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According to revised statements furnished to the Dominion Buresu of Statistics
by municipal officials, the value of the construction work for which building permits
were taken out in 58 cities was slightly lower in 1939 than in 1938, but with this
exception, last year's total was the highest since 1931. The estimated cost of the
bullding authorized in the year under review was $60,272,379; as compared with
$60,817,332 in 1938, this was a decline of $544,953, or 0.9 p.c., but there was an in-

CHART I.-AGGREGATE ANNUAL VALUE OF BUILDING REPRESENTED BY PERMITS ISSUED BY 58 CITIES
AND OF CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED THHOUGHOUT CANADA, 1925-1939. (Con-
struction contracts awarded taken from MacLean Building Review).
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crease of $4,427,380, or 7.9 p.c. as compared with the total of £55,844,999 reported
in 1937, when building in these centres was more active than in any of the five years
immediately preceding.

In the nineteen years, 1920-1938, the velue of the building authorized in the co-
operating municipalities was estimated, on the avercge, &t $112,469,391 annually, of
which the 1939 total constituted only some 53.6 p.c. In the first twelve years of this
period, the estimated cost of the construction work for which permits were teken out
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averaged $153,401,364. Beginning with 10Z2, there was & sharp decline in building
authorizations, &nd in the seven years to 1938, their average value was only $42,300,295;
the 1939 total exceeded this average by 42.5 p.c. While the inclusion of last year's
figure raises the annual averzge since 1931 to $44,546,805, this was little more than

29 p.c. of the avercge for the years, 1920-19%1, when building activity was, on the
whole, at a more normal level. The moderate improvement indicated in the construction
authorizations during the last two years has therefore had comparatively little effect
upon the reserve of building work accumulating in the 58 cities.

The wholesale prices of building materials in 1939 were fractionally higher, on
the average, than in 1938, and also exceeded those for any other year since 1930 except
1937. They were, however, lower than in the period, 1920-1930, being also below the
average for the nineteen years ending with 1938. The index of wholesale prices of con-
atruction materials, as calculated in the Internal Trade Branch of the Dominion Bureau
of Statistics on the 1926 average as 100, averaged 89.7 in the year under review, &s
compared with 89.1 in 1938, while the average index in the years, 1920-1938,was 97.4.
The cost of building labour in 1939 was also slightly higher than in the preceding year,
according to the Labour Department's index of wage rates, based on the 1913 average as
100, This index wes 170.7 last year, compared with 169.4 in 1938. During the twenty
years for which building permit figures are available for the 58 centres, the maximum
wages index was 203.2 in 1930, while the minimum was in 1913, the basic year.

In 1939, the 58 cities reported that the work authorized in connection with dwell-
ings was valued at $21,657,273, an increase of 41,583,676, or 7.9 p.c., as compared
with the 1938 total of $20,073,597; this advance was not so pronounced as that of 12.4
p.c. recorded in 1938 over 1937. There was & decline in the number of permits issued
for new construction or for repairs and alterations to houses and apartiments, but the
everage value of the building represented by the individual permit advanced from approx-
imately $3,095 in 1938 to $3,553 in 1939.

The MacLean Building Review mekes a monthly tabulation of the value of construction
contracts awarded throughout the Dominion; during 1939, the total was $187,178,500,
compared with $187,277,900 in 1938, $224,056,700 in 1937, $162,588,000 in 1936,
$160,305,000 in 1935, $125,811,500 in 1934, $97,289,800 in 1933, $132,872,400 in 1932
and $315,482,000 in 1931. This record shows that construction reached its meximum
activity in 1929, when the contracts zwerded were velued at $576,651,800, while the
minimum was in 1933, the contracts let then amounting to not guite LT v of tha IR0
figure. The decline from 1938 in the MacLean's estimate of construction work contract-
ed for in 1939 was .05 p.c.; last year's total was also lower then in 1937, but was
otherwise the highest since 1931, As already stated, the velue of the building represent-
ed by the permits teken out in 58 cities in 1939 was 0.9 p.c. lower than in 1938, but
with this exception was highest since 1931.

The building authorized by the 58 centres in 1939 constituted 32.2 p.c. of the
total value of construction contracts awarced throughout the Dominion, & proportion very
similar to that of 32.5 p.c. in 1938. The percentages in the last few years have been
lower than in any other of the nineteen for which figures for the 58 cities are available.
In 1921, when these centres reported their highest proportion of the total building work
in the country, the percentage was 48.6, while the average ratio in the years,1920-1939,
was 39.2 p.C.

The chert on the first page of this report shows the value of building in Canada
annually since 1925, while Chart 2 depicts the value of the building authorized monthly
by 58 cities during the period, 1929-1939. The pronounced falling-off in building
operations in the last few years from the high level of 1929, together with the partiel
recovery in 1938 and 1939 from the low levels in the immedieately preceding years, are
illustrated by these curves.

The table on the next page gives the velue of the building authorized by the 58
co-operating cities during the twenty years for which data are now available. In Tablel,
at the end of this Review, are given the annual figures for each of the 58 centres, the
35 cities for which dete are avzilable since 1910 being indicated by an "x".

The following table shows that the velue of the building represented by the permits
issued during lest year was slightly smaller than in 1938, but with this exception was
greater then any other year since 1931. Howcver, construction in the cities generally

continued inictive, the 1939 total, as alreedy stated, smounting only to 53.6 p.c. of
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BUILDING ACTIVITIES IN 58 CITIES, BY PROVINCES, WITH COMPARISONS

FROM 1920.

During 1939, the velue of the authorized builcing was higher than in 1938 in
Princes Edwerd Island, New Brunswick, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba ané Saskatchewsn, while
in Nove Scotia, Alberta and British Columbie, the co-operating citles showed declines.
The largest cctusl geain, amounting to $1,118,596, was in Ontario, while the greatest
proportionate increase was that of 69.2 p.c. in New Brunswick.

MARITIME PROVINCES.- In Nova Scotia, permits were issued for construction work
estimeted to cost $1,562,125, a decrease of $335,516, or 17.7 p.c., from the preceding
year; the 1939 total was also lower thon in 1937, but was higher than in 1936. New
Brunswick recorded en increase of $437,145, or 69.2 p.c. in the value of building
authorized &s compareC with 1938; last year's total of €1,069,111 wes also greater than
in 1937, 1936 or 1935. In Charlottetown, (the only city in Prince Edward Island in-
cluded in this record), the authorizations amounted to $133,788, as compared with
$92,210 in the preceding year. The cities in the three Maritime Provinces together
reported 4.6 p.c. of the totel value of the permits issued by the 58 centres, & pro-
portion slightly higher than thet of L8 p. 6, 172968

WUEBEC.- The aggregate for Quebec, $14,796,421, wes higher by $344,786,or 2.4 p.c.,
then in 1938, cnd elso considerably exceeded that in eny other year since 1931. The
s8ix cities mcking returns in that province reported 24.5 p.c. of the total velue of
building euthorized by the 58 cities, as compared with 23.% p.c. In 1068,

ONTARIO.- The value of the building represented by the permits grented in Onterio
cities during 1939 stood at $26,543,103, being larger by $1,118,596, or 4.4 p.c.,than
in the preceding twelve months, when the construction work undertsken wes estimated et
$25,424,507. The 1939 totzl exceeded thet reported in any earlier yeer since 1931,
except 1937. Onterio's proportion of the eatimated cost of construction work underteken
in the larger cities during 1939 was 44.0 p.c., &8 compared with 41.8 p.c. in the pre-
ceding yesr, and 50.4 in 1937.

PRAIRIE PROVINCES.- Building in Menitobe wes at & slightly higher level than in
the preceding year. The permits iscued were for buildings velued ut $3,097,593; as.
compered with $3,073,175 in 1938, this was un increcse of 0.8 p.c. The aggregate for
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1939 was the largest since th:at for 1931. In Sasketchewan, the building cuthorizetions
were higher by 27.2 p.c. then in 1938, and were elso greater than in any preceding year
gince 1932. The 1939 aggregate wos $1,237,633, compered with $372,707 in the preceding
twelve months, and $905,029 in 1937; when building in the three co-operating cities in
the province reached its highest level, in 1929, the total was $16,950,228. Alberte
showed & decreese of 18.6 p.c. &s compared with 1938, but the 1939 total of $3,198,979
was higher than in cny other year since 1931. The proportion of permits issued in the
Prairie Provinces to the totel for the 58 municipalities was 12.5 p.c., a5 compared with
Sk p.c. in 1938.

BRITISH COLUMBIA.- The British Columbie cggregate of $8,633,626 for the seven
centres included,was 16.5 p.c. lower than in 1938, but was larger than in any other
year since }931. The cities in that province reported 14.3 p.c. of the total velue of
the permits taken out in the 58 centres, as compzred with 17 p.c. in the preceding year.

COMPARATIVE BUILDING ACTIVITIES IN LEADING CITIES.

