort William 5142,553 1495,880 207,500 152, 1450 621,700 
Gait 2 86,730 369,1458 141,226 388,688 135,006 

x Guelph 152,778 138,267 100 2 200 273,608 110,078 
x Hamilton 2 ,3 25,908  1,694.189 1,1466,906 1,887,622 772,535 
x Kingston 392.733 360,629 253,398 213.929 141,398 
x Kitchener 615,092 891,247 1449,123 589,325 23)4 7 14)49 
x London 708,1140 9)19,790 672 ,714 5 1,835,110 671,840 

Niagara Falls 3 2 6,9 19 2146,1436 141,258 92.057 73,5140 
Oshawa 103,085 218,760 108,022 125,300 50,970 

x Ottawa 5,188,059 2,325,)445  1,781,555 14,085,140 1 ,257, 000  
Owen Sound 176,961 56,8147 173,1410 148,727 23,885 

x Peterborough 1426,1)414 199,686 269,154 195,588 1119,238 
x Port Arthur 7147,14)4)4 708, 143 212,671 163,971 101,807 
x Stratford 75,687 114,o4 53,105 50,227 53,095 
x St 	Catharines 367.1405 793,227 823,398 238,694 151,6)48 
x Sti 	Thomas 189,296 52,106 79,5)45 128,350 142,261 

Sarnia 173,752 192.830 123,229 137,052 127,203 
Sault Ste, Marie 3)43,3)45 355,950 22 6,3 140  131,320 257,3140 

x Toronto 8,535,1401 11,258.900 8,182799 10,005, 1455 7)496933 
York & Zast York Townships 1,536,720  2,011 ? 624 2,339,825 1,660,131 899,792 

Welland 146,663 231,1429 107,645 714.509 108,326 
x Windsor 970,948 3,5214,699 703,970 709.3 014  385,352 

Riverside 99,330 109.605 29,810 11 7 1475 3,100 
Woodstock 129,355 214.O65 20 6,3 21  102,223 67,593 

Manitoba 3, 073,375 2,543,559 1,559,9140 2,9145,175 S3 r 0148 
• Brand.on 149,535 57,310 55,21]. 111,235 1414,758 

St, Boniface 1 ,037, 190 334,149 97,279 110,5 140 so,, 614o 
• Winnipeg 1,985,900 2,152 : 100 1,1407,1450 2,723, 1400  7071650 

Saskatchewan 972,707 905,029 640,739 1,029..8514 722,108 
K Moose Jaw 146,042 191.087 57.818 252,260 350,587 
x Regina 1477,780 146)4,o4i 358,966  632,9144 291,696 
x Saskatoon 14148,885 249,901 223,955 11414,650 79,725 

Alberta 3,930,553 1,828,377 1,966,556  1,686,1457 1,262, 1407 
• Calgary 911,311 667,809 8145,287 8714,286 687,0914 
• .dmonton 2,806,340 865,560 895, 144O 676,535 1479,108 

Lethbrid.ge 203,117 232,298 200,14114 118,1442 70,110 
Medicine Hat 9,785 62,710 25,1415 17,19 14 26,095 

ritish Columbia 10,3142,938 8,1468,051 5,962,260 14,791,611 2,093-59 0  
Kamloops 67,872 58,277 78,735 69,652 34,201 
Nanaimo 110,895 231,602 166,378 36,856 149,541 

7. New Westminster 690,182 541.715 369,215 210,1490 77,695 
Prince Rupert 274,086 146,6914 63,940 143,235 66,1420 

• Vancouver 8,2214,300 6,7 60,8O 14,5)41,5)45 3,892,665 1.419,916 
North Vancouver 111,1485 68.188 57,929 20,250 1)4,505 

• Victoria 8760,65814,518 518 3212 
Total 	- 	. 58 Cities 60,817,332 55, 844 ,999 141,325,593 146,560,523 27.1457524 
Total :__..Qiies 54,532  ,781 ,694.8)4736,3J7,1439 142,, 627 24,911,,13O 
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Table 1.-Estimated. Cost of Thxild.ing Work as indicated by the Value of Building Pernilts 

issued by S_Cities.(Continued)  
C 	t i e a — 	— 1933 1 1932 193]. 1930 1929 

$- $ -$ 
P.E.I.-Charlottetown 115200 57.OQG .- 15000 20,000 
Nova Scotia 655294 1,109.753 37 17 4 90 3564,302 5,74S22 
• Halifaz 59,909 93319 296498 313)45 5209,2)45 
New Glasgow 23o60 5,90 107,165 141,250 305370 

• Sydney 33,325 1l4C)4i 1CCS3O 23L7O7 233.667 
New Brunswick 39)4511l. 4,}434. 17)4.62 3,O3614 2O37,934 

Fredericton 85,115 lS 1 5OO 14295 4020 23.500 
I Moncton ]).t3 1 093 164395 :3;;5l50 56 r 27 76369 
x Saint John l66306 1415539 1 .2573 1 7 20'5.77 1,2L.5..736 