Statistics of building permits issued by 58 cities since 1919 are given in Table 1,
while Table 3 is a2 record for the four largest centres in the last twenty years. Follow-
ing are brief stactements regzrding the building authorized during 1939 in the four
largest cities, and in other municipelitics vhere the construction work represented by
the permits granted in the year under review was estimated to cést §300,000 and over;
the cities in this category are given in descending order of the value of their 1839
euthorizations.

Building in the Four Largest Centres.

Montreal.- The enticipeted cost of the building for which permits were issued by
Montreal was $9,253,506, & Cecrecse of 9.3 p.c. &5 compzred with the 1938 authorizations
of $10,205,422; however, with this exception, the 1239 totel wes higher then in any
other year since 1932. Approximctely 54 p.c. of the eggregete for last yeer represent-
ed residentiel building, ¢s compared with almost 40 p.c. in the preceding year; the
aggregate velue of such euthorizations during 1939 - $5,027,990 - compared favourably
with the totzl of $4,067,720 reported for dwellings in 1938. The permits issued for
industrial end other buildings indicezted a lower valuation, emounting to $4,225,516,

&s compered with $6,137,702 in 1938. If the Westmount zuthorizetions, $379,363, are
edded to the Montreal total, those adjoining centres together reported sixteen p.c. of
the aggregate of estimcted building in the 58 cities; this proportion was lower than
that of 17.6 in 1938.

Toronto.- During 1939, there was on incresse of 1,778,542, or 20.8 p.c.,in the
Toronto building authorizations, which were valued at $10,313,943, es ageinst $8,535,401
in 1938. Only 12.5 p.c. of the construction undertaken in 1939 was listed &s residentisal,
as compared with 18 p.c. in 1938 end 17 p.c. in 1937. The velue of the dwellings for
which permits were tecken out in 1939 wes $1,292,200, showing a decline as compcred with
the 1938 totel of $1,572,600; on the other hand, there was &n improvement in non-
residentiel building, which wes velued at $9,020,743, as compered with $6,962,801 in
the preceding yeer. In the adjoining residential suburban creas of York und East York
Townships, over 80 p.c. of the value of the permits issued was for dwellings, as com-
pared with the 1938 proportion of 82 p.c. These centres reported permits valued &t
$2,042,613, an increase as compared with the 1938 total of $1,536,720. Toronto, York
and Eest York Townships together acccunted for 20.5 p.c. of the aggregate velue of the
building authorized by the 58 cities during 1939; in the preceding year, this pro-
portion had been lower, at 16.6 p.c.

Winnipeg.- There was an increzse from 1938 in building in Winnipeg, where the
estimzted cost of the work undertaken in 1939 was $2,584,050; as compared with $1,985,300
in the preceding year, this was & gein of 30.1 p.c. The 1939 totel wes &lso higher than
in 1936 or 1937. In the azdjecent city of St. Boniface, the value of the construction
work represented by the permits teken out was $439,003, & decrease of $598,187 from the
exceptionelly large aggregete of $1,037,190 in 1938. On the whole, building in the
Winnipeg metropolitan srea w:s in much the seme volume in 1939 as in the preceding year,
when the authorizstions wmounted to 33,023,090, compered with $3,023,053 in 1939. Non-
residential building constituted scme 71 p.c. of the Winnipeg totzl for 1939, as
agzinst 73 p.c. in 1938 end 81 p.c. in 1937, while the proportion of non-residential
building in St. Bonifuce was 52.5 p.c. in 1932, compered with 93.6 p.c. in 1938. These
two centres together meported five p.c. of the estimate of building of &ll clesses in
the 58 citizs in 1939, « proportion that wes the same zs in 1938.

Vancouver.- The municipality of Grecter Vancouver suthorized building valued at
$6,283,796; 2s compared with the 1938 totzl of £8,224,300, this was a reduction of
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$1,940,504, or 23.6 p.c. The zggregate for 1935 wus zlso lower then in 1937, but was
higher then in 1935 or 1936. Norti Vancouver, & short distance from Vencouver, granted
permits for buildings estimated to cost $103,995, & decrease from the totzl of $111,485
in the preceding year. The metropolitan areus of Vencouver reported authorizations
valued £t $6,387,791 in 1939, or 10.6 p.c. of the aggregate for the 58 citles; this

was rother lower than the 1938 proportion, which hed been 13.7 p.c. of the totel.

Building in Other Cities.

The Quebec City authorizections cuounted to 42,493,572, compared with $1,945,961
in 1933. This was zn edvence of $547,611, or 28.1 p.c. The value of the construction
represented by the permits taken out in the year under review was glso higher then in
1937, or eny preceding year since 1931. Only some 24.4 p.c. of the 1929 value
represented work in connection with dwellings; in 1938, this proportion had also been
24 p.c. However, the number of permits isisued for residential building &nd the velue
of the work renresented therein, were higher in 1929 then in the preceding year, when
the suthorizations for this cless of building emounted to $470,300, compcred with
$607,400 in the yeer under review.

Hemilton.- The estimated cost of building undertaken in Hamilton during 1939 weas
$2,265,265. This was 2.6 p.c. lower than the 1938 totel of $2,325,908, but was higher
than in eny of the six preceding years. Of the building authorized iﬂ khe year under
review, 42.9 p.c. was for residential building, 28 compared with 31.871n'1938, and 28
in 1937. During 1939, the 350 permits issued in connection with dwellings authorized
work valued et $971,890, en increase of 31.3 p.c. over the 1938 total of $740,250. The
average value of the work represented per permit wes $2,777, es compared with the
average veluation of $3,009 in 1938 and £3,291 in 1837.

«C.
i

The Ottawz permits, valued at §2,050,656, indiczted & decidedly smeller volume of
building then in 1938, when the estimuted cost of construction work was $5,188,059;
last year's total was also lower than in 1937. Residential building accounted for
48.5 p.c. of the 1939 zuthorizations, &s compared with 24.9 p.c. in 1938. The total
velue of the dwellings for which permits were taken out in 1939, at $995,050, was 22.8
p.c. lower then in 1938, but was higher than in eny of the immediately preceding years.

York and East York Townships, elready mentioned in connection with Toronto, report-
ed that the permits granted represented building estimated at $2,042,613, en increase
of $505,893, or 32.9 p.c. from the 1938 total of $1,536,720. The value of the residential
building authorized was $1,639,700, a figure rather higher than that of $1,266,100 in
1938; the former constituted ower 80 p.c. cf the 1939 eggregate.

London.~ The estimeted cost of construction work authorized in London during 1939
was greater than in any other year since 1530; standing at $1,895,870, the figure was
167.7 p.c. higher than that of $708,140 in 1938. Some 28 p.c. of last year's total
represented residential building, as compared with about 29 p.c. in the preceding year,
when the construction of dwellings had not, however, been so active; in 1938, the
authorizations for this class indiceted building valued at $206,050, compered with
$885,850 in 1939.

In Edmonton, the enticipated cost of the construction authorized in 1939 was
$1,662,109, = decrease of 40.8 p.c. from the aggregate of $2,806,340 in the preceding
year. The 1939 figure was the highest since 1€80, except 1938. Non-residential build-
ing accounted for 84.2 p.c. of the totel cost represented by the permits granted in
Edmonton during the year under review, as compszred with the 1938 proportion of 90.5 p.c.

New Westminster.- This city issued permits for buildings valued at $1,172,705,
compared with $690,182 in 1938, cnd $341,715 in 1937. Last yeer's total also exceed-
ed that for =ny esrlier year since 1928. The authorizations for dwellings during 1939,
($396,600) were slightly higher in value than in 1938; in the year under review, they
constituted 33.8 p.c. of the total, as compared with 55.8 p.c. in 1838.

Sherbrooke.- The value of the building permits issued in Sherbrooke last year was
$1,171,550; compared with $750,700 in 1938, this was an increase of 56.1 p.c. The 1530
aggregate was the highest since 1920. More then 33 p.c. of the total in the latest year
represented construction in connection with dwellings, while in 1938, nearly 50 p.c. of
the indicated total wes for work of this kind. In 1939, permits were issued for
residentizl construction estimated to cost 5388,800, a smell increase over the 1938
figure of $374,000. :

Halifax.- In Halifax, the permits issued represented building estimated to cost
$1,129,481. This total was lower by $290,661, or 20.5 p.c. than in 1936; it was also
smaller than in 1937, but exceeded the 1836 figure. Some 51.7 p.c. of the totel velue
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for 1939 was earmarked for dwellings, &s compared with the 1938 proportion of more than
64,5 p.c.

Calgary.- The construction authorized in Calgary was estimated to cost $1,064,076,
an increase of $152,765, or almost 16.8 p.c, as compared with the preceding twelve months,
Sixteen per cent of the 1939 total was earmerked for residential building, as compared
with 7.3 p.c. in 1938 end 7.9 p.c. in 1937, but with 44 p.c. in 1932. 1In 1939, the
average expenditure indiceted by the permits taken out in connection with residences was
$3,088, being & decrease from the average of $3,336 in the preceding year.

Three Rivers.- In this city, the estimated cost of the building undertaken was
$1,007,360, or decidedly higher than the aggregate of $769,565 in 1938, The 1939 total
was smaller than thet for 1936, but with this exception, was higher than in any other
year since 1929. Of the figure for the year under review, 20.5 p.c., or $206,750, was
earmerked for residentiel building.