Q.uebec 7, 005. , 77L1. 12 	67.S7 7.c)53S 1.!. )4&22420 579g#.J75 
• Montreal -x Maisonneuve 	5,64862 10.557 11 31.76.676 37.C)4.590 60.65 ; 92 
• Q.uebec 725 1479J465 4, c49 r  575 9.2..257 5. 68 	18., 

Shawinigan Fails 58,260 107,230 55.065 I63,5 ) O 770,618 
• Sherbrooke is6J400 229001 676350 312150 755240 
• Three Rivers 28.88 108.075 $1730 1,4S,065 
• Westmount 359116 26?70 7055 8  1.J7.941 3220,145 

Ontario 9,116 71L3  16 8S7 1 7bi )f4 37L5f 69 0-i- 	96 95 055 827 
ellevil1e 29.700 100705 221.990 33.2360 533.730 

• Brantford 171.783 1704 506 677 1.03 1 .957 73,387 
Chatham 8.72O 5b,215 201.365 82:.. ? 254 813 ; 560 

• Fort William 213i 1 00 294,100 1 .51..000 1227.300 1,,759,000 
Gait 101,256 8768 239. 022  294.901 5273 15 

• Guelph 109,665 152,835 221082 371.351 607,377 
• Hamilton 510,200 1,1421 . 300 5,026.050 6,291.100 7,00,320 
• Kingston 179,667 3149,039 P48, 11.99 1 , 056,98 6 908,900 
• Kitchener 1140,233 363 7  ous 62 	853 1,3114,232  1, 94.9  .351 
• London 551.l485 567.90 1.7116:900 2.7414735  2)406.900 
Niagara Falls 1*3 : 14145 163,266 15',019 io , 678  905.510 
Oshawa 49.035 141,3ILL 1146.375 195.1470 1.147S..090 

• Ottawa 916,C6 1.5149,515 3.1514,000 6.295.275  3,1403.333 
Owen Somd 39875 22,L1 81,975 132.003 529.5O 

• Peterborough 133,900 192,919 278.526 797995 618,278 
• Port Arthur 114.815 2814.437 3111.375 995.147 555,9145 
• Ztratford 71.662 50.053 104.535 4J)L,)410 3514, 
• St. Catharines 115.355 221,566 56,62b 6;.0.067 1)432,392 
• St. Thomas 94.863 144.955 139.640 180?7 172190 

Sarnia 63,8147 62..14014. 171,g3.8 633,899 1.021.962 
Sauit Ste. Marie 93,377 i142..60 1436.1147 589.773 762..059 

• Toronto 4,)415,510 7,862,69 22.002099 32,130,589 147,69876514 
York & East York Townships 	698,31 1 1,598,357 5.93.07 6,2140,993 9,8214,273 

Weliand 146.236 67.650 209,726 196,125 301,500 
• Windsor 76,8 142 921,4U3 609.773 3,330,138 8,620.1421 

Riverside 6,000 2,525 29,165 153,920 383,225 
Woodstock 72,915 86,933 1146,095 193,715 287,1456 

Manitoba 851,681 2.381, 1I.3Z 14.953.908 7,63 1, 623 12.007.695 
• 	Brand.on 146,821 33.03 286.613 197,2145 14014,3142 

St. Boniface 62,663 218,9 11.5 270.695 70. 625 553,103 
• 	Winnipeg 7142,200 2 , 1,29,400 14,396,600 6,653,750 11 ,050,250 Saskatchewan 529, 1497 2,37114110 3,790,002 9,11.14,287 16,950,228 
• 	Moose Jaw 1414.345 392,5l2 1473,0 147 1.G58'303 l,025i4714.  
• 	Regina 376,7 1 2 277.069 1.598. 1440 2.97L')411 1C,02,63l 
• 	Saskatoon 107,910 1.7O4,329 1,718,515 5,5114, 11. 140 5.932,123 

Alberta 9147,211.0 2,243,718 11.,70.1465 9,1460.834 17,953:321 
• 	Calgary 1149.917 9:1.7,868 1.9111.14,039 14,0514.394 11, 1417,111.14 
• 	Edmonton 428565 1,093..01t5 1.377,175 14,300,935 5,670 , 185 

Lethbrid,ge 514,398 192,150 1,2914.056 9L1.,830 559.392 
Medicine Hat 114,360 40,655 115. 195 120,705 306,600 

British Columbia 2 , 1 60,553 3,613,90 11,812,866 17718,514 27,187,087 
Kznloops 50,517 49)435 133,6112 205.235 2141.247 
Nanaimo 

x 	New Westhiinster 
3,356 56,269 145.350 117.,C53 112.940 
.11.,S30 137,712 580,321 553,990  1.011,629 

Prince Th.pert 23,32 7  514,230 156.)-1.93 1148.695 93,.8 
x 	Vancouver l,54,5}41 2,8514,206 10.066.25 14 .945 , 206 21,572,727 

North Vancouver 27,796 77.1455 914,025 150..073 292.515 
X 	Victoria 3140.36 
Total -. 58 Cities 21,776,496 42,319,97 112,222,845 165,379.325 234,91414,5149 

xTotal - 35 Cities 99Q.50_3 	05 101. 821.221 152 .404 .222 2111.,277J36 
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Table 1.- Estimated Cost of Building Work as indicated by the Value of Build.ing Permits 

C I t i a s 1928 1927 1926 1925 1924 

P.E.I.-Charlottetown 21800 31900 29O00 
Nova Scotia 3,078,176 1,840,6147 908,945 1,099,787 901,621 •  Halifax 2,L4,357 1,537,899 7614,1498 1,035,56)4 731,209 

New G1asgow 614,515 10,850 7,870 20,286 18,505 
• Sydney 205,304 291,898 136,77 143,937 151,907 

New Brunswick 1,262, 266 1,365,065 771,1421 986,325 1,1492,3614 
Fredericton 148,015 114,779 37,050 98,175 257,325 

• Moncton 270.813 736,110 3142,701 2014,620 101,774 
• Saint John 843, 1438 614,176 391.670 683,530 1,133,265 

quebec 149,933,504 58,320,532 42,167,440 35,186,268 142,562,336 
• 	Montreal-x Maisonneuve 	36,347.90l 45,200,&42 31,720,049 25,520,523 31,013,1419 
• quabec 5,710, 1)4 )4 6,360,165 3,939,281 3,274,371  7,331,8 146 

Sliawinigan Pails 11163,581 3147.835 315,760 38)4,925 229,377 
• $herbrooke 1,128.233 689,930 712,350 1 ,037, 110  529,878 
• Three Rivers 1,681,1450 2,332,500  1,14145,575 2,0614,L5 1,046,210 
• Westmoimt 3,902,195 3,389,260 14,03)4,1425 2,90 14,52)4 2,411, £o6 

Ontario 1014,777,566 79,883,3144 65,373,757 59,888,867 57,330,141 
Bellevilie 239,323 670,0 10 306,610 1914,725 195,000 

• Brantford 902,528 571,599 232,0 149 159,537 191, 1480 
Chatham 780,020 575, 08 7 591,650 193,858 352,329 

• Fort William 2,062000 1,209,1450 1,29 1 , 2 50  727,3 40 1,272,570 
Galt 181,023 181,185 108,723 1214,742 •  Guelph ~ 62,91578,581 

 1493,169 34 14,616 1426,6141 40143014 
x Hamilton 6,3142,100 3,837,150 3,128,950 2,675,830  3,309,800 
• ICingston 678,203 1420,1467 608 ; 532 1493,758 1,035,620 
• Kitchener 1,5214,625 1,272,632 1,100,111 1,5146,262 1,221,122 
• London 2,561,705 2,814,950 3.621,200 2,389,800 2,113,500 

Niagara Pall! 2,056,1415 1,517,510 1,50)4,000 1,1114,290 802,622 
Oshawa 3,015.070 5,255,188 1,01414.1oo 576,205 786985 

• Ottawa 5, 421 , 095 6,14146,045 3,101,748 14,9 142,327 2,540,699 
Owen Sound 262.375 330,350 154, 1450 536,970 161.125 

• Peterborouh 625.577 624.295 3142,757 272,637 1437,510 
• Port Arthur 5,292,5145 3,)L73,736 61,580 1402,1488 1,186,207 
x Stratford 224 ,1412 221,2514 ~90,915  1407,731 6141.619 
• St. Catharines 1,249,141 1,1 147.286 940.6142 666,962 713,638 
• St. Thomas 362,732 92,682 138,597 350,181 1614,026 

Sarnia 814,586 1,0614,1415 6oi,646 725,698 840,803 
Sault Ste. Marie 1402,1419 329,1461 235,766 2142,993 559,2145 

•  Toronto 51,607,188 31,274,876 26,029,58 14 25,797,196 23,926,028 
York & East York Townships8,210,380 6,o4i. 635 5,558,5 140 6,611,440 5,710,1400 

Welland. 309,866 1400,36)4 140)4,0)49 1214,320 178.880 
• Windsor 8,147,813 8,835,503 11,887,062 7,5149155  7,818,769 

RIverside 1496,1460 6214.3140 1455,630 600,750 1403,1450 
Woodstock 1447,602 158,867 12 6,53 8  86,050 237,668 

Manitoba 11,846,635 8,561,122 11,091,372 5,205,28 3, 867, 102 
• Brandon 42 9 , 130 230.252 227,5 1 6 76,579 270, 825 

St. Boniface 871,105 761,570 501,256 972,559 1418,377 
• WinnIpeg 10,547,1400 7,569,300  10,362,600 14,156,690 3,177,900 

Sas1tchewan 13,14)49,826 7,928,57)4 6,529,0141  2,531,380 2,856,190 
•  Moose Jaw 1 ,0714 ,078 1,230, 1489 268,326 2143,535 501,129 
• Regina 6,619,206 3,1482,090  14,2 142,511 1,208, 1403 ~39,78 5  
X Sas1toon 5,75 6 ,5)42  3,215,995 2,018,20)4 1,079,14142  115,276 

Alberta 10,292,579 5.398,691 14,115,317 2,862,260 3,695,604  
x. Calgary 6,302,1)42 2,330,131 1,999,0 148 1, 197,1475 1 ,03 1 , 420  
x Edmonton 3,3711.971 2,568,565 1,853,735 1,1481,890 2,305,095 