Windsor.- During 1939, the building euthorized in Windsor wes estimsted at $928,402,
a slight decrease from the 1338 figure of $970,948; while it was also smeller than the
aggregate for 1937, lest year's total was lerger than in eny earlier year since 1930.
The bulk of the building szuthorized during the year under review was non-residential.
In Riverside, adjacent to Windsor, the permits taken out represented building valued at
$125,100, as compered with $99,330 in the preceding year; the 1939 aggregate was the
highest since that for 1930.

Victorie, with building operations estimzted to cost $805,470, showed a decrease of
8.8 p c. &s compared with the 1938 total of $864,118; however, last year's figure exceed-
ed that in any other yeer since 1330. The dwellings end apartments authorized were
valued at $259,330, or 32.2 p.c. of the 1939 total, es compared with $307,895, or 35.6
p.c. of the aggregate for the preceding twelve months.

Kitchener.- The permits granted in Kitchener were for building estimated to cost
$774,419, as ageinst $615,092 in the preceding year. Less than 44 p.c. of the total
authorizations wes for work in connection with houses or apartments, a rather smaller
proportion than that of 47 p.c. in 1938.

St. Catharines.- Permits for building estimated to cost $592,389 were reported in
the yeer under review by St. Cztharines, whose total in the preceding year hed been
$367,405; there was therefore &an increase of 63.1 p.c. in this comparison. Residential
and other building work was brisker than in 1938; the former accounted for over 45 p.e.
of the aggregate for the year under review, «s compared with 40 p.c. in 1938.

The Regina aggregete of $598,785 exceeded by 25.3 p.c. the 1938 total of $477,780.
Last year's figure was also lerger than that of $464,041 in 1937. About 12 p.c. of the
authorizations in the year under review represented residential building, compared with
approximately 14 p.c. in 1938.

Sault Ste. Marie.- The construction permits taken out in Sault Ste. Marie during
1939 represented work estimated at $596,491, as compared with $343,345 in 1938; last
year's aggregate was greater than in any other year since 1929. More than 43 p.c. of the
1959 authorizations was for dwellings, the anticipzted cost of which was $256,695, com-
pared with $187,280 in the preceding twelve months, when this class of building con-
stituted almost 55 p.c. of the total value of the construction authorized.

Chathem.- During 1939, building expected to cost $532,178 was authorized in Chethamj
this totel was higher than that of $471,156 reported in 1938, and also exceeded the
figwre for any of the seven years immediately preceding. Of the 1939 aggregate, $253,198,
or 47.6 p.c., was earmerked for dwellings, as compared with $145,709 in 1938.

Fort William,- The building undertaken in 1939 was valued at $524,315, a slight
decrease from thet of §$542,553 reported in 1938. The totel was elso lower than in 1934,
but with that exception, was higher than in any other year since 1930. The permits
issued for dwellings represented building estimzted at $216,235, as compared with
$154,200 in 1938; the 1939 figure constituted some 41.2 p.c. of the totel for building
of all kinds authorized last year. In 1938, this proportion had been 28.4 p.c.

Seint John.- The construction work undertaken in Saint John during 1939 was
estimeted at $502,8l1, which was the largest total indicated since that for 1931, being
115 p.c. above the 1938 figure of $233,534. Of the 1939 aggregate, only $14,800 was
earmarked for dwellings.

Peterborough.- This municipality reported that the proposed cost of the building
undsrtcken in 1939 was $502,078, an increase of 17.8 p.c. over the totel of $426,144
recorded in the preceding twelve months. Last year's figure elso exceeded that for any
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other year since 1930. The velue of the dwellings euthorized in 1939 was $271,475,
compered with $160,950 in 1938.

Shewinigan Fells.- The velue of the construction euthorized in Shawinigen Falls
during 1939 wes $491,070; as compared with §264,910 in 1938, this was a gain of 85.4
p.C., while last year's totel wes also greeter then in eny of the eight years
immediately preceding. Of the 1939 figure, some $380,170 represented residential
building, which showed an edvance of 57.4 v.c. over the work of thct nature reported
in the preceding year.

Lethbridee.- The construction work for waich permits were granted in Lethbridge
wes estimated et $463,904, en aggregete substentially lerger than that of SeUE A=Y “in
1938; the latest figure also exceeded thai for any earlier yeer since 1931, Of the
1939 totol, 37.8 p.c. or $175,325, was reported in connection with the erection or the
improvement of dwellings.

Moncion.- The value of the building cuthorized in Honcton during 1939 was higher
then in zny other year since 1929 except 1934; standing at $460,680, the total was
grecter by 64.4 p.c. then in 1938. The increcse extended to residential end non-
residentiel building, although it took place chiefly in the latter. The permits
issued for dwellings represented work estimaled et $130,300, comperzd with $124,125 in
1938.

Port Arthur.- The construction underteken in Port Arthur during 1939, es indicated
by the building zuthorizations, was valued ot $441,656, = decrease from the 1938 total
of $747,444. Last year's totel was also lower then in 1937, but was greater than in
any preceding year since 1930. Nearly 49 p.c. of the total work represented in the
suthorizations reported for 1939 was in connection with dwellings.

St. Boniface.- Building in St. Boniface was quieter in 1939, when the work authorized
was estimated st $439,003, as compered with £1,037,190 in 1938. However, last year's
totel was with this exception higher than in any other year since 1930. An importent
advence was reported in the year under reviei in residential construction, which was
valued at $208,550, compered with $66,700 in 13938.

Kingston,- The proposed cost of the bullding for which permits were granted in
Kingston was $415,153, an increase of 5.7 p.c. over the 1938 total of $3¢2,733. In that
city, residential building constituted over 54 p.c. of the totel velue of building
authorized, compared with some 58 p.c. in the year before; the 1939 figure for work of
this nature, at 224,325, was also slightly lower than that of $229,624 in 1938.

Moose Jew.- The construction authorized in loose Juw in 1939 was estimuted at $387,354,
as compared with $46,042 in 1938, while last year's total was also higher than in eny

year since 1932.

Westmount.- The value of the building undertaken during 1939 in Westmount, at $379,363,
was 26.3 p.c. less than the figure for the preceding year. Gnly about 27p.c. of lgst
year's totel was earmerked for the erection of houses and epartments, compered with some
§8 pec. in 1938.

dney.- The enticipeted cost of the constiruction for vhich permits were taken out in
Sydney, ($378,956), was slightly lower then in 1338, but was higher then in eny other
year since 1922. Of last year's totel, some 58 p.c. was earmerked for residential
building; that class of construction work was valued at $219,805, compered with $204,125
in the preceding yeer.

Woodstock.- Building in Woodstock showed & considerzble increese over 1938; the 1838
total, at $325,118, wes higher than in any otnor yeer since 1920, except 1988, - The
value of the residential work suthorized in the year under review was $68,000, comparing
favourably with the figure of $46,500 reported in 1938.

The cities showing increases over 1938 in the value of the construction represented
by the permits issued during 1939 were as follows:- Charlottetown, Moncton, Saint John,
Quebec, Shawinigen Falls, Sherbrooke, Threce Rivers, Belleville, Chethem, Guelph,
Kingston, Kitchener, London, Oshawa, Peterborough, Stratford, St. Catharines, Sarnia,
Seult Ste. Merie, Toronto, ¥ork snd East York Townships, Wellend, Riverside, Woodstock,
Brendon, Winnipeg, Moose Jew, Regina, Calgary, Lethuridge, Kamloops and New Westminster.
Thus, in 3% of the 58 centres, the bullding represented by construction permits teken
out during the year under review had & higher valuztion than in 1938.
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BUILDING ACTIVITIES BY MONTHS.

The building cuthorizations in June - $7,849,970 - were higher iqf%alue than in
any other month of last year, Mcy teking szcond pleace with $6,722,431. f- In 1938, the
greatest aggregate, (viz., $9,548,687) was reported in October. The mgnthly totals
reported by the 58 centres during 1939 ave given below:-

FERUATY s 8% 0%, e S MCIRES Moy v .o T . BB 0RE 430 Septemhfr ceees $4,135,624
BERDRATT o vre b ~ L Ol T < s UG EERSQT0: QcBobEr . ... .l 5, 888900
BREGR ... otieinrs BoBEOYEBL FULY ... .0 div.. 105008, 325 November . . « 1 s 4,186,950

BRril ... el s < 6,960,858 AMagust.. ..l . 6,178,212 December........ 6,057,582

BUILDING ACTIVITI®S BY TYPES OF BUILDINGS.

Fifty-six cities furnished detciled statemaznts showing that they hed issued 6,095
permits for dwellings estimated to cost about $21,657,273, and some 25,000 permits for
other buildings at a proposed cost of over $34,900,000, while engineering projects
valued at about $763,400 were also reported during 1939. The aversge estimated expend-
iture per dwelling was therefore approximately $3,553, while the average amount spent
on other classes of building was about $1,596. The former category includes houses &nd
apartments, and in many but not 211 cases, repairg and elterations. Permits for garages
frequently constitute a large proportion of thke total number of buildings other than
residential, bt in most cases have a low valuavion. During 1939, 6,488 permits were
granted for dwellings at a proposed cost of $20,073,597, en average of about $3,094; some
26,000 permits were also issusd for otner buildings valued at $38,560,800, giving a mean
of epproximately $1,483 per building. Engineering projects were also reported by seven
cities at an estimated cost of $1,555,300.