Lethbridge 1498,590 1438,6814 236,359 161 5 189 226,222 
Medicine Hat 116,876 61,311 26,175 21,706 132,867 

British Columbia 24 , 4 651 163 21,315,767 25,1400,314 17,24.6,852  13,8145,890 
arnloops 128,761 252,48S 187,269 99,105 163,861 
Nanaimo 145,269 211,065 77,1496 2 12,59 1  89,005 

• New Wesninster 1,928,3214 1,082,1114 749,169 704,263 321 0 1432 
Prince Rupert 176,8014 252,9140 187,1465 1,337,769 209,3 12 • Vancouver 19,1445,288 16,669,680 22,937,602 14 ,077,065 11,100,736 
North Vancouver 912780 322,739 5614,074 268,542 1,123,1441 

•  Victorta  87,3_2)47)41 
Total

- 5$ Citlea 219,105,715 18)4,613,7142 156,3 86,607 125,029,367 126 ,583, 1148  
xTotal 	

- 35 Cities 197,566,322 164j9,231 1)43,052,669 110,31 14,638 113,329,707 
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Table 1.-Estimated. Oøst of Building Work as indicated by the Value of Building Permits 

-- issued in 58 Cities LQo2). 
 

C I t I e s 1923 1922 1921 1920 
--- ------ " -r------ ------ ___ 

P.E.I-. Charlottetewn 50,200 81,500 138,200 53,200 
Nova ScotIa 739,646 2,416,02 11. 2 , 80 7,986  4,356,286 • 	Halifax 378,699 1,752,632 2,199,398 3, 1421,379 

New Glasgow 141,785 58,545 51,775 147,970 • 	5rdney 319,162 604 1 8147 556,813 886,937 
New Brunswick 1,0149,856 2,028,239 1,508,820 2,535,623 

Prederictorl, 305,895 283,197 234 ,800 298,650 
x 	Moncton 385,461 1,037,9)42 699,520 1,201,673 
x 	Saint John 358 ,500  707,100 574 ,500 1,035,300 
quebec 35,11.33,853 30,330,234 28,869,803 21,801,692 
• 	Monrea1 - x Maisenjeuve 	27, 125,863 21,132,586 21,291,273 114,067,609 
• 	quebec 14,786,933 5,397,566 3,695,397 2,301,1480 

Shawintgan Pails 12 14.990 124,1400 266,200 141,200 
• 	Sherbrooke 732, 100 712,000 753,900  3,265,538 
• 	Three Rivers 780,735 1 1 193,650 1,286,740 845,975 
• 	Westmount 1 ,933,232 1 ,770,032 1,576,293 1 1 179,890 
Ontario 74,673,080 81,396,259 59,315,845 58,636,365 

Belleville 54,825 254, 1400 119,700 73,250 • 	Brantford 615,686 14 65, 1420 )4O)4,1445 798,073 
Chatham 211.5,867 3 6 6,3 1 7 322,555 387,034 • 	Fort Wt11Im 1 , 1425, 130 1,1446,685 893,050 1,045,160 
Gait 135,631 731,707 501,771 291,760 • 	Guelph 571,148)4 964,808 1433,257 1494,158 • 	Hamilton 5,1452,930 14,928,1465 14,639,1450 14,3)40,220 

• 	Kingston 649,233 701,1495 591,515 1494,736 
• 	Kltchener 1,893,892 2,1461,321 932,050 1,277,595 • 	London 3,261,065 2,605,630 2,527,510 2,1146,305 

Niagara Falls 758,513 676,694 1,1145,539 1493,965 
Oshawa 1,923,110 1,155,130 329,1405 849,1496 • 	Ottawa 3,521,817 5,021,782 2,716,1409 3,305,172 Owen Sound 319,1450 196,1450 119,000 146,175 

• 	Peterboraugh 295,798 1439,154  5)41,75)4 939,700 • 	Port Arthur 2,640,321 1 , 1 67, 1429 113,509 2 1 6,350 • 	Stratford 509,272 700,527 276,089 14140,782 • 	3t. Catharinee 806,310 1 ,290 ,576 776,360 830,632 • 	St. Thomas 334,239 221,964 113,6)40 258,821 Sarnia 791,1470 880,260 1,331,337 742,265 
$ault Ste. Mart. 1401,032 583,813 896,920 1 9 034,290 

• 	Toronto 30,609,227 35, 237,925 23,878,2146 25,737,063 
York & East Yor'k Townships 	8,921,650 11 , 1 67,700 8,101,100 14,312,350 

Wellaud 206,105 362,371 1435,735 299,1420 • 	Windsor 7,6814,1490 6,902,015 7,012,520 7,390,665 
Pivereid.e 3314,9145 223,265 148,336 - 

Woodatock 309,588 2142,956 1114,593 290,928 Manitoba 5,177,1487 7,653, 1442 6,714,883 9,248,971 x 	Bran4on 183,0314 225,029 7149,190 1412,829 
St. Boniface 510,353 552 ,663 385,293 1465,992 x 	Winnipeg )4,)4814,ioo 6,875,750 5,580,1400 8,370,150 Saa1tchewan 2,1405,976 3,982,213 3,11.314,681 5,281,600 • 	Moose Jaw 289,398 379, 180  500,177 1,533,095 • 	Regina 1,264,030 1,78 14,1211. 2,160,038 2,597,920 • 	Saskatoon 

Alberta 
892,5148 1,318,909 7714, 1466 1,150,585 

2,597,987 5,723, 20)4  14,170,14146 6,1451,876 x 	Calgary 821,8140 3,102,700 2,298,800 2,906,100 x 	Edmonton 1,1488,670 1,563,696 3,231,955 Lethbrid.ge  25 8 ,570 2,R3,695 
 8 1 109 

 217,760 252,090 Medicine Hat 28,907 38,700 90,190 61,731 
British Columbia 11,3143,536 114,60)4,292 9,833,750 8,654 ,009 Kamloops 99,728 i)46,i6 237,820 90,288 Nanaimo 137607 85,981 93,273 78,294 • 	New Westminstei. 350,848 332,050 2614,870 

Prince Ru.pert 97,1148 314,1412 620,833 
~ 19,109  
05,189 • 	Vancouver 9,387,599 12,585,611 7,11.414,913 6,1403,851 

North Vancouver 220,5146 107,069 194,8714 149,706 • _Victoia - 	 - 1,050,1601,033,004 977L 1 , 207,572 Total - 	 58 Cities 133,521,621 1148,215,1407 116,7914,14114 117,019,622 xTotal- 35 Cities 
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Table 2. 	- Estimated Cost of Bui1din 	Work in the years 1919-1938,  by provinces, 	as indicated by Building 1ermits 
issued by 35 cities. 

1929 Provinces 
No. 

cities 1938 1937 1936 1935 193 4  1933 1932 193 1  1 930 

Nova Scotia (2) 1,816,226 1,842,890 1,283,384  1,600,242 824,420 632,234 1, 0 73, 863 3,067,815 3,423,052 5,442,912 

New Brunswick (2) 513,73 6  475,763 311,536 2,457,790 1 ,23 4 ,558  309,399 629,934 1,643,167 2 ,552 , 61 4 2,014,434 

Quebec (6) 14,186,725 10,857,838  9,885,433 10,155,246  5,810,141  6 ,9 47,514  1 2,360 , 648  37,550,519 45,755,668 57,213,557 

Ontario 1/ (15) 21,511,151 23,807,258 15,417,681 20,801,421 12,472,970 7,784,446 14,449,529 36,381,935 58,824,849 77,667,297 

Manitoba  2,035,985 2,209,410 1,462,661 2,834,635 752 , 408  789,021 2,162,488 4, 683,21 3 6,850,995 11,454,592 

Saskatchewan  972,707 905,029 640,739 1,029,854 722,108 529,497 2,374,440 3,790,002 9,544 ,2 8 7 1 6 ,950 ,22 8  

Alberta  3,717,651 1,533,369 1,740,727 1,550,821 1,166,202 878,482 2,010,913 3,321,214 8,355, 2 99 17,087,329 

British Columbia  9,778,600 8,063,290 5,595,278 4,621,618 1,928,623 2, 019,557 3,381,591 11,3 83,35 6  17,097,458 26,447,037 	'Z 

Total - 35 citiesl/ 54,532,781 49,694,847 36,337,439 42,839,627 24,911,430 19,890,150 38,443,40 6  101,821,221 152,404,222 214,277,3 86 

2/ Average weighted 
index numbers of 
wholesale prices 
of building 
materials 	90.0 	94.3 	853 	81.2 	82.6 	78.3 	77.2 	81.9 	90.9 	99.0 

3/ Average index 
numbers of wages 
in building trades 	169.4 	165.3 	160.8 	159.8 	154.8 	158.0 	178.2 	195.7 	203.2 	197.5 

1/ Includes East flindsor, Sandwich and Walkerville, amalgamated with iiindsor during 1935;  the totals from 1920 also include Point Grey and South 
Vancouver, amalgamated with Vancouver in 1929.  Figures for these centres are not av*ilable before 1920. 

2/ Compiled by Dominio.rt Bureau cif Statistics. Average 1926 = 100. 

3/ Compiled by Department of Labour. Average 1913 - 100. 
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Table 2. - Betirnated .0 ost of Building Work in the Years 1919 - 1938, byprovinces, as indicated by Building Permits 
issued by 35 cities 	(Concluded) 

1919 Provinces 1928 1927 19261/ 1925 1/ 1924 1/ 1923 i/ 1922 	./ 1921 1/ 1920 1/ 

$ 3 3 3 3 3 
Nova Scotia 	(2) 3,013,661 1,829,797 901,075 1,079,501 883,116 697,861 2,357,479 2,756 ,2 11 4,308,316 5,898,336 

New Brunswick 	(2) 1,114,251 1,350,286 734,371 888,150 1,235,039 713,961 1,745,042 1,274,020 2,236,973 2,671.,716 

Quebec 	(6) 48,769,923 57,970,697 41,851,680 34,801,343 42,332,959 35,358,863 30,205,834 2,603,603 21,660,492  15,166,851 

Ontario i/ 	(15) 87,364,469 62,735,094 52,209,593 48,772,845 46,976,892 60,270,894 64,555,196 45,849,804 49,715,432 40,584,834 