Teble 4 shows for the centres furniching such detzil, the annual velue of the
dwellings for which construction permits were grented during the last six years; the
figures include houses, apartments, conversion from one-family to two-or-more-femily
dwellings, and in many but not 2ll cities; rcpairs and alterations thereto. The
disparity between the number and value of the cuthorizations in the same year, and
between eny two of the six years, is no doubt lergely due to vhether one-family houses,
apartments, or repairs and elterations predominate in the record for the year.

The continued benefits of the National iousing Act and the Government Home Improve-
ment Plan are shovm in an increase of 7.9 p.c. 1n the velue of the residential building
authorized by 56 cities during the year under review as compered with 1938. The 1939
total was also higher than in any other yzar since 1931.

Increases in the value of the residential btuilding authorized in 1939, ag compared
with 1938 ,vere reported in the following cities:- New Glasgow, Sydney, Fredericton,
Moncton, Saint John, Quebec, Montreal, Shawinigen Falls, Sherbrooke, Three Rivers,
Belleville, Chethum, Fort William, Guelph, Hemilton, Kitchener, London, Niagara Falls,
Owen Sound, Peterborough, Stratford, St. Catherines, St. Thomes, Sarnia, Sault Ste. Merie,
York and Eest York Townships, Welland, Vindeor, Ticodstock, St. Bonifece, Winnipeg,Regina,
Saskatoon, Calgery, Lethbridge, Medicire Hat, Kemloops, New Westminster, Prince Rupert
and North Vancouver.

The following shows for 1939 the city distribution of the projects classed as

.engineering:-
City Value
THETBEOOME w« ves 15 e s S s Hae $ 18,000
BrBATRELN i o s ioe AL BTN ety - R~
SEABROTS 13 Sova k8 - & a PELT IR AR » + < 2,145
Bon b AnbRUR sl 0005 & fderalane ™% ST prawd 36,500
St A BGEREe s s S T R T g 1T s s 96 5§ 1858

MooBe JaI ol o s o o ¥ 5% c 0p + ¥4 v oY g i w oy GG
Ne'ﬂ Wesminster L I I I I I R R I B SRR N 295,000
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BUILDING ACTIVITIES IN 35 CITIES, WITH COMPARISONS
FROM 1920.

The value of the building permits taken out in the 35 cities originally
used in these compilations was $53,048,231, as compared with $54,532,781 in 1938;
this was 2 decrease of 2.7 p.c., a rather larger proportionate decline than was
shown by the aggregate for the 58 cities, viz., 0.9 p.c. With this exception,
however, the 1939 totul was greater than in any other yeer since 1931, The
proportion of the permits issued in these 35 cities to the grand total was
88.0 p.c., compared with 89.7 in 1938.

It should be noted that the figures for the 35 centres for the years
since 1920, heve been revised to include the amnuzl aggregates for East Windsor,
Sendwich and Welkerville, emclgamated with Windsor in 1935, and for Point Grey
and South Vancouver, which vere amalgemated with Vancouver es from Jenuery 1, 1929,
to form the municipality of Greater Vaencouver. Statistics for these centres are
not availeble prior to 1920, so that the compaiisons with the years, 1910-1919, are
affected to some extent.

In connection with the deta for the 35 cities, it may again be mentioned
thet the index numbers of wholesale prices of building materials were fractionally
higher in 1939 than in 1938; though lower then in 1937, the index was higher than
in preceding years since 1930, but it continued below the average for the period,
1910-1938. Wage rates during 1939, «s compiled by the Department of Labour, were
slightly higher then in the six preceding years, although they were lower than
in other years since 1925.

Table 2 shows, by provinces, the value of the building represented by the
permits issued annually by the 35 cities since 1920.

BUILDING ACTIVITIES IN THE FOUR LARGEST CITIES, WITH COMPARISONS FROM 1920,

The value of the building authorized in Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg and
Vancouver was $28,435,295, « decrease of 1.8 p.c. a8 compered with the 1938 total
of $28,951,023. Toronto and Winnipeg showed a gain in this comparison, but in
Montreal and Vancouver the 1939 figures were lower. The proportion of the build-
ing suthorized in these four municipelities to the aggregate for the 58 cities,
was 47.2 p.c., compared with 47.6 p.c. in 1938. This proportion hes varied up
to 60.9 p.c. in 1931.

When the estimated cost of the construction authorized in the "satellite
cities" in the immedlate vicinity of the four leading centres is added, the value
of the building represented by the permits issued in these metropoliten areas
was $31,400,269; this was = decreese of 2.3 p.c. as compared with the 1938
aggregate of $32,151,495.

Table 3 is a record of building permits issued in the four largest cities
since 1920.
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Table 1.- Estimated Cost of Building Work c¢s Indiccted by the Velue of bBu.iding Peri. ..
issued by 58 Cities.

Citi"es 1939 1938 1937 1566 1965

% -t 8 % 3 5
P.E.I.-Charlottetom 133,788 92,210 140,170 154,455 168,395
Nova Scotia 1,562,125 1,897,641 1,929,025 1,320,202 1,619,097
x Halifax 1,129,481 1,420,142 1,488,326 1,103,988 1,545,824
New Glasgow 53,688 81,415 86,135 36,818 Sl
x Sydney 378,956 396,084 354,564 179,398 54, 418
New Brunswick 1,860 1% 631,966 602,163 453,756 267, liss
Fredericton 105,620 118,230 126,400 142,220 19,3525
x Moncton 460,680 280,202 214,608 100,292 106,251
x Saint John SORS 233,534 261,155 211,244 159, 508
Quebec 14,796,421 14,451,635 11,271,918 10,011,608 10,207,583
X Montreal - Meisonneuve 9,253,506 10,205,422 8,217,344 6,905,323 7,455,436
X Quebec 8485, 572" . L, J08 5861 Sl SoALS BES060 — 2. 14N EAS
Shawinigan Falls 491,070 264,910 414,080 126,175 Y Y
x Sherbrooke gL an 750,700 792,840 278,700 514,L450
x Three Rivers 1,007,360 769,565 383,417 1,528,197 55,553
x Westmount 3125563 515 QY 549,718 885318 188,110
Ontario 26,543,103 25,424,507 28,156,707 19,256,177 23,847,556
Belleville 5L 586 119,60 150 288 85,065 145,602
x Brantford b AR ST DES 270,003 1614602 272,648
Chatham 65383 178 L7856 192,050 156,345 108,931
x Fort William 524,315 542,563 495,880 207,500 152,450
Gelt 268,995 286,730 369,458 141,226 388,688
x Guelph 198,294 Toanlln 158,67 100,200 295,608
x Hemilton 2,265,265 2,325,908 1,694,189 1,466,906 1,887,622
x Kingston L1032 292108 360,629 253,298 al 5,958
x Kitchener 774,419 815,098 891,247 449,123 588482 5
x London 1,895,870 708,140 949,790 672,745 1,835,11C
Niagarsa Falls 226,578 3265800 246,436 141,258 92,087
Oshawa 235,225 103,085 218,760 108,022 125,300
x Ottawa 2,050,656 5,188,059 2,325,445 1,781,555 4,085,140
Owen Sound L2260 1765 262 56,847 173,410 48,727
x Peterborough 502,078 426,144 199,686 269,164 195,588
x Port Arthur 441,656 747,444 708,143 2E, 871 1§3,971
x Stratford 77,852 75,687 145,047 53,105 50,237
x St. Catharines 599,389 367,405 793,227 823,398 238,694
x St. Thomas 166,106 189,296 52,106 79,545 128,350
Sernie e et v B T 192,830 126288 137 3052
Sault Ste. Marie 596,491 243,345 355,950 226,240 133380
x Toronto 10,313,943 8,535,401 11,258,900 8,182,799 10,005,455
York & East York Townships 2,042,613 1,536,720 2,011,624 2,339,825 1,680,151
Welland 198,854 146,663 231,429 107,645 74,609
x Windsor 928,402 970,948 3,524,699 703 , 9F0 709,304
Riverside 1255106 9G350 109,605 29,810 1] 2
Woodstock 325,248 129,355 214,065 206,321 102,223
Manitoba 3,097,593 3,073,175 2,543,569 1,559,940 2,945,175
x Brendon 74,540 50,085 573310 58,831 110228
S5t. Boniface 439,003 1,057,190 334,149 O i 110,540
x Winnipeg 2,584,050 1,985,900 2,152,100 1,407,450 2,723,400
Saskatchewan 1,297,685 WL T 906,029 640,739 1,029,854
X Moose Jew 387,354 46,042 191,087 57,818 252,260
x Regina 598,785 477,780 464,041 358,966 632,944
x Saskatoon 251,494 448,885 249,901 225,956 144,650
Alberta 3,198,979 3,930,553 1,828,377 1,066,556 1,686,457
x Calgary 1,064,076 1L 8l 667,809 845,287 874,266
x Edmonton 1,662,109 2,806,340 865,560 895,440 676,535
Lethbridge 463,904 203,117 232,298 200,414 118,442
Medicine Hat 8,830 9,785 62,710 25,415 17,194
British Columbia 8,633,626 10,342,938 8,468,051 5,962,260 4,791,611
Kamloops 104,787 64,878 S8S 217 78,735 69,652
Nenaimo 80,913 110,895 P 1 (E 1072 166,378 36,856
x New Westminster 13 L7050 £90,182 541,715 369,215 210,490
Prince Rupert 81,990 274,086 46,694 63,940 43,255
x Vancouver 6,285,796 8,224,300 6,760,880 4,641,545 3,E92,665
North Vancouver 103,985 111,485 68,188 YAy ) 20,250
x Victoria 805,470 864,118 760,695 584,518 518,463