Manitoba 	(2) 10 ,975,530 7,800,552 10,590,116 4 ,233,269 3,448,725 4,667,134 7,100,779 6,329,590 8,782,979 3)046,54.1 

Saskatchewan 	(3) 13,449,826 7,928,574 6,529,041 2,531,380 2,856,190 2,405,976 3,982,213 3,434,681 5,281,600 3, 694,505 

Alberta 	(2) 9,677,113 4,898,696 3,852,783 2,679,365 3,336,515 2,310,510 5,440,809 3,862,496 6,138,055 3,143,346 
1/ 

British Colurnbia(3) 23,201,549 20,276,535 24,384,010 15,328,845 12,260,271 10,788,607 13,950,665 8,686,950 7,930,532 2,904,284 

Total - 35 cities 197,566,322 164,791,231 143,052,669 110,314,698 113,329,707 117,243,806 129,33 8 , 017 100,797,355 106,054,379 77, 1134 13 

2/ Average weighted 
index numbers of 
wholesale prices 
of building materials 97.1 96.1 100.0 102.9 106.6 111.9 108.7 122.8 144.0 117.3 

3/ Average index numbers 
of wages in building 
trades 185.6 179.3 172.1 170.4 169.1 166.4 162.5 170.5 180.9 148.2 

1/ Includes cast Windsor, Sandwich and Walkerville, amalgamated with Windsor during 1935;  the totals from 1920 also include Fcnt Grey and South 
Vancouver, amalgamated with Vancouver in 1929.  Figures for these centres are not available before 1920. 

2/ Compiled by Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Average 1926 - 100. 

3/ Compiled by Department of Labour. Average 1913 = 100. 
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Table 3, - Building Permits Issued by Four Largest Cities, Y1- 1 93 8  

C i t y 	1938 	1937 	1 93 6  1935 1934 1933 1 93 2  193 1  1930  1929 

$ 3 3 3 

Montreal 	10,205,422 	8, 21 7,344 	6,905,323 7,455,436 4,098,025 5,648,862 10,557,438 31,876,676 37,504,590 46,065,924 

Toronto 	8,535,401 	11,258,900 	8,182,799 10,005, 455 7,496,983 4, 415,510  7,862,693 22,002,099 32,130,589 47,698,654 

Winnipeg 1,985,900 2,152,100 1,407,450 2,723, 400  707,650 742,200 2,129,400 4,396,600 6,653,750 11,050,250 

Vancouver 8,224,300 6,760,880 4,641,545 3,892 ,665 1,418,816 1,564,541 2 ,854,206  10,066,425 14,645,206 21,57 2 ,7 2 7 

Total - 4 largest cities 28,951, 023 28,389,224 21,137,117 24,076,956 13,721,474 12,371,113 23,403,737 68,3 41 , 800  90 ,93 4 , 135 126,387,555 

Total - 35 cities 1/ 54,532,781 49,694,847 36,337,439 42,839,627 24,911,430 19,890,150 38,443,406 101,821,221 152,404,222 214,277,3 86  

Total - 58 cities 60,817,332 55,844,999 41,325,693 46,560,623 27,457,524 21,776,496 42,319,397 112,222,845 166,379,325 234,944,549 

Proportion of permits H 
issued in 4 largest 
cities to total for 
35 cities 53.1 57.1 58.2 56.2 55.1 62.1 60.8 67.1 59.7 59.0 

Proportion of permits 
issued in 4 largest 
cities to total for 
58 cities 	47.6 	50.8 	51.1 	51.7 	50.0 	56.8 	55.3 	60.9 	54.7 	53.8 

When the "satellite" cities in the immediate vicinity of the four leading cities are added, the proportion of the building in the four metropolitan 
areas to the total for the 58 cities is as follows:- 1938,  52.9 p.c.; 1937, 56.0 p.c.; 193 6 , 57.9 p.c.;  1935,  56.0 p.c.; 1934,  56.1 p.c.; 1933,  62.1 
p.c.; 1932,  60.5 p.c.; 1931, 67.2 p.c.;  1930,  60.0 p.c.; 1929, 59.7 p.c.; 1928, 60.2 p.c.; 1927,  60.0 p.c.; 1926, 64.9 p.c.; 1925, 63.5 p.c.; 1924, 

62.2 p.c.; 1923,  62.1 p.c.; 1922, 60.1 p.c.; 1921, 58.9 P.C. and 1920, 51.8 P.C. 

1/ Includes East Windsor, Sandwich and dalkerville, formerly given separately, but during 1935,  amalgamated with Windsor; the totals also include 
Point Grey and South Vancouver, amalgamated With Vancouver in 1929.  Figures for these centres are not available before 1920. 



Table 3. - Building Permits issued by Four Largest Cities, 1919 -1938 - (Concludsd) 

C i t y 	1928 	1927 	1926 	1925 	1924 	1923 	1922 	1921 	1920 	1919 

Proportion of permits 
issued in 4 largest 
cities to total for 
58 cities 

36,347,901 45,200,842 31,720,049 25,520 ,523 31,013,419 27,125,863 21,132,586 21,291,273 14,067,609 10,033,901 

51,607,188 31,274,876 26,029,584 25,797,196 23,926,028 30,609,227 35, 237,925 23,878,246 25,737,063 19,617,838 
10,547,400 	7,569,30 0  10,362,600 	4,156,690 	3,177,900 	4,484,100 	6,875,750 	5,580,400 	8,370,150 	2,948,000 

	

19,445,288 16,669,680 22,937,602 14,077,065 11,100,736 	9,387,599 12,585,611 	7,444,913 	6,403,851 	2,271,411 

117,947,777 100,714,698 91,049,835 6 9,551,474 69,218,083 71,606,789 75,831,872 58,194,832 54,578,673 34,871,150 

	

1/ 	 1/ 	1/ 	 1/ 1 97,566 ,322 164,791,231 143,052,669 110,314,698 113,329,707 117,243,806 129,338,017 100,797,355 106,054,379 77, 113,413 

2 19,105,715 184,613,742 156,386,607 125,029,367 126,583,148 1 33,52 1, 621 148,215,407 116,794,414 117,019,622 

	

59.7 	61.1 	63.6 	63.0 	61.1 	61.1 	58.6 	57.7 	51.5 	45.2 

	

53,8 	54.6 	58.2 	55,6 	54.7 	53.6 	51.2 	49.8 	46.6 

Mont real 

Toronto 

Winnipeg 

Vancouver 

Total - 4 largest cities 

Total - 35 cities 1/ 

Total - 58 cities 

Proportion of permits 
issued in 4 largest 
cities to total for 
35 cities 

'-4 
I-' 

i/ Includes East Windsor, Sandwich and Jalkerville, formerly given separately, but during 1 935, amalgaiated with Windsor; the totals also include 

Point Grey and S outh Vancouver, amalgamated with Vancouver in 1929. Figures for these centres are not available before 1920. 
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Table 14.-Value of Building Permits issued for the Construction of Dwellings and for 

Repairs and Improvements thereto, by 56 Cities. 

1 93 9 	-. . 1  911 ___--------- 
Estimated Estimated Estimated 
cost of cost of cost of 

C i t y No. 	of Bui:.ing No. of Building No. of Building 
permits Work permits Work permits Work 
issued authorized issued authorized issued authorized. 

$ $ 
Charlottwtown 141 64,860 147 107,765 38 109,120 
Halifax 151 916,400 200 1,189,600 180 922,300 
New Glasgow 11 12.1.50 7 16,800 3 10,000 
Sydney 92 204,125 70 130,900 58 56,3 140 
Predericton 2 10700 6 12,890 25 143,300 
Moncton 32 1214,125 30 122,350 13 33,900 
Saint John 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ 
Quebec 73 1470.300 142 2146,900 21 11414,300 
Montreal 1 7 1402 14 ,0677720 1,213 3,781,127 1 1 122 3,506,836 
Shawinigan Falls 106 241,595 92 311, 11-35 145 80,368 
Sherbrooke 122 374000 71 287,650 04 198,700 
Three Rivers iSo 198,650 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ 
Wesnount 36 410221 33 1409,093 15 223,000 
BellevIlle 15 251,750 19 149,950 11 20,900 
Brantford 58 173. 705 53 1140,600 25 81,700 
Chatham 57 1145 7 709 55 9)4,114Q 38 91, 1475 
Port William 65 154,200 47 107,500  144 108,300 
Gait 57 173,200 54 155,200 20 71,300 
Guelph 20 36,200 22 145,300 19 30,540 
Hamilton 246 740,250 1146 1480,500 139 1466, 600 
Kingston 139 229,6214 156 273,069 31 101,700 
Kitchener 73 288, 600 90 351,1450 63 197,300 
London 53 206,050 83 372,900 82 275,500 
Niagara Falls 7 31.800 8 33,1400 5 15,800 
Oshawa 30 567140 141 142,800 1414 148,825 
Ottawa 352 1,289.670 367 916,075 166 650 7 125 
Owen Sound 31 142,500 26 25.. 1 75 19 51,018 
Peterborough 57 160,950 32 79950 37 3.11,550 
Port Arthur 114$ 244 , 835 143 85,750 53 914,875 
Stratford 3 9,300 6 149,900 4 11,100 
St. Catharines 60 1148,725 614 173,630 55 178,890 
St. Thomas 79 99,525 67 32,8 147 29 18,595 
Sarnia 19 79,200 10 141,200 9 26,110 
Sault Ste. Marie $14. 187,280 14142 216,697 32 914,715 
Toronto 326 1,572,600 362 1,939,7140 1461 2,300,050 
York and East York 

Townships 257 1,266,100 250 1 9 176,300 3)49 1,880,1450 
Welland 28 78,603 1143 89,129 103 63,131 
Windsor 15 1414,1450 111. 109,700 11 62,100 
Riverside 20 56,950 1/ 1/  