58 Cities
35 Citdies

Total -
xTotal -

60,272,379 60,817,332 55,844,999 41,325,693 46,560,623
53,048,231 54,532,781 49,694,847 36,337,439 42,839,627
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Table 1,-Estimated Cost of Building Work as indicated by the Value of Building Permits

issued by 58 cities,(Continued),

“Total - 58 Cities
xTotal - 35 Citles

27,457,504 21,776,496
24,911,430 19,690,160 38,443,406 101.021,221 152,404,103

R TR 1934 1933 1932 1931 1930
$ 3 - 3

P.E,I.-Charlottetown 87,310 115,200 587,000 - 158,000
Nove Scotia 835,672 666,294 1,109,753 3,174,980 3,564,302
® x Halifax 749,428 598,909 933,619 2,964,985 3,188,345
New Glasgow TR 23,060 35,890 107,165 141,250

x Sydney 74,992 33,325 140,344 102,830 234,707
New Brunswick LT L R 394,514 648,434 1,783,462 3,034,614
Fredericton 43778 85,1156 18,500 140,295 452,000
x Moncton 978,228 143,083 184,395 385,850 456,827
x Saint John 256,330 166,308 445,539 1.207,327 2,005,787
Quebec 5,994,676 7,005,774 12,467,878 {7,605,684 46,224,208
x Montreal -x Msisonneuve 4,098,025 5,648,862 10,567,438 31,876,676 37,504,599
x Quebec 415,308 724,548 1,179,465 4,049,875 4, T 25
Shawinigan Falls 184,535 58,260 107,230 55 , 065 468,540
x Sherbrooke 130,060 186,400 229,300 676,350 812,150
x Three Rivers 465,765 28,588 108,075 242,030 851,730
x Westmount 700,983 359,116 286,370 705,588 1,674,941
Ontario 14,351,380 9,116,743 16,887,761 44,371,678 69,042,946
Belleville 76,455 29,700 100,705 221,900 312,360
x Brantford 283,586 17 170,844 506,677 1,034,957
Chatham 55,200 88,720 56,216 201,565 821,258
x Fort William 621,700 213,400 294,100 451,000 172293800
Galt 135,006 101,256 88,768 239,022 264,901

x Guelph 110,078 103,665 152,885 221,082 b ke 6 T
x Hamilton 772 ,535 510,200 1,424,300 5,026,050 6,291,100
x Kingston 141,398 179,667 349,039 548,199 1,056,986
x Kitchener 234,449 140,233 363,048 627,853 1,344,232
x London 671,840 551,485 667,690 1,746,900 2,744,735
Niegera Falls 73,540 43,445 168,266 158,018 483,678
Oshawa 50,970 49,035 41,314 1148 , G5 195,470

x Ottawa 1,257,000 916,066 1,549,515 3,154,000 6,285,275
Owen Sound 23,885 38,875 22,415 81,975 132,000
x Peterborough 149,238 133,900 192,919 278,526 797,895
x Port Arthur 101,807 114,815 284,437 341,975 995,487
x Stratford 53,095 71,662 50,068 164,535 414,410
x St. Catharines 151,648 gl g1 221,566 563,626 610,067
x St. Thomas 42,261 64,863 44,955 139,640 180,327
Sarnis 3ot 105 63,847 62,404 171,818 633,899
Sault Ste, Marie 257,340 93,377 142,680 436,147 589,773

x Toronto 7,496,983 4,415,510 7,862,695 22,002,099 32,130,509
York & Bast York Townships 899,792 698,841 1,598,357 5,948,037 6,240,998
Wellend 108,326 46,286 67,650 209,726 196,125

x Windsor 385,352 76,842 921,470 609,773 3,330,138
Riverside 3,100 6,000 2,525 29,165 163,920
Woodstock 67,593 72,915 ' 86,933 146,095 19¢, 718
Manitobsa 833,048 g5 168E - "2,381,43% 4,953,908 7 ekl 520
x Brandon 44,758 46,821 33,088 286,613 197,245
St, Boniface 80,640 62,660 218,945 270,695 730,625
x Winnipeg 707,650 748,200 25229400 4,396,600 6,668,750
Saskatchewan 722,108 529,497 2,374,440 3,799,002 9,544,287
x Moose Jaw 350,687 44,845 392,542 473,047 1,058,303
x Regine 291,696 3T8TT4Z 277,069 1,538,440 2,971,544
x Seskatoon 79,788 107,910 1,704,829 i, 7187508 5,514,440
Alberta 1,262,407 g4v.340 - 2,243,718 4,730,465 9,460,834
x Calgary 687,094 449,917 917,868 1,844,039 4,054,364
x Edmonton 479,108 428,565 1,093,045 L, 2975316 4,300,935
Lethbridge 70,110 54,398 192,150 1,294,056 984,830
Medicine Hat RS - - 14860 40,655 115,195 120,708
British Columbie 2,093,590 2,160,553 3,618,980 11,812,866 17,718,514
Kamloops 34,201 50,547 49,435 133,642 205,235
Naneimo 49,841 33,356 56,269 45,350 1175088
x New Westminster 77,695 114,880 13784128 530,321 553,990
Prince Rupert ' 66,420 A b 54,230 156 ,493 148,695

x Vancouver 1,418,816 1,564,541 2,864,206 10,086,425 14,645,208
North Vanecouver 14,506 27,796 77,455 94,025 160,073

x Vietoria 432,112 340,136 389,673 736 .610 1,098,2€%

A i e

2%, 310,307 112,028,648 166,875,025




Teble 1,-~ Estimated Cost of Building Work as indlcated by the Value
ties {Centixe ijy