Wood.stock 17 146,500 17 148,300 7 19,500 
St. Boniface 314 66 , 700 31 186,800 19 18,600 
Winnipeg 137 527, 1 50 105 399,800 58 205,500 
Moose Jaw 54 23.152 1/ 1/ 82 21,205 
Regina 28 68,1430 '1014 45,967 21 50,550 
Sas1toon 143 314,1425 68 146,1461 72 37,110 
Calgary 20 66,715 19 52,525 27 04,306 
Edmonton 125 267,950 120 303,830 511 123,000 
Lethbrid.ge 37 67,065 35 537775 27 69,720 
Medicine Hat 12 2,935 114 14,090 16 5,830 
Kaxnloops 1C 15,970 42 33,277 1/ 1/ 
Nanaimo 23 66,306 23 60,9114 141 73,1493 
New Westminster 184 385,095 204 312,535 168 233,590 
Prince Rupert 146 18,180 46 12,720 34 11,090 
Vancuver 1,197 3,1418535 858 2,1439.655 559 1,6014,800 
North Vancouver 214 53,235 11 19,100 9 17,500 
Victoria _jQL35 	30 10 . 37 2.33,25 - 
Total - 56 Cities 6,1455 20,073,597 6,138 17,851,211 14,666 15,070, 135 

1/ Fjg. 	not available. 



Table 14•-  Value of Building Permits issued for the Construction of Dwellings and for 
Repairs and Imp rovements thereto, by 	1_Cities_ConQ1 

1935 1j 4 1933 
Estimated. Estimated. Estimated 
cost of cost of cost of 

C I t y No. of Building No 	of Building No. of Building 
permits Work permits Work permits work 
issued authorized issued Authorized issued. authorized 

Charlottetown 58 
------------- --------------------------

93,391 12 18,400 5 15,500 
Halifax 121 455,730 101i. 422,000 $1 340,400 
New Olasgow 1/ 1/ 1 1,500 6 11,300 
Sydney 27 21, 1400 21 12,950 13 5,1470 
Pred.erlcton 14. 6,600 B 10,155 14 8,700 
Moncton S 20210 5 23,000 $ 16,000 
Saint John 39 142,835 37 27,924 73 33,680 
Q.uebeo 27 222,500 17 79,1400 33 150,000 
Montreal 906 2,158)43]4 407 1,979,735 456 1,806,040 
Shawinigan Falls 10 14 9 1475 6 11 9 850 15 12 9 200 
Sherbrooke 27 83,800 9 19,500 13 53,000 
Westmount 5 70,400 23 385,989 10 175,259 
Belleville 13 23,350 22 24,500 5 8,300 
Brantford 12 24,100 7 19,600 5 18,300 
Chatham 3 1,200 11 26,150 14 22,625 
Fort William 35 6o,1400 29 11.5,600 34 53,050 
Gait 4 11,900 6 11,500 16 143,000 
Guelph 27 50,300 17 36,850 27 32,250 
Hamilton 97 28 6,500 80 263,300 56 219,350 
Kingston 24 100,700 18 58 9 300 33 82,000 
Kitchener 66 279,500 141 118,375 18 54,40O 
London 62 226, 1150 70 251,800 69 237,500 
Niagara Falls 5 13,700 4 14,200 9 18,840 
Oshawa 18 20,000 10 13,650 8 8,700 
Ottawa 219 9)47,-1.5 140 14.72,210 276 373,3 00  
Owen Sound 16 16,1465 1/ 1/ 1/ 
Peterborough 16 8,085 14 35,500 11 21,550 
Port Arthur 147 ~7,6ao 38  23,125 31 23,670 
Stratford 1 6.300 14 8,700 5 22,700 
St. Catharines 29 71,600 25 55,900 19 41,500 
St. Thomas 10 3,670 32 10,966 27 20,897 
5arnia 10 29,600 7 24,500 3 
ault Ste. Marie 15 26,950 $ 15,600 18 10,870 
Toronto 580 2,61 14,1400 470 2,233,730 281 1,11.04,890 
York and East York 

Townships 214 1,1447,310 io4 548,100 106 303,250 
Welland. 83 28 3 109 70 37,126 5 21,700 
Windsor 17 12,635 10 14,650 5 3,807 
Woodstock 11 29,11.00 14 11,000 8 18,200 
St. Boniface 22 16,230 18 27,250 12 14,550 
Winnipeg 61 257,100 149 125,850 814 252,700 
Moose Jaw 146 18,090 27 12,962 2 1,975 
Regina 20 24,000 10 17,500 92 59,855 
Saskatoon 58 24,065 66 21,145 80 62,235 
Calgary 28 68,420 68 183,436 77 1 62 ,531  
dmonton 122 1814 : 975 134 223,130 84 185,600 

Lethbrid.ge 19 43525 16 23,750 9 12,100 
Medicine Hat U 1,777 19 11,)4)45 13 14 1 845 
Kamloops 1/ 1/ 1/ i/ if 1/ 
Nanaimo 7 12.800 6 6,500 2 5,200 
New Westminster $14 107,370 39 33,550 149 68,700 
Prince Rupert 148 13,182 6 8,100 7 7,200 
Vancouver 285 475,000 10 1460,000 666 5

14
6,3IT 

North Vancouver 14 3,800 5 7,250 3 ,300 
Victoria 25 69,350 33 79,750 144 122,225 

Total - 54 Cities 3,606 10,927,3 18 2,577 8,589,003 3,030 7,201,381 

if Figures not available. 