igssued by 58 ci

1T

cf Building Permits

Citie s 1929 1528 1927 1526 1925

. $ $ $ $ $
P,E.I,-Charlottetown 20,000 - . 29,000 21,800
Nove Scotie 5,748,282 3,078,176 1,840,647 908,945 1,099,787
¢ x Halifax 5,209,245 2,808,357 1,537,899 764,498 1,035,564
New Glasgow 305,370 64,515 10,850 7,870 20,286
x Sydney 233,667 205,304 291,898 36 67T 43,937
New Brunswick 2,087,964 1,262,266 |1 1,565,060 771,421 986,325
Fredericton 23,500 148,015 14,779 37 080 98,175
x Moncton 768,698 2 O 736,110 342,701 204,620
x Sairt John 1,245,736 843,438 614,176 391,670 683,530
Quebec 67,984,175 49,923,504 58,320,532 42.167,440 35,186,268
x Montreal-x Malsonneuve 46,065,924 36,347,901 45,200,842 31,720,049 25,520,523
x Quebec 5,684,183 5,710,144 6,360,165 3,539,281 3,274,871
Shewinigen Falls FCHER8 1, 1682501 347,835 SiHg ~ralE 384,925
x Sherbrooke 758 ;8de, .- 1,188,253 689,930 9%, 5505, X087, 110
x Three Rivers 1,488,065 1,581,450 2,332,500 1,446,575 2,064,815
x Westmount 3,220,145 3,902,195 3,389,260 4,034,425 2,904,524
Ontario 95,055,827 104,777,566 179,883,344 66,373,757 69,888,867
Belleville 528 5 166 239,323 670,010 305,610 194,725
x Brantford 473,387 802,528 571,599 232,049 159,537
Chatham 813,560 780,020 575,087 591,650 193,858
x Fort Williem 1,759,000 2,062,000 1,209,450 1,291,250 727,340
Galt 527,315 378,581 181,023 181,185 108,723
x Guelph 607,377 462,815 493,169 344,616 476,641
x Hamilton 7,008,320 6,342,100 3,837,150 3,128,980 2,675,830
x Kingston 908,900 678,203 420,467 608,532 493,758
x Kitchener 1,645,351 1,524,626 1,272,632 1,100,111 1,546,262
x London 2,408,900 2,561,705 2,814,060 3,621,200 2,389,800
Niagera Falls gO8 B0 * 2,086,405 + TEaT,a10: 1:.504,000; -1, 250
Oshawa 4098, @90 3,015,070~ GFOESZLEE 1,08 5100 576,205
x Ottawa 3,403,333 5,421,085 6,446,045 3,101,748 4,942,327
Owen Sound 529,850 262,375 330,350 154,450 536,970
x Peterborough 618,278 6255877 624,295 342,757 272,637
x Port Arthur 655,945 5,292,545 3,473,736 961,580 402,488
x Stratford 354,849 224,412 221,354 480,915 407,731
x St, Catharines 1,432,392 1,249,141 1,147,286 940,642 666,962
x St. Thomas 172,190 362,732 92,682 138,567 350,181
Sernia 1,021,962 e14,586 1,064,415 601,646 725,698
Sault Ste, Marie 782,059 402,419 329,461 235,766 242,993
x Toronto 47,698,654 51,607,188 31,274,876 26,029,584 25,797,196
York & East York Townships 9,824,273 8,210,380 6,041,635 5,558,540 6,611,440
Wellaend 301,500 309,866 400,364 404,049 124,320
x Windsor 8,620,421 8,147,813 8,835,503 11,887,062 7,514,155
Riverside 383,225 496,460 624,340 455,630 600,750
Woodstook 287,456 447,602 158,867 126,538 86,050
Menitoba 12,007,695 11,846,635 8,561,122 11,091,372 6,205,828
x Brandon 404,342 428,130 230,252 227,516 76,579
St., Boniface 553,103 271,105 761,570 501,256 972,559
x Winnipeg 11,050,250 10,547,400 7,569,300 10,362,600 4,156,690
Seskatchewsn 16,950,228 13,449,326 7,928,674 6,529,041 2,531,380
x Moose Jaw 1088 4% - 1;0@e3078- 12505488 268,326 243,535
x Regina 10,022,631 6,619,206 3,482,090 4,242,511 1,208,403
x Saskatoon 5,902,123 65,756,542 3,215,995 2,018,204 1,079,442
Alberta 1730885081 - 1, 292,¢4~ 6,508,601 -4, 105817 2,888,360
x Celgary 11;417;144 6,302;142 2,330,131 1,999,048 1,187,475
x Edmonton 5,670,185, 3,374,971 2,568,565 1,853,735 1,481,890
Lethbridge 559,392 . 498,590 438,684 236,359 161,189
Medicine Hat 306,600 116,876 61,311 26,178 21,706
British Columbia 27,187,087 24,465,163 21,315,767 25,400,314 17,246,852
Kamloops 241,247 128,761 252,488 187,269 99,105
Nene.imo 112,640 45,269 211,065 77,496 212,591
x New Westminster 1,011,629 1,928,324 1,082,114 748,169 TOAHES
Prince Rupert 93,648 176,804 252,940 107,465 1,337,769
x Vancouver 21,572,727 19! 4”5,~08 16,659,680 22,937,602 14,077,065
North Vanoouver 292,515 912,730 322,739 564,074 263,542
x Victoria 5,862,681 1,827,937 2, 524 741 698741 547,517
Total -~ 58 Citles 234,944,549 219,105,715 184,613,742 156, 386,607 125, 0°9 367
xTotal - 35 Citles 214,277,386 197,566,322 164,791,281 143,052,669 110,314,698
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Table 1,~ Estimated Cost of Building Work as indicated by the Value of Building Permits
issued by 58 Cities (Concluded),

gl & Ide s 1824 1923 1922 gl 1920
i 3 K . §
PeE,I,=Charlottetown 31,500 50,200 81,500 138,200 53,200
Nova Scotia 901,621 739,646 2,416,024 2,807,986 4,356,286
x Halifax 731,209 378,699 1,752,632 2,199,398 3,421,379
New Glasgow 18,506 41,785 58,545 o) e r 7S, 47,970
x Sydney 151,907 219,162 604,847 656,813 886,937
New Brunswiok 1,492,364 1,049,856 2,028,239 1,508,820 2,535,623
Fredericton 257,325 305,895 283,197 234,800 298,650
x Moneton 101,774 385,461 1,037,942 699,520 1,201,673
x Saint John 1,133,265 358,500 707,100 £74,500 1,035,300
Quebee 42,562,336 35,483,853 30,330,234 28,869,803 21,801,692
x Montreal - x Maisonneuve 31,013,419 27,125,863 21,132,586 21,291,273 14,067,609
x Quebec 7,331,846 4,786,933 5,397,566 3,695,397 2,301,480
Shawinigan Falls 229 BT 124,960 124,400 266,200 141,200
x Sherbrooke 529,878 732,100 712,000 753,900 3,265,538
x Three Rivers 1,046,210 780,735 1,193,650 1,286,740 845,975
x Westmount 2,411,606 1,933,232 1,770,032 1,576,298 1,179,890
Ontario 57,330,141 74,673,080 81,396,259 59,315,845 58,636,365
Belleville 195,000 64,825 254,400 119,700 73,250
x Brantford 191,480 615,686 465,420 404,445 798,073
Chathem 352,329 245,867 366,317 322,555 387,034
x Fort William 1,272,570 1,425,130 1,446,685 893,050 1,045,160
Galt 124,742 135,631 731,707 501,771 291,760
x Guelph 404,304 571,484 ‘964,808 433,257 '494,158
x Hamilton 3,309,800 5,452,930 4,928,465 4,639,450 4,340,220
x Kingston 1,035,620 649,233 701,495 591,515 494,736
x Kitohener 1,221,122 1,893,892 2,461,321 932,050 1,277,595
x London 2,113,500 3,261,065 2,605,630 2,527,510 2,146,305
Niegara Falla 802,622 758,513 676,694 1,145,589 493,965
Oshawa 786,985 1,923,110 1,155,130 329,405 849,496
x Ottaws 2,640,699 3,521,817 5,021,782 2,716,409 3,305,172
Owen Sound Lelr 176 319,450 196,450 119,000 146,175
x Peterborough 437,510 295,798 439,154 541,754 939,700
x Port Arthur L ligen 20 -2 64@ aa] ~ e s 113,509 glG,SSO
x Stratford 641,619 509272 - 10RO 276,089 +*340,782
X St Catharines 713,638 806,310 1,290,576 776,360 830,632
% St, Thomas 164,026 334,239 221,964 113,640 258,821
Sarnia 840,803 791,470 860, 2610 - ; 1361 SR 742,265
Sault Ste, Marie 569,245 401,032 583,813 896,920 1,034,290
x Toronto 23,926,028 30,609,227 35,237,925 23,878,246 25,737,063
York & East York Townships 6,710,400 8,921,650 11,167,700 8,101,100 4,312,350
Welland 178,880 206,105 362,371 435,735 299,420
x Windsor 7,818,769 7,684,490 6,902,015 7,012,520 7,390,665
Riverside 402,450 334,945 223,265 48,336 -
Woodstoek 237,668 209,588 242,956 114,593 290,928
Manitoba 3,867,102 5,177,487 17,653,442 6,714,883 9,248,971
x Brandon 270,825 183,034 225,029 749,190 412,829
St, Boniface 418,377 510,363 552,663 385,293 465,992
x Winnipeg 3,177,900 4,484,100 6,875,750 5,580,400 8,370,150
Saskatchewan 2,856,190 2,405,976 3,982,213 3,434,681 5,281,600
x Moose Jaw 501,129 289,398 379,180 500,177 1,533,095
x Regina 939,785 1,264,030 1,784,124 2,160,038 2,597,920
x Seskatoon 1,415,276 892,548 1,818,909 774,466 1,150,585
Alberta 3,695,604 2,597,987 5,723,204 4,170,446 6,451,876
x Calgary 1,031,420 821,840 3,102,700 2,298,800 2,906,100
x Edmonton 2,305,095 1,488,670 2,338,109 1,563,696 3,231,955
Lethbridge 226,222 258,570 243,695 217,760 252,090
Medicine Hat 132,867 28,907 38,700 950,190 61,731
British Columbia 13,845,890 11,343,536 14,604,292 9,833,750 8,654,009
Kamloo ps 163,861 99,728 146,165 237,820 90,288
Nanaimo 89,005 137,507 85,981 93,273 78,294
x New Westminster 321,432 350,848 332,050 264,870 319,109
Prince Rupert 209,312 97,148 314,412 620,833 '405,189
X Vancouver 11,100,736 9,387,599 12,586,611 7,444,913 6,403,851
North Vancouver 1,123,441 220,546 107,069 194,874 149,706
x Victoria 838,103 1,050,160 1,033,004 O 1617 1,207,572
otal - es ,583,148 133,521,621 148,215,407 116,794,414 117,019,622
xTotal - 35 Cities 113,329,707 117,243,806 129,338,017 100,797,356 108,054,379

#440,782



Tatle 2.- Estimated Cost of Building Work in the years 1920-1339, by provinces, &s indiczted by Building Permits
issued by 35 cities.

N
'l

Zrovinces ﬁiéiﬁs 1939 1938 1937 1936 1935 1934 1933 1932 1931 1930
4 4 $ $ $ $ $ ) $ $ $
dova Scotia (2) 1,508,457 1,818,226 1,842,890 1,283,384 1,600,242 824,420 632,234 1,075,863 3,067,815 3,423,062
lew Brunswick (2) 963,491 515,736 475,763 311,536 2,457,790 1,234 558 300,399 629,934 1,643,167 2,552,614
Quebee (6) 14,305,351 14,186,725 10,857,838 9,885,455 10,155,246 5,810,141 6,947,514 12,360,648 37,550,519 45,755,668
Unterio 1/ (1s) 21,386,573 21,511,151 23,807,258 15,417,681 20,801,421 12,472,970 7,784,446 14,449,529 36,381,935 58,624,849
“Manitoba (2) 2,658,590 2,035,985 2,209,410 1,462,661 2,834,635 752,408 789,021 2,162,488 4,683,213 6,850,995
Saskatchewan (3) 1,R37,633 SifieAr ALY RSEI029 840,739 1,029,854 722,108 529,497 2,374,440 317 90,002 9,544,287
tlberte (2) 2,726,185 5,717,651 1,553,569 1,740,727 1,550,821 1,166,202 878,482 2,010,913 3,321,214 8,355,229
Eritish Columbia {3) B aE0desSE) S, 778,600 8,087,250 ERGIM2 TS 4,621,618 i XE28NERS 24 0kS yS6T % 1 581591 i8S ENESH 17,097,458
Total - 35 cities 1/ 53,048,251 54,532,761 49,694,847 36,357,439 42,839,627 24,911,430 19,89C,150 38,445,406 101,821,221 152,404,222
2/ Average weighted
index numbers of
wholesale prices
of building
materials 89.7 835 94.3 8543 8152 82.6 78.3 el 1e 8l.9 90.9
3/ Average index
nunbers of wages
in building trades LT CRA 169.4 15543 160.8 159,18 w5428 A58.0 1¥78512 198l O3NS

1/ Includes East Windsor, Sandwich and Wslkeitille, amalgamated with Windsor during 1935; the totals from 1920 also include Point Grey and South
Vancouver, amalgamcted with Vencouver in 1929. Figures for these centres are not available before 1920.

2/ Compiled by Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Average 1926 = 100.

3/ Compiled by Department of Labour. Average 1813 = 100.



Table 2, - B

- e — e —— i S . — - i

A S - k | r
seimated Gosh

[}

of Buildirngz Work in the Years 1920-1939, by Provinces, as indicated by Building Permits

-——

issued by 35 cities (Concluded) _

Peovnbes | Dos of 5439 1928 1927 1926 1/ 1925 1/ Bal/ ieya . W21/ | 1g2ra/ ¢ CmMED Iy
Ry e T SRR TR X8 i RBE AR 150 2 Tl IRl W TLSRSTE i A U RTINS} &1, 1
S Y | 3 G v ' 53 4 \ v
llova Scotia (2) 5,442,912 3,013,661 1,829,797 901,075 1,079,501 883,116 697,861 2,357,479 2,756,211 4,308,316
New Brunswick (2) 2,014,434 1,114,251 1,350,286 734,371 888,150 1,235,039 743,961 1,745,042 1,274,020 2,236,973
Quebsc (6) 5732137557 483769 ’923 57 3970a697 4‘1:8513680 34:8013343 4‘29332 3959 3593583863 303205’834 2856033603 21:660a4‘92
Ontario 1/ (15) 77,667,297 87,364,467 62,735,094 52,209,593 48,772,845 46,976,892 60,270,894 64,555,196 45,849,904 49,715,432
Manitoba (2) 11,454,592 10,975,530 7,800,552 10,590,116 4,233,269 3’4483725 4,667,134 7,100,779 6,329,590 8,782,979
Saskatchewan (3) 16,950,228 13,449,846 17,928,574 6,529,041 2,531,380 2,856,190 2,405,976 3,982,213 3,434,681 5,281,600
Alberta y (2) 17,087,329 9,677,113 4,898,696 3,852,783 2,679,365 3,336,515 2,310,510 5,440,809 3,862,496 6,138,055
1
British' Golumbia(3) _26.447,037 23,201,545 _ 20,276,535 _ 24,384,010 15,328,845 12,260,271 10,788,607 __33.950,665 ___8,686,950 7,930,932 .,
rotal - 35 cities 214,277,386 197,566,322 164,751,231 143,052,667 110,314,698 113,329,707 117,243,806 129,336,017 100,797,355 106,954,379 ¢

2/.Average weighted

index numbers of ! s

wholesale prices ' x ' s 2

of building materials 99.0 971 96,1 1000 1029 1066 111.9 108.7 122.8 144.0
3/ Average index numbers d - 1

of wages in building ] 4 \ " .

trades 197.5 185.6 179:3 TRy 1704 169,1 ;6§ od 162.5 1704 5 1‘83 -9

-

1/

Vancouver, amalgamated with Vancouver in 1929, Figures for these centres are not available before 1920,

2/
3/

Compiled by Department of Labour, Average 1513 = 100,

Compiled by Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Average 1926 = 100.

Includes East Windsor, Sandwich and Walkerville, amalgamated with Windsor during 1935; the totals from 1920 also include Point Grey and South

i



Table 3.- Building Permits Issued by Four Largest Cities, 1920-19329.
O, ity 1939 1938 1937 1936 1935 1924 1956 1958 1931 1930

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ : $
*ontreal 9,253,506 10,205,422 8,217,344 6,805,323 7,455,436 4,098,025 5,648,862 10,557,438 31,876,676 37,504,590
Toronto 10,313,943 8,535,401 11,858,900 8,182,799 10,005,455 7,496,983 4,415,510 7,862,693 22,002,099 32,130,589
Winnipeg 2,584,050 1,985,900 2,152,100 1,407,450 2,723,400 707,650 742,200 2,129,400 4,396,600 6,653,750
Vancouver 6,283,796 8,224,300 6,760,880 4,641,545 3,892,665 1,418,816 1,564,541 2,854,206 10,066,425 14,645,206
Total - 4 largest cities 28,435,295 28,951,023 28,389,224 21,137,117 24,076,956 13,721,474 12,371,113 23,403,737 68,341,800 9045084 , 1555
Total - 35 cities 1/ 08,048,231 54,582,781 49,694,847 36,337,439 42,839,627 24,911,430 19,890,150 58,448,406 " 101,88),22)  15&, 40 280
Total - 58 cities 60,272,379 60,817,332 55,844,999 41,325,693 46,560,623 27,457,524 Q1,776,406 424,310,397 112,822,845 .| 166, B16: NG
Proportion of permits
issued in 4 largest
cities to total for
35 cities 53.6 5.1 o1 58.2 56.2 55.1 62.1 60.8 LG 58 .4
Proportion of permits
issued in 4 largest
cities to total for
S8 cities 47.2 47.6 50.8 Skt Sk 7 50.0 S6.8 55.3 60.9 54.7

When the "satellite" cities in the immediate vicinity of the four leading cities are added, the proportion of the building in the four metropolitan
creas to the total for the 58 cities is as follows:- 1939, 52.1 p.c.; 1938, 52.9 p.c.; 1937, 56.0 p.c.; 1936,!67.9 p.c.; 1935, 56.0 p.c.; 1934,

56.1 p.c.; 1933, 62.1 p.c.; 1932, 60.5 p.c.; 1931, 67.2 p.c.; 1930, 60.0 p.c.; 1929, 59.7 p.c.; 1928, GO.2

1925, 63.5 p.c.; 1924, 62.2 p.c.; 1923, 62.1 p.c.; 1922, 60.1 Bieyy- Y82, 5879/ pie. iand 11920, "51.8 p.e.

P1Gas 98T, 6040 psc.; 1026, 1661 -pagats

1/ Includes East Windsor, Sandwich and Walkerville, formerly given separately, but during 1935, amalgamated with Windsor; the totals also include
Point Grey and South Vancouver, amalgamated with yancouyer in 1929. Figures for these centres are not available before 1920.

LB



Table 3, - Building Permits issued by Four largest Cities, 1920-1939-Concluded

B! <5 by

- e =

e — ——— . S S —— T e D D - GAES S e S - G WD TS S G i e

1929 1928 1927 1926 1925 1924 1923 1922 1921 1920
Hi0 AlRAgasy L0 nR G T T i et amea VAT L S R TEIT  T

Mgntreal 46,065,924 36,347,901 45,200,842 31,720,049 25,520,523 31,013,419 27,125, 863 21,132,586 21,291,273 14,067,609
Téronto 47 ’698’654 51:6Q7;-188 3132749876 269029 3584‘ 25,7973196 23:9269028 309609 :227 359237,925 23’878:246 25,737:063
Winnipeg 11,050,250 10,547,40" 17,569,300 10,362,600 4,156,630 3,177,900 4,484,100 6,875,750 5,580,400 8,370,150
| L
Vancouver 21,572,727 19,445,288 16,669,680 22,937,602 14,077,065 11,100,736 9,387,599 12,585,611 7,444,913 6,403,851
Total - 4 largest cities 126,387,555 117,947,777 100,714,698 91,049,835 69,551,474 69,218,083 71,606,789 175,831,872 58,194,832 54,578,673

: 1 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ 1 4

Total - 35 cities 1/

Total - 58 cities

Proportion of permits
issued in 4 largest
cities to total for
35 cities

Proportion of permits
issued in 4 largest
cities to total for
58 cities

3

214,277,386 197,566,322

164,791,231 143,052,669 110,314,698 113,329,707 117,243,806 129,338,017 100,797,355 106,054,379

234,944,549 219,105,715 184,613,742 156,386,607 125,029,367 126,583,148 133,521,621 148,215,407 116,794,414 117,019,622

59.0

53.8

5947 61.1 6346 63.0 61,1 61,1 5846 oLl 51.5

53.8 54.6 5822 5546 54,7 536 51,2 49.8 46,6

1/ Includes East Windsor, Sandwich and Welkerville, formerly given separately, but during 1935, amalgemated with Windsor; the totals also include

Point Grey and South Vancouver, amalgamated with Vancouver in 1929,

Figures for these centres are not available before 1920,

SLNEA=
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Teble 4.- Value of Building Permits iscued for the Construction of Dwellings and for
Repeirs and Improvements thereto, by 56 Cities.

D) 4,93 .8 K93, T
. Estimated Estimated Estimeted
Gl By cost of cost of cost of
No. of Building No. of Building No. of Building
Permits  TWork Permits Work Permits Work
isgued suthorized issued authorized issued authorized
Charlottetown o 58,900 41 64,860 47 107,765
Halifex 141 584,200 1581 916,400 200 1,189,600
New Glasgow a7 30,735 o 12,150 7 16,800
Sydney 100 219,805 92 204,125 iy 130,900
Fredericton ) 28,500 2 10,700 6 12,890
Moncton 2 130,300 32 124,125 30 122,350
Szint John 6 14,800 L7 p 4 1./ 1/
Quebec 97 607,400 75 470,300 42 246,900
Montreal 655 5,087,990 1,402 4,067,720 L o B BT ET
Shawinigan Falls ife 380,170 106 241,595 2 311,435
Sherbrooke 83 388,800 v 374,000 fial 287,650
Three Rivers 59 206,750 60 198,650 % A
Westmount 7 102,000 36 410,221 33 409,093
Belleville 28 64,850 15 25 NCoO) 1 49,950
Brantford 25 96,300 58 175,705 53 140,600
Chatham 136 253,198 57 145,709 55 84,140
Fort William 112 216,235 65 154,200 47 107,500
Galt 57 pLG Il ILE 57 173,200 54 155,200
Guelph 44 76,050 20 36,200 i © 45,300
Hamilton 350 971,890 246 740,250 146 480,500
Kingston 64 224,325 139 229,624 156 273,069
Kitchener 108 336,600 3 288,600 90 351,450
London 170 525,850 53 206,050 83 372,900
Niagars Fells 15 47,420 i 31,800 8 33,400
Oshawa 28 55,625 30 56,740 41 42,800
Ottawe 140 995,050 352 1,289,670 367 9365, 07
Owen Sound 45 49,450 31 42,500 26 g ks
Peterborough 96 271,475 87 160,950 32 79,088
Port Arthur 134 216,155 148 244,835 43 85,750
Stratford 5 20,500 3 9,300 6 49,900
St. Cetharines 95 270,850 60 148,725 64 173,630
St. Thomas 95 130,680 78 YR85 67 32,847
Sernic 38 127,005 13 79,200 10 41,200
Sault Ste. Marie 82 256,695 84 187,280 442 216,637
Toronto 319 1,293, 200 326 1, ST%Z, 680 362 1,939,740
York and East York
Townships 404 1,639,700 257 1,266,100 250 1,176,300
Welland 107 124,354 28 78,600 143 a6, 129
Windsor 26 114,400 15 44,450 14 109,700
Riverside 8 44,800 20 56,950 e’ ity
Woodstock 2 68,000 . 46,500 35 48,300
St. Boniface 66 208,550 34 66,700 o 186,800
Winnipeg 194 742,000 137 5274150 108 399, 800
Moose Jaw L) Tt 54 23,152 . Y irs
Regina S 69,260 28 68,430 104 45,967
Saskatoon 69 56,154 43 34,425 68 46,461
Calgary 55 169,846 20 66,715 19 52,585
Edmonton 129 26 Spplis0) 125 267,950 120 303,830
Lethbridge 8% 178,548 37 67,065 35 53,775
Medicine Hat 8 3,475 i 2,935 14 4,020
Kamloops 40 75,281 10 15,970 42 4o b g
Nanaimo 18 60,610 245 66,306 23 60,914
New Westminster 156 396,600 184 385,095 204 312,538
Prince Rupert 43 35,305 46 18,180 46 12,720
Vancouver 1,042 2.5 BRSO S il 197 3,418,535 858 2,439,655
North Vancouver 32 76,000 24 53,235 il 19,100
Victoria 8¢ 259,330 L 307, 895 30 142,650
Total -66 Cities 6,095 6,488 6,138

21,657,873

1/ Figures not available.

20,073,597

17,851,211
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Table 4.~ Value of Building Permits issued for the Construction of Dwellings end for
Repeirs :nd Improvements thereto, by %6 Cities - Concluded.

s > 6 1 9 S - 3 e ey !
Estimeted Estimated Estimated
cost of cost of Cost of
B} Sy NS s building Ho. of Building No. of Building
permits Work Permits York Permits Work
issued  Authorized  issued Authorized 1issued Authorized
$ 8 $
Charlottetown 38 109,430 58 i it 12 18,400
Helifex 180 822,500 ¥l 455,730 104 422,000
Hew Glasgow 3 10,000 Tt i/ i 1,500
Sydney 58 56,340 7 21,400 X 132980
Fredericton 25 43,300 4 6,600 8 JOHLEH
Moncton 13 33,3800 0 20,210 L 23,000
seint John i/ g 38 42,835 37 27,924
Quebec 21 144,300 7 224,500 17 79,400
Montreal 1,128 3,506,836 806 2,158,434 407 i~ 979; 785
Shawinigen Falls 48 80,338 10 14,475 6 1]y 855
Sherbrooke 64 198, 700 27 83,800 9 19,500
Three Rivers 1/ 1/ 1/ 1/ it/ P
liestmount 15 223,000 5 70,400 23 385,989
Belleville 1L 20,900 £y L5y Ean 22 24,500
Brantford 25 B 700 i 24,100 i 19,600
Chatham 38 91,475 3 1,200 13 26,150
Fort Williem 44 108,300 35 60,400 29 45,600
Gadl 20 el LI 4 11,900 6 112300
Guelph 19 30,540 - 74 50,300 et 36, 850
Hemilton 138 1€6,3800 o7 206500 80 263,300
Kingston el 1@l,700 24 100,700 i8 £8,300
iitchener 63 TE75 %0 66 79500 41 118, 375
London 82 21, 520 62 6,450 70 251,800
Niagare Fells 5 15,800 5 13,700 4 4,200
Oshawa 44 48,825 i8 20,000 iy 13,650
Nttawa 166 80sh2h 216G 947,545 140 472,210
Owen Sound 19 51,018 16 18,465 1/ - 7
Peterborough St 1 T %) 16 38,085 14 35,500
Port Arthur %3 94,075 47 47,690 38 25,125
Stratford 4 A, 1o JHBIO Ie 3300 4 8,700
Ot. Catharines 55 178,80 N 71,600 25 55,900
St. Thomas 29 183,806 10 30§89 32 10,966
Sernia 2 20214 10 29,600 [ 24,500
Sault Ste. Marie 32 94,715 v 26,950 8 15,600
Toronto 481 2,300,050 580 2,614,400 470 2,235,730
York and East York Town-

ships 349 1,880,450 214 1,447,310 104 548,100

Welland 106 (o8 83 28,109 70 AT 286
Windeor 11 62,100 il 125985 10 4,650
Riverside it/ 17 1/ i 1/ B/
Voodstock 7 L9 o s 29,400 4 11,000
S5t. Boniface 19 18,800 22 16,230 18 ST 250
Winnipeg 58 205,500 61 257,100 49 125,850
Moose Jaw 82 21,208 46 18,090 27 12,962
Regina 21 90,950 R0 - 24,000 10 T2 800
Sasketoon 72 2, LG 58 24,065 66 21,145
dulgary 27 64,305 26 68,420 68 183,436
idmonton 54 123,000 122 184 4075 134 238, 150
Lethbridge 2% 69,780 19 45,088 16 23,750
Medicine Hat 16 5,830 11 s irg 19 11,445
Kamloops VA i/ L/ & L 1/
Henaimo 41 73,493 7 12,800 6 6,500
New fiestninster 168 235,590 84 LS00 59 33,550
Prince Rupert 34 11,090 48 il 82 6 85100
Voncouver 559 1,604,800 285 475,000 190 460,000
North Vancouver 9 T 500 4 3,800 5 7,250
Jictorie 37 8554385 2% 69,550 ) 79,750

Total - 56 (ities 456660 -15;8%0,155 3,606 LAER T, A0 O 8,589,003

1/ Pigures not aveileble.
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